Week 9 Discussion Questions

Liya AI
1. What is the relation between energy and gender, and even feminism, suggested in the two texts? Why and how do pronuclear and pro-oil politics emphasize women’s liberation and freedom to gain support? 

According to Wilson (2016), women have been identified as major consumers of energy. For example, fashion products made from petroleum. In addition, they are also identified as consumable commodity that can perform political engagement. Similarly, Voyles (2015) states that women as mothers and homemakers are main domestic energy consumers. Moreover, in the context of 1970s feminism, the industry framed cheaper energy technology as a means toward the end of women’s liberation. Pronuclear emphasizes women’s liberation and freedom to gain support because women need nuclear energy to help them run the dishwasher and washing machines, otherwise, it is difficult for them to get a job or continue to be liberated. Pro-oil politics emphasizes women’s liberation and freedom to gain support because reinforcing women’s relationship to petroleum products can bring new female consumer markets, and politics can be and performed by the recuperate female body. 

3. Although uranium mines are concentrated on certain parts of or near Diné land and a small percentage of the population works in such places, the entire Diné population shows effects from exposure to radiation. What does this tell us about the ‘travels’ and effects of nuclearity on the environment?

Exposed to uranium mill tailings, unreclaimed mine sites, and uranium-polluted water all significantly affects birth rates and genetic mutations. Radiation from nuclear is invisible and its effect is long-range. Therefore, it is difficult to find the effect of radiation on the environment in a short period. Although everything might look fine in the area of Diné land, many plants and animals are certainly affected by the radiation from both inside and outside. Moreover, non-living things like water and land also can be affected by radiation. 
The effect of nuclearity can last several hundred years or even longer.
