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ilrttl Vlll.iĺltls ĺ]f()tll]s''l'lrt.sr' illĺ ltrĺl(' t('11l]l sl)()ftS, illĺlir'itltr:tl sl)()rts' ('()lltll('t

lllltl tlĺlll t'tltltltt'1 '1""t','l.tl'""l 
sl)()ftS r'vllicll itlr'<llvt'htttlllttls lltĺrltill11

lrrlĺl lĺillillli t,ltľiĺltls t-y1,,.r..)ĺ',rr',i,'l','ls, liltĺ''tł'tl lls'i"lltllt'' :tt1tllltit's1lĺlrts

lll)(l ĺ]]()t()l's1liltt:;, rľllir'1l irlvĺllr/('lll( ill!i ill t'llrs tll-tll.trllllil'r's'

WLil'' rll('il { ()lll('lI],"'"'''' "t''" 
illtirĺl i:' tr iIlr l''i'rrr''' ;l' lir ilit t' llt

lll:tll\ iItsl.tll, l'\ \l)()ll\ '""'l"''lir''' 
rlr l''llr1''rl lĺr ll'titlitt:'' rt1l tll'' |'t"lv irl

Wllystl1iltll]i!]llL,il)tltllt'rtitltt.s,1lllr,..l.c.'ĺlilltt'rtilt'tltĺlĺlt'vt'lĺl1lsliillsĺĺlr
l)tll.l)()s(.Sĺltllt.rtlt.lll1,li.llsrlt..'lttltlc'ltti'rtltilllll('llt.'l.lrlrtis,lĺ.llrllill11tĺl
ll( ( tlfllt(,ly rł,iĺ'lLl a t-tltll tllrĺltt11ll 1lrltĺ.'1-it t' irl lt s1ltlrtillg ('()|1t('xt rł'llr'tllt'ľ

it is lr s1lc:lr, ll ltltliil,ĺlr'v ..,r a ,.iĺ]l..' ,lr l,',rĺ,,i'lg, tĺl t'lll1lĺlĺly s1lct'iĺ'ic't'ĺl1_lll' i

tit's ĺlĺ.ĺ.rlĺlttt.llll.t. (rtrrlĺliLrg' r'r,ľt'st1illg) tlr-lri1ility (ĺ lillllillii, hĺlrst'-l-ii1illg)'

ltl tltllcr ttllltt.rts, tl'.'r",,l-riliti"s s('(t1fc tllt'sttrviVlt1 'lĺ'tlrl.' 
grĺltt1l irl hltr''

ittglll.'lltll.'lrIll'.l);lll'(ll(ll5tl\(,'ssilri.lr(Ll.'.rll.litllrttllĺitl;-.l..trlll.'.,.I
.|,ht' Ąllt.itlllt (]rtlĺ'lĺs ..,')ri,l"r.'.1 s1_ltlĺt lltlcl 1ltlclil5' hL'lrlth, trlli1lillg ill1(l

ĺltllcss lts cclltral ,,r,'.t,,,.rĺ,r,-,, r.,.i.lity lĺl..l lly t'xtcl'lsiĺlll 1'tlliticltl 1rc'llĺ1l

(lililrslntll)ttlll.rillg,Z(X)7J.S1ltlrtslł,crt'lll)llft()ĺ]thĺ'irrrlltlt'rstllllĺlirlgĺlĺ.
ĺ'ir,ilizinĺ] llf()(]cSS('s ((]iviĺizilrg l)ľoĺ:ĺlsstls] lrrr..1 thc s1<ills lclrĺn''ĺl itl s1lĺlrts

;""'""';.,"; ĺlĺ,r'r,hllt thc (ln'cl<s [lrlltl lłĺlrllll'ls) sarłl lls scttil'lg tllt'l'll lr1lllĺt

Írorn.1lllrll.rrillrls,.llĺx'l,cl\,ĺ]r,lrsl.)liasargtt('S,sttr.hcĺllltcstsl,vt'rcĺlĺ.t.'tt
irltcllliĺlrllrlly vitllt'rtt 

"''ll(!1 
.,rl!'ta 1_,r"l"' 1'ĺ'' 1-"'1lĺlth 1llĺlocly lrllcl ĺ''rtal (ll1ilrs

llrli1l)lĺllnirlg,7007:ll5l.Mt'njĺltrstiI-rgintnt:clicr,llt()tlíllłnlcntSwťft.
t'rlglrgcclill.sports,rvitllsinlil.rrsocilll,p()1iti(.lt1lrllĺ1nli1itlrryĺilrlt.tioĺls.lĺl
lIlllly llilfts tlĺ'l'll1ltra Nt'rł' (lrtiĺlclt [}'N(])' pr('l)lll_ill!] ĺilľ tlisptrtcls rvith

tlt1rt'ľ clillls ancl htrntin| ĺbĺlil cĺlntinrlĺ's to-1lc 1lrltt:tisctl thĺotrgh trĺrĺ1i-

tiĺlllltl cĺllltc'sts,.,ĺ'sl.ĺll iti,] l).,-.,i', ĺnocli-1lllttlcs ilr('()Il('ĺlnlĺltls t'xarl1llĺ')'

Ątthcsallctil.l.lc,*itl.tl."it.lctlrsiĺll-loĺrnlotlcrlrityiĺltol)NC],thcĺt'is
ltlsĺl lt lllltiotla1 obscssiĺlIl rvith tl-ltltlcĺl-l s1l<lrts that havt: lollg llccl'l

allstrlrctccl ĺiĺlrĺ strch 1lrltctical l)ttrpoSCs (ĺrlĺlt1lall, cricl<t't, rtrg1lyJ'

l)trlrlliĺ.tgllrgttt.sthatthlltlr1lstrllc:ti<lnisthc'ĺcsultĺlĺ.ll1lrtlgrat.ntlatit.
l1tt(]lIpt at thc strbliĺ'l'llltiĺlll ĺlĺ]aggrcssitlt'l il'tto'cĺlmllltt sports' (lr'lias :llltl

l)ttl-tl.lillg,Ż()(\1:745).ltlninctt:ĺ'lrtlr-c(.1ltLlrylillglani1thistĺlĺllitlrcĺilľrll
tlI cclttcatlĺll-lll1ly saĺlctiollccl trlril_rirlg il-l s1-lĺlľts sttclr lls ĺttg1l5r, il'rvĺ'lltccł

ttrlcl cotliĺ,ic.l [in lt]48,) rt tht' t'1ltlllyrllotts 'ĺ:hoĺl1; 
lrltl boxirlg' thr' rttlt's

oĺ:rł,1-riclr wcrc co.li1le .l ,'n.l.'' tll. n.r-ll.' o['thc Mlĺi1trcss ''lĺ] 
()ui:crlsllcrry

in l8(j5 with tlrc ťXpÍťss illtctltitll'l ĺlĺ'lcsscrliĺ'lg thc 1lľtrtal-ity ĺlĺ'its p1lly

ĺ')gl-:)yth"illtrodttc:tiol-ltlfglĺlvt.sllnclĺltlrtlrrc'gtrlllrizillgthcpractict's.
l]ĺtlĺll tht.cxltt-l.l1llcs gi'cll, tvc (.all sĹ.('ll-l-ll-ncclilrtt'ly thltt spĺlrts, both ilr

thc plrst lllcl ill thc pľCScĺ]t, aĺc ilitc:rctlt-lllĺ:ctccl r'vitlr otlrcr clttcgoĺi''s ill

rhisllool<.Sportisclccplygcll.1cĺr'cl[lit:rrlilrisĺn,(}tlnclcľ/Stlx,Sĺ:xtraliĺy);

it hlts llĺ'ĺ'll tlsr'ĺl lts ź'l l-l)('lltlS ĺl1'tlĺ'ĺirlillg llllĺl crĺ'ĺtlĺlill11'ĺ.l1lli'l.s' (()ĺllĺlllialisIlr/
I\ls1'ĺ'ĺllĺlllialisltl, l)iĺlilľĺ:lrĺ:t:, Nil1tll'ĺ:/()rllĺtrľĺl); lls \Ą,c llllvt,st'ĺ'll llllĺlr,ĺ', i1
ĺllls ĺilllt'tiĺlIlt'ĺl lls; lt lll('l]llS ()ĺ] tl-lrllsĺi'r l'illi1 ĺll stl1l1lrĺ'ssitli1 r'itllĺ.ĺr, ĺ.
(()ivilizillg l)ł'ĺlĺ:ĺlssĺ:s, ViĺlItllrĺ:ĺ:.); it lllls ]lt'ĺ'll tlsĺ.cl Ĺĺl ('\l)f('ss lllttl<lllltlistiĺ
ĺi'ĺvĺltll"(ltltllltity); it llĺts 1lrĺlvt',l tĺl llt'il lll('i]lls tĺl st'lĺ'ĺ.ĺltlstrtlt.titlll
(l)ĺ:l'ĺrll'Illa1iviĺy); lrncl ill lllĺlLlt'rll sĺlt'lt'tit.s it is illc'rĺ.ilsillgIy lr ĺtlt.tls ĺlĺ'
ĺlist'tlttl'sĺ's łrĺltlllcl 1ltllllit'llĺ'llltll ill llĺltll 1lĺlsitirrt'llllcl ĺlt'gittiyi'sĺ.ĺlsĺ.s
( r\ lrĺlĺĺ:x ilrll lr l I i l ll illl( )l lĺ'siĺy, l Itla Itll a l lĺ l l ll l lĺlss, Mĺlĺl iĺiĺ:ll1 iol l/l )'ys;nlĺll.1ll l ills ) .

()llt' ĺlĺ't-ĺlt' ĺ]iľst tĺlill11s l'vĺ' sllĺltlltl lltltit't. 1rĺlttl tllt' t'xltlll1llt,s lt1lĺlyt. is
tlllrt tht'y llli rcIirtctl tĺl tllt'ltt'tivitit's tlĺ'Illr,ll. Wtllllt'Il rvĺ.l"ĺ.ĺilrgcly
t'r,'ltĺtl,.',l ĺiĺllll s1lĺlt'ts tlllti] tht'llltt'lliĺlĺ.1ĺ't'rltll ĺ't.llttlry. Wtlĺllt'll ll.liqIlt
ĺ'xt'rt'isr'ill wll1rs c'ĺlllsitlt.l't'tl lt1l1ll-ĺl1lrilltt'tĺl r'vlrlrt Wils t.clIlc.t'it,i'cl tĺl llĺ'
tllĺ'ir lllĺlrĺ'c]cliĺ'lltĺ'llJt(lf('lltlĺl lts llllly llc llĺ'llĺ.1'ici,ll tĺl ĹIlcil.lrt'llliĺl
(Nattlľĺ:/()trl1tlľtl) lly lł,lr11ĺillg alltl, ltt'l'lĺlllgst tĺlt' tl1-l1lcr cl]ltsscs, h<lľst'-
l'itliIlg. l}trt ils !VC s1l\Ąl ill ĺc1lltioll tĺl (]tlsttlľtl alrĺl l lallits, physiclll ĺl1li'rl-
llt'ss allcl ĺ'xt'rtiĺlll wlls ĺ'ĺlllsiilt'l'ĺ'tĺ tlllĺi'ĺ-rlirlill(.()f at li'ltst lorł,cr clltss-
Wĺllllt't-l strppos,'dly clit'ĺ Ilot llt.ccl tĺl lll'tlrtlght tĺl stllllir-ilatĺ't]lciI"aggl.t.s-
siĺltl itl tt'lĺlľi'llrcltlĺltĺs activititls 1lccattstl thcy rvc'rc: alrcacly i.ĺll'lsiclt'rctl tĺl
llt: 1lirssivt' aĺlcl r'r,ĺ'lllt.'|'hc reality is, ĺlĺ't:tltlrsĺ., tIlllt r.'r,ĺll'l-lct'l wcrt' tlll 1lat-
t]ilĺlclcls, llĺlth ls cxtrltĺlrcliĺlary illclivitltrals (.ltlan tl{, Arc), ĺ.rĺlss-ĺlrĺ'sst'ĺĺ
alltl passiI'lg tls lll()I1' as wcll ls c:arl1l_ĺillltlwcrs whĺl ĺ-night alsĺl ta|ĺr'1lart
iIl 1lattlt's Il,illt.błrĺgh nncl lłcrlil<cr, 2()(X)l.

'|'ht' t'xcltrsitlll ĺlĺ'\,Vĺlttlt'l'l ĺiĺlll'l s1lĺlrts t.xtt,llclctl wc|1 illt<l Ĺhc. tlvcrlticth
ccllttlľy arlcl sir'nilar 1loclily asstlll-lptioĺls lrllĺltrt physica1 ĺililty clll sti1] llc
ht'llrtl irl 1lfĺ]t1mcllts llľĺlrtllcl wlrcthcr tCC1lltĺ]c girls shĺltllcl llc allowc.cl ttl
1llay lrgaillst lltlys il'l Ĺl ĺ'aIlĺ]c ĺlĺ'coĺltact spĺlrts, sl_lt.lr lrs ĺilĺltlla11. As hĺ'altIl
1I()Vclll('llts ľĺlst' itl the lllte lliIlctct'llth c('|lttĺry, ĺlĺtcn rclatccl tĺl ĺlr llasctl
ill cttgĺ'I'lics lll()V('Illcllts/ w()ll1ť11 łllcl girĺs \Ą/(.fc cllc()tlragt.cl tĺl tal<t.tr1_l
'ł111lrcl1lrilltr'' s1ltlrts [ilr thc ht.alth, sltc1r lls cyc.ling alld cllisthcllics. Ąs
l,cnskyj Il!)i]6] shĺlws, thc hcalth nlĺxlctl'lCllts still argtrccl ĺilr 1larticLlIltľ
l<irlcls tlĺ's1lorts ĺilľ wol-lrcIl, oll tllc llĺrsis ĺlĺ]thciI'llot hllvil'lĺ] hllľIllĺirl [ĺllls_
ctl1illizillgJ cĺ'let'ts orl tht' ll'lr.lthcrs oĺ'the ĺ]tltttrc'. .ltrst lrs \Ą/()lllc1l glrillctl
a(]C('ss t() rł,ĺlr]ĺ, cl'_triI'l8 Worltl Wlrr II, so Lĺlĺl thi'ľc wi.ĺc <l1l1lĺlrttrllitit's ĺilr
tllcr'n to clct-llĺlIlstrate tht'ir spoľtil-lg cltpar:ititls in thc [-ĺS Al]_ÄIl-lt'rii:lrll
(lil'ls []lsclllrll Li'llgtrc: howcvt'r, likt'liĺlsic tIlĺ'llivt'tcl, t'vllcll tllL'vvltr
clltlctl wol'l-lĺ'1l w(]rc cx1'lt'ctcĺl tĺl allalltloll sports ĺilr ĺnĺltllcrhĺlocl.

S1lĺll't llccatll(' llll ()l)('1l issttc ĺjĺ] gt'llclcr cliscriĺllilllltiĺlll ĺilr ĺi'nlillists ill
thc ] ĺXj()s łlltl spoľtillg lt:agtĺt's \Ą,('ri'sct tt1_l ill ĺl_lltl'ly c]ĺ.r,clĺll'lt'ĺl c'tlttĺltriĺ's,
iĺl rcĺ]lt'ctiĺlĺl ĺlĺ'tlic 1clrgLrcs ĺlĺ'thc highly sĺlcirrlly visillĺc rl_rllIc-c]ĺlĺllillatt'cl
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Sl)orts. l)c'Spitc thcsc 1Tl()V(]S, gctrcler ĺcmail_ts all issttc itr s1_lĺlĺt' itl so faĺ as

;;".,,''.,,, 1.:.gu". .,-',.1 *,,'o"n', s1)ofts lfL' still tĺcatt:c1 [patĺtlnizillgly) as

1l,';;-);i; ;,lrtlry: they rt:ceivc icss col,critĺ]e atlc1 l()wcr ĺirncling thln irlly

nla1t,-tloĺnillatt'cl sport. 
,lherc are ospccts tl{' r'v,lmcn's sports that havtl

1lrtlvccl nl()l_ť (-ĺl1ll()wcril-lg, sttch as bocly-bui1tlirlg' whcrt: w()mcll cäll

i".l.,,,n" tlrcir bodies illto lrcavily tntlsclccl filrĺns sttbvcrting cxpt:ctatiĺll-ls

,-ili,*l"..,.nclilrgs ,,l t1-]" wu-.tl lls lt rł,clikcĺ vcssc-l. (]ellc]t:ĺ is irlsĺl a

sitc: clĺ C()ntl_oversy irt lt genc:tic lcvcl ilr sl]()ít' as is showrr ill--the v.cry

1lttlllic aĺgtrmc]nts ()VeÍ wh.-:tl_rt'ľ C]lstcr St:mcnya shou1cl bc allowec1 to

(]()ll-1l]ctc |ls íl womlll fGtllrclcľ/Scx'- Gclrctiĺ:s)' Scmenya was wiclely

ĺc1'loĺtccl til be genetic'1ly i''''t"""* (http://www'thcage'conl'ltr/worlcl/

worlcl-champ-Scmť1lyils-g.,nclcr-rrrystcĺy-soll'ccl_2(X)!X)s) 
l l-ĺ11t1'htm1l'

clcspitethefactthattlrcmcclicalresultsremait.lpĺivateanclthathcĺ
social iclcrltity is ĺema1c'

'Ihe issuc olthc strltification of s1_torts is complcx and 1cacls-irltoĺlthcĺ

arcasoĺ.cliscrirnirrltit.lnontlrtbasisofbotlilyattributcs.Inccllonialcor-r-
texts, sport has 1ol'lg becll a site oĺr segregation' An Austrłlian Aborigina1

criclĺetteamfĺomthcWesternDistrlctofViĺ:toriatouĺccllirlglanclil'r
it]68, btrt it was not otr aĺl ec1ua1 Íboting; it was rcceivecl, at best, as at"l

anthropologicill cxlribition arrcl cxotic odclity al_rd' at worst' aS a pĹ:fvĺ:r-

,i,',,'' nÍ'tht:game. Wcll into thc l98()s, Sorrth Aĺiican spoĺtirrg teams

rł,crc:tr.racle.,p.ol..lyofwhites,whichlecltclriotsitrsomcoftlrccĺlttl-l-
t.i.', th"y attempt,]d t() toLlr' ĺtl the L-IS' rlntil the 195()s' Aĺrican_

Ameĺiclll'ls wcl^c Scgĺcgatcd into scparate bascblll lcagttcs [thc Ncgrcl

i..r'"o ancl tlrc ii"i ALi"'''_American player to enteĺ- thc mljclľ

Ĺ-,lrlr.,, ín 194tj,.Iackie'Robinson' w'is strbjectecl to ĺacist abtrse' In tht:

moment captĺ'rrecl l'' thĺ.' tgg3 photograph on tlre covcr of Bale ar-rc1

cronir-r,scollcctiotr[2(X)3Jc,,lsportanclpost-colonialism,lncligenous
Atrstraliaĺl Rtrles playc1 Nicky Wirlma1 is responcling to simi1ar taunts

lrilm thc opposing team's sl1ppo1'tĹ]rs' \Minmer's stance is one of cle{j'

.nl", p"inti,u 
"*.,itnntly 

tu hl' bo'"'l chest' ancl has hacl a clirect efĺ'ect

tllt (lre ĄF[''s p,lliei,'s'

Notwithstanclingthatsportshavcbc.cnsitesofracism,theyhavenlscl
províćlccl imptlrtant 'o".,Ĺ.']ir-, 

[oĺ sĺlcial rnobility for athletes ]ĺoln

minority !]ÍoLlps. For examplc, US football aĺrcl baskc'tbali scholarships

ł''.u" p.,ruii..cl co11ege "']""'ti"''" 
ancl a patlrway out o1]poverty 1br many

A{ĺican-Ameĺican athletes. Similaĺly, Rugby Ljnion has provic1ecl plth'

*.|. ĺo. Maori and Pacific ĺsla''d"r ath1ctcs' ancl all lootba11 coclcs in

Au.,traliahaveofĺ.crcclopportur.riticsfoĺAboriginalanc1TilrĺesStrait

Islaĺlclt:r playcrs. IJĺlwevĺ'r, this 1ras pľclvĺ-cl sol'ncthir'rg oĺ'a tlotrblc-e clgctl
swort] ill prai:ticc, tcnclirlg tcl ľeiĺlĺilrct' rilcist stcrt'tlty1lcs ilĺ'thc'ĺlthc'r'
livillg ill allcl tlrrough thc llor11, f()olollia|isr-n/l)ĺlst_t:ĺrltllriĺllisllr, Nattrľtl/
Ctl|ttrrĺlJ, as iĺ'ptlrcly lly irlstillct ant] r_lrlirlĺbrl-l_lccl 1ly illtcl1cct.

Sport is a1so a vehit:lt' ĺilr iclclrtity, whcthcĺ inc'livicltra1 tlĺ tl'tltsst'tl.
Spoi't can bc a n-rtalls oĺr idcntity-ĺilrmatiĺlI-l 1ilr sttp1ltlrtcrs aĺld playt'rs
alil<c, at bĺlth thĺ: peĺsĺllral aIlcl tlrc llaticlnal 1evcl. Wlrcll tcam sptlrts
wcĺc tĺniĺilrm1y local atlcl amatctlt, incliviclua1 stĺpp()rtt]rs ĺlĺ] li tcall-l
statccl a cclmtnttnity allegiallcc to playt:ĺs thely may st--t: it-:t ltctiĺll-l ĺlll ł
rcgtr1ar basis. łlxtc'nc.ling his argtĺtnellts artltttli] state ĺilrnlation, l1lias st'cs
sports c()|ltestecl ulrc'lcľ natiolral flags as lt mealls to a particular Ĺilrm of
lnasculit'lcl iđcrltity that rcĺlccts inclicativc stltgcs oĺ] thosc civilizing
processcs. The intensificd, g1oba1izccl, ct:,tnmercializcc] post-t'noc1crľl
sclcieties of many clcvelopecl natiol-ls have sports that aľe rcflcctivt o1'

intensiĺicc] globa1ization ancl massecĺ professionalization. Indivic]ua1s still
c1aim memllership of a conrmullity but, as with otlrer ĺilrrns of
abstractecl community that is no longer local, it may extencl to tcams on
the otlrcr siclc of the p1anet whĺ; may nevcr be seetl live.

Nevertheless, in games or sports played under a national flag, eli:-
nlents of xcnoplrobia and jiĺlgoism amongst supporters are br'ought out,
partictrlar1y where lol-lg-hc1cĺ aĺlimositics cxist. Serbian ancl Croatiat-t
sttppilrters are oĺten separatecl at Internatiĺlnal opcn Tc-ľll-lis tourna-
ments; Ettropcaĺl and World Cup ĺootba11 scasot-ls regularly heralcl a

spree of nationalistic violcnce on the strccts of the host countric-s. Thc
olympics, which were re_foturded in a spirit of amateur, apolitica1 goocĺ-
will have often bc-en politicizecl. The notorious example of thc politici-
zatiorr of the 1936 Berlin Olympics was at an overtly bodĺ1y level, as thc
contetnporary propagandist documctrtarles, oĘlmpiĺł: Parts 1 anĺl. 2
(1938), show. The intention was openly eugenicist ancl racist, basec'l oľr

theorics of Aryan racial superiority a1cl racial hygiene (Proctor, 19t]ĺ]).
Sport lras been usec1 as a vehicle of impeľial natitlnalism ancl has beel'l
turnccl back on thc [ŕilrmer) empires teams in the avicl supp()rt of post-
colonial teams. The prime example of this is cricket, a game now domi-
natecl at the global lcvcl by teams lrom the former colonies of tht:
British Empire (Maguire, 1994; Searle, 1990J.

Sports also ĺbster a very partictt1ar kincl of phenomenological icleĺ'rtity.

Like a skĺl1cd mtĺsician who has practisecl her instrument trrrtil thc
appropriate boclily movements seamlessly flow as notcs arĹ- reac1 {ion-l

the page, as one becomes skilled in a sport thc appropĺiatc movements
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on the playing field become so embodied they appear, and are felt to be'

intuitiv;. This may be the case at the highest level of competitive sports,

highly active or relatively passive. However, phenomenological or prop-

rioceptive experience of spoľts is not confined to elite sportspeople who

have made careers of their bodily abilíties'

The phenomenological experience of sport is also a part of the iden-

tity formation of thos" who are skilled but who have been excluded

f.o- p.of"rrional sports, as noted above, and those amateurs who may

b" l"ss skilled but are passionate about their chosen sport' Sport as dis-

cussed under all the categories dealt wíth to this point has been focused

on bodies that strive to compete and that exhibit a socially valued

physical excellence. There are bodies that do not meet socially valued

,t..rdu.d, of physical excellence who have been excluded on that basis'

We have alr"ady given two examples, of sexism and racism' Even for

those who ,.. .rot 
"*.l.rded 

and do succeed in amateur or professional

sports, the pressures of competition can lead to attempts on the part of

u,hl.,", to modi / their bođies beyond the bounds of naturally occurring

physical capacitiěs' This is an extension of the body modification under-

tuke.' ĺn standard training, from fuelling the bodily machine with regi-

mens of targeted nutrients, and corrective surgeries such as knee

replacement. (Cybo.grl, to re-balancing hormonal flows with steroids'

It is not hard to believe that athletes will be attempting genetic enhance-

ment before long'
Sports ,.. oft* about the body beautiful. However, any điscussion of

.po.t ..rđ the body in society must deal with absences based on sexism

and racism, it has to deal with the absence of physical excellence'.The

paralympic Games were founded after world War II initially for physi-

cally disabled soldiers and with improved prosthetics some track and

field athletes in these games are now capable of exceeding the times of

able-bodĺed world records. The Special Olympics, for athletes with

intellectual disabilities, are less competitive' These games retain that

sense of amateur achievement, pleasure and enjoyment that is less visĹ

ble in peak able-bodled sports and are socio-polltlcally motivated to

c"lebrai" the điversity of bodily experience' Sports also function at

another level of socio-political motivation, in their inclusion in public

health campaigns. Many governments promote sport within schools

more than as a means to training up young bodies to greater civility, but

also as a part of preventive publlc health measures' Like other civilizing

p.o."r."i sports can be seen to follow similar patterns ofself-regulation,

internalization of norms and reshaping of the mind as well as the body.

sports, in public health discourses, are re-framed as a means to a healthy

life and one free of what are termed preventable diseases (for example,
type 2 diabetes, coronary artery disease, high blood or".ruä| wil,'i'-,'.
often means in practice is focusing on the weight oi indiuidĹ"i .i;lä"who do not meet metrical standards for body ,ľ'np" u^J ť".];ľi.""
Anoľexia/Bulimia/obesity).

FURTHER READING

A good place to start is any recent edition ofcoakrey's (2004)introduc-
tory reader on the sociology ofsports. shirling (zOogJ .i.o hu, an excer-
lent overview in a chapter on sports and their relatiánship to the body
in society. For a comprehensive theoreticar approach to the meaning of
sport in everyday lifą both in the past and the present, Elias änd
Dunning (2007) is excellent. Rippon (2006) is an exprication of the
famous example of the [Nazĺ) polliicization of the l936 Berlin
Olympics, and racism in sports. Bale and Cronin [2003), the cover of
which is mentioned abovE provide an excellent collection of readings
of sport from post-colonial perspectives that includes the exploitation
of child-workers in former colonies in the service of sports industries.
Lenskyj (1986) is an early but approachable and comprehensive treat-
ment of sexism in the history of sports. Evans et al. ęźoo+1are specifi-
cally interested in the uses of sport in education *hil" ľĺĺ.h 1zĺioł; ĺs
concerned with the potential effects of gene technologies on ,io.t. 

"r-rdathletes. For a discussion of the commerciarization of sf,ort and the pres-
sures athletes face see Blake (l996). Eichberg (l998i takes a ropĹĺr,i-
cated philosophical approach to extendĺng the ideas án the meaning of
sport in social formations found in Eliaq Foucault and Habermas.
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has the quarity of the embodied rerationship to the toor and the worrd(in this case, in the form of the body being operated uponJ. Humanbodies, whether cyborg or not, interact \4/ith"tejnol;;ä;";i",r"l.
The computer I am writing on now is a technol0gical interventionthat is ubiquitous for.an^yone in a developed country"u"d*,Ĺ" lg" oĺ25' It is qualitatively different in its effects on -| b;ä;i;; ,n" o"".,'I learned to write with or the pens that were the highest t".h,ltogyavailab'e in my early schooling, which caused hund..J-p, u"i""^" 

"ĺthe pain in my neck o. 1o*". back that makes my 
"Ábodi"ď Ĺ"i,'gintrude on my thoughts a; 

lwrite._Lightweight mobile phones, similarly,have become widely available .',d .i.o accessible u.o,r.rd tt"'ffi, ĺu.more quickly than computer technologies. People ĺ.' d"u"'opiäg .o'r.-tľies who have no acce_Śs to a desktop J. u lnptop computer are able toenter into the world of_erectronically mediated and abstractea .o.r.r".-tions via a prepaid mobile, and even via the internet connectivity oťtheir mobile, depending_-on the country,s _fi..*:;;; ii"r" ,".r-,nologies do not only affect the indlviáual user,s embodiment, theyaffect the quality of embodied rnte.a.trorrs us a whorE as we can see inthe recent political upheavals that have been organized via instant mes-saging and brought massed bodies out onto thJstreets 1r." v"äi" 
""aRepresentationl.

Increasingly sophisticated technologies are affecting how we under_stand our bodies across a range of .ph-".", (Woľk) That can be as basicas the outbreak of RSI when computers with fixed keyboa.J.-*d
screens became standard office equipment. All areas of rife are uff.a"dby technologicaĺ advance' We are Ĺ".o-ĺr'g increasingly abstracted fromour labouq, which is taking place in coicomitantly more abstracted
!^.1. ľ:b"ts are replacinjworkers in production-line processes' The2008 children's film, Wall_E, pl;t. 

" 
h,r..,orous spin on this by depicting

a- whole society of humans - who have fled Earth in a spacecraft afterthe complete environmental degradation of the p'anet - ", -..u.ĺluobesE completely sedenta.y und, .. a result, skeletalĺy deficient consum-
ers living on liquid food with no awareness of ,h"ĺ..*..o.rnai"a, Ĺ.r""othe video screens floating sixty centimetres in fiont of their faces. In aĺess flippant example, technolágies are radlcJly altering basic modes oťhuman interaction from identit u.rd .o--,r.rity to personal reration-ships and sexual intimacy (springea l996). Fo. Ha.away (see CyborgsJ
and Balsamo (l9g6J these are exciting prospects fbr reimagining iden_tity in a new form. The innovatio., of i.r.."..ingly sophisti.u 

"d 
,rl^io.r,of second lĺfe and other proprietary forms of group communication inthe moment, are both seeing a shlft ĺn interaction and a repetition of the

Teohnoilogy
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Deĺinition Technology in the popular sense refers to the increasingly

complex kinds oÍ machinery that we encounter and use in our everyday

lives. These may supplement or become a pa oÍ the human body

(Cyboľgs). ln the sociological sense, technology also encompasses

Íorms oÍ productive 'technique'that may be more directly embodied, in

the use oÍ hand tools that have their origins in the earliest social Íorma-

tions. ln both senses these are łhe outcomes oÍ social processes that

have direct eÍÍects on the human body.

Archaeological evidence shows that tool use was prevalent amongst the

earliest humans: spears and axes extended the capacities of our bodies

and, along with fire, alloweđ us to manipulate and affect the world
around us. So, far from being an alien incursion impacting on the body,

techniques and technologies that become extensions of our bodies

appear inextricable from the rise of human social formations. What has

changed across social formations is the intensíty of the abstraction _ the

alienation from and the reconstitution of understandings of ourselves -
involved in the use of those technological extensions. A handsaw into
which a surgeon puts embodied force to cut through a bone feels a part

of his or her arm in a way that a power-saw or a surgical laser, whích
are just as much extensions of that arm, does not. The surgeon's rela-
tion to his or her labour has changed with the technology and so too
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