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London 2012 Olympic Games

Like the Beijing Olympics, the London Games were dominated by two of the greatest
Olympians of all time: Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt and American swimmer Michael
Phelps. By taking gold in both the 100-metre and 200-metre events, Bolt became the
first man to win track’s two most prestigious sprints in consecutive Olympiads. Phelps
became the most-decorated athlete in Olympic history by capturing six medals
(including four golds) to bring his lifetime total to 22. Overall, the U.S. won an
Olympics-high 46 golds, which was the country’s best performance in a non-boycotted
Olympics since the poorly organized 1904 Games, where more than five-sixths of the
competitors were Americans. Along with Phelps, American swimmers took home a
great number of those golds, notably teenage sensation Missy Franklin (who won four
golds, including both the 100-metre and 200-metre individual backstroke) and Phelps’s
friendly rival Ryan Lochte (winner of two golds and five total medals). The other major
swimming story of the London Games was 16-year-old Ye Shiwen of China, who won
the women’s 200-metre individual medley (IM) and shattered the world record while
winning the 400-metre IM event. The star of the gymnastics events was Gabrielle
Douglas of the United States, who won the women’s individual all-around gold and
was a member of the gold medal-winning U.S. team. Source: britannica.com


