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xii | Introduction

There are an estimated 16.3 million refugees and asylum seekers around

the world (see Figure Intro. 1). The largest source countries are Afghan- -

istan, Palestine, Mozam bique and the former Yugoslavia. In addition, the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) recognizes 6.6 million peo-
ple in refugee-like situations.! The majority are still in their regions of
origin, having sought shelter in their own or neighbouring countries. In
December 1993, only 104,000 of those currently seeking asylum were in the
United States, 30,500 in Canada, and 3,000 in Australia. Those who had
other humanitarian claims but did not meet the UN Convention definition
(see Appendix 1), included people fleeing conflicts in the Middle East,
Central America, and Asia. To these must be added 25 million people who
were internally displaced within their own countries as a resuli of civil wars,
ethnic conflicts, or environmental disasters. The largest numbers were in
the Sudan, South Alrica, Mozambique, Somalia, and the Philippines (US
Committee for Refugees 1993- see Appendix 2, tables 2 to 6),

Population pressures are not the only cause of ethnic con flict, although
they contribute 1o its intensity. Racism, ethnocentrism, religious bigotry
and prejudice, nationalism and ancient rivalries, intensified by economic

-competition, all play a part. The economically privileged seek to protect

their advantage while the absolutely and relatively deprived fight for their
piece of the pie. One response to these conflicts is 1o create barriers to stem

the flow of migrants and protect the political power, economic benefits, and
social status of the numerical minority.

— e \ el s

Apirtheld - v

Inl 955, just six years after the nationalist government came to power in
South Africa, 1 wrotea book, The Colour Problem, which examined racial
relations in various countries (Richmond 1955). At that time, I suggested
that two elementary processes of social organization are involved in the
examination of migration, race, and ethnic relations. The first is the prin-
ciple of Superordination/subordination. The second is the principle of
separation/integration, Each is a continuum involving varying levels of
inequality in the distribution of status and power, together with degrees of
segregation and dispersion of the populations concerned. When these two
bases of social organization are combined, four main types of system are
possible, although there are many variations when other factors, such as
demographic ratios, levels of economic development, and degrees of sim-
ilarity and difference in language and culture are taken into account.
Extreme differences in power and status, combined with geographic and
social separation, _omnﬂwmﬂmn_ﬁw. Similar differences in power and status
in an integrated system lead taclassifferentiation. When power and status
are more equally distributed and combined with separation, the result is
elf-determinatidp. This may take a variety of forms ranging from separate

statehood 10 a high degree of autonomy within an existing state. The

PRI
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" FlgureInt. 1 Refugees and asylum seekers

Where seeking protection
Total 16,255,000

Middle East Africa
30.3% : 35.8%

South and Americas
Central Asia 1.7%
13.2%

East Asia and Pacific Europe
2.9% 16.1%

(as of December 1993)

SOURCE: UN High Commissioner for Refugees and US Committee for Refugees

combination of relative equality on the dimension of superordination/
subordination and integration (in geographic as well as sociocultural
terms) leads to@SsImIATION (Richmond 1955:27). In the latter case, there
may be convergence towards the characteristics of a numerical majority
Eroup or various forms of Coapiation in which different groups experience

“change in response to endogenous and exogenous pressures (technological,

economic, political, and social). The first four chapters of this book are an
attempt to revise and claborate the theoretical basis of my earlier work in
the light of contemporary developments in Sociological thought.? Later
chapters apply this revised theoretical framework to various situations,

. 'using a comparative perspective within the contemporary world system.

* The Colour Problem ( 1955) contained a chapter entitled ‘Apartheid and
White Supremacy in South Africa’, The book was banned in that country,
although a few copies were smuggled in by travellers who disguised it as a
novel. I wrote ‘in South Africaa large majority of the European population
appears to be determined to hold on to, if not extend, its own privileged
position and to exclude non-Europeans from a full share in the government
of the country, now or in the f uture, For this reason racial relationships in
South Africa arq bound to deteriorate until the pressure on non-Europeans

- becomes so great that a major upheaval ensues, The only alternative would

appear to b: a widespread change of attitude on the part of Europeans,
when and if the grim consequence of present policies is fully appreciated’
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and communication, In turn these are related to nz,azoﬁ of class, ethnic-
ity, racism, domination, migration, and the mbwb.ﬁn.o: of linguistic, relj-
gious, and cultural groupsin q uasi-sovereign statas that are part of a world
System. That system is currently experiencing radical change as i: moves
from modernity, through late modernity, to an uncertain postmodem phase

that promises the possibility of chaos,

Power

Power is a key concept in social theory, although its precise definition and
significance remain controversial. In its most abstract formulation, power
is the capacity to achjeye individual or collective goals through cooperation

and, if necessary, by overcoming opposition, Sociologists writing in the
‘political economy’ tradition generally reduce questions of power tp eco-
nomic relations of production. [n the classic version of Marxist theory,
powerderives from private property and capital accumulation and is
expressed in class struggles. The state is an agent of the bourgeoisie, The
military, the bureaucracy, and the legislative institutions of the modern
State are not autonomous, They are the political arm or ‘executive commi-
tee’ of the ruling capitalist class, Only when revolution succeeds in over-
throwing the capitalist system will the state wither away. Meanwhile, socia)
conditioning induces sy bordination and can only be overcome by a demon-
stration of the false consciousness that diverts the proletariat from a recog-
nition of their rea] interests. ‘Race’, -ethnicity, and religion are among the
forms of false consciousness in question. The ruling class exploits (hese
divisions as a means of maintaining power and reducing the Ppropensity to
revolt. From this perspective, ‘racism’ js simply a manifestation of class

i,

struggle, particularly its colonjal phase (Cox 1948), More sophisticated

good example of this approach is the work of [Stuarf Ha 1980). He
identifies ‘structures of dominance* in situations of Tacialconfict. While
emphasizing the importance of class, he avoids the limitations of classical
Marxism, including economic determinism, reductionism, and lack of
historical specificity (Hall 1980:336). According to Hall, socially con.
structed definitions of ‘race’ are the ‘modalities’ and the ‘medjym’ through
which social and economic class relatjons are lived and experienced (Hall

et al. 1978:394), e .
Others writing in a neo-Marxist tradition have followed/Cox j ogniz-
(19¢7)

ing the reality of a global economic system. For example;

emphasizes the importance of ‘unfree labour’ jn capitalist societjes, Begin-
ning with slavery and proceeding through various forms of migrant labour
ranging from convicts, indentured labour, and ‘coolies® to contemporary
Gastarbeiter and other tempora ry workers, there are pools of unfree labour,
They areall subject to strict controls over their movements and have limited

Theoretical perspectives |5

rights, Miles elaborated on the concept of a ‘reserve army of labour'
deemed necessary to profitability and capital formation. In the same theor-

went on to define ‘imperatjve contro]’

(Herrschaft) as ‘the probability that

4 command with given specific content will be obeyed by a given group of
persons.” In turn this was related to the idea of discipline, or habitual and
uncritical obedience, Weber elaborated the grounds on which power could
be exercised legitimately, but said little about its illegitimate uses, inchiding
exploitation, domination, and coercion. Power was exercised as legitimate
authority when it was based on tradi tion, bureaucratic rule of law, or
through the charismatic influence of a leader who might challenge estab.-
lished systems by appealing to a higher moral authority.

Power in Max Weber's writings was related to questions of class, status,

and political party, Status groups differed from classes in that the basis of il b g

their rank is related to thair (often inherited) lifestyle and the honour and

ter was sustained through preserving

their historic origins in feuda) Systems, but they are also linked to ‘race’,
language, religion, nationality, and cultural differences, Social ‘closure’
arises as a result of defining membership in terms of ascriptive criteria.
Competition creates interest groups that endeavour to contrg] competition

by monopolistic practices that in turn
1968),

provoke retalation by others (Weber

Srsﬁmmuun writers have related statys £roups to the _._.E:E.u_\&ummom.“\ ke

of Tabourthiat occurs when ethnic o
1978). When the occupational o:uﬂo,iﬂn& income distri

r religious groups interact ( Hechter
ibution, voting

behaviour, and Enann..ﬁ_.mmwn patterns of ethnic groups in contemporary

societies (such as Britain, the United

States, or Australia) are examined,

varying degrees of hierarchy and Segmentation are observed, These reflect a
cultural division of labour that has jig roots in historical circumstances of

conquest, migration, and ethnic stratj

fication (Hechter 1975, 1978).

or
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8 | Sociological theories

primarily on exchange, and the socia) System on mutual support or inte-
grative power. A somewhat similar view of power is expressed by Calbraith
(1985) who identifies the main sources of power as personality, property,
and organization, He distinguishes between compensatory and condign
power in terms of the difference between positive and negative reward (or
punishment),

Power relations are always two-way and involve varying degrees of auto-
nomy and dependence. In this sense there js a dialectic of control, reflecting
the capacity of the less powerful to manage resources (particularly sym-
bolic ones) to their advantage, even when filling subordinate roles (Giddens
1984:16). Power implies the capacity to transform social relations and

involves degrees of autonomy and dependence. Even those exercising sub-
stantial power and influence depend on others to carry out orders, but
compliance cannot be assumed in all circumstances. The Parsonian or
functionalist view of System integration adsumes a greater degree of cop-
sensus than is characteristic of most organizations and societies (Parsons
1971). Norms are frequently contested and|scarce resources give rise to
struggle,

Force is an option not infrequently used by dominant individuals and
Broups to overcome opposition, and may be used by minorities in defence
or retaliation. Violence is not to be equated with power. In fact, the resort
to violence is itself an indication that legitimate power and authority are
weak, Violence is instrumental, requiring weapons ranging from fists to
bombs; ‘like all means, it always stands in need of guidance and justifica-
tion through the end it pursues’(Arendt 1970:51). Coercion may be physical
or psychological. It involves the threat of violence or deprivation and the

generation of fear. However, conformity and submission may be achieved -

by a variety of measures, beginning with the earliest childhood socializa-
tion and educational experiences. Behavioural conformity may be baszd on
conditioning, physical rewards and punishments, éxpressions (or with-
drawal) of love and approval, as well as material inducements, In adults
psychological indoctrination, shock treatment, brainwashing, and torture
may be used. Between these extremes are the contemporary instrumerts of
Persuasion available to economic and political powers in the form of ad-
vertising and Jpropaganda through the mass media. This facilitates what
Noam Chomsky (Herman and Chomsky 1988) calls the ‘manufacturing of
consent’, In a totalitarian society or a democratic one during wartime, the
state plays a significant role jn this process. However, in a (relatively) free

Society opposing political parties ensure that there is more than one set of

H__,.m.mmucm._«mnoa may be openly critical of government policies and materi-
‘alistic philosophies of a consumer society.

Corporate advertising is clearly designed to generate a consumer menal-
ity and influence: choice and market share for particular products and
services. Similar techniques are used by politicians competing for power in
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a (relatively) democratic society. The degree of competition may vary in’

both political and economic systems, There are marked tendencies towards
oligopoly in contemporary capitalist societies, particularly since the col-

lapse 6f the Soviet System, which used central state control of the economy,

resources of indoctrination (now reinforced by the use of television) to
influencing attitudes, values, and behaviour, In some situations such as war,

religious leaders appear to concur with the political and economic élites in
the demands made upon people to make sacrifices and fight in defence of a
given nation or cultural entity. However, in a _u_,;_ﬁwmoﬂm..s. the competing
expectations and ideologies of different authorities may cancel each other
out, leaving individuals in an anomic state of indecision or conflicting

aspirations,

A key question concerns the degree of concentration and dispersion of

power in a given system. A structure of domination may be totalitarian and
highly centralized with close links between those exercising power in differ-
ent spheres. Alternatively, more demogratic systems exhibit greater equality

, in the distribution of resources’ and the capacity to fulfil individual and

“minority aspirations, The concept of a power élite implies a high deg
conncctedness between the institutional spheres of power and the in
bents of powerfu
The term ammwnao_..

e of

sitions, who form a self-perpetuating establishm L,
" describes a situation in which a dominant class or

groupis able to influence the symbol systems of a society in such a way that

e

their own position is accepted as legitimate with a minimum of doubt or
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ments that human resources can be traded for profit like
(Salt 1992:1080). . e e T MGt

\\

anT\m:nn from overseas workers are an important source of fereign cur-
rency for many developing countries. ﬂ:nﬁrﬂmmwnﬂmmmain td material
naqn_mvaaa_ of the countries concerned, contributing to education, wel-
_.mh.n. ._Susium the status of women, and contributing to infrastructure
g___n_:m. They also facilitate debt repayment (Stahl 1988), i
ntéerms of trade and commerce, transnational exchanges of go s
always occurred, Beginning in the Eamnnénw%&nwﬁmmhﬂmnwﬂn
world system gradually spread to the rest of the globe with the Fno_.mo_ﬁ.
tion of the New World into a system of exploitation and colonization
(Wallerstein 1974). Money as a medium of exchange was universalized
first through the adoption of a gold standard, later through _.:.R_mwr:‘on»m
vg_am_m and money markets, and, by ﬁ%ﬂ:ﬂﬁ: the electronie linka e
of capital, stock exchanges, and commo Ity markets into g singlz system
n._un_.u:.q_m n.ia_c‘-noc__. hours a day. The so-called ‘big bang’ symbolized the
minmmoa_n Integration of a world system (Dezalay 1990). There remained
internal conflicts and contradictions béfween the Proponents of free trade
.Ea. those who continue to seek protection for agricultural and ann;m.nET\w
ing industries in particular countries and régions. An international division
of labour, with substantial inequalities in the distribution of wealth and in
the _mﬁm of technological and economic development, persists despite the
relative E-nw._ﬁ:o:h.o_n the world economic System. In turn, this gives rise to
mass migrations of labour from the les i
e ooch S to the more developed regions

The Eoﬁ_ﬁ% people is also as old ag history itself, From nomadijc
li

:.:Ema mza.vg 5ts to the inhabitants of space stations, human migra-
:_...,_.u.a a universal axvnzn:_nn. Early traders, military invaders, explorers,
Bmi.a& evangelists (of many different faiths), pilgrims, travelling enter-
tainers, pirates, and highway robbers have carried Fawmmma and cultures
around the globe. In more recent times, mai.m.n_.ma.._aw;_.m_,.rwnmn guest work-
ers, tourists, drug peddlers, ..o:.ﬁ»:&r students, and scientists have been
ile individuals and groups. The revolution
steamship, accelerated with the automobile, the airplane, and the tele-
graph, became a dominant factor in the contemporary world system with
the spread of radio, Tv, R_nnoaa..canmzonu. satellites, and Spacecraft
These new technologies not only Lonvey people and informatipn, they Eu
also the vehicles through which political ideologies, .W_mmﬁnbgg.ﬁa.
oppositional values, and social movements are spread. Appacuraj
(1990:295-310) calls these various dimensions of the globalization process
ethnoscapes, technoscapes, finanscapes, mediascapes, and ideoscapes. He
emphasizes that these are social constructs ‘inflected very much by the

historical, linguistic and _uo_mznm_.um._".ran,_.".,n._:au of different sorts of actors:

m_au____..n__..min:a:._._Sa_:_on_n:.___ua...sg cthnic conflics | 33

Figure 2.1 Global networks

Political

Social — _ _L Law enforcement

Cultural -. Transport and migration

Communications

Bederh

nation-states, multinationals, diasporic communities, as well as sub-
‘national groupings and movements . .. * (1990:296). One could add to this
list mediscapes as the universal consequences of the AIDS epidemic unfold.
‘Thus the global health system is only the promissory side of a world disease
system. Each generates the other, Here, once agaip, théreis a potential for a
m_lumn_uu.auszo: of the global order through n:&g orders, immuniza-

tion control and racism—witness the construction of Afro-AIDS’ (O’Neill
_Oghuva- T S e
Metaphorically, the global system can be understood as an immense
spider’s web of interlinked networks, without a spider in the middle! It
would be tempting to consider the position of secretary-general of the
United Nations as the spider at the centre of the web, but this is clearly not
the case. In the absence of a system of world government, there is nocentral

.,

direction. States operate with a significant degree of autonomy, even

though there is clearly a structure of dominance resulting from unequal
economic, political, and military power. Nevertheless, there are many
cross-cutting ties and the influence of the UN has increased considerably in
recent years. The web of interlinked networks has many sectors (see Figure
2.1). They include the interlinked economies of various countries, their
political systems and diplomatic corps, as well as a variety of other net-
works, together with those of non-governmental and non-economic organ-
izations representing various interests, ranging from religious faiths and
humanitarian agencies to subversive political groups and terrorist organi-

he
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Nm:oawwcuazavomnn onall of these are the m_.._wmmvm_,..m.o 1al networks based
on kinship, friendship, ethnoreligious affiliation, and shared interests. The
ability to maintain these links across long distances has been greatly
assisted by modern communications technology. ;
Beginning with the ‘postal system, telegraph, and ham radio, global
interpersonal and interorganizational networks have been facilitated by
telephone, fax, satellite links, camcorders and vcrs. The cross-cutting Aows
of goods, services, money, people, diseases, symbols, and information leads
lo deterritorialization. Whether in terms of economic interests, corporate
._ organization, political affiliation, preventive medicine, or cultural activity,
{ the 51 dle is no longer the. only or primary frame of reference. Borders have
j become permeable as never before. This is particularly true of the flow of
capital for investment. As a leading Japanese management consultant

- explains, ‘the global economy.-follows its own Togic-and develops its own

"nations' (Ohmae 1990:183). * ~ o i

. The borderless world is not yet a complete reality and there is clearly
r€sistance to its implications. Lip-service is'paid to free trade while eco-
nomic protectionism persists, despite régional integration. Passports may
not be needed by people moving within the European community, or across
the US-Canada border, but stringent controls are being imposed on foreign
entry (o these regions. The flow of cultural products—from films and

television programs to newspapers, magazines, and popular music—is

“Webs.of interest, which rarely duplicate the historical borders between

Cross-border movements of Islamic fundamentalism, Chinese commun-
ism, pornographic literature, hard drugs, contagious diseases, terrorism,
organized crime, and illegal immigrants are similarly restricted. To this
end, borders are patrolled by customs agents, health officials, immigration
officers, coastguards, and quasi-military agencies using the latest surveil-
lance and deterrence devices. Immigrants and refugees are caught in this
co_.__.__...Tmzm:w effort to combat the onslaught of a global system on the
sovereignty of states.

Notwithstanding the trend towards globalization, states remain the units

s o e WAL

upon which the world system is based. The principle of seif-determination
is at the core of the United Nations and its organizations. However, a
common error among social scientists is to conflate ‘nation’ and ‘state’;
combining them in the single designation *nation-state’. This is an ideolo-
gical formulation, reflecting the interests .&.r@bﬂm:man_ groups in the era of
industrialism and imperialism, imposing a single language and identity on
subordinate peoples. In reality, states are frequently multinational and
nations are often polyethnic (Richmond 1988c:143). In Britain, the Celtic
minorities (themselves heterogeneous in terms of religion and language)
have been suppressed under the hegemonic influence of anglophone élites.’
Basques in Spain and the Languedoc and Bretons in France experienced a

similar fate, as did other linguistic and religious minorities in variousg parts

X

m ident Eisenhowsr warned against its uanwamc. to dominate the American
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of Europe and the former Soviet Union. Asian and African states recog-
nized by the United Nations almost all exhibit substantial heterogeneity in
ethnocultural characteristics. Many also faceinternal conflicts arising from
the nationalist aspirations of these minorities. The North and South Amer-
ican states arz no exception, particularly irna_.:_&wa:oﬁ.umou_a resisting
the consequences of colonization claim never to have relinquished their
sovereignty and/or seek to reassert their claims to independence and self-
government,

It is often suggested :._m%_._mﬁm monopoly in the legitimate use of
violerice. The accuracy of this assertion depends on the interpretation given
to the term ‘legitimate’. Clearly, states do not have a monopoly on violence,
or even the use of weapons of mass destruction. Violence begins at the
interpersonal level in the relations between parents and children, spouses
and peers. Weapons ranging from knives and handguns to highly sophist-
icated automatic weapons are readily available. Attempts to control their
manufacture and distribution have been thwarted by the gun lobby,
particularly in the United States. Terrorist organizations are able to obtain
high explosives, and civil wars are conducted with the most up-to-date
weaponry available in a global arms bazaar, in which states themselves are
active promoters of the arms trade. Before the demise of the Soviet empire,
as Giddens (1985:293) notes:

The industrialization of war no:i science to technological research in
such a way to concentrate weapons development in the more economically
advanced states. This initially reinforced the position of these states in the
world at large, and today places the USA and the Soviet Union at the centre of
the weapons development globally, as well as in chronic competition with one
another militarily, But while virtually all military research and development
takes place in the advanced industrialized countries, the world-wide distribu-
tion of armed forces and weaponry does not correspond directly to the conven-
tional global divisions. i

Giddens (1935:255, 293) identifies four major subdivisions nm. the current
world system: 1) a £lobal information system reflecting symbolic orders and

* modes of disccurse; 2) a system of relations cmwinmﬂn.,u_mmn.m involving polit-
ical institutions and a growing number of international agencies; 3) the
world capitalist economy and related economic institutions, and 4) a world
military order enforcing law and imposing sanctions. He rejects the view

at globalization necessarily leads to a complete loss of sovereignty. ‘Since

states exist in an environment of other states, * power politics” have inevit-
ably been a fundamental element of the geo-political make-up of the state

system’ (1985:292).

Numerous commentators have drawn attention to the dangers of the
military-industzial complex endemic in twentieth-century states, capitalist

- and socialist, imperial and ex-colonial, developed and developing. Pres-




\.r..__ 7y .-.sa..\
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cconomy; C. EJE:. Mills observed the integration of political, economic,
and military power lites and, more recently, Soviet analyst Georgy Arbo-

tov drew m:nz:om to the role of the military in the USSR in‘opposing

Admiralty in 1919, a British Royal Commission on the Private Manufac.
ture of and Trading in Arms (1935-6), and by the uUN on many occasions
since ﬂo._a&anr and Njolstadt 1990; Krause 1992; Myrdal 1976; Samson
_o.....c.. Firms such as Krupp in Germany and Vickers-Armstrong in Britain
supplied arms to both sides in the 1914-18 war and since then, a worldwide

rmaments industry has developed in which Third World countries are

ical warfare) were sold toIrag Thisis i
arms trace Srtoee 9.This is only one segment of the international
The worldwide arms bazaar may not have been the beginning of the
global economic system as we know it today, but it remains a significant
noa_u&:n:.n of it. Since the end of the cold war, there has been some
reduction in the stockpiles of nuclear Wweapons, but vast quantities of these
and mownm:un_ ‘conventional’ Weapons remain in the hands of countries
whose internal stability and relations wit their neighbours raise serious
doubts about the __....m..u.:iu&‘ of any o_hﬂ_m violence. The situatian is fur-
ther complicated by the role the United States and the uN have assymed as

much defence expenditure is covers and Secret or subsumed under other
Eﬁwam categories. In the 1990s, annual expenditures in the regior of US
.um.a. billion, or more than 5 per cent of world average GNP, were officially
confirmed. NATO countries Spent an estimated US $516 billion in 1992. The
Ca__"n.n_ States spent approximately $300 billjon annually and Canada over
$13 billion (see Table 7). Sales to other countries, including those in the
Third Eo.:n. were approximately US $4] billion globally, the United States
and .m_“_ums being the largest suppliers. Canada’s armg exports weie over
$1 billion, of which an estimated $253.4 million went to Third World
countries in 1992 and 1993, This was largely due to a huge increase in
exports to Saudi Arabia, notwithstanding the larter’s poor human rights
record (Regehr 1993 :9). (See Table 8.) Ironically, maintaining and boosting
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arms sales abroad have been defended on the ground that such activity
creates employment and combats economic recession. y

In ‘mapping the global condition’, Robertson (1990a:27) suggests that
the period since 1960 has been a ‘phase of uncertainty’. This phase of
globalization has brought inherent contradictions arising from the inclu-
sion of Third World countries in the global system, the increase in global
institutions” and media influence, problems of multiculturalism and
polyethnicity, concern with humankind as a ‘species community’, and
interest in world civil society and.world citizenship. The resolution of these
contradictions and their consequent conflicts will determine whether an
integrated global economy, polity, and society can become a reality. Post-

. _w_a_._mis:mﬂ. globalization, the communications revolution, and a resur-
- gence'of nationalism are related phenomena. In turn, they are connected to
the political, social, and cultural movement that has been labelled *post-

modern’.

Postmodernism
The terms “industrial’ and ‘postindustrial’ refer to technological and eco-

nomic developments. ‘Traditional’, ‘modern’, ‘late modern’, and ‘post-
modern’ describe the social and cultural changes that are noaw%?:na with
the economic and technological ones, although they are ndt necessarily
predetermined by them in any absolute way. There is scope for considerable
selectivity and variation in the ways in which particular individuals and
groups respond to the challenges presented by globalization. Post-
modernism is a_philosophical and. cultural movement. It is a reaction
against previous forms of expression in art, architecture, literature, music,
and theatre. It emphasizes the uniqueness of particular cultures and the
rglatiyity of aesthetic and value judgements. Its ideas have also been influ-
ential in the social scjences, giving rise to considerable controversy concern-

Em”:nﬁ_@c‘nﬁroozamun methods that claim ‘scientific’ or universal
applicability. Some writers continue to defend the posiltivist view that there
can be a ‘natural science of society’, but even they agree that contemporary
sociology does not claim such a status (Turner 1992:156-76).

: In reviewing the literature on postmodernism, Margaret Rose (1991)

distinguishes decanstructionist.theories from double-coded and alternative

theories. The former focus on textual analysis and emphasize the break with
modernism. They highlight latent meanings and reject the metanarratives
supposedly inherent in earlier writings, notably those that claim universal-
ity for the ideas originating in Europe since the eighteenth century, Double-
coded theories reflect the cultural diversity of postmodern societies and i
particularly in art and architecture, reject functionalism, rationalism, and
holism in favour of pluralism, activism, participation, and hybridism

(Rose 1991:40-149). A leading exponent of postmodernism suggests that

)
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‘in the last ten years post-modernism has become more than a social condi-
tion and cultural movement. It has become a world view. But its exact
nature is strongly contested , , . (Jencks 1992:10).

Giddens (1990: 149-73) identifies some of the differences between post-

"y« moderity and what he prefers to call ‘late modernity’ or, in its projected
- Faturistic form, ‘radicalized-modernity’. He rejects the view that contem-

" 'porary.trends must necessarily lead to fragmentation, dislocation, relativ-

.- .city, and powerlessness, Instead,_he emphasizes the reflexive nature of

human behaviour, the trend towards global integration, and the potential
for n@#ﬁiﬁ.ﬂm:_lvm:mmcﬁzm for women .and minorities who, in pre-
modern and modern societies, were largely excluded from the decision-
making process. He emphasizes the role of radical social movements and
‘utopian realism’ in achieving positive change in spheres such as political
representation, the status of women and minorities, labour conditions,
peace, and the protection of the environment.

One characteristic of the postmodern perspective is the recognition of the
role of irony in the vocabulary of philosophy and sociology. This involves
the conjunction of opposites, the recognition of unintended consequernces,
and a questioning of once _m_s_._-ETm_..mEan_ assumptions. Specifically, it
casts doubt upon the view that modernity is the necessary and inevitable
outcome of forces that must carry other countries and continents in the
same direction as Europe and America, The legitimating discourses of
rationality, secularization, and the values of the ‘Enlightenment’ are seen

m;ni:m ninkw&\ummwmfno:muw:mmnnm;&mn other societies (as well as our own)
may wish 1o avoid by _.n._a.\,onmaw their underlying premises. For example, J.R.
Saul (1992) decries the ‘dictatorship of reason in the west’ and attributes
such phenomena as the Jewish Holocaust in Nazi Germany, the develop-
ment of the atomic bomb and the proliferation of the ' arms race, the degra-
dation of the envi ronment, and other disasters to the application of science
and technology in the service of the state. He regards the most common
characteristic of power élites as ‘cynicism, rhetoric, and the worship of
both ambition and power’ (1992:580). However, Gare must be taken not to

confuse postmodernism with aptimodernism. The former looks forward,
whereas the latter isa romantic nostalgia for an often mythical past and isa
reaction against trends characteristic of postindustrial and late modern
societies (Turner 1990).

Nﬁ,mucnn.:.mm.e rejects the view that postindustrialism and globalization
must lead to cultural Ksthogenization through the spread of capitalism and
mass markets. Although the instrumental forms of advanced technology
may become universal, their expressive and symbolic meanings are used
selectively, transformed, and adapted to the needs and interests of local
communities. ‘Indigenous cultural values shape the transformations that
external forces engender and the ironies and resistances they generate’
(Coombe. 1991:198). If this is true of non-Western societies, it may also

apply to the cultural minorities within Western societies whose voices are

——n Rl T T —
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ing heard and responded to as never before. Frederic Jameson (1991; 17)
make§ this point when he states that “if the ideas of a ruling class were once
the dominant (or hegemonic) ideology of bourgeois society, the advanced
capitalist countries today are now a field of stylistic and discursive hetero-
geneity without & norm.” The micropolitics of gender, ethnicity, B.R and
‘religion—that is, the politics of difference—ensure that new social and
linguistic codes are more freely expressed. In turn, this raises the question
whether ‘anything goes’. ;
Taken to extremes, postmodernism leans towards nihilism and the rejec-
tion of all claims to knowledge as ‘truth’. Objective truths are replaced by
%m? entirely subjective and relative to the point of
view of the interpreter. This argument fails to distinguish between instru-
mental and £xpressive knowledge. As Gellner suggests, scientif mn._msaw,._.
edge ‘has proved so overwhelmingly uoin__bh._u economically, militarily,
administratively, that all societies have to make their peace with it and
adopt it* (Cellner 1992:61), However, this still leaves fundamental ques-
tions conceming human rights and political organization in dispute. Issues
such as private property ownership, territorial claims, torture and :s,anmE
penalty, the status of women, the rights of minorities, the preservation of
lifestyles, the survival of languages, the practice of religion, and _. 32_0_.5 of
expression are caught in the paradox of universalism versus mmm._nmu.m.ﬂmﬂ.
Whosé values are to prevail? What if the values i Guestion are :ﬁ:.:«:ﬁ
contradictory? How does one respond to the claims mq.?_“i.n.mn:.v.m._ua (of
whatever religious or political persuasion) who insist upon imposing :.ﬁ:.
particular ideas and practices on others, by force if necessary, or of elim-
inating, through expulsion or genocide, those who are.different? Such
ideological fanaticism is one of the contributory factors in the spread of
o:..innoaau:onnu.

— e

Ethnic conflict
Ethnolinguistic and ethnoreligious heterogeneity by themselves are not-a

sufficient cause of conflict. In fact, I have argued that ‘the complex com-
munication networks of postindustrial societies will create the possibility
of a new type of society, free of both religious and o_ran\w_n._mm_nqm:no‘ E._
permitting great diversity within the structure of a supra-national state
(Richmond 1988¢:181-2). However, I went on to say that such a transition
would not come about without conflict, and that there would be reaction-
ary movements reasserting national sovereignty and seeking to impose

ethnic and cultural uniformity, Fishman (1989: 18) makes the same point

- when he states that ‘a characteristic of postmodern ethnicity is the stance of

simultaneously transcending ethnicity as a complete, ma:.nougm:.on Sys-
tem, but of retaining it as a selectively preferred, evolving, participatory
system." Fishman then identifies some of the factors that hinder the emer-

gence of such benign forms of ethnic identification. They include the
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