	Alert!

Power Outages and Surges  

Pennsylvania Power Utilities, Inc. announces that citizens of Western Pennsylvania should prepare for power outages and power surges this weekend.   Repairs are being made to a major hydroelectric facility in Buffalo, NY, and power is being borrowed and diverted throughout the northeast United States.  Citizens should plan for 1-2 hour power outages throughout the weekend, and power surges in between outages.  You can best prepare by keeping flashlights in each room, and having extra batteries available.  Outages and surges can affect heating and air- conditioning, and alternate plans should be made for heating and cooling. Reducing the number of times the refrigerator is opened will keep foods at a safe temperature.  Freezer doors should be kept shut.  If thawing has occurred, foods should be eaten immediately.  If thawed food is discolored, or smells spoiled, it should be discarded. 
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