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Zdenek Rafaj
Would you dare to go beyond?

Imagine you are among the first people who can walk on the surface of a brand new planet. Wherever
you decide to go no foot touched the gro.und before. What would such a planet look like? What would
livingtherebelike?Interstel1artravekffibeenmankind,sdreamsinceweuegat{neuruverge>
exploratig)and found that our Earth is just one out of countless lookalike planeis.

To literally reach for the stars, we need the means to get there in the first place. We need an interstellar
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on principles we already ktio*, e.g. fusion, otheifare at least theoretically feasible, e.g. bending the
space-time continuum in warp engines, and some utilize the yet undiscovered properties of space, such
as subspace or tachyons.

The closest star to our Sun, Alpha Centauri A and B, is more than 4lighryears away. Even the fastest
man-made object, NASA s Parker Solar Probe with its breathtaking 192 000 km/s, would spend more
than 6 000 years to get there. If interstellar travel should be of any use, the spaceship velocity needs to
be very close to the speed of light if not higher.

Due to the fear of overpopulation and unbearable pollution, interstellar travel is now more tempting
than ever. Unfortunately for all of us, the laws of nature tell us that it is not possible or at best it will not
happen anytime soon.
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