Week 12 Discussion Questions

1. Describe the environmental conflict between indigenous peoples and state and corporatist actors. What is the problem with framing indigenous approaches and knowledge as culture and/ or beliefs? How is respect and tolerance of other cultures denying ontological difference?
Indigenous approach and knowledge defend access to and control over natural resources because indigenous people believe that they should respect nature and live with it but not destroy it to take advantage. Thus, if indigenous approaches and knowledge adopted as culture or beliefs, it will be difficult for state and corporatist actors to take advantage (make money) from natural resource. 
The author states that “tolerance can only go so far before universal science is brought to bear to demarcate the limits beyond which disciplining force is required to meet unreason – ‘unreason’ or ‘irrationality’ being just different words used to deny ontological differences” (p.21). Tolerance and respect of other culture can only be accepted before the limit of universal science sets. Once the limit of universal science sets, respect and tolerance of other cultures will be unreason or irrationality. And, the words unreason or irrational are used to deny ontological differences.


3. What does it mean to address environmental conflict as political ontology? How does this facilitate a pluriverse (a world of many worlds) rather than a universe?
Addressing environmental conflict as political ontology means indigenous people’s opinions will be completely ignored and only scientists’ opinions will be valued. Indigenous people have their only cultural beliefs about nature such as nonhuman relatives and spirits. However, these things are not within the purview of science, and they are considered as human fabrications (p.18). People who want profits will follow scientists’ advice about how not completely destroying nature but still destroy some of them to get profits.
On the one hand, some people do not have real knowledge such as scientific knowledge, but they have cultural beliefs. On the other hand, some people have real knowledge, but they do not have cultural beliefs. And both choose to not compromise. As a result, a pluriverse formed.
