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It is hard to imagine a modern world without antibiotics. They are considered to be a
revolutionary invention that has changed the world. By the 1950s they had become an integral
part of any antibacterial treatment. People most often associate the appearance of antibiotics
with the discovery of penicillin by Alexander Fleming in l-928, however, the first antibiotics
were discovered 20 years earlier with the invention of salvarsan by Alfred Bertheim and paul

Ehrlich. Salvarsan was the first drug that effectively counteracted syphilis before penicillin
appeared. lt was the first organic antisyphilitic, and a great improvement over the
inorganic mercury compounds that had been used previously. After its invention, people who
had suffered from syphilis got a chance to recover, And although salvarsan was the first
antibiotic, only after the appearance of penicillififntibiotics received mass production. / r^ r'ct"*rzrt
Especially during the Second World War, when th'e mass production of penicillin saved the lives
of soldiers from various diseases. For the discovery of penicillin, Alexander Fleming received the
Nobel Prize in 1945.
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