Grammar

Conditional clauses begin with if (or a word such
as when which means.the same as if) and follow
basic patterns (se¢ also 5b). This Section deals
with patterns which form the First; Second and
Zero Conditionals:

First Conditionals

We use First: Conditionals to talk about events
which are possible. The Conditional clause can
refer to the present or the futuare.
Conditional clause .
if + Present Simple  — will + bare infinitive
If it rains, we will stay at home,

main clause

* The Conditional clause can come before or
after the main clause, We use a comma at the
end of the Conditional clause when it comes
first:

If you don't try harder, you will fail.
Yot will fail if you dor’t try harder:

* Other structures are possible, depending on
what you want to say:
Conditional clause
if -+ Present Simple
If you behave yourself,
if -+ Present Simple

.. main clause
- modal verb

you can cong:
~ be going to (future)
If you dow't work, yor're going to fail,
if + Present Simple - imiperative
If you need anytling, ask,
if + Present Continttous — will + bare infinitive
If we're leaving soon, Pl get my coat.
if + Present Perfect
If Pye finished,
if - Present Perfect

Pl be able to come,
- modal verb

If you've finished, you cas go out.

Imperative - and/or + will

Eat less and yow'll get slim.
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= will + bare infinitive,

First and Second Conditionals

Second Conditional

We use the Second Conditional for unlikely

situations in the present or future:
Conditional clause  main clans
if + Past Simple - would:
Y1 had enviugh money, Ld retire.

* Instead of wonld we can use other modal verbs:
If Lost my job, Imight go abroad for-a while.
¢ Compare: First and Second Conditionals:
If Flose my job, Pl find life very difficult,
(= there is a possibility — First Conditional)
If Tost iy job, I'd find life very difficult.
(= there is no evidence - Second Conditional)

Zero Conditional

We use the Zero Conditional to show that one
action, result, ete. always follows angther, We
often use when for'if:
Conditional clavse
Present Simple
If/ When water freezes,
When I travel by boat,

___ main clabse
~  Present Simple
it turns io ice,
Py always sick,

(just) in case

This means ‘because it is possible that...” and

usually comes after the main clause (see page97)
Paul will bring you u swealer in case it:gels cold.

provided (that); as long as
‘These phrases suggest that there is one vital
condition (see also page 97):

Provided you rest, you’ll. make w full recovery,

unless
We can use unless to replace ifl.. nof in
Conditionals (see also page 97). After unless, we
use a Present tense to tatk about the futures
Uniless you Teave now, you will be late.
You will be late unless you go now.

FIRST AND SECOND CONDITIONALS ‘

s leaving can'’s might starts am  would be

1 T i not busy, Pl visit you,

2 Ifhe .....ccovie.ns careful, e wouldn’t break
things.

3 If he were slimmer, he ...
more attractive:

.. much

4 JESHE covevceriinnn., Prime Minister, she’ll raise
taxes,
5 Unless you stop wasting time; 'm ...,

right now,

ﬂ Write two sentences using the information,

The first should expressa likely event and the
second a less likely but still possible event,
Exarmple: - we leave at eight/we arrive on fime

nt o'elosk,

t a'clock,

am not busy/ come and pick you up
ISR s momissssssisinmmine
2 you fall/break your leg

loss v:..ﬁ.mes
3 Idrink too tuch wine/J feel sleepy
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Test iRelits coivvssssocnntosssiinntinmmtomsrismssiorses
4 you get the'job/you have more freedom
likely:
e e A
the-quéstions be easy enough / everyone ‘pass
the test

oy

TESS AR s overmvomsivivimenin o s

ﬁ Complete the sentences using these words and phrases.

becomes take should

6 If you don’t give me more information, I
sseesnanenes Bl you,

7 12 fite isoiiennn.s the alarm goes off.

YOU ..ionne e ke your-own food if you

don’t like my cooking.

9 e, more exercise and you'll soon Feel
better,

10 If the weather improves; 1 ,
astroll.

o0

s g0 for

@ Complete the second sentence so that it is as

similar in meaning as possible to the first
sentence, using the word given, Do not
change the word given.

Example: Her job is tiring because she doesn't
have a secretary. #ot
If she biad a secretary, her fob wo
nok be so tiring

—

Give us your vote and we promise to make
this country great again.  long
We'll make this country great again
s US YOUE VOLE,
“There will be no more unemployment, if we
win the elections.  jobs
1€ we come to power,
weees fOF everybady.
We will build more schools if we can
afford to,  enough
.oy werwill build more schools.
4 They-won’t Jet you into the theatre without a
ticket.  unless
You can’t get into the theatre o ccenrnns
coovmrisssenareremiienirs € HiCket,
5 Bring your sun lotion because a heatwave is
possible.  case
Bring your sun lotion ...,

™
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We use the Third Conditional to talk about an
event or situation that did riot happen in the past:

-

-

* Instead of would, we can use conld ov might
modal verbs in the main clause:

Coriditional dlause  main clause Iif E:ﬁ asked, I could’ve SE.E‘: the answer;

if+-Past Perfect = would & Perfecr” I W:NE have goneto the party if I had known

If Bruce had asked me, I would have said ‘yes’ B i . ) )

\« T e 1t Lo o S * We c?& use. if only meaning 'l wish very
mgmmweém..&: et e e strongly” (see 5¢):

If oirly he had asked, T'd have helped hin,
v If Uhad not becote a teucher, [ would Vv Forlyhe o1 peinn

liked:to be-aw actor, Mixed Conditionals
Sometimes we make sentences wlhich raix Secon
and Third Conditionals, especially when a past
event-has am effect in. the present:
If you hadw’t invited nie, 1 wouldn't have gons
td the party, (= I.did giv to the party ~ Third
conditional )
If you hadi't invited me, I wouldi't be hiere
now, (= I'm-at the party now - Third + Secon
Conditionals)

Notice how we can make either clause negative,
with changes in the meaning

If I had taken an wimbrells, | wouldi’t have got
wet. (= but I' did get wet)

I Uhadn't taken an umbrella, I would have got
wet, (= but Leidn’t get wet)

Both clauses can be negative:

They wouldi't have inissed their plane if they
hadi’t woken up late. (= but they did wake up
late, and they did miss their plane)

% Complete these sentences to make appropriate Third Conditional or Mixed Conditional

sentences, using the corrict form of the verbs in brackets,

Txample: 1£Y0U «.cnnnn., (cotive) to the theatre yesterday, you .......

o (enjoy) the play.
Ifyou bad come to the theatre with me yesterday, you would have snjoved the play:

o

P cosnnen., (visit) Athens Jast yéan Lo, (phone) you,

2 M only oo (know) you alréady-had tickets, 1 ..., ... (not get) any for you.

3 IEYOU i, (stAEL) coming to the course earlien, you ............. {could pass) the exam,

4 U1 .o, (not be) so shyat-the party Jast Saturday: Lo {might make) more friends.
5 IFYOU ..ooosnnernn (0t spend) so much money; ..., (ot be) angry now,

6 L ovveiernnenn, {conld become) an accountant if [ v (b€) good -at maths.

7 She .. (get) promoied last year if she ..oy, (not argue) with the boss.

8 He oo (ot get) the job, if he ...
L1 (P

Loy (O WeAr) a tic.
. {meet) you before, my life ......cc.... (be) different.

10 IFhe ooveensne. (ot sc) the other car, there ..o (be) a serious accident.
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THIRD CONDITIONAL

Make Third Conditional sentences for each of the following situations.
Begin with the words given.

Examnple: 1 was tired. I went to bed early,

IF1 hadn's felt Lived, | wouldi't ave gone 1o bed early, or:
If 1 hade® - tived, | would have gone to bed laver,

I didn't have encughi money. [ didivt take a taxi,

I wasn't interested in the film. T didn’t o to the cinema,

Serdees

B T S O N PPN RO

We took the wrong turning. We-arrived late.

Romeo thought Juliet was dead, He committed suicide,

Romeo wouldn’t . CEAESS s e A g N T e e ¢
Oliver was punished. He asked for mote food.
IEOHVEr s qrmmmemimnssgee tie g5
The building had weak foundations. It fell down:
The building wouldn't have ..ivn.eienin,
1 didn’t go downstairs, I was afraid of the dark.

You didi't run fast. You didi’t corme first,
You could . e R T s e TR N
1-didn’t know she was the examiner. 1 made a silly joke.

She didn’t have a car. She couldn’t have driven there.

each space in-the following text with one suitable word,

the difference

R

I often wonder how my life would have the most minute details: a split-second

(1) different if on- that
particolar day I .o, (2) watked in
the other direction, 0f what .............. (3)
have happened if - in those few seconds -
T oo (4) walked just a little hit
faster? She wouldn®t ............. (5) been
able to do what she did, say the things she
said. I3t ...connns.. (6) 1L been for these
shy words of greeting, I would not
wiewwaneness (7) here now - I would probably
e, (8) In the same city 1 grew up
in, It is amazing how our lives depend on

% SRS e s s os s

decision which makes all the difference.
e (9) 1 ever have found romance at
all oo (10) I hadn't met Prancesca
that day and if she ............. (11) decided
not to walk on that path beside the trees?
I couldn’t possibly ........... (12) done
what T did in my life if we ... (13)
not met on that bright, sunny moming.
And if the sun had not ... (14)
shining and the birds singing, she would
probably have ............. (15) even spoken
to me,
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