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1.Central Quotation
«Just as the nation-state is being eroded from above and from below, ceding some functions and capacities to supranational and others to subnational institutions, so too national citizenship may be eroded by the development of forms of supranational and subnational citizenship. » (Brubacker, Rogers p172)
2.Argument 
According to Rogers Brubacker, the fall of communism launched era of consolidation of nation-State and opened a rethinking process of the notion of citizenship in Europe. Indeed, through the long process of consolidation of the French and German nation-State, both two countries developed strong political traditions. French with its assimilation tradition on the one hand and the German ethnic-State structure on the other hand. However, through the last decades and the fall of communist regimes in Europe,  those States struggled to come up with strong leadership in the context of globalization and the emergence of economic and political hegemonic powers that followed. As modern centralized States fail to fulfil their objectives, local and ethnical identities reappeared with the feeling that the several waves of immigrations broke the ethnic homogeneoity of those European States.
3.Question 
Considering the fact that Brubacker thinks citizenship can play a major role in the construction of our identity, can Europe be considered as a community that will override our national identities or are the national traditions too strong to merge our identities and our conceptions of a potential European civilization?
4.Experimential Connection 
The example of Europe as an area that is rethinking its identity through a double process of clustering such a territory (with borders and a restrictive common immigration policy) and opening it with the revival of a kind of universalism is a very actual debate that is taking place since many years. As a French citizen, I can relate that many French elites see Europe as a community that should not give up its universalist values and embody an open-immigration policy for several goals such as the decline of our demography (in an instrumentalist way) and the tradition of welcoming and integrating immigrants to our community as a positive add-on to improve our evolving long-time civilization.

However, I can tell that, through the last decades, immigration had a massive impact on our view of our civilization. The debate about the vision we have of ourselves as a community and as a civilization must take place because immigration questions our identity and questions what we are not in a negative way but in a that leads us to think about the core values that are the roots of our identity whether it is a national, regional or supranational one.
5.Textual Connection 
The divisives criterias that could be arguments against the cultural resurgence of the European identity such as linguistic cleavages can be overlaped by political leadership. As he cites marxists and liberal theorists, Birch
  says that forming larger groups (such as the European community could be) demands the integration of national minorities with an instrumentalist goal. Little cultural groups must be ready to give up a bit of their sovereignity to gain sufficient international credit in a broader community. Indeed, in our contemporary World, little entities are meant to be integrated to bigger groups in order to develop but it does not mean that they have to assimilate. Birch expects that pluralism can be a threat to progress but also enhance the idea that minorities should be given rights to help develop broader communities.
6.Implications 
This debate leads us to think whether or not nation-State failed to bring answers to the several crisis that lead to lack of common values in the Western countries. Considering economic and demographic reasons, mostly because of globalization, a wider understanding of what makes the European community such an important group is vital. Indeed, I think that every human must know its own identity to be able to self-construct, and by re-affirming the European values we could override the unique economic purposes that have been given to the European Union since its creation. 

The failure of the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe back in 2005 must be understood as the fact that European populations did not understand the importance of the consciousness of a renewed sense of the “European family” as it was seen by the Founding fathers of Europe after World War II.

Though the European citizenship is already existing, the immigration crisis that took place in the recent years developed a certain resurgence of subnational and supranational identities as the nation-States could not enforce measures and answers to this crisis, hence it is necessary to improve the cultural cooperation of the European countries to highlight the common identity of Europeans by, for example, imposing common European history basis in the school programs.
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