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research topic

French census data (INSEE, 1982)

French census data (INSEE, 1968-2018)

feminisation of the French labour force  
➡ care work provided by women → emergence of care gap 

migration of Spanish & Portuguese women to France  
➡ significant portion of French domestic workers

 1960-1980s



research topic

global care chain

Hochschild (2000) 
= a series of personal links between people across the globe based on the 
paid or unpaid work of caring 
= chains usually made up of women

2000



How did the migration of Portuguese and Spanish women to France and their 
domestic work operate as an early form of global care chain 

responding and contributing to the feminisation of the French labour market?

research question & objectives

objectives
    retrace  
    map  

    understand  
    examine 

the global care chain connecting Spain, Portugual, and France 

the intersection of care work, migration, and women’s labour to analyse how the domestic work of 
migrant women supported the feminisation of the French labour market 
the lived-experience and everyday strategies of migrant Portuguese and Spanish domestic workers 

the interpersonal relationships and power dynamics between migrant domestic workers and their 
French female employers as the most local and tangible expression of the care chain

❶ 
❷ 
❸ 
❹



challenging data collection 
= 

topic importantly  
invisibilised and underdocumented 

 irregular migration — hard to track and measure 
 gendered perspective — still overlooked 
 care work — often informal, undocumented and mostly devalorised

sources
primary



sources
quantitative 

 census data from INSEE 
(1962-1982) 

➡ map broader systematic 
changes  

— significance of Spanish 
and Portuguese female 
migration and domestic 
work 

— increasing feminisation 
of labour in France 

primary

qualitative 

 autobiographies  
 documentary 
 retrospective investigation 

➡ show lived-experience and 
agency 

➡ fill potential gaps in data 
arising from the informal 
nature and invisibilisation 
of domestic work



sources
primary

quantitative 

INSEE. “Recensement général de la population de 1962 —Résultats définitifs.” Les Collections de l’INSEE, 
1971. 
INSEE. “Recensement général de la population de 1968 —Résultats définitifs.” Les Collections de l’INSEE, 
1972. 
INSEE. “Les migrations intercensitaires de 1962 à 1968.” Les Collections de l’INSEE, 1975. 
INSEE. “Recensement général de la population de 1975 —Nationalité.” Les Collections de l’INSEE, 1981. 
INSEE. “Recensement général de la population de 1982 —Résultats définitifs.” Les Collections de l’INSEE, 
1985. 

qualitative 

Arondo, Maria. Moi, la bonne. Témoigner, 1975. 
De Suza, Linda. La valise en carton. Editions Carrère - Michel Lafon, 1984. 
Chavance, Jacquie and Guillaume Mazeline. Si tu vas à Paris. Les Films de l’aqueduc - Antoine Martin 
Production - Mosaïk, télévision sans frontière, 2013. 
Correia, Mickaël. "Portuguese housekeepers describe daily ordeal of working for France's upper classes." 
Mediapart. August 19, 2020. 



sources
secondary

feminist and political 
economy litterature on care 
and global care chains 

literature on Portuguese 
and Spanish migration and 
integration in France 

literature on feminisation 
labour in France



sources
secondary

feminist and political economy litterature on care and transnational care chains 
Avril, Christelle, and Marie Cartier. "Care, genre et migration." Genèses 114 no. 1 (2019): 134-152. 
Hochschild, Arlie Russell. "Global care chains and emotional surplus value." Justice, politics, and the family. Routledge, 2015. 249-261. 
Nguyen, Minh TN, Roberta Zavoretti, and Joan Tronto. "Beyond the global care chain: Boundaries, institutions and ethics of care." Ethics and Social Welfare 11 no. 3 (2017): 

199-212. 
Yeates, Nicola. “Global Care Chains: A State-of-the-Art Review and Future Directions in Care Transnationalization Research.” Global Networks (Oxford) 12, no. 2 (2012): 135–54. 
Falquet, Jules, and Nasima Moujoud. "Cent ans de sollicitude en France. Domesticité, reproduction sociale, migration & histoire coloniale." Revue Agone. Histoire, Politique &  

Sociologie 43 (2010). 

literature on the migration and integration in France of Southern-European women 
Condon, Stéphanie. “L’activité Des Femmes Immigrées Du Portugal À L’arrivée En France, Reflet D’une Diversité De Stratégies Familiales Et Individuelles?”  

Population Vol. 55, no. 2 (March 1, 2000): 301–30. 
Da Cunha, Manuel Antunes. "Portuguese women in French public sphere: From invisibility to emancipation". Alternatif Politika, 2016, vol. 8, no Special, p.  

41-60. 
Lévi, Florence. “L’Évolution De Femmes Portugaises Immigrées A Paris Et Dans La Banlieue Parisienne.” Année sociologique 26 (1975): 153–77. 
Negrete Peña, Rocío. María Arondo,"¿ Una voz representativa de las' bonnes' españolas en París? Clase, género, raza y migración". 2019. 
Oso Casas, Laura. "La réussite paradoxale des bonnes espagnoles de Paris. Stratégies de mobilité sociale et trajectoires biographiques." Revue européenne des  

migrations internationales 21, no. 1 (2005): 107-129. 
Oso Casas, Laura, Nicole Lillo Marqués, and Vicente Lillo Marqués. "Bonnes et concierges espagnoles à Paris: immigration et rapports de domination de classe  

dans le secteur professionnel du service domestique." Exils et migrations ibériques au XXe siècle 3, no. 2 (2006): 241-269. 
Tur, Bruno. "Españolas en París ou la solitude des «bonnes à tout faire» espagnoles à Paris." Décadrages. Cinéma, à travers champs 14 (2009): 66-78. 

literature on feminisation labour in France 

Afsa, Cédric, and Sophie Buffeteau. “L’activité Féminine En France : Quelles Évolutions Récentes, Quelles Tendances Pour L’avenir ?” Economie Et  
Statistique / Economics and Statistics 398, no. 1 (January 1, 2006): 85–97. 

Chaïb, Sabah. “Femmes immigrées et travail salarié”. Les cahiers du CEDREF. Centre d’enseignement, d’études et de recherches pour les études féministes 16 (2008): 209–229. 
Dumont, Gérard-François. “Population Active: Féminisation Croissante.” SSRN Electronic Journal, January 1, 1992. 
Marchand, Olivier, and Claude Minni. “The Major Transformations of the French Labour Market Since the Early 1960s.” Economie Et Statistique, 510-511–512 (December 18, 2019): 

89–107. 
Maruani, M. “Féminisation Et Discrimination : Évolutions De L’activité Féminine En France.” L’Orientation Scolaire Et Professionnelle 20, no. 3 (January 1,  

1991): 243–56. 



methodology

network analysis  
map actors, places, and interactions  
 to apply the concept of global care 

chain 

two-level approach

microhistory 
look at personal stories through 

first-hand testimonies  
 to understand local individual 

experiences of broader historical 
trends 

❷

❶ objectives ❶ & ❷

❶ ❷ ❸ ❹ objectives ❸ & ❹ 



preliminary findings

❶
 

❷
   

❸

domestic work of female Portuguese and Spanish women in France as an early example of 
global care chain 

significant reliance on Spanish and Portuguese domestic workers to fill a growing care gap   

interactions between French female employers and Spanish and Portuguese employees 
revealing a class and ethnicised hierarchy within "European whiteness" producing harmful 
racialised stereotypes 



thank you! 



How did the migration of Portuguese and Spanish women to France and their 
domestic work operate as an early form of global care chain 

responding and contributing to the feminisation of the French labour market?

research question & objectives

objectives
    retrace  
    map  

    understand  
    examine 

the global care chain connecting Spain, Portugual, and France 

the intersection of care work, migration, and women’s labour to analyse how the domestic work of 
migrant women supported the feminisation of the French labour market 
the lived-experience and everyday strategies of migrant Portuguese and Spanish domestic workers 

the interpersonal relationships and power dynamics between migrant domestic workers and their 
French female employers as the most local and tangible expression of the care chain

❶ 
❷ 
❸ 
❹

 1960-1980s


