Total Physical Response

learning through physical (motor) activity
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recapitulation of the process by which children
acquire their native language — physical responses
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positive mood — no stress = successful learning
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central linguistic motif = verb in the imperative
(action based drills)
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retracing is done verbally and/or in association with
motor activity
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listening first (language acquisition), speaking and
other productive skills later
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focusing on meaning interpreted through
movement, rather than on language forms studied
in the abstract )

aims: oral proficiency at a beginning level —
comprehension and basic speaking skills

grammar is taught inductively
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fixed number of items/lesson

pen baok, door, bell
up | sauy hello
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major classroom activity = imperative drills - they
are used to elicit physical actions
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Total Physical Response

other classroom activities = role plays (everyday
situations) and slide presentations
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conversational dialogues are delayed until about 120
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Role of the learner: listener, performer
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learners monitor and evaluate their own progress a chvr C ne
teacher gives commands, plays an active and direct \/
role and decides what to teach, chooses materials —
however, he provides opportunities to learn rather
than to teach
learners are encouraged to speak when they feel \/
ready to do so
detailed lesson plans are recommended — prepared \/
utterances
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gradual development of correction (as time goes on)

aids in early stages — teacher’s voice, actions and
gestures
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aids in later stages — realia, room objects, pictures,
slides, word charts, kits (e.g. kitchen)
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