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1.Central quotation
“What adds much interest to his detailed account is Wacquant's explicit analysis in terms of “decivilization” : as the State withdraws from the inner-city areas, chains of interdependence break down, self-restraints disintegrate, “depacification” proceeds as violence proliferates without the police intervening anymore.” (de Swaan, Abram, p271)
2.Argument
Abram de Swaan uses Loïc Wacquant's “ghettoization” theory to describe how the management of the urban space by most of the Western States leads to an implicit urban separation and ghettoization of low social classes and racial minorities. As the author depicts it, racial ghettoization is the result of the “rationality and modernity” ideology. This specific process is one of the main point on which a society can transform from a liberal and democratic society to a totalitarian one. In Wacquant's theory, the “underclass” (which can be seen as the ethnic minorities lower class, often being forced or willing to live together) is cloistered in urban zones that lack social or economic links with the society due to the State inaction (or intentional disengagement).
3.Question
Considering Wacquant's “ghettoization” theory and de Swaan's use of it to point out the risks of the derivations of modernity, is this “ghettoization” process only the result of  an intentional State symbolic and spatial violence policy that is willing to segregate the urban sectors and which actors can overcome this situation in order to restore the well-being of our societies?
4.Experimental connection
This question points out many aspects that could apply to the everyday life of our modern Western societies. I think that there is a certain connection with post-modernism as our Western governments tends to focus on the pure economic interests and decrease their welfare budget (through educational, transport policies or affirmative actions) as it brings no benefit for them. However, I think that, in a sense, in France in particular or even more in Germany, immigrants families tend to live together in specific urban areas that fits their expectations (such as low-budget housing, low pressure on cultural confirmity and spaces to express their identity). It means that when first generation immigrants arrive in a country, they are often confronted to a cultural gap and want to live within urban communities that allow them to be at ease with the expression of their identity. For example, in France, I live in a 30,000 inhabitants city in which most of the latter generation of immigrants (mostly Afghan refugees) live together because of their social conditions but also because they don't want face acculturation. 
5.Textual connection
A famous American sociologist delivered further analysis on the social “ghettoization” of  the African-American  lower-class in specific segregated zones of urban areas. In his 1987 book, he stated that the process of urban isolation of “underclass” in American cities is mostly due to “concentration effects”[footnoteRef:1] which means the lack of opportunities to get out of the ghetto because of the social conditions. Indeed, if a the majority of a neighborhood lives “socially disadvantaged” conditions, it will be hard for its population to evolve into a higher social position and to increase the well-being of the area. [1: 	WILSON, William Julius, "The Truly Disadvantaged: the Inner City, the Underclass and Public Policy. Chicago: University of Chicago Press." (1987) University of Chicago Press, pp 144] 

6.Implications
First, one must know that the contexts between the Northern American and the Western Europe situation. In Northern American countries, the urban social construction is much more recent and specifically segregated into ethnic closed communities than in Western Europe. Indeed, in Europe, I think the urban disparities are much more the result of economic inequalities and social classes distinctions. For example, during the 18th and 19th century, the new industrial working class was installed were much more in the center of cities. I think that the solutions to the social exclusion and ghettoization of a specific part of the population should not be the same in Northern America and in Western Europe as the contexts are not the same. To fight the “dyscivilizing” process in those specific areas, I suggest that national governments should comprehend the well-being of our societies as not only the economic well-being but also the human togetherness. As I think a society is stronger if it accepts and integrate its ethnic minorities, I suggest that the national governments should consider giving more financial assets to local institutions such as the city councils in order to manage transportation, healthcare, educational policies better. It also means that cities must bring people together again and construct more social links through the construction of social-housing or more city-owned housing in city centers.
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