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230 Judith Okely

Puxon appeared on television wearing a kerchief, the folklorist’s insignia
of a ‘real’ Gypsy, talking of ‘my people’. The Gypsies I encountered who
knew him always described him as a gorgio. Certainly, the mass media
presented him as a Gypsy, and in this my co-authors and I were asked to
cooperate. A gorgio associate of Puxon, and the publisher’s reader for the
jointly authored Gypsies and Government Policy in England (Adams et al.
1975) requested, unsuccessfully, that we redescribe Puxon as a Gypsy. As
the privately educated public-school son of an estate agent, he had no
Gypsy kinship links, except that he had recently married a Gypsy from
Yugoslavia, To have called him a Gypsy would have been consistent nnzrn_”‘ g
with the Gypsies’ own criteria nor with those of the larger society, althoug
it was politically expedient with gorgio officials. Puxon was always more
successful, and indeed brilliant, as an intermediary in relation to the domi-
nant society than as an indigenous leader seeking recognition by Gypsies
and Travellers. In any case, since the 1980s, he has severed links with
the Gypsies and is currently described as having ‘returned to full-time
journalism’ (Kenrick and Puxon 1995: frontispiece).

1

TERRITORIAL NATIONALISM

In the 1960s and 1970s, the pro-Gypsy gorgio activists, like the Gypsies
before and after, tried ouf by hit-and-miss tactics, different identities and «
strategies. Inspired by the Black Power-movementand-the-anti-colonial
independence struggles of the 1970s, there was considerable talk, mainly
among gorgio activists, of Gypsy ‘nationalism’ (Kenrick and Puxon 1972;
Acton 1974). There was ambiguity as to whether or not this nationalism
also embraced a separate territory and nation-state (Acton 1974: 233-4),
specially Since-Gypsies have ameconiomy which is interdependent with
“that o -nen-Gypsies--A-number of gorgios and Gypsy media
figureheads, including PuXon; argued for a Gypsy homeland called Rom-
anestan. Given the relative silence on the subject among the mass of | /Y
~~. _Gypsies, this was i effect-the” éthnocentric imposition of a sedentarist
!:ﬂ\n\“w.vy;mr traditionally nomadic peGple. Neither another slice of Pales-
" tine ior India were suggested:butinistead Macedonia. Brian Raywid, a
gorgio who had shared life on the road with Gypsies (1964, 1966), wrote to

me in the early 1980s with considerable foresight:

s 4

I see no point myself in even the mythical concept of a Gypsy state. It
would destroy Gypsies. And the location ‘chosen’ (how kind of visionary
gorgios to do this on behalf of Gypsies) is Macedonia, a federated
province of Yugoslavia and with a mix of volatile nationalities, not least
the Albanians. One wonders that the surface of the moon wasn't sug-
gested as more practical and hospitable.

| (Personal communication 1983)
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He later recalled how there were discussions among the English gorgio
associates as to which of them should be the first president or prime min-
ister of this Macedonian Romanestan utopia.

Another political strategy was the World Romani-Congress which has
proved useful in the long run with UNESCO, but at the inception was
imbued with nationalist trappings. Here loosely formed organisations came
together under the label in 1971 (with Puxon as Secretary) for a meeting in
London, followed by a festival on Hampstead Heath. Puxon, as recorded
by Acton, ‘freely adapted the words of Stokeley Carmichael, to say “to
raise the standard of Rom nationalism is like suddenly shouting a secret in
a crowded room™ (1974: 235). The Gypsies were presented with a national
anthem and flag. However, the French Gypsy novelist, Mateo Maximoff,
expressed the opinion that Gypsies neither wanted nor needed a nation-
state. The problem was subsequently resolved by Puxon ‘and other west
European militants [sic]’ suggesting that ‘we must create Romanestan —
in our hearts’ (ibid.: 234). Acton, the non-Gypsy sociologist, has recently
expressed a more pronounced scepticism concerning Romanestan (Acton
and Gheorghe 1993: 13), but does not acknowledge that gorgio ‘leaders’ or
‘militants’ were some of the major instigators of the notion of a homeland.
The majority of the Gypsies were never convinced, even in the loosest

sense. Acton’s own research tacitly confirmed_this_at the height of the

alleged revolutionary movement: ‘The thousand and more heads of fam-

ilies who pai heir subscriptions to the Gypsy Council are not nationalists’

(1974: 235).
Writing to me in 1993, a decade after his earlier scepticism, Brian
Raywid commented,

a e e e e

At least one point, however, seems to have become more rather than
less relevant. That is my reference to Macedonia. Between about 1968
and the early 1980s there existed a utopian idea in certain quarters that
Macedonia should become a Gypsy state. ... Even when the idea was
first mooted it seemed to me a recipe for disaster, given the obvious
facts, clear even then, as to the unsuitability of a Gypsy state and the
unsuitability of Macedonia anyway. To save face, those who once propa-
gated this idea, now claim that they never meant it literally.

The curiosity is that gorgio intellectuals and activists with academic cre-
dentials should have been the major instigators of this political fantasy
imposed upon ‘their’ othered peoples. The Gypsies rarely responded to the
symbolism of flags and national anthems, while an ideology of nationalism
remained ungrounded in any material reality, let alone any desire for a |
homeland. Mercifully for Macedonia, and doubtless the Gypsies, the rep-
resentation of Gypsy nationalism as a demand for a Gypsy nation-state
failed to make headway. In the 1990s, Gypsies in Macedonia, like many in
Romania, initiated a strategy used centuries earlier, by recording them-
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