Week 7 Discussion Questions: Haraway (2011) & Raffles (2010)
                                                                Liya AI

2) Discuss the differences between Western and Indigenous Australian conceptions of time and how they are important for practices of care, responsibility, reconciliation.

Western societies “face” the future, while the past is behind and is to be overcome, succeeded, surpassed. In addition, the present is nothing but a vanishing point of transition toward what is to come. They value the future the most and do not value past and present because of the Christian temporality. In contrast, indigenous Australian country “face” the past for which they bear the responsibility of ongoing care in a thick and consequential present that is also responsible to those who come behind. Unlike western societies, indigenous Australian country value all the time: past, present, and future. For them, the country is a multidimensional matrix of relationships: it consists of people, animals, plants, Dreamings, earth and air… All living things have responsibility for the other thing regardless is it living or not. Moreover, country is materially and semiotically distinctive, each with its own human beings created for that country and responsible for it through the generation. 

3) Analyse the tendency of settler societies to look for ‘salvation’ through the introduction of new species. How does the text suggest evaluating these animals according to Aboriginal Australian practices? 

People in settler societies think that introduce new species to look for ‘salvation’ is good to solve problems that they are facing. However, the truth is that they only add problems to those they were supposed to solve. According to Aboriginal Australian practices, the text suggests facing ancestors of many kinds and responsible for those who come after. Moreover, people must study how to live in actual places, cultivate practices of care, and risk ongoing face-to-face encounters with unexpected partners. Although there will be no perfection, there can be ongoing and effective care that stays alert to many sorts of history. People should not look for salvation from modern and technological ways such as the introduction of new species because it could damage the original ecosystem and causes new problems. 


4) What are the specific effects of low-level radiation and what is the significance of randomness and indeterminacy?

The effect of low-level radiation falls within the range of “natural” background radiation emitted from elements present in the earth’s crust. However, it could affect cell development. Busby argues, a cell (any cell) is hit by radiation approximately once a year. If the cell is in its normal quiescent mode, it is fairly robust. However, during times of active replication- a repair mode that can be triggered by various forms of stress- the same cell is highly susceptible to radiation. At those moments, it exhibits considerable genomic instability. The randomness and indeterminacy waves of artificial radiation can exacerbate the vulnerability of a cell to radiation. Cornelia explained the randomness of artificial radiation using the analogy of bullets: it does not matter how many are fired, whom they are fired by, or even when and where they are fired; you need only be hit by one at the wrong time and in the wrong place to suffer its effect.

