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Outline

• What is terrorism?
• Jewish terrorism
• Palestinian terrorism
• Israelis’ and Palestinians’ experiences of terror
• Israeli measures



Terrorism

• What, in your understanding, constitutes acts of terrorism?



• “One man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter”

• Lack of globally agreed upon definition of terrorism

• Most common elements of various definitions:
• Political demands
• Targeting civilians
• Aims to produce fear
• Non-state actors

• Do you see anything problematic about these characteristics?





Critical Terrorism Studies (CTS)

• CTS: “a research orientation that is willing to challenge dominant 
knowledge and understanding of terrorism, is sensitive to the politics 
of labelling in the terrorism field, is transparent about its own values 
and political standpoints, adheres to a set of responsible research 
ethics, and is committed to a broadly defined notion of 
emancipation.” (Smyth et al. 2008 , pp. 2)





Jewish terrorism



Jewish Terrorism I

• Irgun and Lechi groups fighting against British
mandatory (occupational??) forces

• King David Hotel bombing in 1946 



Jewish Terrorism II

• Cave of Patriarchs attack in Hebron 
perpetrated by Baruch Goldstein in 1994



„The revered Dr. Baruch Kapel Goldstein… Son of 
Israel. He gave his soul for the sake of the 

people of Israel, The Torah, and the Land. His 
hands are clean and his heart good… He was 

assassinated for the Sanctity of God”



Jewish Terrorism III

• Yitzhak Rabin murder in 1995



Jewish Terrorism IV

• „Price tag“ attacks



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4AVfDnwCIE



Palestinian terrorism before Oslo



Hijacking of planes

• Since the late 1960s till mid-1970s, Palestinian groups adopted 
hijacking planes with Israeli passengers as their modus operandi 



Munich massacre



Emergence of suicide attacks

• First Palestinian suicide attack was carried out in 1989 by Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad

• Suicide attacks continued sporadically during the 1990s, conducted by 
Islamist groups

• The peak: second intifada



Second Intifada



• Which organizations carried out suicide attacks from September 
September 2000 through August 2005? (Benmelech and Berrebi
2007)

• 39.9 percent by Hamas 
• 26.4 percent by Fatah
• 25.7 percent by the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) 
• 5.4 percent by the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
• 2.7 percent by other organizations



Palestinian terrorism

Group discussion
• According to Abufarha, what makes suicide attacks thinkable and 

doable on the part of the Palestinians?
• Why might many Palestinians consider all the Israelis as legitimate 

targets?



Palestinian terrorism II

• Embedded in social, religious and political environment 
• Social element crucial – most attackers came from areas with high 

level of political activism (“everyone was joining”)
• Personal experience with the Israeli violence



Israeli counter-terrorism policies 



The wall/fence/barrier and checkpoints

• Intensification of the control of movement



Targeted killings



Operation Defensive Shield

• Triggered by  the Passover Massacre on March 27, 2002 (22 Israelis 
killed)

• Military re-occupation of Palestinian cities



Intelligence gathering

Group discussion
• Under what circumstances you might find torture permissible?
• What are the most problematic aspects of use of torture in general?



• What is problematic about the current employment of torture by the 
Shin Bet?



• Report on use of torture by Shin Bet: 
http://stoptorture.org.il/wp-
content/uploads/2018/07/SitRep2018.pdf

• Military court system: Israeli courts in the 
West Bank had 99.74 percent conviction 
rate in 2011 
(https://www.haaretz.com/1.5214377)

• Administrative detention







Operations/wars in Gaza





War in Gaza 2014/Operation Protective Edge







Great March of Return











“Intifada of knives”

• Between 1 October 2015 and 1 
October 2016: 

• 166 stabbing attacks
• 89 attempted stabbings
• 108 shootings
• 47 vehicular attacks
• 1 vehicle bus bombing
• https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/ForeignPolicy

/Terrorism/Palestinian/Pages/Wave-
of-terror-October-2015.aspx




