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4. How does coal underwrite relations of power that we discuss as biopolitics and necropolitics?

The process of joining coal to socio-political formations is a biopolitics. And this biopolitics moves away from the governance of life and death into a consideration of how the geosocial formations of fossil fuels constitute the very possibilities for certain types of social, biological and political arrangements. To study the geosocial matrix as it pertains to both power and possibility is to register it as a mode of expression that is already active within these formations, yet often bracketed out and its political potential underplayed. In addition, such a permeable materiality of fossil fuels might just bear on the reconceptualisation of the Anthropocene as an epoch characterised by a differentiated corporeal geology of/in the blood. From the examples of emissions from coal power plants are linked to 80,000-150,00 premature death in India between 2011-12 and “fracking” in the U.S adversely affects non-white communities in terms of health impacts, it could say that fossil fuels are a necropolitical institution that distributes uneven effects.

6. How does Yusoff’s account of coal change the conception of the Anthropocene?

A permeable materiality of fossil fuels reconceptualized the Anthropocene as an epoch characterised by a differentiated corporeal geology of/in the blood, rather than as a universal line in the sand. The author claims there is a need to pay the same attention and critique to the promise of “nonlife” in the Anthropocene as has been done to “life” in an incipient era of biologism. In addition, while the Anthropocene designation poses geologic time as an inhuman supplement to the milieu that is both before and after “us”, it also needs to be articulated as compositional to this epoch: its pleasures, modes of exhaustion and specific mineralogical affiliations. Although, in current conceptualization in the sciences, the Anthropocene is rendered as both asexual in the recourse to an inert geological materialism and distinctly normative in its framing of geologic life through moments of natality and extinction (and thereby reproduction). It is important to note that these “Ends” are never just semantic; even little non-fatal ends can have a violence and bodily purchase that makes the conditions for survival more or less possible. And, furthermore these “Ends” are structural in organizing sites and opening spaces for labour in making/unmaking Anthropocene affiliations. 
