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30 e Chapter2

It must be emphasized that what matters at this stage is not
only to collect data but also to collect social data. This means data
about social life, about what happens between people who live in
groups, communities, and societies. It is not a trivial task to be
able to distinguish between data in general and social data. How
to prepare for this—how to develop a good eye for what is
social—will be discussed in the second part of this book. And so
will the need to know some social theory when you theorize.

The way you observe at the carly stage of the research differs
from the way you do it later. What matters at this point is to get
a real sense for the topic so that you can develop some good ideas,
which may later be used to construct a theory. This means, among
other things, that you have to open yourself up to what is hap-
pening, with all your senses as well as with your subconscious.

Durkheim’s basic rule for how to observe is as valid for the
prestudy as for the main study. This is that the social scientist
must begin the research process by acknowledging that he or she
does not really know anything about the phenomenon that is to
be studied.

The kind of knowledge that you might have picked up here or
there about some topic is superficial and of little value, according
to Durkheim. It is absolutely crucial for the student of social sci-
ence, he says, to realize his or her “complete ignorance” of what is
to be studied (Durkheim 1982: 246; emphasis added). Or to
phrase it in other words: [71s always different from what you think!

The term that Durkheim uses to describe the kind of knowl-
edge we all have before having studied something seriously is pre-
conceptions (prénotions). It is basically a kind of knowledge that
comes from living and operatingin society. The rule for the social
scientist is “all preconceptions must be eradicated” (Durkheim

1964: 31).
Durkheim’s ideas about preconceptions are, to repeat, as valid

for the prestudy as for the main study. They are also useful in that
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they make it easier for the social scientist to avoid the choice be-
tween empiricism and general theory. They do this by pushing
the analysis beyond what exists on the surface, and this forces the
social scientist to realize that a new conceptualization is often
needed to account for the facts. It is precisely this that makes it
easier to avoid falling into the trap of empiricism as well as gen-

eral theory.

Back to the Use of Theory in US Sociology

The danger of ending up with cither the empiricist kind of social
science or with the abstract kind of social science was early rec-
ognized in US sociology. This dilemma was, for example, very
clearly presented by C. Wright Mills in a book that originally was
to be called Autopsy of Social Science but that we today know as
The Sociological Imagination (Mills 1959).

Mills’s attempt to solve the dilemma consisted of two moves:
letting loose imagination in the sociological enterprise and going
back to the classics’ view of social science as an attempt to deal
with important social issues.

A very different attempt to solve the dilemma was made in the
1960s and 1970s by a small number of sociologists who tried to
develop a new approach to theory, known as theory construction
(for example, Zhao 1996; Willer 1996). Their main idea was to
look at theory as if it was a method. Just as you need to be sys-
tematic and clear about the ways in which you collect data and
process these (methods), you need to explain these in a system-
atic and clear way (theory).

A mrn.on% is not moanmrwbm given or just an idea, it was wnm:nm
you construct a theory. It has a number of parts that need to un
fitted together in a special way. The result of looking at theory in
this way implies a rejection of both empiricism and abstract



“Burdpmas axe nok 1eym jo a3papmouy Supensuad
uo srp wEwwﬂ ueyy 1oyres ‘vopeueldxe ue Y dn Surwos pue
wmﬂ:ﬁf& Lyi8e ue dopaasp o3 st s1o118W %:S:uawﬁ.c:m JeyM
Mﬁu cwimuiﬁq Y2 214 Y3 ST I9PEI 2], 31 IN0qe L1091 & doaa

v 01 19p10 Ur uouswouayd e Inoqe 31q v AMb mowy 01 pasu
noA ey pue 1 921103 03 £11 nok 210§2q A[ngares Kxoa Sury
-9UI0S 9A195q0 03 ATBSSIOIU ST 31 IEYI IOPEDI 31 [[23 10U Op Luum.z
pue oA g “Sunsal (nyaIed YSNoIy 9591 UIIMIG BUTWILIISIP
031 404 M0 21n31 03 PUE “UT PaIsa121UI I A>T cocquc.ua.m umu
103 ues Ao se sasapodAy Auews se am dn swos 03 yooq hiclie!
JO SI9pEDI Y3 9FEIN0IUD YOIEJA PUE ABT UIDA JE[IUTS E c.H

(€1 :8961 2quiooyoung) _uorssajoid oypoue umoo.au .%3«@0.&
P[MOYs Ut p21s2123ut A[Tea1 ST oY Y3 UONIE[21100 AUt 10§ suoneue[d
X2 9[qISUDs 22113 I53] IE Jo Jup[ury LINoLYIp sey oym u.zv?:m
®, “SO14024] [7120§' SurtIn4isuor) Ut aquiosydung o1 Jurproosy
) "PAIPUEY 2I€ 3593 [[oM MOY PUE ‘PIIUIA
-ut 9q ued Jeys sasaypodAy SunsoIolut Jo IPquUnU S YIM S[TEf
PUE SpUEls YoIeIsaI [Nyssaddns 03 K23 9y, Is1xd Apesiye o1 pasod
-dns st Apnas 01 3uesm nok uouswousyd ayp anoqe sFpapmouy
"PAY2A 2q 3] wed ey ad4a oy jo sesoyrodAy Gupsoraaur
2ompoid 031 st 3yse3 Juerrodwir 350w SY1 pue 81y 9P ..__ouu:bm.
-u0> A10911 9Y3 103 sUISdq YOIEIsaT Jo ssa001d oy USY M

‘Inoqe syyeads uroysm(y yey3 §
-u0221d o3 puo4aq 03 01 prey 1 soyew 1?“8%2““% “MMW
Jo yoe| B yooq stys ur 2apdadsiad op woxy .:oqumuw.:.g Jo 93e1s
91 UO UOMIUIIE ST JO ISOW Pasnooj pue Jurziroays w UOTIBAIDS
~qO JO JUSWI[> I3 Pa10uTt IT Kem o3 YIIM Op 03 mmﬂ. ao.m_usbm
-u0> £1021 Jo yorordde oy jo sassauzEIM 1930 2531 JO u.cO
"Y00q STY3 Ul P2IBIOAPE ST Ik

-Z1109Y3 JO PUDY 93 WO} JUDIYIP BEM& ummu Juo HM@ .m.hﬁﬁwﬁw ”
[IP[s Ureasd e pasu nox "y I woij Jurngiswos uuﬁuquu. and nof
1] 31q © ‘s2051d paneoriqegerd oyaador Sumay £q Lroap e prmq

03 S3U9
PT3s Yoea3 A[eruasss NOJ “UOHINIISUOD L3091 30 YorOId

€€ e UONEAISS]Q |BI00S

~de 53 MOQqE [EdTUEYDIW Surypewos 5T 19T} PIUONUIL 2q TOOS
[[IA YOIGM [[244 SB SUOSERT 19RO WOS PUe SIY3 JO INST € SY
£Sooydhsd
aantugos woyy nduy Aue InoyIm yoeoxdde sit padoaasp Jusw
-9AOW UOMINIISUOD A109Y3 Y3 e Ajqeqoxd sy styp 10§ uOSESI
JU() "PIIBABND Apadoxd oq 10u p[nod EACUUT O3 £aoededs a3
Jey) pue poOISIAPUN JOU STA $NOISTOdqNS Y3 03 JUI] AY3 IR
s3ury 19y30 Suoure SUESW SIY], Bupyurp Areurpio dn soyew
JeUM JO ISOW JO asuadxe ayp 38 IySNOY [eo1807 10§ sousrayeird
suORONNUOd AI03(3 HIM Op 03 STy $SSOUNEIM 25913 JO dUQ

(9661 OBYZ H66T oZep ‘ojdurexa 10§) pud pesp ©
ST U99S UL} Sem PUe £Soo1o0s U1 9pEIIP T INOQE 10§ Auo paise]
31 Aym uredx 03 djpy asaya MITA Awr U1 puE ‘UOTINIISUOD £10
~oup jo 2andadsiad atp 01 $ISSIW LM 5UIOS ISTXD OS[E 232y NG
“f10013 ®
JONIISTOD 03 [[I[S 2Y3 [OE ST [[24 ST UTLI UL nok pue paronins
~u0d A[[nyased 9q 01 SPIIU IEY Burypowos PeaIsul st Iy "SINUI
835 A9) B 01 PRIDIASAI 9q P[ROYS 3T Guraowos 1 ST 10U ‘UONT
-naug y3nory nok 03 sawod ey SUIYIIWOS J0U ST Kooty 3B
ondie qaog "UOMONIISUOD L1091 Jo e pUE Suiziioayy 2ANE
-o15 jo yoroidde o3 2432 farurgye ue 31X A[TEa]0 2191 puT
“wonoaIrp 1YSIT A3 Ul 240U ® syuasardor A[patugop UORONNS
w05 £10913 JO BIPT 23 N0Oq SIy3 Ul aAndadsiad oys wory
YOTEP D) SOWE[ PUE AT SIMTYD
£q (L61) s9ouarog rir0S 241 t SIPPON 01 u0IINPOLIUT U STIIY
Gojomos puokaq 08 puUT MI[A TNO UPEOI] M JI PUY “2quiod
-PUnRG MYy Aq (8961) samoaq], 71208 Surpmazsuory Aperdad
-s3 51 23911 A30j01008 U] ‘BUIZII091 UT PISIANUT 2T O 3501
10§ Apnas 03 [nyasn K104 TS 2T YITYM ‘sxe94 9521 urmp padNp
-01d 10 wONONNSUOD AIOSYL UO SHIOM juearodwt md) ¥
-aouas [eppos [eonoed “pood 01 spea]

31 ‘UORONISUOD AI03Y3 JO SAEI0APE oy 03 Burp1020y k1093

zloideyd e Z€




32 e Chapter2

theory. According to the advocates of theory construction, 1t
leads to good, practical social science. .

A few important works on theory construction were mM,o-
duced during these years, which are still very ﬁ.mnmﬁ to mﬁcm.% or
those who are interested in theorizing. In sociology there .G mmx
pecially Constructing Social Theories (1968) by Arthur m.ﬁbn -
combe. And if we broaden our view and go beyond sociology,
chere is An Introduction to Models in the Social Sciences (1975) by
Charles Lave and James G. March.

From the perspective in this book, the idea wm nrn.\”:.% n.os-
struction definitely represents a move in the right direction,
and there clearly exists an affinity between the .m.w@nownr of cre-
ative theorizing and that of theory construction. Both m.nmﬁn
that theory is not something that comes to you through intu-
ition, nor is it something that should be restricted to a few star

thinkers. It is instead something that needs to be carefully con-
structed, and you can learn as well as teach the skill to construct

ry.
’ mWnHVm Mﬂnnn also exist some weaknesses to the wnnm@nnnwwn of mrn.\
ory construction, and in my view these help to explain why it
lasted only for about a decade in sociology and was then seen as

a dead end (for example, Hage 1994; Zhao 1996).

One of these weaknesses has to do with theory contruction’s
preference for logical thought at the expense of most of ﬁ.\rmﬁ
makes up ordinary thinking. This means among other things
that the link to the subconscious was not cbmnammowm and that
the capacity to innovate could not be properly n:_nz.mmnm. One
reason for this is probably that the theory construction 5.9.8-
ment developed its approach without any input from cognitive
logy.
wm%\nwww HWMH? of this and some other reasons as well, which will
soon be mentioned, there is something mechanical about the ap-
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proach of theory construction. You essentially teach students to
build a theory by fitting together prefabricated pieces, a bit like
you put together something from IKEA. You need a certain skill
to do this, but one that is quite different from the kind of theoriz-
ing that is advocated in this book.

One of these other weaknesses of the approach of theory con-
struction has to do with the way it ignored the element of ob-
servation in theorizing and focused most of its attention on the
stage of verification. From the perspective in this book, a lack of
fresh empirical material makes it hard to go beyond the precon-
ceptions that Durkheim speaks about.

When the process of research begins for the theory con-
structor, the first and the most important task is to produce
interesting hypotheses of the type that can later be verified.
Knowledge about the phenomenon you want to study is sup-
posed to already exist. The key to successful research stands and
falls with the number of interesting hypotheses that can be in-
vented, and how well these are handled. .

According to Stinchcombe in Constructing Social Theories, “a
student who has difficulty thinking of at least three sensible ex-
planations for any correlation that he is really interested in should
probably choose another profession” (Stinchcombe 1968: 13).

In a similar vein Lave and March encourage the readers of
their book to come up with as many hypotheses as they can for
the phenomenon they are interested in, and to figure out how to
discriminate between these through careful testing. But Lave and
March do not tell the reader that it is necessary to observe some-
thing very carefully before you try to theorize it, and that you

need to know quite a bit about a phenomenon in order to de-
velop a theory about it. The reader is left with the impression that
what fundamentally matters is to develop an agility in thinking
and coming up with an explanation, rather than basing this on
penetrating knowledge of what you are studying.
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s
some MvwwﬂmwoaﬂpOb SO ﬁrmﬁ %C—H can mﬂﬁ a new Nuwmwﬂ on 1t. At ﬁ#—ﬂ
_ _ . _ w - .
ater mﬁmwmﬂu whnen VOEH H&.ﬂm.m are to bE tested 1n a mwwﬂﬂH:Nﬁnﬁ NM—&

methodical fashion, it is enough to work éa.w nw.ﬁ BoMn Mw?o”
range of what can be called “‘hypothesis-testing facts” (Stinch-
noMWM ww NM@ wvomw::wsm of the research the information mvoam
come from a very broad range of sources. It can n.an mno.a inter-
views, archives, newspapers, bar codes, mcﬁogomn%?nmu data
sets, dreams, movies, poems, music—pretty much from any
source that has something to say about the phenomenon you are
i ested in.
Enwnmmwp it is not at all necessary that this Emo.ﬂamn.wo: WTM”L_& vnm
mmﬂrnnn& in a reliable manner—meaning by this, aﬁﬁr the help o
the best available methods. This goes for quantitative as well as
itati ethods.
mﬁwwwmmw”dvnn one for this stage of observation is that things
are not what they seem to be, rule number two is that %owr can wmn
any data or information that will help you to go beyond the exist
ing preconceptions. Anything goes! e
To acquire information at this early stage wn.wnnmnbmm a % in
and relatively independent stage in the nrnwﬁﬁbm process. To mmn
the data you need will take its time, and it is :dm.o:m:ﬁ not to ; MM
impatient. It is also helpful to 7oz start analyzing the materi
until you have Jearned quite a bit about the phenomenon you are
i in. .
_:mm@mmwwﬂnmwsabm of the research process, there @amar a distinct
temptation to cither draw on the anmm. you already MB or nM
begin to analyze whatever you are studying yery soum & dawn star
ing to observe things. Both of these lead to mistakes. ._an:l
stein’s dictum for how to philosophize is also useful for ﬁ.r_w stage
in social science: “Don’t think but look!” (Wittgenstein 1953:
66e; emphasis added).
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Choosing a Topic to Observe

The first task when you want to do research is to pick a topic. The
social science literature provides several suggestions for how to do
this. You can, for example, choose something interesting, some-
thing that constitutes a problem, and so on. Since you can do good
work and formulate a good research question only if the topic is
well chosen, the issue of what to focus on is very important.

According to some scholars, you should choose a topic that is
interesting and appeals to your curiosity. This makes intuitive
sense, as does the idea that the kind of research we appreciate is
research that we find interesting,

In an article by Murray Davis titled “That’s Interesting!” it is
argued that what makes us think that some studies are great is that
they strike us as interesting (Davis 1971). The author also presents
a theory why some ideas are seen as interesting and others not.

Something is seen as interesting, Davis suggests, because it
breaks with what we expect to find. “All interesting theories, at
least all interesting social theories, then constitute an attack on
the taken-for-granted world of their audience. . . . If it does not
challenge but merely confirms one of their taken-for-granted be-
liefs, [the audience] will respond to it by rejecting its value while
aflirming its truth” (Davis 1971: 311).

Some theories other than that of Davis try to explain why
something strikes us as interesting. According to one of these,
something is seen as interesting because it appeals to our sense of
curiosity. Curiosity, in its turn, is often seen as a drive, like hunger
or thirst. While we use food and drink to satisfy these two drives,
we satisfy our curiosity by seeking knowledge (for example,
Loewenstein 1994; Kang ct al. 2009).

A second theory about what topic to pick holds that the scien-
tist should choose to work on a problem. This view of things is
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surprise. This can be quite difficult to do, but it is SMnomme. s0
you will be free to exclusively focus on S?wﬁ caused the MEMER.
“It feels like curting your feet and legs off,” a noﬁnwmsn tol EM
But it is something that has to be done, because it is the secon
topic that will yield the most. N .
Finding a moom topic is important, but it is not enoug .~
also need facts to study it—and this presents another prob em.
In the words of Robert K. Merton, what you now :ann& to do is
to locate some strategic research material (SRM). “By SRM va
meant the empirical material that exhibits the mrnm.poanﬂw to be
explained or interpreted to such an mmﬁaﬁmmn m.sm in suc M.wnnnm-
sible form that it enables the fruitful investigation of Hunnﬁowm y
stubborn problems and the discovery of new problems for fur-
ther inquiry” (Merton 1987: 10-11). . ,

The two-stage process of observation that Hun:nn. advocates M
similar to Durkheim’s argument about preconceptions. Hb vom
cases you start out with one view of things and have to wait Mo o_
the analysis until you feel that you have reached a deeper leve
(Durkheim) or found a new topic (Peirce).

To sum up, research can be triggered by a mnozn:? UM_ man‘m
thing interesting, and by manﬁrmbm.mﬁ.@EmEm‘ Regar Mmm .o
what sets off the research, however, it is important to emphasize
three things. First, the initial phase of observation mr.o&n_ be nwm
ried out in a very free-ranging manner. Second, ﬁrnoJNEm shou
be held off for a while. And third, the topic to study is not :nmwx
sarily what you initially set out to analyze, but what after a while
strikes you as being the most promising to pursue.

Description and Observation
While description and observation by no means are synonymous,

mnmnn:u&oz occupies an important Emnm in observation mm.@
cherefore also in theorizing. Description 1s very helpful at chis
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stage, since it allows you to gather facts without immediately
linking these to a theory.

In many of the social sciences description is seen as inferior to
analytic thinking and in general as unscientific and undesirable
(for example, Abbott 2001: 121-22). Economists in particular
have a low opinion of description, a topic that Amartya Sen ad-
dresses in “Description as Choice” (Sen 1980). In Sen’s view de-
scription is an important as well as a difficult activity. The main
reason for this is that it involves the choice of which details to
focus on and which to leave out.

The typical attitude of economists toward description, Sen
says, tends to lead to “confounding the nature of description as
an activity and unnecessarily weakening the theoretical under-
pinning of many legitimate and useful activities in the social sci-
ences” (Sen 1980: 368).

Among philosophers, it is perhaps Wittgenstein who has been
the most interested in description (for example, Gert 1997).
What you first have to understand, he says, is that there exist
many different ways of making a description. Descriptions are
“instruments for particular uses;” and there is a difference be-
tween, say, describing your room and describing your mental
state (Wittgenstein 1953: 290-91).

The kind of descriptions that Wittgenstein himself was
most interested in were descriptions of words and how peo-
ple use these, in which situations and with what intent and ef-
fect. By being extra sensitive to these issues, he believed, a num-
ber of difficult conceptual problems in philosophy could be
solved.

While the interest of the social scientist differs from that
of Wittgenstein, one can nonetheless follow his lead and make a
special effort to observe very closely the way in which people use
language and what they try to accomplish by doing so. Proceeding
in this way allows you to tap into some of the most intriguing
and complex aspects of social life.
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seat of your pants dirty in real research. (Park in Bulmer
1984: 97)

Hughes points out that not only sociologists make observations
but also reporters, and sociologists can learn much from them
(Hughes 1984a). He does not mention comedians and authors
of novels and poetry, but they also make very sharp observations.
To paraphrase Wittgenstein, there exist many ways to make ob-
servations, and these need to be observed.

When you make an observation, Hughes says, it is important
to “distance yourself,” which roughly means that you need to po-
sition yourself vis-a-vis people in such a way that it becomes pos-
sible to make objective observations, as opposed to participating
in their lives and looking at things from their perspective.

As part of this process the observer will also begin to trans-
form the information he or she has picked up into objective
knowledge about groups and institutions. This is when observa-
tion truly becomes what Hughes refers to as “social observation”
(for example, Hughes 1984b: 317, 499; cf. Mills 1959: 70).

In his discussion of fieldwork Hughes also uses the expression
“observation ‘on the hoof’”—meaning the kind of observation
that only the skilled social scientist can engage in. When you
make observations on the hoof, Hughes says, you view things in
terms of social patterns or institutions (Hughes 1984a: 504-5).

According to the dictionary, the expression o7 the hoof also
has a second meaning, which is suggestive in this context and no
doubrt appealed to Hughes. It means doing something while you
are also doing something else.

Observation often entails this double kind of behavior: the
observer seems to be doing one thing, while he or she is actually
busy observing. Double behavior also has the capacity to unlock
your creativity; it is sometimes only momwwzn to come up with a
new idea, when your brain is busy with some other task.

Social Observation ¢ 45

In a similar spirit Howard Becker (who had Hughes as a
teacher) mentions how he learned to make observations as a
young boy in Chicago. He did this primarily by riding the sub-
way for hours and hours, just looking at what was going on. Later
he did the same thing, when he worked as a jazz musician (Becker
no date).

While facts of all kinds may be of heuristic importance at the
stage of observation, primary data of the type generated through
fieldwork are special in this regard. One reason for this is mrmmm
you know exactly how they have been produced; another, that
they are untheorized, in the sense that they have not been mmnnhnm
through the mind of some other social scientist. This makes it

not only easier to theorize the data, it also makes it more likely
that you will find something new.

Statistics and Observation

At first it might seem that statistics would be useful only during
the main study, because of the careful and methodical way in
which a statistical study should be conducted. This, however, is
not the case, and statistics can be part of what the mrnolwnn
draws on during the prestudy. This is true not only for descriptive
statistics but also for more advanced versions.

During the early stage of the research, statistics can be used
both for tentative explanations and for observation. Statistics are
routinely used in social science for explanatory purposes, but as
John Goldthorpe argues, they may also have a valuable mﬂw:nmon
to play at the stage of observation. “It is important,” he says, “that
the use of rather advanced statistical techniques for . .. @E.@Ownm
of what might be called sophisticated description should be
clearly distinguished from their use in attempts at deriving causal
relations directly from data analysis” (Goldthorpe 2001: 11).
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also supply the reason for this stance: 70 carefully observe yourself,
and to do so for heuristic purposes, represents one way to get
some ideas about the phenomenon you are interested in.

Take, for example, Peirce’s description of himself when he
Jooked at an impressionist painting of the sea. “As I gaze upon it
I detect myself sniffing the salt-air and holding up my cheek
to the sea breeze” (Peirce 1992b: 182). You can of course ask
whether Peirce was correct when he said that this was the way he
reacted to a painting of the sea. And for a quick and tentative
answer—why not observe your own reactions?

Introspection in the form of self-observation can also be of
help in establishing what meanings and moods actors invest their
behavior with. One problem with meanings and moods is that it
is very difficult to get into the head of the people you observe.
Meanings and moods also tend to change and disappear. And
again, one way to bypass this problem is to observe yourself (for
the centrality of meaning, see, for example, Weber 1978; for the
centrality of mood, see, for example, Damasio 2003).

But a better way to mnOnnnmv of course, is to somehow get into
the mind of the people you observe. According to Weber, it is
through the process of understanding that we are able to some-
how enter into the mind of other people, and this understanding
is typically either rational or “emotionally empathetic” (Weber
1978: 5). When someone behavesina rational way it is relatively
easy for the analyst to understand what is going on in the actor’s
head (Weber 1978: 4-7). A person is perhaps trying to solve
simple problem in arithmetic, and we immediately understand
the way of reasoning that this involves.

When it comes to empathy the situation is more complex.
Seill “the more we ourselves are susceptible to such emotional re-
actions as anxiety, anger, ambition, jealousy, love, enthusiasm,
pride, vengefulness, loyalty, devotion, and appetites of all sorts,
and to the ‘irrational’ conduct that grows out of them, the more
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readily can we empathize with them” (Weber 1978: 6). Note that
Weber is here reminding us that understanding is directly linked
to self-observation. ° T
The role of memory was mentioned earlier apropos the ad-
vances of cognitive science, and something also needs to be said
about its importance for observation at the stage of the prestud
Memory is crucial for ongoing activities, in that you cannot ww\ﬁ.
at all unless you have calibrated what you are about to do with
the help of memory and experience. This means that explorin
memory has to be part of observation. What do people nnanam
ber; what do they forget? What do people want to remember;
what do they want to forget (for example, Wickelgren 2012)? .
Just as observation means paying attention to memory, it Lro
mcans paying attention to history. According to ,Hoﬂznimn
who did quite a bit of observation on the hoof when he Qm<&nnm
around in the United States, we are all linked to the past through
invisible threads (Tocqueville 2009). History connects what HW
dividuals do now to what they did in the past. "
d.ﬁ category of history goes well beyond memory, even if it
also E.nranm it. The problem for the theorizer, at the m.mmmn of ob-
mn‘?mnosv is to somehow see how paying attention to the past
will make it easier to discover what is happening just now. dmm is
also a reason why it is helpful to know something about the way

that histori i
o0s) .aﬁozm:m theorize (for example, Bloch 1964; Iggers et al.

The Role of Earlier Social Science Studies and Theory

Some readers may by now have become impatient and ask
irm‘_m about the role of carlier studies by social scientists on nrn.
topic you are observing? And what about your training and
years of experience? Are these not important, and do mrnm% not
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