Assignment Description: Qualitative Content Analysis and Critical Discourse Analysis

Objective: This assignment aims to introduce students to qualitative research methods, specifically Qualitative Content Analysis and Critical Discourse Analysis. By analysing a provided dataset, students will learn to identify themes, interpret discourse, and critically engage with textual data.
Tasks:
Qualitative Content Analysis:
· Data Familiarization: Thoroughly read the provided dataset to understand its content.
· Analytical Procedures: Select appropriate procedures for coding the data. 
· Units of Analysis: Define the units of analysis within the dataset, such as sentences, paragraphs, or documents.
· Category Development: Develop categories or themes based on the content, capturing key ideas or concepts.
· Memo Writing: Add memos to each category or theme, explaining their creation and providing examples from the data.
· Reliability and Validity: Explain strategies for ensuring reliability and validity in a real-life scenario.
Qualitative Content Analysis in Excel:
· Create an Excel spreadsheet with each unit of analysis separated into cells.
· Theme Identification: Identify themes or categories within the dataset that capture key ideas or concepts.
· Coding Procedure: Assign a code (0 or 1) to each theme based on whether it appears in the selected segment of data.
· Data Coding: Code the themes within the Excel spreadsheet by entering 0 or 1 in the corresponding cells based on theme presence.
· Results Presentation: Use Excel's charting tools to present the results of the content analysis. Generate charts that visually represent the frequency or presence of each theme within the dataset.

Critical Discourse Analysis:

· Data Selection: Choose the same dataset used for the qualitative content analysis.
· Approach Selection: Select either a Discourse-Historical Approach or a sociocognitive approach for the Critical Discourse Analysis.
· Analysis Application: Apply the chosen approach to the dataset, focusing on discursive strategies, power relations, and ideological positions.
· Discursive Elements: Identify key elements such as language use, rhetorical devices, and framing techniques.
· Meaning Construction: Explore how these elements construct and perpetuate social meanings and ideologies.

Deliverable:
Written Report: Provide a comprehensive report (800 words) documenting both the qualitative content analysis and the critical discourse analysis. Include sections on data familiarization, analytical procedures, units of analysis, category development, memos, reliability and validity strategies, results presentation, discourse analysis approach selection, application of the chosen approach, analysis of discursive elements, interpretation of findings, and critical reflections on the implications of the discourse identified.

