 CPE....Assignment 2

 
Here are some comments on the homework/ answer sheet that you are being sent (no. 1). The sheet refers to the HW you were given in class . The homework basically concerns collocations, that is words that go together, as you already know  since we've spoken of it so frequently. 


The collocations here concern two groups: Adverb+ Adjectives and Adjective+Nouns. In the first category( adverbs+adj) the adjectives are divided into  gradable and non-gradable adjectives. Gradable adjectives are further divided into Strong and Weak.  For instance, Terrified is stronger than Scared so it is considered a strong gradable adjective, whereas  Scared is weak gradable.  This affects the adverb that modifies it (as seen in exercise 1 on HW sheet)...you would be absolutely terrified( strong modifier), but extremely scared (weak modifier).  In addition, there are non-gradable adjectives which express absolute states, e.g. extinct (line c in sheet) and these are modified by strong adverbs, so totally extinct. 


This bit of grammar sometimes appears to defy logic and in fact may not be very useful or important. Collocations are essentially usage, the way we speak the language, but this concerns what is going on in exercise 1, so it is info you may find interesting. More important are the collocations you find in the rest of the sheet.  I am sending you the sheet (1)with the answers penciled in .

  Below I'm adding a few  words and collocations taken from paragraph in  sheet (1):

      Stark.... collocates with stark truth,reality
       Sheer.... collocates with sheer folly, ignorance, pleasure 

       something is daunting (adj)

  and the most common collocations from exercise 3:

   deadly boring                  extremely conceited, competitive          hopelessly inefficient          utterly devastated   

    relatively successful             totally enjoyable              incredibly rich, dull              

                Your first task is to choose  five  collocations from sheet 1 and write a sentence for each.

I'm also sending a second sheet (2), also adjectives.  There are some nice sentences here showing      
gradable and absolute adjectives and their confusions, but the task centers on ex.7. First,  use the 
correct adjective suffix for each word and then choose five of these adjectives and write a 
sentence using the adj correctly.

               So three  tasks … 5 sentences using collocations, adding adjective suffixes, 5 sentences using these     
adjectives
