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Introduction

Feding Uropia

A "'"'P of,h. "",.Id ,tw Joo.o no< induJo "'op" .. n'" w""h g1onci"S ot.

-O",,, WilJo

QlHERNESS IS NOT )"<1 hero. Qu.eme.. i. an id..lity, I'u, IDOIh..
woy, ...e ;ore no< ret qu«,. We nuy n,,,.... tooeh queem.... but we can f..1
~ •• the "'.."" ilIumin.¡lion of a honron imbueJ ilh poI.n'iility. We !uve
nover b.en queer, rol qu..me.. ex¡<I. fu, u 0 ideility thit can b. dio-
tillod from lh. f"S' and us<d 'o imagino a futuro. u.. futuro i. queeme.ú
<!onuin. Qu..me.. i•• >trucluring and odu«tod modo of de>iring thit il­
lo>.~ "' lo """ ""d feell>eyoOO the quagmire of ,he pre..n!. The h.", anJ
00... i. a pri><>n hou.., We mu,t >tri,"", in ,he f.¡ce of ,he hero ""J now '. to,il­
izing ronJ.ring of ",ilil)', lo ,hin\; and feelal"'" ami th<rt, Sorne ",ill ""Y thit
ill we hi...... the pie.",,,,. of this moment, bul we must neve, ..ni< ro,
t1ut minimil ''''"'P"rt; "'"" must Jream anJ en.¡ct new and b.ne! ple»u",.,
othe, ..."Y' of l>eing in lhe orld, aud ultimate!)' new world~ Qu.em... i. a
longing ,lut prop<l. WI oo nI, l>eyond romances of ,he negative anJ toiling
in ,he pros<nt. Queemes< i. ,lut thing t1u, lel> u. feel thit ,hi, ...orid iJI no!

enough, thit indood >omething iJI mis>ing, OOen "'.. can s1ímp"" ,he worlJ.
propo>ed and promiJlod by queeme.. in ,he ro.1m of the a..thetic. Tho <>es­

thotk, esp«iilly tho queer .."helie, fro<jYendy cont';", bluepríot. anJ ..he­
mal.;¡ of. forwm:l-da"'TÚng futurity. Both ,he omouneoiil and ,he quotidian
can eontain a nup oftho ulopi.l t1ut i. que<mess. Tuming 'o tI>< .",tholk in
tho « .. of queem... i. nothiog ~ke ID ese.p< from tI>< ><Kiil ",ilm, iMOW
.. queer .."h.ti", nup futuro sociil re!a'ioO>. Queeme.. i ••Iso. I"'rforma­
ID" bec.u.. it iJI no' >imply. l>eing but. <!oing f", and 1o...",J tb< futuro,
Queem... i. e.>enti.lUy .I>out the rejection of a bere .00 oow anJ an imio­
lenee on poteotiility o, cone""e po><ibilil)' fu, IDotb.....orid.
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fu. i< .h. argum.n. lnuke in C...ui"l: urop"" .ignifiemtly intlueucod
by .h••hinking and Imguag. of .h. Gmnan ide.ü.....dition .nu""ting
from .h. work oflmmanuel Kan' md Georg Wilh.lm Priedrich Hegel. An
a,J'ff' of ltu. Iin. of .hough. i< eonc....iz«l in .h. erilica! philooophy u­
ooci.>.l.d ",ilb Ih. Pr>nkfurt 5<hool, mo.' noubly in Ibe work oflhe<>dor
Adorno, W.ller !len¡amin, .nd H.rh<rt "tueu... lh= .hr« .hinh"
wi.hin Ih. M....i<1 lradi'ion have all guppled wi.h Ihe comp1ru'ies of .h.
utopim, Ye! Ih. voic< ID<! logic ltu. mo.' .ouehe. m., mo,l.nimal.. m)'
.hinking, i. lha. of .h. philoooph<f E.rm' Bloch.

Mo", ]"",ely ••ooci.ll.d ",ilh .h. Pr>nkfurt 5<hool .han Ihe afor.m.n­
.ioned philoooph.rs, Bloch'. work w....hn up by bolh ühe....ion .h.oI­
oS)' and .h. p..i.ian .Iud.nl movem.nlJ of 1%8. He "'... bom in 1885
'0 an .,rimii.lt«l J.wi.h ...ilw.y .mploye. in Ludwig.hafen, Germm)'.
During Wotld W.. 11, Bloch rl.d Nui Gernun)', ..",n.uall)' ..ttling for.
'im. in Cambridg., M=chWl.tt•. Alt., .he wu Bloch ....umed lo E...
G.rmany, ",h.", hi. Muxi.ln philo"'phy "'......tt .. loo revi<ionary. A'
.h. um. lime he "'.. derided fur hi< ,.,riou. defem.. of Stiliniun by
1.11 commenta'on lbroughoul Europ< .nd Ih. Unil.d SUI... H. partid­
pal.d in lbe inl.Il«Iu;¡1 drd.. of Georg Simmel .nd, L.,,,, M.. Weber.
Hi. fri.nd,hip .nd ",melime rivalri", ",ilb Adorno, B.n;",,;", and Georg
LuH", ..e no.ed in EuroI"m 1.11 in••lledual hi'lory,' Bloch', poli'ic.1 in­
muri,lend.. md .tyl., whieh h•• be.n deocrib.d .. both .Uiptiea! .nd
lyrie.I, luve led B10ch lo an odd ",d un.,,,,n "'''ptiou, U.ing Bloch for
a pro;.clltu. und.ntand. its<lf .. part of qu«r criliqu. i••1",. ri.ky
m",,,, heuu.. il hu be<n rumored Ih.. Bloch did no' hold very prog""­
.i,,,, opiniou, on i..u.. of gender ID<! ..=lily.' lh... biog..phical fad.
a", b<.id••h. poinl b.,au.. 1 .m uring Bloch'••h<ory no' .. orthodOIf
bu. im••a<! lo e"'ate .n op.ning in qu«r .hought. 1.m uring .h. oce••ion
md .nmpl. of Bloch'. Ihougb., a10ng with ltu. of Adorno, MmWl', .nd
o.h., philoooph.n, ... portal '0 ",olher modo ofqu«r critique .hal d.­
.,.;,... from dominanl pr>ctiees of Ihougbl ru..ing wilhin qu«r eri'iqu.
'oday. In my ...imalion a lum lo • «rUin critica! ide.ü.m cm he "'''1''­
cially "",fui hermeueulie

Por ",m. time now I tuve been working wilh B1och', .h",.-vo1um.
phil=phiea! .",ati.. n" Pri"árlt of Hopt.' In hi hau,'i", book Bloch
muridm '" expmd«l id.. of Ihe ulop"n .hal ,"'p lhonuo Mo",'.
formolatio" of ulopi.. b,..«I in fm...y, 111, m'"ár!' of Hap< offen .n
.neyc!opedic .pp.....eh.o lbe ph.nomenon of ulopi.. In .hal 1... h. di,­
<=1...Ilnunn<f of u'opia induding, bul no' ümi.ed '0, .oc"l, li',,,,,y,
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technologic.I, medic.I, ."d geoguphi< ulopi... Bloch hI. h><! ••luki<r
""eption io the U.S. ae.demy th." Iu,.. sorne of hi. frieod••nd "qLl.lio­
bo..._.uch .. Il<nj.min. Fur me, Bloch', otility h.l, much lo do ,.,ith
/he '"")' he theori"" utopi.. He m.ke•• CIiti..l di,tinchon betw...,o .1>­
'¡uct ulopw md conc",te utopi.., v.:lning .b",..l otopi.. only in",br
.. they po><' eriliqoe fuoctiou th.lt foel•• criti..1md poleotWly tr.".­
form."i,.. politic.1 inugin.lion.' Abnucr utopi.. f.!ter for Bloch bec.u",
/hey .... untethe",d from .oy hinori..1 ",,,,dou.ne... Concrete utupw

Me reutiou.;¡1 to hi>tori..11y .il'"'ted ,¡ruggle" • collecri';'y th.l i. >ctu.!­
iud or poteoti.l. [n our eYeryd.y life .b.l....l utop'" "e .ldn lo b>n.J
optimi>rn. (Recent ..11. for &,)' or que.. optimi.m ",em loo do", to elile
homo",.u.1 ",..ion of poIiti<s.) Concrete utopi.. c.".1so be d».,j",.m­

liu. but they "e the hop<' of. collectiYe. m emerg<nt group, or eYeo /he
solit;ory oddb.:ll who i. lhe one who d",.m. for m."y. Cone",.. utupi..
Me the ",.Im of edu..lecl hop<o In • 1\l61 lectu", titled "C.n Hop< Be
Di"ppoioted¡" Bloch deocribe. differeul ..pecb of edu..led hop<o "N<>I
only hop<'• .tfect (with ib peod>ot, feM) bol eYen mo", so, hop<', meth­
odology (wilh ib p<od.nt, memory) d",..I)' in /he ...-gion uf /he nut-yet, •
puco whe", entuo.. .,,<1, .bo>·e .11, fin;¡1 content .... nurked by.o eodur­
ing iodet..miu.;¡ey'-' lhi, ide. of iudelerminaey in both .ffect md meth­
odology "",... lo. criti<.1 proce" th.lt ¡, ..tuned lo wh.lt Ibli." phi­
l""'ph.. Giorgio Ag.>mbeo d=ribe••• potent"lily." Hope .Joug ,.,ilh ib
<>Iher, f..r, ;ore .tfective ,truCIo",. th.. e." be de",ribed •• ."ti<ip.to')'.

C",i>i"~ Utopiú firn moYe ¡, lo d=rihe. mod.:lity uf que.. utop"­
ni.m th.t [loc... within. hi>tori..lly >p«ific o<>u. of rultor.! produc­
tion before, "ouod, .nd dishtly .lter the Ston.....J1 rehellion of 1969. A
B1och"o .pproaeh lo .e>thetic theory ¡, invested io descrihiog the .,,­
ti<ip.to,), illomin.tion of .rt, ,.,hich cm be ch.lucreril«! •• /he proce"
uf i<leulifyiog cm';n prop<rti.. llut ..n be det«ted in ...p.....ul.tlolUl
praetice. helping o. to ... the not-yel-con",iou~' lhi. nut-yet-con",k>",
i. know:lble, lo sorne exleul,'" utop"n f«liog. Wheo Bloch de.eri;'"
/he IDtidp.tory illumin;¡tioo of .rt, one CID uode ....IDd thi. iIlumin;¡tiou
":l ,u'Pl", of both .tfect .od me:lOing wilhin the .e.lheli<. I tt:lck ulo­
piolo f.eliog. throoshoot the worl< of thll Stooew.!l I"riod. I .nempt lo
coontet:lct the logi< of the hi.lori<.1 e....tod)· by followiug.o oci:ltive
mude of .n;¡)~i, th.lt le.p. bet,.,,,,,o one hi.lori..1.ite .nd the p nt. To

th.lt eod my ",~iting brings io my owo person;¡) "p<rieo .,,<>Iher "'''y
lo ground hi>tori..1que...ite. with li.ed q0...,r "p<rieo My intentiou
in thi. "p<ct of the wriling i. oot .imply lo "'....necdoblly but, in'¡e.d,
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to ,e>eh for oth.. mode. of ".>oc;.tiye ;ugumeobtioo ."d el'idencing.
Thu., when eomidering the work of. coolempora'}' club p<rformer .uch
•• Ke'o'io AYim", I eog.ge • poem by EIi..beth Biohop md" penon.1
recollection "boul mo,,,ment "nd gend.. identity. Wlieo lookiog .t K.-;n
MeC;uty'. photog..ph. of mntemporary qu«,."d puok b>", I coo>ide,
..muoto .bout pre-Ston<w.:ll &')' b>n in ohio ."d my penoo.:l .tory
.bout growing up qu«, ."d punk in .uborb." Mi"mi. Mo.. of thi, book
i. fix.;¡,<d 00 • du.t.. of .i'.. in the New yo,k City ohhe lifti.. "nd .ini..
th.l iodude ,he New York School of poel'}', the Joo",o Memor;.1 Churrh'.
dm" lb...." ."d Andy w.,hol'. F.ctory. eru"i,,!: Vlopia looh 'o figure.
from thu", 'emporal m.lp' tb>,!»ve b.eo 1...."end<d lo thm O'H=
md w.mol h•..-e b.en. Yet it '«IIIJI u!<ful to upen thi< book by brietl)'
di"u.';og momen!> in the work of both ,he poe' IDd the po¡> "rti.l fo,
the pu'PO''' of iUum"'ing the projert '. prim.l'}' .ppro>ch lo the ",l'ural
md th..,retic,,1 m.l'eri>l it '<>ve ....., At ,he «o'e, of c.....i"S Utopi. ,here
i< lbe ide. ofhope, ,,'hich i. bo,h • rritir.:l .ffect md" metho<lology.

Bloch offen ... hop<'" hermeoeulic,."d from lbe poio' of view of
politic>! ..ruggle. tod.y, .uch " crilic.:l optir i. nothiog .hort of n......'y
in onJ.. to comNt ,he forre of politir.1 pe..imiUll. 11 i< «rl.;¡in!y diffirult
to "'8ue for hope o, crilic.:lutopimi.m .1. moment wheo ruI'ur.ol"n.d)'­
,j. i. domio.ted by ID :rnliutopimi.m otieo functioning >JI, pon' ...b.li­
tute ro, .cttul rritir.1 int....-eo'ion. Bul before "ddre..ing the queotioo of
m'iutopimi.m, it i< wo,thwhile 'o .keleh. portrait of" critir>! mooe of
hupe ,lu.t repre.eo.. the coocrete ulop;'nism di"".«d here.

Jill DOOn o!fen h.. owo puti.:lly Blorh;'n-d..i,-.d mode of p<rfo,­
m.ln« .ludie. critique io Utopi. i" P«jormo"", M"Ji,,!: Hap<.t th, Tht_
01«.' 001;10" ..Jmiuble book focu",. 00 li.,.., lh..t......ile fo, ·findio¡;

hope,· My "ppro"h to hope .. " critir.1 melbodolog)' c:rn be be.t de­
"rlbed >JI " b..kv...nJ gI;on« th>t eo..t•• futu,e ,;.ion. I ",e my pro¡­
«1 .. re"'''''tiog .:loog<ide • group of ""ent l.,!> th>t h",'e .lI':llegi<>U)'
di.pL.«d the Ii", ob¡"" of perfo'm.ln«. Sorne ,..lo th., repre",o' ,hi•
..pert of ,he perform.ln« .tudie. pro¡e.. iodude G,,'o'io Bun'...eeUeot
.""l)"l. of the que.. perfo'm.l'i'" forre of go..ip in the prewu New York
.rt world,' Jeooif.. 00)1e.I""'"rfullre.ti'" 00 lbe form.li.. ."d deform­
ing forre of .... obj«lo' io p<rform",,« ."d vi....:l .ludie>," md Fred

Moten', be"utifu! In ls", B""",, wilh ilo emph..i. 00 pro'o'idiog" 504rio¡;
de""iptioo of lhe re.i.tID« oftbe objert." 1 im'oke lh"", lb"", ,..lo in
m effort to ¡"",te my owo ",..)yoi. in reL.'ion 'o tbe L.rger intenJi"iplin­
.ry pro¡ert of perfonn;¡n« .ludi..,
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lh. mooern ...orlJ i•• 'hing of wonder for Bloch, who coMid." ..ton­
iromen' to l>e an import>nt phil""'l'hical moJe of con'empl>tion." In •
....y, "'.., can ••• ,hi n.. of ..toni,hIn.nt in th....orl< ofl>oth W.n.ol.nd
O'H..... W",hol "' fond of nuking 'p<<<h acto wch •• •...ow· and .g••."
AltOOogh thi. asp<ct of W.mol·. performance of ..If i. olten d.>cril>ed ..
an in>incere p.rfornunce of ""iyet'. [in>t..d argo.llut il;'. manife....­
tion of ,he otopim f..ling th>t i. integral to much ofW",OOI'••n. 'pee<h.
md writing, O·H."•• as <ven ru. , ....a1 re.de" Leno.... "'... ¡""pre.>ibly op­
l>e.t Wh.t if we thin\; of ,he.. mooe< of l>eing in ,h. world_W.mo!'.
Iiking of lhingo. ru. ·w""",," and .g..... md OH".. poetry being ..to­
",tN ""'¡th fe.ling. of fun .nd .ppred.tiou_as. moJe of u'opim f..ling
bo' al", .. hope·. m.thoJology1lh;' methooology;, manif..t in ...h>t
Bloch d.ocribed as • fonn of •..'oni.h«l ,ontempbtion."" Perlup. "'..,
can ondmtmd the e>rnpy f..cin;¡'ion ,h.t l>oth men h>d ...i,h «I.bri')'
•• being .kin lo lhi•••n.. of astoni,hmenl. W.mo!'. blo. Liz T>ylo" or
O'H....·, p<rfect lribule 'o mo,h...brl.t. in the poem ·Lon. Tomer [-{.,

Collaps.d; offer, throogh glamour md astoniromen'•• kind of tran'port
or • repri..... !rom ...h>t B10ch c.l1«1 the ·d",me.. of ,he li,..,d i",tm'.""
A>toni.hmenl help. one ,u'Pas. ,h. Iimil.tion. of an .:li.nating pre<.nt­
n... and .:llo"'~ on. to .... dilferen' time .nd plac<o Much of .>eh .rt­
i,!'> worl< p.rfonn. ,hi••>toniohmenl in the world. O'H.... ;, con...nrly
.,loni.hed by lhe cily, H. «I.b"" •• th. dly'. l>e.o'y and .....lneu, .nd
in ru. worx on. on.n find, thi...n,. of astoniromen' in qoolidim thinp.
O'H....•• po.m. di'Pl>r orban I.ndoc>p" of astoniohmen'. lhe qootidim
ob¡.ct has ,hi...m••ff.cti,.., ch>rge in W.mo!'. ,-¡,tul ...orx. Bloch th.o­
rized th>t on. could d.tect wiro-I>ndoc.p'" in I"'inling>nd poetry." Soch
I>nd.up•••xtend into the lerritory of fu'uri'y.

L.. o. hegin by con>id.ring W",ho1'. Cok, Boffk .Iongoid. O·H....'.
poem ·H..-¡ng. Cok. ...ith You":

fI";"l: Q Cok< ";'h Y...

i. """n roo", fnn th." SOO's <o S.n SoN""'" 1m... H.nd.)", 8'",,'''.,.,.,_.
or l>o'ng 'Kk <o rny "om><h on <h. Tr..·..... Jo Gr",," m B"..lo....

p'rtly l>oc.u.. "' your 0,,"V oh'" you look tilo • l>otl.. t..pp'" 5,
Sob...t"n

p'rtly l>oc.u.. of my!ovo ro. you. p"'l)'l>oc.u.. 01" YOU' Invo lo,

y.>ghm<
p'rtly l>oc.u.. 01" th. ~""re".n<0",,&' tulO!" .round <1>0 [,;,,10••
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p",tly bonu.. "",," ......9 ou, ""il....k. 00 bolo.. poopi. ",il

""u""Y
.... h.ru lo boh.", w,,"o ["m wilb Y"" th" lb." e,o bo .,ylb'''l! , •

..i11

.. ooIomn •• unp.....otly dolin;...... ""oury wh", ..ght.o froo' "' ..
'0 tho wm" N.w Yorl< 4 o'doek hght wo n. J ••ftmg back ",J forth
l>otwooo ..eh otho. Jiko • t ... b.."h'og lbrou~ ia .poct>e....

",J ,h. port.... ohow ..."" 'o hoYo no foe.. "' " " .11, in" 1''''''
Y"" .uddonly woodo. why '0 th. world "')"Oo..... dkl ,h.m
,~,

" ynu .od I would ,,,h.. Iook " Y"" ,h.o .11 ,h. PO'"'''' '0 th.

-~
"'''1'' pO"ilily fot lb. Poi;,), 1I.i<!" "en""....t¡. .nJ .n)'W.y .... m lb.

"tick

whoch ,t..nk h• .,..", Y"" h.von', g<>no 'o y.. '" wo '''' go '08"""'
,b. fi, .. "roo

.nJ '''" f>e' tlw ynu moyo '" ....u..fuUy mo", o, ......1<0, e,.. '"

"utun.m
j",' .. ,' hom. I "'... ,hiok ""h. Nud. D<ocr",j,"!. S... im>M Ol

" ...h..,..1 • >inglo d..w",S ofLooo...lo Ol Moch.t.oS'1o lb" "'o<!

'0_'"
.nJ wlw g<><>d 000, .11 lb. ",..""h ",lb. Imp.....""'.". d.u lb.m

wh.o lboy o"",. g<>l th••Ogh' 1'...00 to "ond o.., ,ho t"'. wh.o th•

• uo ..ok

o. fo, lb" m.".. M.tioo M.ti,.; wh.o h. d.dn', p;ek lb. ,odo...

e",ofult¡.

.. lb.ho,..

't ...m, 'h.y WO<e .H ch....d '"",roo m.""Hnu, ..po....u<o
whoch •• oo! g<>ing lo go w."o<! on "" wh;eh •• why ["m tol];og Y""

.oou' ..~

Thi. poem lell. '" of • quolidiID .et, luviog • Cok< with oom.OO<ly, llut
.igoifi... v..t lifeworld of qoeer ..I>'io,..lity,.n .0cryplO<! "",;,lily, ond
,olopi.. poleoli,lity. Th. quolidi.n ""t of .luriog' Coh, eoo.uming.
eommoo eommotlity ""i,h • b<lovO<! ",,~h ""hom oo. ,¡,.....oc..l smil..,
tmml" f..,..ti< mom.ot:l in the ru.lory of .rt Though lh. poem ¡, d • .rly
.ooul lh. pr...ol, ~ i. , p ol llul ¡, o"",' «¡u",ely Ih. p»l .od io it:l
quo<r "Lolion;¡lil)' promi , fulure. Th. fuo of h»;ng • Coh i•• mode
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of nhiL.r>tioo in whieh oo. vi."", .....lructuted >oc;.üty. lh. f'O"m tel'"
u. th.t me... Ioe.uty i. io.ulliri.ot fot th••esth.t••pe.k.t, ""hieh «h"".
Bloch'. owo .."h<tie th...,ti•• eoo«miog lhe utopi." fuoetioo of .rt. If
.rt'.limit we... be.uty_.ceordiog to Bloch_it is .impl)' oot eoougll."
Th. utop"" fuoctioo i. en.;¡cted by • eert;¡jo ,u'Plu. io lhe ""Ot. th.t
promi.... futurit)" >om.thiog th.t i. 001 quite he.... O·H.., Iir" 10'0­
tions l>.iog ""owed by. hisll-m obj.ct before h. describ.. l>eing wowed
b)' th. lovet ""ilh whom h••h.lr<•• Cok.. Her<, throogh qo...-...th.t•
• rt conromplioo ."d qU""t ...I.tioo;¡jity lhe writet d'Krik> mom.o!> im­
boed wilh • fe.ling of forw.,d-d>woiog futurity.

Th••oticil"'tory iIluminuioo of «rbio ob;.el. i•• lUod of poteoti'!­
ity th.lt i. op.o. iodetermio.le, Ji.e th••!f<.cti,,,, cootoo.. of hope its<lf.
Thi. illomio.tioo ",em. to <>di..e from Wnhol'. owo depictioo of Cok.
ootrles. lho", .i1k ......0•• whieh I diKu" io eh.lpt.t 7••mph••ize th.
product'••l)-li.h deoigo Iioe. Pot.ot;.üt)' fot Bloch i. oli.o loc.ted io
th. omIDleol.!. The oro"",.ot C:Ul b. ",eo ... proto-pop ph.oomeoon
Bloch W.m> w th.lt meeh.lok.! ...ptoductioo,.t first gl."... voidJIlbe or­
o.m.ouL But be th.o su¡;¡;esl. th.ll th. orn"",eotil IDd th. poI.oti>üty
h•••>oc;'t•• ""ilh it ..ooot b....0 •• diteetly oppo.itionil to t«hnology
Ot m;¡.. productioo." Th. philosopher proposes th. n""'pl. of. modero
b.throom .. tlU••ge. nempL.ry .ile to "'" • ulopim poleotWity. th••it.
""here ooofuoctiooility ."d tot.lli.mctiorLllity m'rg<." p.n of wh.lt W..­
hol'••tud)' of th. Cok. oottl••od oIher m...-produeed obj.ct. h.lp. oo.
to ",e is thi. p>rlirul.. t.o.ioo Ioelweeo fuoctiorLllity .od ooofuoelioo­
.Iity. the promi•• IDd poleotiility of th. onumeol. lo th. P¡'ilosoplry oj
Aody lI'"'¡'''¡ th••ni.t mu... 00 lbe ..di..lIy d.mocf>tic pot.ot;.üty h.
d.t.m io Coc.-CoI•.

WI..<'> gro" .bou' ,h;. count')';. tlu.t Amon", .Urto<! th. ".ditiun

...he", th. nch." con.umm buy ....o".!ly ,h...me thiup .. <h.

JK""""'. y"., "O he wotchins n' onJ ... Coc._Co", .nd you know

tho, <h. Pze~don' J.inh Colo, liz T'Yio. d,ink. Cnh, .00 jo" tbink.

you con d,in1< Cob. '''''' A Colo j •• Coko .nd no n' of monoy

con SO' you • hett.. Co!<o thon th. on. ,he boro on <h. co ;. Jrio'_

iog. A11 ,he Cok.. oro <h.~••00 .U th. Coko sood. Li. T.yIor

know. Ot, , ... f'r<->odont irnow. ". <h. hum !<no ". ",d you know ~••

Thi. is th. poiol ""here Wnhol'. pmieubt vernoo of lbe qu«t utop"o
iropul", ero.... ovet with O'H,,,.... lhe Coke oottle is th••veryd.l)'
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Dr;¡wing' 1950s, Sríll-Lljf (Fk!J¡!er5 oollpoint il1lk OJ] Manil.l paPi![, Ui 3/4 )( 1 ¡8 in.
(42...5 ); 35,:lr:m), Andy W;u-hol (arust), 1h:e Andr \ r¡¡rhol MIISI!IJILl1, Pittsburgh¡ FoulJdrng
CoUediofl, ContributioJl, !he Andy \!f.lrhol Founc!ation ter the ViSLIal Am, lnc., 2.0

1M Aru:l)" W.lrhol.Follodahofl ror th hual Arb¡JARS, New York..
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nut.rW th..t i. rep",,,,oled io. differeol f..me, l.poS Nre ilo ...th.tic
dim.o.ioo .od ,h. pot.ot;'ü,y ,h..t il repr"",o!s. In ~. " ..ry,by nuoife.­
t.'ioo sueh .0 object ...ould rep",,,,ol .:!i.",ted productioo .od comump­
tioo, Bu' w.,hol IDd O'HM. l>oth delect som.thing.1« io th. ob¡.<:t of
• Cok. 00,,1••"d in lhe .el of drinking • Cok....ith someene. Wh..t "'..
gle.n fmm w.rhol". plUlosophy i. the uode"''''ding th.. utopi...i ...
in th. quotid;'n. Both queer eulturil wooo,,, Me .bl. 'o d.t.et.., op<n­
ing .nd ind.tmni.,.ey in ...h..t for 1llID)' ¡><ople i•• locked-down d••d
eommodity,

Agrnlb<n'. r..ding of Ari,totle'> D< ..... ¡"'" m",.. ,h. erueW point th..t
th. oppo>~ionb<t......n poteoli.lity ..,d .etu.:lity i•••tmcturiog bin.,;'m
in W.srern m'''physies.'' Unlike • po.. ibility, • ,hinS Ih..t simply might
h.pp<n, • pot.nti.:lity i•• «rUin mode of nonb<ins th.1 i. eminent,.
thiog Ih..t i. p",,,,ol bul 001 ;octu.:!ly ••i.ting in !he pre",nllem•. LeokinS
.1. po<m wrineo in th. 1960>, [",•• e..hin polenti.:!ity, whkh.t th..t
point h..d not been fully m..,ifest.d,. ",l.llio,..1 field ...he", m.n could
lo.. e.eh oth.. cot.id. ,he in.litutiom of h.tem",xu;¡Ii'y ..,d oh...., •
world through th.;oct of drinking. b<, ge -.vith e.eh oth... U.inS W..-
hor. murlng on Coc.-CoI. io t.nd.m ilh O·H....'. word., l .... th. ¡=t
and the poteoli.lity imbu.d -.vithin an ob¡ect, Ihe "'''Y' it might "'p",,,,nt
• mode ofbeing and feeüns th.., ..... th.n not quite ,h.", but oooeth.le..
an op.ning, Bloch ...ould po';' Ih..t .ueh ulopi.., feeüng. CID .nd "'SU­
I.uly wi1l be di..ppointed." lh.y "'. non.th.I... in<li'p<n..bl. 'o th.;oct
of im.ging tr..,,[orm.lion.

lhi. f.", of both hope ..,d utopi., ...ffecti...truetu",••nd 'p­
pm"h•• to ,h..1l.0&" ...~bin th. socW, h.. beeo prooe to di..ppoint­
m.ol, m.king tlU. eritiGOI .ppm;och diffieult, A. Bl",h ...ould imi'l, hop<
e.., be di..ppointed. Bul .ueh di..ppoiolm.nt o""ds lo b< rioked if e..­
t.in imp••"'. ",e 'o b< ",.ist.d. A «rUin .ffective ",.nim.llion o""d. to
trrnspire if. di..büng polilk.:! p••rlmi.m i. to b< dispbced. Anoth.. w.)'
of underst.mding BI",h·. notion of hop< i. bri.fly to im-ok. the work of
J. L. ....ustio, In H lo Do 1hi.g> k"h lI'<>rd, Awtin displ.c•• lhe tm./
f.:!•• dieho'orny th tmetu",. W.srern m.t;¡physics with ,h. mueh mo'"
eoo,"ptu.lly supple disrinetioo b<t...e.n Ihe f.licilow ..,d infeücitco.,"
Austin'. 'emu Me d..i.ed fmm und.rst;¡nding the .""ryd.ly speech .ct.
F.liciloWl 'p<<<h "''' .'" üngui.tie ",ticul.lliom th.., do som.tlUng .. ,..,11
•• "'J' som..hing. Bu' .. Au.tin 1Ilolp> out th. Iife of Ihe felici'ou< .pe«h
.ct we "'••11 lhe lbingo th.1 " ..ntu.lly go wronS .nd th. b,ilure or inf.lie­
ity th.. i. buill inlo ,he .peeeh ;oc!. Bloch'. hopo ",so.,.t", ...~h Au.lin·.
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notion of Ihe felidtoos in<ohr .. i1 is al...aY" ....ntual1y di..ppointe<!. lhe
<venltul di..ppointment ofhop< is n01 a re.son 'o fo ke it.s. critical
thoo¡;h' proce.., in the ..me "'''Y thi, e..n thoo¡;h e can Imo... in .d-
vanee th>, felidty of Imgoage u1linutely hite.., il is nonethele.. " ..n'w.

lhe momen' in ...hich 1 """ile ,his 1>00. the eritical im>gin>'ion is in
p<riL lhe domin>nt >c.demic clim>te into which lhis 1>00. is .nempt­
ing lo intervene is dominated by. dami...1of politie>l idealism. shoot­
ing do...n otopia is an ...y mo... It is perhips e..n e..iec th>n sme>ring
p.ychom.:lytic or decoIlJltructi.. re>ding p..ctice> with the clurg< of ni­
hili,m. lhe ""tiulopim critic of loo"Y Ius a well-wom w>c ch"t of post­
..cucturali,m pi"i" al h" or his di'po..1to ,huI down lines of thoogh'
thal deline..e ,he coneept of critical otopimi,m. Soci>llheory ,hit in­
vokes lbe enncept of o'ori> h>s .:lwaY" been vulne..ble 'o chirg" of n.a­
i,..tr', imp..cticality, or lock of rigor. While partidl"'ting on lbe Mooem
Lang",,8' A.>oci>tion pIDeI title<! "lhe Anti-Social lh"is in Quoer lhe­
ory; 1 argued lor rep1>cing a f.llering anlice1>tiotul mooe of queec the0'Y
...ilh a queer utopiIDi,m ,hat highligh.u • cene,,""; invffiment in social
theory (one Ih.lt call> on n01 only ce1>tion.ali'y bol al", futurity j. One of
my en-paneli,ts ce'ponded 'o my argumen' by excWming th>t th"e w..
nothing ne... or ~ical .oou, utopi>. To ",me degree th>, is Ime, in",­
far .. l;un e>lling on. well-e..abli,he<! tradition of enlical id..ll,m. l;un
al,o not inte",..e<! in. nolion of the ..die>l thal me"'Ir conno'.. ",me
notion of e..",mity, righ'eousne.., or >llirm;¡tion of ne...ne... My in...,t­
menl in utop1> and bol" is my «'pon.. lo qoe" thinking thalemb"""
a poll,ics of the he", and no... ,h.lt i, unoi<clined by wh>t 1 consid" to
be tOOay's h.lm..mng p..gm>'ic gay agend•. Sorne «itic. woold call1hi.
cryptop..gm>tic app",ach Imying with the n<gative. 1 woold no'. To
oome degree thi, 1>00.', argumenl i, a "'>pon« 'o ,he polemic of the "",,­
tirelation: Allbough ,he m'irelational approach ..sisted in di.m>ntling
m anticri'ica! undentmding of queer communi1y, i' non"hele.. quiclJ)'
"'p1>ced the romanee of community with ,he romIDce of .ingu1>city .nd
negativity. lhe venion of queer .oc1>1 ",I..ions th>t Ihi. book attempls to
envi.iou is erilical of the communi,m.n as m .b",lule valoe .nd of it.
n<gation as an .llemati.. a11-encompa"¡ng valne. In this "IIJI< the work
of conrempo"'Y French philooopher Je>n-Luc N.ncy md his notion of
"being singnl>r plural"" seems "peei>lly import>nt. For Nmcy Ihe post­
phenomenologka! <>'egory of being oingnbr plural addr..... the way in
...hich the singu1>rity Ih.lt marh ••inguLu ..i.lenee i. al"..Y" corermi­
nonsly plural_which is to."Y th...n entily re¡;i,tecs as oo,h particular
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in ilo dilfe",nco bot 01 ,he ..me 'ime .lw>y< ",[,'ionol to o,he, >ingolari­
ti.~ lho., if one ott.mpt> lo ",nde, lbe oolological .igtt>'o", of qo«m...
lbroogh Nmey'. m'ieal opp."'to., it o«d. to he gU'l'.d •• bo,h m'irelo­
tional md relolio.w,

Anti>oeW qOe<' Ih"",i.. are impir«! by Uo Il<=ni'. book Ho"",,, in
whieh he fin! theorized lb• ..,-ealle<! ,he';. of m,irolationality," ] have
loog heli""d llut ,h••nti",lolionollom in qu todi•• w... I"'rtial re-
_pon•• to eriticol .pproaeh•• to. mode of qo "udi... thol:ugu«l fOl
lbe ",[,'ion,; .nd conting<ol volo. of "nI.Ji')' GI'egorr, Mm)' critie>
h.ave fullow<d lI<=n1'••ntirebliona! 'om, hut ..gtL>bly non....oce.... ­
fully .. L... EdellIlID in hi. book No Futur<,"'] h.ave g,ut r..p'" for No
""t",,,.•nd Ede1mm'. e.m.. book otf....n odroit ,uding ofJam•• B.ld­
win'. /",t Abov< My H,ad," No Fut"", i•• brilliml md nothing .hort of
in'pirins pol.mic. EdellIlID d.arly .nnoone.. hi. mode of"soment.tioo
.. heing in the re.lm of th••thic.I, and Ihi. introdoeliou i. an .nticil"'tioo
of o reaninute<! politiGlI critiqu••nd moold be ",ad •• m idio>yncrotic .J­
l"llimce lo lbe poIemicol forc. ofhi. :ugumen' and no,hing Iike.n ...y
di.mi"'" Hi. orgom.n' md th• ..,doelive .w.y of Ihe mti",[,tion;¡1 th..¡,
ener¡;ize> my :ugum.n' io key "''aY'-

y., [ nonelhel... coolend thol mo,1 of lbe wo,k with which [ di..gre.
onder th. provi.ion;¡1 titl. of ".ntire[,'ion;¡llhesi," moY<o to im;¡sine an
..e.1'" o, d.nOl.meemeol of relatiou.Ii'y .. ti..t .nd for.most. di,t.ne­
inS of qo...m... from wlut ..,m. theo,i.t. ,..m to think of .. lbe coo­

bmiru'ion of rae., g.nd.., o, oth.. portiru!arilie> llut toint th. pori')' of
..,ruality •• o .ingolar 'rope of ditf.",nce. In oth.. wo,ds, m'irelational
.pproaeh•• lo qo«' th""'Y ..e rom;¡nee. of th. neg.>'i''', wi,hfuI thin\;­
ing, md im,,"meot> in d.fming v..ioo. dreolIlJl of dilf.",nce.

To sorne .>ten' C",jji"t Utopia is o pol.mic tha, "SO" .sain'l .nti­
",btionality by insi"ing 00 th•••..,n'iol o«d fur m ond.n!mding of
qo..me.. o. collectivity,] ""pond to Edelm;¡n'....enion th.. ,he futore
i. the previnee of ,h. ehild md lberolore not lor the qo«r> by :uguing
t1ut qoeem... i. p'inurily oboot futo,ity .nd hope, 'Ih.t i. lo ..y ,lut
qo..me.. is .Jw.y> in th. horiron. ] cont.nd thol if qo«me.. i. 'o h.ave
myvalu. wlulooe,,,,. it mo.t be ,-;ewed •• heiog ,-;.ibl. only in th. hori­
ron. My orgomen' i. ,h.",fo", ioler..led in eritiqoing ,h. ontologiGlI e..­
titud. ,lull ond...bnd lo he portn.r«! wilh ,he politic> of p,e..,nli'l and
progrnotie cont.mporary soy ident~y. Thi. modo of oolologieal certilode
i. olten "'p",..,n'ed 'hroogh • .,..",'ion of di..pp.....nce md negativity
t1ut boil. down to .noth.. sam. of fort-d•.
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Wh.l then doe> • Bloch"n .pp......h off.. in>le.d of • I""""rful enli­
ul impuae tow.ro ne¡;ationl Bloch found roIid groundJI for. critique of
• tolilizing and .,.tur>liliog ide. of tI>< p.....nt in hh con«pl of th. no­
long<r-con>dous." A tum to th. no-looger-coflJlciou••nabled. critic.1
h.rm.n.utics .ttun.d to compreheoding th. not-)...-h lhis lempor>1
ulcuhu p<rformed .nd utiliud the ¡=t .nd th. future rmam.nt. to
comb.t th. dev..t..ing lngic of th. world of lbe he ... and now,' oolion
of nothing •.ri>ling ouhid. th. 'phere of th. curreol mom.nt,' venion
of reality th;¡t .,.tor>liu. coltoral logics .uch .. c.pit.liom .nd heleronor­
nutivity, Coocomitmcl)', Bloch .:Iso '¡'.rpens our critical inugin;¡tion with
his .mp¡"'i. on hop<, An anliotopian mighl uod."land him..lf .. 1><­
ing critic.1 in ...¡.eting hop<, bot in lhe ru.h lo d.noune< it, h. wou1d 1><
mi..ing th. point th.>.t hopo i••p.wne<! of • critic.1 io.."m.nt io utop",
which i. oothiog liu naiv< boto in.le.d, profooodly ....i.tmt to th••lulti­
fying t.mporillogie of. broun-down p.....nt.!>Iy tom to Bloch, hupe,
md utopi. i•• ch.l1eoge to th<oretical inught> th.. h.ve been .tonte<! by
th. lull of p.....ntn and v.riou. rommeo. of neg.tivity md ha>" tbu.
I><come routioe and souodingly .ntieritie.:l, lhis .ntiutopim tl><or<tic.1
fallenog i. ofien nothin¡; more than rote invoc..ion of pool>lrudor>li.l pi­
..i... lhe critical pr>dic.. oneo summ.nre<! .. po<l>truetor>liom inform
my .nalysi... moch •• any oth.. soureo from which [ dr_. lh. ,or...di,,,
1wi'¡' lo mlle by tornin¡; to otopi. is .truoe<! lo E.. Koso&ky SedS"'ick'.
rntiqo. of tbe "")' in whirh paranoid re.ding pOlctic.. h.ve I><come.o
n.arly .ulom.>tic in qu",r >lodi•• lh.>.t th.y h.>..., in mID)' ""Y", e<..e<! to
1>< critiuP' Antiutop"n;'m in queer "udi.., whirh i. more oneo th;¡n
not inlertwin.d Ioilh IDti.....tio.,.lil)·. h.. le<! mmy schul", lo .n imp....
wh<rein they cmool ... fulurity for the lif. of th.m," Utopim ....dings
.... aligned witb wh.>.t S<dS"'ick woold c.11 "'I"'rative bermeoeutics."

Althoogh Cruüi"~ uropi" routin.ly ...¡«t. wh;¡t [descnb•••• "eon';n
romaneo of oegativity,' [ do no! "'IDllo di.mi.. lhe oegati," tO"t ,,,",t. In­
deed [ find somo theon•• of th. neg.tive lo b. importIDl ...sourc•• for th.
thioking of. critic.1 otopimi.m. Fur ...mple, P.oIo Vtmo e1egIDtly d.­
scnbe. th. n.g:otion of th. n.g:otion in Multit"d" BdwWl I"""",/icn"nd
N'X"tio". Vimo r""isl> .n oppo1ilion.:l logic th.l doud. «ruin deploy­
meol> of oegati,ity~ md in.le.d 'p<.ks to wh.>.l h. ull•• n.g:olion th..
fonction "mod.lit)· of th. po..ibl.;"....gre..ioo to th. infinit• .""
Vimo pot.nti>lity in neg.tive ..recl. th.. CID be ...,¡,.ped by oega-
tion .nd m.de lo worl< io lh...",ice of en;octing. mooe of critic.1 po'­
.ibility. \fimo'. lb",,')' of tbe neg.tion of negatioo prooudil'ely Iines up
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wilh ShoYlm. F.lmm'. th...,ry of ..dic.1 neg>tivity: "R>dicil neg.>'i';ly
(or ..ying 'no') belongs n.ilh.. lo n.goo'ion, nor lo oppo.ition nor lo co,­
""tion ('nornuli""ion'), no, lo conlr><!irtion (of ponli'" md n<g.>tiv<,
nornul.nd .bnorm.I, '..riou' .nd 'un••no",: 'r1..ity' :rnd 'obKurity')_
~ belongs p""i••ly lo ,,,,nd.:l: lo ,h. ,,,,nd.:l of lh.;, nonopporition.·'"
Agooin, my '<gum.nt with ,h. "leb..tion of n<g.tion in :rnlireL.tio.w
qu... critiqu. is it. ¡=Iicip..ion in wh.t cm only be ...n ••• hin;¡ry logic
of opposition. R>diul n'g.>livi')', like ,h. n'g.>lion of negoolion, off... us.
modo of undersr:rnding n'g.>livily th.. is .t..k1y dilf.renl f,om Ih. ,,,,<>ion
of ,h. n.goo'i'''' propos<d by Ihe qu... , mtireL.lioni... He.. th. n<g.tive
b<-com•• Ih. r<sour« for • «n.,in mode of qu"", ulopimi.m.

Once .gooin Ilum lo • lit.",y eLlmple wi,h Ih. hopo of d..cribing !he
p<rfomutiv< forc. of th.1 pmirubr qu...r u'ori:rn writing proj.ct, A p.a·
graph from Eil«n Myl.... eIlr..,rdinary memoir of coming into qu...
conociou.ne" in ,he 1%0> .nd '70. i. esp..i.:lly ..Ii.nt fo, my purpos..,
C¡"'¡"'a Girl, is. rib..ld tnl foil of fucking. d'inking, md olbe, mod•• of
pot.nl;'!ly lyric.J ..lf-d""lruction. N... ,he .nd of thi. I••l"".nl lo lhe
.chin¡; m><!ne.. of l<oh;'n d""-'re, • !"""",rful yet diminiohed figure hriefly
ent." lh. fram•. At tlli. poinl the young poe' h.s b<com. th. pm·time
",rel.l<.. fo, lh. gre.. qu... voic. of th. New York School of poelry_
J"""" Schuyler, !>Iyl•••nended to ,h. oId .nd infirm«! Schuyl.. iu hi.
rerid.n'i.J room" th. legend.ry del••• Hotel.

From h.. bod h. "O th. '¡'ow. 1<'>. ''¡.n'. r.w pooplo ll<now h.v.,
mo>tly Scorp"", ",,'''eh he "" Yoo"" bo h.......ogly ",";og Y"'"

>10,Y, o, I;k•• ""''''''O eh" , runoiog np,t io whon you """,.,od

<h. lons wh..-f Y"" ,.... "kiog • ,ho" no> on, hi, oboo w., no<

<h.... l' "".. hopo"'''' 1ho yollow.n h.. "",m Iio<" h"sh"'. th•••,
Iio<.mo erinkl¡<- Y"'" th""'t Iio<..... f"IThed-you fok Y"" h.J umply

Iio<orno • jo<l<. 11,. p.....oce of 1;;, .tt.mion w.. '" "mng, '" ....ply

f","yo-oueh. thinS 'o "'th. Y"'" tioy ....po",. w.",1< m <hol wh.n

" w.. Son. you h.J 'o ""p .nJ """,,, in "lenco .g.o'n. Th.n 1;. m'gh'
bogin, '" ped..p" you eould eorn. up w"h ",m"hiog .1.. ooc. ,he

"".tt"'o.... <h. voiJ pmod. You h.J 'o "'1 ~lont fo, • ""1 long timo

",mod.)"'. H. w.. I;k. m","e, Jimmy W". ",J Y"" h.J 'o ... liko mu""

loo to ... wi<h him, bu, uocio.."nJ ;0 hi. room h. "".. cooduelo,. H.
Ji"",od ,h. yollow .j, 'n room 61.1. lt w.. "..,...Iou. to <>UnJ.

1, w.. hug• ."d imf"";'" Wh m.'U" io <h. ~"'OC. w """'S

p;rt.....,mo", .100 'o •ehnJ "" utiful .n.....l."
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In th. >pi'it of th. munte<pol.mic.J " "ve th.t thi. introJuetion h..
be.o t.king I "'nlt to .ug¡;eot tlu.t tru. p g. eoold be n •• ,ep,e..nt-
ing.n .nti-nltireÍ>tion;¡lity th.t is bolh weinlly rep tive nld • prime
.nmpl. of lhe quee, otopimi.m for ",rueh I >JII ..guing. Anti-mtioto-
pi.nism i•• ph, th.t I borrow from Fredrie J.m..on md ind.. ",h.n
nurking this I"' g. in M)1eo ...nti-nltireÍ>ti"""L" Anti-.ntiutopimi.m
is not .I>oot • me<ely .tIlrnl1tive o, p<»ilive inveotm.nt in utop;'. G.y .nd
I..bim .tudi.. <>n too ...ily .,...p into the b..k.lly ,e>etiorw-y po"ure
of d.noondng. etitic.l inugüution tlu.t i. not locud down by ••ho,t­
.ight.d d.n;,1 of mytrung but th. h.re md now of thi. mom.n!. Thi. i.
th. mtiotopim .tmce th.t eh...eteri... the .ntireÍ>tiorul tum. Th. prime
">JIIpl.. of qu«, nltireÍ>tion;¡Jity in Ile.....ni'. H"",,,,. Ed.lnun·. No F"_
11m, .nd .11 th. othe< propon.n!> of thi, rum io qu«r eritid.m M< oc.n..
of ¡oui...nce, whieh.re .1",..)'1 d.ocribed ...lu.nering orgumie "'pture.
ol1en ••><><:;'ted ",ilh &,). nuI...ru.J .bnldon '" ",U-.tyl.d ,ioky beh,,'­
OOr. !>l>ybe th. be.t.nmpl. of m nlti-mtirebtio"'¡ oc.n. th.t I eould in­
volre woold be mothe< .peet1CuÍ>r io".nce of ..ru1l t",ugre";oo. Th.
mom.nt. o[ pomog...phíc mmmu"'¡ ...ptore in S>JIIoel D.Í>ny'. w<rl
mm. m...t imm.di.tel)' to mind." But inst••d [ eh""", to focw on thi.
reÍ>ti<>n>lline betweeo. yoong wrut.le"';'n nld >n olde< 8"y white nun
be",o", it d"", the kind of cro"ing tlu.t mtirebtion1l theori"••re 50
Ire.n on ..ehewing '" ignoring.

Myl.. i. poo to t.le CM< of Schoyler. 00 lhe level o[ politie1l econom)'
this rel.tion.hip i, ...y to .«ount for. Bot if "''' think of D.l.ny'. dl1mpi­
oning of inte<d... conl1ct ",i!hin ...rvice econ0"'Y md th••IRcti...u,­
plo. it off.... the I"""ge "P.n. 0P quite h..utifolly.-" Th. younger poet
not.....0« of·OOl"'l.."'.... ""d feeling lilre • j.rt ...he ",ort. to t.1re
ur. of th. oIder nun. wb"", .n.ntion """,es md ",..ne>. Th. ,eÍ>tion;¡Jit),
i, not .ooot .impl. positivity '" .ffimution. [t i. 1iI1ed witb .U .on> of
b..J feelings, momenl:l of .i1.nee .nd hrinlen.... But b<yond th. void tlut
...nd. h.t"".n th. hvo poet., lhere i••omcthing el.., • ,"rplo. tlut i.
mmife.t in th. eomplezity of tb.ir momenl> of eonl1et. Through qootid­
;,n ..rvice-ecoo0"'Y inte..ctiottJI o[ eare md .impl. mn'''.....tion lhe ",li­
tuy ocen. o[ m old mm .nd his yoong ."¡,,;mt i. t",,,form.d. A ,hytbm
th.t i. no! .impl. rebtionility o, routin••ntirebtiorulity i. ewbli,¡,.d
Thi. ¡, th. mWlk tlu.t i. Jimmy, tru, i. lhe mu.k o[ Eileen, this i. the bum
of tb.irconl1ct. This i. Jimm)' directing "th. )'ellow >.i, in room 625." Jt i.
ful«n ",.tehing, Ii.tening. Jt i.th...n", of mntempbtíve >we tlu.t I Iu.,,,
id.ntified in W"OOI'. ·wo"";md OH". nunk opb..t poetic ",d.n«.
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Jt ¡, th. mood of ..ceplion in which B1och..l<. o. ro pmicil"'t•. It ¡, th.
boing >ingo!.r pluul of qu..m= tt i. lil<. th. udic.l neg.tivity tlut Sho­
.!un> F.lmm imul<.. when trying to d.ocribe th. bilo.. tlut i. intrirulle
in J. l. Austin'. m"l'ping nf the perfo'm>'i'''. lber. ¡,. b.",ming OOth
mim>! md chilJ ,lut Myleo ul'im>t.ly gliml"'" in m infirm.d Scho)ier,
In this p....SO we ... the .nticip.'ory iIlumin>tion of th. otop"n (ID­
coling ,h. relentleo••hado"" p")' of ab",nce mJ p,,,,.nce on whkh th.
m'irelabonal th.,i, ''''!>. lb••!f<.cti,.. 'one of thi, !"""SO ligh!> th. ,..)'
to th. rep>..ti"",

lbi, book Iu, b..n ,.,in.n in nolhing hke • vacoom, t luve w<in.n
ooid. lttIDy b.1o>..d ",ll.bouto,., interlocutor" IDd ",m..d••. And
""hil. ,h.", f,i<nd, h.ve be.n • ",orc. of prop";,ion fu, m., they Iuve
.rp.."ed qoallIlJl ,000' ",m. of the ,h""..tle.1 mov.. I nul<. in C"'io;ng
Vlopi", Fo, ...mpl., ",me fri<nJ. ha>.. »I<.d m. why I Iu,.. cho",n to
",u,k ",,~h th. mo.. eccentrk c"'P0' of Bloch and no' l!<nj.min'. mo..
f"",ili.. ule. on tim., hi,tory, or lo", 1 h.ve .¡,., b..n >Sked bo"" [ coold
tom 'o • 'eot .uch •• MmWl" Ero. ""d Civil;:"""" .~.. "lichel Fonc.nlt
f"",oo.ly critiqu.d tlut ,...,rk in Hiotory 01 Su,ual;ty, rol.m, l. One ...<le,
of m earli.. draft ..p..,,,,d ",ncem t1ut I tale time to ulk .bout Bloch

in th. ",nt..t of M.....n 'OOngh' but do no' ",nt.xtoali", Heidegge, in
,e1>tion to Nni.m. [ h".. no' Iud my simpl. o, di..et ;ms",..,. fo, th",.
tbooghtfol ...<le ... lb.i, concem, h.ve m.J. m••"'.... of. need to fu,­
th...itn>t. ,hi. pmj.et, 1 Iu,....,i,ted Foucault .nd ll<nj.min bec.us.

th.ir thought h.. b..n well mined in th. fielJ ofqo.., critiqo., 50 moch.o
tlutth..e two thinh,' I"'radiglIlJl n",," fe.1 .Im",t uilo,-mad. fo, qo."
,todi••. [ h... w>nt.d 'o look to oth.. >i'« of theorrtkallracbon. Bloch
"'.., not.d .. not boing .'pec"lly progre"ive ,000' g.nder md '.%n>li')',
H.idegger '.....nto.1 I"'litle.llum w» of ",one horrilic, .nd I\l>rco",'.
im;,tence on .",wedl)' ~beutioni.t ,hetorle nuy ...m hk. 5Om.thing of
• throwb.ack, A bi'ly ob>'¡on< ,e>ding of Fooc>olt'o "'iting on th. "P"'­
,i,.. hypo,heri." ",uold perc.ive ~ ... di..et ""1"''''' to Ero. a..d Civj~_

<ation. Al'OOngh Mmuo" ve ..ion of mrpln< ..p""ion m.y pct.nlially
nuke reprohe"';on the Iu.k con,tilulive elem.nt fo, thinking .oont "",
it non.th.I... offe" • libo..tioni...nd critic>1ly utopiID ,ale on .ubjuga­
tion, M:lITlll< mJ H.idegge' ",..,e not ..dle.lhomo"'....¡, lil<. Fouc>olt
o, mmantk melancholico lih l!<nj>min, with whom qu..,. tod.y c>n
.";1)' i<lentify, but m)' tom to • cert.in modality of "l>,%im mJ phenom­
.nologic>ltOOught i. calibut.d to offer n."" thooght im>geo fo, qo.., cri­
tiqu., dilfe ..n' p.tho ro qo••me...
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U, me momenl.nly le.ve 810eh .ude md io>te.d Ioc>k lo the prob­
lenutic figur« of /turcu.e md hi. onelime meo'or Heidegger. My iote","
in their work (md 81oeh·., for thil m....r) pivols from ,heir ",I.lioo.hip

to ,he tndilioo of G.,mID iduli.m. "urcu..'. M.ru.m sought ou, • phil­
osophic;o1 coocreten«. ,hit, io. provi.io",,1 f..hion, ",soo.le<! wilh phe­
oomenolog)' .od 'p«ilic.Uy ""ilh the iote"," of!he Heidegger of Bti"t
"nrl TI"", in purruioS' cOfIcrete philosophy, Bo,h >1"';0. of thought "'­
;'<te<! Germm ide.Ii",,'.lurn 'o ."'tractiou..,d inmrdne... 80Ih cra,..d
• p,,<tic.l philosophy ,hit d<>eribed ,he ""orld in hi'loric.Uy ...:tieot
f..hion, "brcu.. 'urned to Heidegger ... philosoplúc;o1 iorlueo« .od •
sourc. durios wh.1 ""•• deocriW .. ,he cri';. io "b,,;,m io Gemuo)'
duriog ,he 1920.. Al th.1 poinl • mode of scieoti"" domi""ted M".;'m
..,d led '0.0 .0tiphilosophk;o1 md mechioi.tic .pprmch to /tuno /tbr­
ru...od Heidegger'. ",blioo.hip bmou.1y f.:l..r<d •• /turcu.. joioed ,he
F"okfurt 5<hoc>l."d Heidegger e..o'u.:lly joine<! ,he Nui P..ty 00 /tU)'
1, 1933, Ai!hough we c.o no"" look .t 1928'. Bá"t and TI..., ."d loe.te
phil=phic.l modelo th.. "'..,'" I"'rlup...eo theo politic.lly righ,-wing,
it i> p"'ci..ly ,hi> ",l.ltion;¡J ."d politic;o1 ¡'jlu« 0fI wlúch I nooethele..
",,:m' to ffi.,..,Il, /t!Mcu...."" io Heidegger. ontology. oew route to bet­
te< d<>e"be hum:m ru"ence. He w.. !:Iken with hi. mentor. oo'ion of
hiuo"city .nd ""hil it eould potenti.Jly do fu, whit ",... then. /tuni""
in du,,,,.. Much 1.ler, M.,.", 1844 nunoscripl> "'..,'" diocove",d, .nd the
eoncrele phil"",!,hic>! .ppro>eh unde"lood •• hi.loric>! nuteri:ili.m be­
e:une fully m:mif",t M:ln:u.. looked b:ock md ",.:lized thi, ,he phenom­
eoologic.1 .."ion of hi.loridl)· w.. not oec"s:u-y, A1thoogb I too hive •
gre.. disd.in fo< wh.t Heidegger'. w"ting b.,:une, I none!hele.. look on
it .. f:rilo'" ""o<th kno""ing,. polenli.1 th.1 blt.,e<! bot e." be nonethe­
le.. """,rhd in ,he .e"ice of. <!iff.",nt politia..,d unde"I:m<!ing of
the world. lhe que.. utopi.ni>m I :un «pou.inS ""ould ",..,n look Nek
on HeideSS",'. notioo of fuluri'y in Bá,,!: "nJ TI"", md "l:Ich ilself to
"p«t. of ,h.t theo')' of ..mporali'y. lo Heidegger. vmion of hi,toric­
ity, hi.loric.l eu"ence in lhe p..1 .Il"",..,d fu, mb;eels to .<t with • mind
tow:ud "fulure po»ibiliti..: lhu>, futurity becom.. hi.to')". dominIDt
principie. lo ••imil.,. r..lúon I ,hink of queeme..... temporal :u-..nge­
menl in wlúch the 1"''' i•• rield uf po..ibility in which mb;'<I. e.n :oct
in the pr"",nt in the ..,,;« of. ne"" fulurily. lo my th..i. ultim,"ly eo,­
ruple<! bec.o.. i' find. sorne kiod uf hi.torie.1 r«OnIDce ""ith lhe no""
polilic;o1I)' "'p",heo.ible Heidegg..? Re.de ... c.n cle..1y glimpse the
t"ce of /t!Mcu.... ",noooce<! menlor io bi. 1>t.. ""rilins. md ind~ th.:o,
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'o,'''''''''"'" "
problem.lic influence i. pm of lhe lhemetical force ofhi. le~ philooophy,
To da,," from .uch ",urce••nd u!linutely m.ke them .en.., moth.. proj­
«t, ooe th., lhe .uloo, hirmelf would h>ve quickly denounced, ••"ve< ..
• crilicaleng:ogement_crilique .. willfu! di>loy.lty lo the m.uter, Heide­
gge, ¡, therrtore oo! lhe lheoretical pro'.goni" of my ;orgumeol; more
oe..-!y, he i. an opporlunity .nd occ";oo to think qu...me.. or qu...rly,
Heidegger i. then philo"'phk.1 m..ler IDd .bj..l politi..1f>ilu"" lhu.,
we the the"",tic of virluoUly >nd f"¡lu,e th., [ d"",rib. in ch.pter 10
.. qu m..... m)'.

Thinking heyond the moment and .g:oinst .blic hi.tofid."" i•• proj­
«t ,h.t i. d...p!y .ymp.lhetic lo Judith H.lbe"bm'. wmk on qu..., tem­
porality'. ",I>tion to .p.li.lity, m",t immedi>te!y the notioo of .lraight
time. lt al", dr>w. 00 Carl> Fr....ro'. notion of f>ntmn.'ic hi.torioga­
ph)', Eliz.beth F,ee"",n'. thoory of tempor>! dag. C.rol)'n Dim!uw'. 'p­
pro>ch to "louching ,he p..l; G.)-a'ri Gopin;o,h'. lheorizing of ,he time
md pl>ce of queer di..pora .. an "impo..ible d«i",,' IDd JiU OOl>,Ú wo,k
on lhe utopim io perform>n..." Aloog lh"", line., a1'hough ,hi. wril­
ing proj ..t i. not .lm)" e.plidtly .ooul ",ce, ic do<. oh.... much poIiti­
..1urgeocy ,,"ilh • vib,:m' li.. of ochol"" wo,king 00 the p..-tirul.nlie. of
qu.." of colo, .nd lhei, poIiti..." 1!uve .pent """,e time .rguing .&""'t
lhe mti",blion.1 m",.., io que.. lheory, Quee, femini.. and queer of colo,
critique••'" lhe I"""..,rful count..",..,ighl 'o ,he an'irebtional, 1.il""te my
worl< "Ju....I)· io '00" qu.rte".

Cert:linly L.uren Il<rl>nú wotl< on the poIitic. of .ffert io public life
!U. h>d. otrueturing influen.. on ,hi. projeet. In. [994 ....y, titled "'68
O< Something; ll<rlan' ..pbinerl lhe miel". pro;"t in • m)' t!ut =o­

""te. with much of lhe po",..,rful wtiling th.l hu foll"",ed i': "Thi.....y
i. wtinen in f""o, of ",fu.ing 'o l«m the le.",", of hi.lory, of ,efu'ing
lo ",lioquioh u'opi:rn p"'eti.., of ",fu.ing ,he .p¡=ent!y ioevit.ble m","­
ment from lragedy to fme th.l ¡,., nurked '" much of lhe .n.!y.i. of
sociol movemen" gene...'ed p"'t '68."" The ",f=1 of empirid.t hi'loti­
ogt-aphy>nd il> denouo«meol of utopian looging ¡,." heen >n imporl>nl
roe fur thi. pro;'et.ll<rlan". in,i.tence on ,he ",fU»! of oo<"",til.., .ffect
remiod. me of ,he Gr«' Refu,>! fo, which 1>l>rru>e ",lled re"" e.,¡¡er,
C",i>i"~ Utopi<l i•• criti..1 mo.. t!u, h.. heen forged in re!.tion to the
wotl< of Il<rlan' and oth.. ocho!." wilh whom 1 h... h.d ,he huury lo
worl< under the b>nner of the Public Feeling. Group." lIut thooretic>!
proj..l h.. h.d.n importIDt .eli,;.t compooeol thIDks to tbe inspired
worl< of tbe Chic.go F...l T:mk." The very id.. th.l "'.., <>n e..n ",nture
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to fe<l utopi." io the he,e ."d O""" h>. l>eeo oouri.hed thmosf¡ rny fu,tu­
o.te ...oci.lioo w~h th;. eoliegiol eohorl.

Ullim>tely. this book otren. theory of que", futurity th>t i••oeoti,..,
to the I""t fu, the purpo'" of critiquing • p.....ot. Thi. mode of queer
critique dep<od. 00 critic,1 pu<tic'" th>t su", off the f.Jlur.. of im>gin>­
tion th>t [ uodem.nd ...oti...blion,]ity ."d ."tiutopwu.rn io queer cri­
tique. The mode of ·cruioiog· fur which thi. book c,]¡" i. out on1y or "'..,0

prinurily ·cmi'iog for sex: [ do se< .n unllmited poIentiility io .<tu.1
queer .n, but books of critiei.m th>t >imply gbmoriu the ontology of
g:oy m.le cmi.iog .... mo oneo th>n nol ,imp1y boriog, [o this book [ do
ooo",hele.. di.till:«>me 1 theoretie.1 eoergy fmm hi,toric,] >ccouot.

of fueking ."d utopi•••ueh .. Joho Giorno'. ;Oum;¡J. (ch>pter 2) .od
s"muel Debny '. memoir. TIt, Moti"" 01 Light .nd 1V~k'r (ch>pter 3). 1h.lt
m»' h>ve .omethiog to wilb the historie>! textu... lb"", tezto pmvide. 10­
dee<! thi, book ••u ooe to cmise the fie1<h of the ,;.",,1 ."d oot '" vi,u.1
in m etrorl to se< io lbe mticip.tory iIlumin>tion of lbe utopim. lf...
indie>ted by the f>moUJI quot.lion fmm Ose., Wi1de th.t .pp<.rs io the
epiguph. ", m>p of the world th>t d"". oot iodude Utopi. i. not w",th
gI;oocing .t; theo .!feclive >ud cogoili,.e m.!"" of the world th>t • criti­
c']I)' que<, utopiooi"" C>rl c....te. m>p' tlu.t do indude utopio, need to b<
..teoded to in • r...hion th.t iodeecl .....mble> • kind of politicizecl enil.­
ing. [n the pl>ce of ",,,iou. exlu.ustecl theoretic.J .tme.. Cru;,i"!: V/opio
oot on1y cl. ,..den to recomide, ide...uch .. hop< .od utopi. but .L.o
clu.lIenge> them to feel hop< md to fe<1 utopio. whieh is to ")' clu.llenge.
them to .ppm"h the que", critique fmm ....newecl md newly mim.ted
..n.. of the sociol. « ...fully crui.ing fo< the nri<d poleoli,]ilies th.t m»'
.bound wilhio tlu.t ¡¡<Id.
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1

Queerness as Horizon

Uropian Hermeneutic5 in ¡he Fau o/ Coy Pragmatism

I HG IN TH IS eh.pI" on futurity .nd a d",¡.. tlu! ¡. utopi.n by lum­
ing to " 'e:>l from lh. p..'_mo.. 'pedfic.lly, lo lh"". worW tlut <mm.t.
from ,he 'I"'tiolemporal «>ordi""te Bloch "ferred jo •• ,he no-Iong..­
rOMCioWl,. term tlut.nempt. to .""el" more pred.. und...bnding of
lh. worl< th.t lh. ¡=t d""., wlut can b. ond.rstood .. lh. períonn>,j,..,
forre uf ,he prn. A 1971 ¡..ue uf lhe I\'-y lib...tion ;oonul G.y FlamN in­
dooed , nunife,to by , group ralling ~..If Third World G.y Rovolution.
lb. text, titl.d 'Wh" We W."I, Wh" w. Jl.eliove," off. red " debil<d li"
nf demmd.tlut inc1uded lh. al>olitiou uf e.pil.:! p"ni.hment, lh••l>olim­
menl uf in.litution>! reUgion, .,,<1 lbe end uf lh. oourgeoi> bmily. lb. en­
ti", li,' uf .h'..,n demmd. culmin.ued with. "'JU«' lh•• ,.., ••('<dall)'
..dic.1 md ¡>oigo.", ,.hen compMed lo the .nemi< polilie.1 .send. th.t
domin.te. eonlempor>'Y LGBT politic. in Norlh Ameri<. loo.y.

16.) IV, w.,,' • o..... wri"y_. ","'¡utoon."y "",¡,Jo>! ""''"'y_ IVe

....", hbo,.tion of hum,u;'lI f food, rn.. ,¡"lt.., rn.. "oth"'&> fr..

".n,po''''''''n, f.... ti,.J,ti c f.... utih"... fr.. «I",,"on, f",...,

fo, .Jl W. w.n' • '''''''y wh ,b< ",,«1, of ,ti. f'O"'pIo como fin'
W. boll,.. tlw .11 f'O"'pi. <houlJ ,¡,,,,,, ,h. l>bor onJ p,od"," of

>o<,",y, ..coru,os 'o ..ch O""' n...J••00 .h,];,"" ",smll... of ,....

.... •S" "" .....1p..f,.....~ W. bol,.,-. ,b< 1.00. 'ochnology.OO lb.
mNU' of produ"""u bolouS 'o lb. pooplo,.OO mu" bo '¡'oaJ by lb.
f'O"'pi. c01l0<1;...ly ro, ,h. hbo••tion of .U·

When we con.id.. tIle ..tremely p..gnulie .send> th.. org:mize. LGBT
.ctivism in Norlh Americ. tOO.y, the detnIDd •...e .....nl • new •.xiety·

..
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]O Qworno>''' __

nuy:<e<m n;oi,.. by th. p.....n". ".md.rd.. M."Y p<opl. would diuniu
th... demmd••• imp ...cticol o, m....ly utopim. y., I con'end th;¡, ,h....
;, S"''' ".Iu. in pulling ,h... wo"'¡" from th. no-long'J'-coMCioWllo mn
• critiqu. of ,h. pre..nt lh. 11>< of "",.. in ,hi. lIlIDif."o C:Ul b. mi...k­
.nl)' reod .. the "",.." implicit in ,h. id.n'ity politic. th;¡1 .m.rged .fier ,he
lhird Worid G.y Re",lution group. Such .....ding would mi.. th. point.
lhi••",.." do<. nol 'p<ll to. me"'lr id.n'i!."im logic but in.t.od 'o.
logic of fu'urity. lh••",.." ..,..ko to • "",," th.t i. "no' ret co=iou.; th.
fu'u....oci.ty ,lu.t i. b.iog in",led md .dd...><ed .t !he ..m. mom.nt.
lh. "",.. ;, no' cont.nt 'o d.mi!>e who ,h. collective i. bul mo... n••ri)'
d.-.crib<s wh.l!he coll.eli,.. md the I.uge' <oc;.l orde, eould b., wh;¡t

it .hould be. lh. p.nicobriti•• ,h.t .... li.t.d_"rK., "x,'S' o, .<%u.1
p...f....nee.._ .... not ,hing> in md of th.m..lw. th.t form.1 th" "",..",
ind••d ,h. ".t.menú "",.." i. "'egoordl.,," of lhe.. nurl«.., which i. not
to ..y th;¡, il i.l>.yond .uch di.tinction. o, duo to th... dilf....ne.. bot,
inst••d, th;¡, it i• ..,id, ,h.m, lhi. i. to ..y th;¡t the freid of ulopi.n po'­
.ibility i. on. in whieh moltipl. fo"", ofb.longing in dilfe ...nce odh.... to
• b.longiog in collectivity,

Such moltipl. formo ofb.longing-in-dilf....nce md .:r:p.n.i'" critiqu••
of soci.>1 ••yrnm.t'i•••re .b..n' in ,he domin;ont LGBT I••de ..hip eom­
munity md in m""y ''P'''ls of qu""r critiqu •. On. mmif..lo from to-
d.y'. mowm.nl tlul ...m...peciilly ...p nutiw of th••n.mic, ohort-
oight.d, md ...t"'g...de politic. of!he pr nt i. "A11 ToS"he, Now (A
Blu.prin' for Ih. Mov.m.nt),"'. t... ""in.n by pro-g>r-nu"';'ge 1'''1''''
E,'.n Wolfoon th., .ppeM<d on hi. web.it., fr""domlommy.org, Wol&on'•
•ingle-mind.d t... id.nliti.. ,h••ociil '«ognition ""d fin;¡nci.>1 .dvm"ge.
off....d by ill.dition;¡l mmi.>g. pKt... ,h. ley lo wh.t h. c.lh "f,,,,,dom,"

F,,,,,dom fo, Wolfoon i. m.... indo.ion in. corrupl md bmkrupl soci.1 0'­
d... Wolfoon cmno! critiqu. th. I..-S', ideologicil "'gim. th.t "'p",..nt.
nurn.g••• oom.thing desi...ble, n;o'oru, md good, Hi••"imib'ioni.t g»'
politics po';'••n ".11" tlul i. in f.el. f.... : qo.... with enough Kee.. lo '"p­
itil to im.gin•• lif. int.gr.tN ",i!hin North Am.ric.n c.pi"l;'t coltu,e. Jt
go<' ilmost withoul ..)-;ng ,h.t !he ".11" invohd by!he &'Y I.lwyer md hi.
follo"'.....'" notrn.lti,.. citiun-rubj«u with • ho.. of ';gh.. only .fford.d
to oom. (.nd nol.lI) qu... people. Argumen" 'g>in.1 &'Y mmi.ge h"..
b..n .,ticobled with S"'.I.rum.n by ti.. Dogg:m .nd Rich..-d Kim.' Bo'
it ;, lI'ollion'. invoc:;¡'ion of th. t<rm jmdom ,h.t ;, mO>! on.rttling.

1I'0lhon .nd hi. websit", ,hetoric d.grod. ,h. concept of flff<lom.
Homonorm.tive culturil ."d poI!tic.1 lobb)i....uch •• Wolfoon h"..
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d"S'.d<d th. politie;o1 md coneoptu.l meco of concop" .ueh •• fro<dom
in th...me w.y llut ,h. eu,..nt politic.1 ..gim. of th. Uniled SI.t•• h..
d"S'.d<d ,h. term /i"'",ti... in th< e..< of ..cool Middl. wtem forrigo
policy, 1 iovoke WoIr.on he.. oo! so mueh .. this elupt.,. prob1<m o,
foil bu' merdy .....ceol .ymptom of th••rosion of th. &,-y md 1",biID
politie.J im.gin.tion. Wolfson r<pr nu mmy homonorm.li.... inter",t.
I••ding tb. cont.mpomy LGBT mo m.ol t"",;ud th. go.J of "n;¡'urn-
izing" the tl.",..,¡ .nd to<ic ideologic.J mnn;¡'ion Imo""n •• mmi.g<. lb•
• ping of tr>Ji'ion.1 .Irngbt r<btio.,.li,y, ...peet.11y mMri>ge, m, g>J"' IDd
I••bt.n. mnouoco. itself... p..goutic .t..tegy ""h.n il is in bct. d...pl)'
ideologie;o1 proj.et tlu, i. IunIly p..etic.L [n thi. ''')' g>y mmi.ge's .1.­

t..cto" ... wsolut.I)' 'igbt: gay mmi.g< i, 001 n;¡'urn_bu' ,hen .gain,
n.ith", i. mmi.ge fo, ID)' iodividLl.lL

A .iroib, bu' mo.. numced form of""Iu, 1 .m ..f<<Ting lo .. g.y p"g­
nutic 'hougb' e.n be .... o in Biddy MHtin'. worl<, .spect.!Iy he, ["yeho­
m.Jytie.lly impire<! dt.go"'is ,h.t qu«, eritÍ<Ju, ...ff." from m mdro­
coolrie b¡., in ""hich qu...m... p....nt. iudf.. lh. "..t'>o'Jinuy· ""hil•
•1 ,h...me 'im. fl«iog Ihe eh"8' ofbeing "onli.,.ry," !leing o,dinuy IDd
being mMried both .ntiulopi.ln wi.h"" d",¡"', thil .ulom.tie.Jly ..in
th."""1",,, in, n ' d..-ing 'o "'" o, inugin< th. not-)",'-coflJlciou•. lbi.
Iin. of thougbl th., [ ;un id.n'ifying .. pr>gm.tie i, t;¡ken from il> ....,­
n.eul.. r<gi.ter, l.m not ..f<<Ting 'o th. Ktu.1 philosophic.1 tr>di'ion of
Americm p..gm.ti>m of CIwi•• l'<irc., Wi!lt.m J;un"" or John o.,"''''y.
Bu' ,h. eu,..nt VY poIilic;o1 .tr>t.gy 1 .m d=,ibing .loe. ,),;¡re m inter­
... in .mpi'id>m ""ith th.. ochool, G.y p..gnutic orgmiziog i. io di,ect
oppo,;tion to th. id••li.t thougbl tlut 1...oci.l< ...o<lemic to • m,,,,,.m­
d.wning qu«m." thil e.lls on • no-Ionger-conociou, io th...<vic. of
im.gining. futurity.

Th. ool-quil<-conociou, i. th< ...Jm of pot.ntt.lity llut mu" be ,,11• .1
on••nd in.i.ted on, if "'''' .re <ver 'o look beyood th. pr>gm.lic .ph...
of th< h... ""d no"", ,h. h01l"", .,.tu.. of th. p....n'. lbus, 1 ""i.h 10 ..­
SU' tlut queem",. i, not quite h",.; it i•• in Ih. Imgu.g< of lt.Jim plú­
losopher Giorgio Agambeo, • pot.n,t.lity.' Ahin B..Jiou ",f." to thit
""hich follo",", ,h••",nt •• ,he llúng-th.l-i.-not-yel-inugioed,' ""d in my
...im.tion queem",. '00 .hoold be unde"toOO lo hi,,,, ••imib, ,'.I.nco.
Bu' m)' 'um to thi. ootion of ,h. not-quite-eonocious is 'Vio io<lebt.d
to Bloch .ud hi. m..';'. th....volum. te.t Tltr Pri"<lp/r oi Hop<.· Th.t
t,..'i... bo,h • continu.tioo .nd .n .mplilic.tion ofG.rmm id••li,t prK­
tic•• of thougbt, is • critic.J di>coune_""hich is 'o ..y ,lut il .loe, not
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....,t o, tom 'w>y from th. p"""nl. R.th.., il critiqu•• an .ulon;¡torn­
izing t.mpornit), th.t we mighl ,;dI oI,uig/1r rim<o Stt>ight time t.llo WI th>t
th... lo no futore but th. h"...nd now of ou, ewryd>y lif.,' lb. onl)'
fototU)· promioed i. th>t of ..p,odueti'" m>io,it>rim h.t..",.ruilitl', th.
'J"'<l>d. of lb" .I>t...fu,bi.hing ilo ..nb through ",..,t IDd .ulnidized
aclo of reprodo,tion. In No Fut.,,", ~. Ed.lman .,I\i... qu"",,, th>l th.
foto.. i. "kid .lol!.' Althoogh 1 beli.... th>t th... i•• lollo Iik• .ooot
Edelm>n'. pol.mk_mo.t1y ito di<d.in for tli. culto.. of lb" chilJ_1 01­
tim.ld)' .....nt to .peak fu, • notion of qo«, futurit)' b)·toming to Blnch'.
ctUi,,1 notion of utopi>.

lt i••qo.:lll' poI.mi<>1 to .rgo. th>l we not qoit. qu... )'"t, th.t
qo«m..., wlut "'......iIl ...:Ily kno...... queeme do<. not yet ••i.!. I "'g-
se" llut holding qo«rn... in. oort of onlologi<.:Ill' hombl" .tal", ond<t
• con«pto.:l S'id in ....hkh "'.. do no! ,!>im lo .lw>ys .I...dy kno.... qoee,­
n... in th.....orld, pot.ntl>lIy "'w. off th. o..ifying .!feet. of n""libe..1
ideology md th. d.gr.d.tion of polilin brooght .0001 by "'p,,,,.nt.tio'"
of qu«rne.. in cont<mpor>'y popola, coltu...

A po.t.no, gl>n« .t dilf...nt momen", obiect., .nd 'pac•• mighl of­
f.. '" m .ntidpatory illomin;¡tion of queern"... w. <>nnot "",t in th.
nunife.talion. of wlut '01'0" 1""'1'1.....oold c.:ll qo«rn... in th. p....nt,
••p,,,l>lIY>JI "mOOdi.d in lbe pt>gnutk dob.a... tb.al domin.l" conl"m­
po"ry gol' .nd I••bim politi". (H",., .¡;ajn, 1 m",t poinl<dly m.m U.s.
qu«" clamonng fo, lhri, right lo partidpat. iu th. ""ree! i",tilolion of
m>rriage ..,d, m>ybe ",.." .., lo ..<ve in th. milit.ry.) Non. of thi. i. to
..y tb.at lh... are no! >v.t= of. qu«, fulonly, oolh in lhe 1"''' .nd th.
p....nt, "'peci.Ul' in <it.. of ,u110..1produ<tion. Wh>t 1.1'0 "'¡;g<'ting i.
th.l "'.. gain • sr..t.. ,on«pto.:l >nd th""r<lic;d I.....ge if ....... qo«,­
n..... oomething th.l iJI nol )'" h.... In thi. ",,,,. ~ i. o",ful to con"d..
Edmund Hu,..rl, ph.nom"nology'. foundor, .nd hi. invit.tion to lcok to
honzo", ofb.ing.'Indeed to .ce... qu«, vi",.:Iit)' "'.. nuy n«d to >quint,
to .train ou, "';';on .nd fu". ~ lo "''' othe""i.., beyond lhe limil<d vi.t.
of the h....nd no .

To 'ritiqu" ID o "hing "he.. IDd now" i. not to tum oni. fac.
'''''>y from the ""ryd.)'. Rol..,d B>rth•• "'~ol" th>t th. mar!< of th. oto­
pi.n i. th" quolidi>n." So,h m .rgum.nt would .tr",. llut th. otopi>n
iJI.n impu¡,.llut "'...« in .wryda)' Jif., lhi. impul.. i. to be g1iml".d
•• som"thing llut iJI ••t.. to th. ""')"l>y lran..etion of h.t.rono'm>ti,..
upil.:li.m, lbiJI quotidim .nmpl. of th. utopi.n ,.., be glim¡=d in oto­
pi.n oond<, .ffili>tions, d"'ign., ..,d se"u.... th.t ..i,l ....ithin lh. p....nt
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momen!. Turning to th. N"", York s.chool ofpoelry•• momenllh.t i. one
of the cu1luril touch>lon•• fur my re...reh, w. can consider. poem by
J.m.. s.chuyler th.1 '1"'.1. uf. hopo and d••ir. th.t i. de.rly utopian,
The poem. lilo mo.1 of s.chuylor'. bod)' uf ""orl<. i. d..rly foot.d in ;m

obsorvation of lhe .tf.cti,,,, re.lm of th. preo.nt. Ye! th.re i<.n <xc... th.>.t
the poel.l.., conYeys,' typ. of .tf.cti,,,, e:rre.. lh.t pre>ent> th. en;¡bling
fore. of. for""ud-d.""uing futurity lh.. ¡" qu...m.... In th. po<m "A pho·
toguph: publi,hNl in 1974 in th. coll«tion Hy"'" lo LiJ<•• piclure th.t
f<>id", on th. """Uf" d.,k .p;uh • recoll«lion of domeotic bli".

.-1. plwt"lf",ph

Show> )'OU ;n • london

room; book~. p'inh"ll'

)'OU' .milo, ••ilky

'oo•••u". And moto.

1,1001<> '" bko )'OU

.nJ J ... " '''''7 d.y
(h.to.on rny ....k)
whi,h [<!on·')'OU. t...t

FhJ..¡-w"V·nd

Wo won' ou'. wo ,amo
bork. wo w.o' ",;Id. y""

dop'. M. ''''' n.o pup
woko )'OU .nd )'OU d"'.....

•nJ w"k.d b;rn. Whon

)'OU 10ft. t w.. ~"'I""S­

Whon t woko rh.", w.,
jwt timo 'o m.oketh.

".rn ro • rouo''7 din""

.nJ ,"k.bour. 0<>'''7.
Wltich t ,hink <o".., in

'wo ""',, ,,,-,, wlticb "'"
Know "Now I .un .

Loko my " ..nS' ""
1.., FnJ.y n;y". AOO

.nooho, k;oJ, ,,,-,, Y""

know 0"", in ...""'p<-ct.

·Why, ,,,-,, joy llok

.00 dOdo', ,b;ok .00",
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.......n h.. r.., ...... ;o
my I.p. <>< lo'hon IIooI<oJ

down .00 "lo' h.. wo'y

'y'" .ho'. tb.o, too w..
_ ..y. No< ."h.",

oK....,.ly • downo, [rom

il,- Do Il>ol;"., ..

th. p"fo""bih'y of

""O' S"ong.ly ,""uy>.
(l·... known on·

h.f'P............gl» 1

do. 1m.", "

1 ....uiy 00 l>oh....

futo ... ~.o".tiom c.n
li... w;,hout th. ;0_

"n.b of .""......
f.., ... know l>o' n <H"

hou" .nd "roll. of
_ ..y. Tho "ru<k NlI

hoJ,,¡" f'OC1<ot, y".,

.m'" w"" Y"'" b.Kk
io tondo... [ b.o,'.

known K<h'y ond u1m,

h....', you too' Let.
"Y lo und."uoJ. rny
hondwm. &i.nd lo'ho

.....'" h•• o"'. """')'-"

lb. 'P".kor ..membo.. [h. grmdn... of an "mp<etKob. Frid.y in which
h••nd hi••dd....... slepl in ",d ,h.n .rrambled lo "tch. train to. din­
n" oot in th. coontI)'. H••tt.mpt< to ..pLoin th. <e>b<y h. f.lt th.u night,
indie>ting th.1 on. momen' o[ «.t..y•• momenl h. id.ntm.... brin¡;
nurl<od oolh by ",lf·conKiou>ll.e.. and obU,ioum.... PO"'"'''' • I"'t.n­
ti.lly 'r>n.fornutive chargo. He lhen con.id....noth" moment o[ 'e>!"Y
in ..tr",p'ct•• loc>king bKk.t. no-longor·conscioo. th.., provid...n .[­
fe<:ti..e .ncia,.. in lhe pr...nt th..t ""... olf,h. "'"'" of"b.d r..lin¡;o th.ot
nurk th••If.cti,.. d¡'juncluro of boing qoee. in ",.ighl 'im•.

lb. mom.n' in ,h. I""m o[ d«p<' inlro'l""'tion_beginning "Do [
boli.... in / Ih. perfe<:tibili,y of /11>..1"_;'.n • .,mpl. of. otopian d..i...
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iospired by qu••, relalionility. Momeo!> of quee, ,e!.tio",,1 bli.., wn.t th.
poet n"",•• a••cst..i... are ,;ewed .. h>viog !he .bility to re,,~it•• !.rg.,
nup of everyJ.y lile. IVh.n ·future g.n....lion" are invoked, tb< poel i•
•ign.;oling a qu••me.. to com.,' w.y ufb<iog io th.""rld tn.t iJI g1iml"'d
through r.veri•• io • quotidi.o life th.t duU.ng•• lhe domin.lnce of m ¡{­

f.<:tive wo,ld, a p"e>eot, full of MUÍoy.n....nd fu,. The", future geo...­
tioos .re, lix.!he "",," invoked io th. mmif••lo by th. Third World G.)·

R.evclulion group, oot .n id.ntihrim formublion bul, insr••d, th. invoca­
tioo of. future roU.cti'·it)·,. queem... tlut regi,t." .. tb< ilIuminalinn
of a horiron of..i,t.nce.

Th. po<m .pe.ks of multipl. tempo...lili•• ""d th• .tfertiv. modo
known ...rsr..y, whieh re.onal...loogoo. th. wo,. ofMmio H.idegger.
Jo &inK and Tim, Heid.gg.' r.Il«l> on th••ctiviry uf tim.lin md it.
,eblion to ,litat"," (.rsr..yl, .ign.;oling fo, H.id.gger th htie unit)·
of t.mpor:¡Jity_p..t, I're>eot, ""d Future." Th. er.t..y the .pe••e, fe.;"
md rememb." in·A photoguph" iJI not eonsign.d lo on. mom.nt. lt
.t.p. out frem the p..l .nd rem;orks on the unity of .n ..pm.iv• .-..sinn
of tempor>liry; h.or., futu,e g.o...lion.... iovox.d. To know .cst")"
io th. way in whirh the poem'. "",.x., d"". i. to hav•• ",me of liroeli­
n..... molion, to uodentmd • lempo'.! unity thal iJI import>nt to wh.t [
arr.mpt to d.scribe .. th. time of qu••m .... Queem..... time i•••t.p­
piog out of th. lin.arity of >I ...ight time. Straight time iJla ",lf-natu...Ii,­
iog t.mporility. St'aight tim.'. ·p'...nto.... n.ed. to l.. ph.nom.no­
logicilly qu.srion.d, md thi. i. th. fuod.meohl valu. of. qu.er utopi.>n
h.rm.n.uties. Qu••m ••" «.latir .nd hurizo""l t.mporility i•• p.th
md a movem.nt to • groal., op.no... to tb< world.

Jt ""u1d l.. diffirull to mi.lak. Schuyl.,. po<m fo, ooe uf F...nk
O'H",,'" upl..at re,..ri••. OH..... optimi,m i•• eont.gioWl happioe..
withio th. quolidi.>n tlut [""u1d il", d.scribe •• n.viog. utori"" quil­
ity. Srhuyl.,. po<try iJI oot '" murh .buut oplimi.m but inst.ad .boul.
hope tn.t i. di,tiortiy utopi.n .od di,tinetly qu••,. lh. po<m imagio••
moth., rollective belooging, ;m eorl>V. in the futuro ",h.re r..d." will
not b. be",t with feelings of oervou.n... and fe.,. lh... f..lings .re th.
alferlive re.ult. of l..ing oubid. uf .t"ight tim•. H. wrile. f,om a d.pre.­
.i,.. f'O'ition, "{r,.., knowo uo-I n.ppio....nough}; bul re"h•• beyond
th••lf.ctiv. forre-fi.ld uf!he pre..ol.

Hop< fo, Blorh i. m ....otial en...ct.ri.lir uf oot ooly lh. ulopim but
al.o th. hunuo rondition. lhu., Ililk .buul th. hunun .. a rel.lti,..ly >1.­

bl. calegory. But qu••mes;¡ in ils ulopim ronnolation. p,omi"'•• hunun
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th.1 i. nol )"t he"" thu. di.rupling ;my o..ified und.nt.nding of!he hu­
nun. The point ;, to .1... off. 8"y and I..bian antiutopiani.m th.>.1 i. ''''Y
much taint.d ",¡Ih. pol.mic. of tl>o pr>gnutic righu di>eoune th;¡t in .nd
ofiu.lfh;¡rmtrinS' not on!y politic. but il", d""",. Qu..rne.. >JI utop;,n
fomution i•• funn;¡tion b.",d on .n oconomy of d••i...nd d••iring, Thi.
d••i,e i. ilw>J" direct.d.t th>t Ihing th>t i. not yrt h."" ob¡.a••nd mo­
menu th;¡t hum ",¡Ih .nticil"'tion IDd promi••, The d••i.. th>t prop<1s
Sebuylor'. "A photogr>ph' i. born ofth. no-longer-con>eioWl, tb. ,ich "'.­
onanco of ",m.mbnmco, di.tinct pl...u",. f.1t in !he 1'..1. And tbu. past
pl...ur<s .I.v< off th. >lfoctiv< p<,il, of th. p..«nt ..hil. tb.)· e."bl••
d..,i,e Ih.>.t i. quoer futurity'. cor•.

Qu..rn... i. ulopi.n, .nd th.", i••omrthing qu....oout th. utop;'n.
F,edric J.m<>on d.>crib<d the ut<>pian >JI the oddball or !he mIDi.c." In-
doed, lo live inride .lraight timo and >JIk fo" d",i , .nd im.gin. ;molhe,
timo .nd 1'1>« i. lo "'p",,,,nt >nd p<rtorm • deri Ih.>.t i. ooth utop;,n
and qu«r. To p>rticip.le in .ucb .n .nd<>vo, i. nol to inugine.n i",lat.d
futu.. for the individu.1 but in,le>d to p>rticip.le in • h.rm.n.utic th;¡t
",¡oh.. to d..crib< • collective futurU)', • notion of futurity th.1 funaion•
... hi.torieil nut..i.list critiqu., In tb. t"'" le>tu;¡1 .nmpl•• [h.>.ve em­
plo)-.d "''' ....n overt ulop;,ni>m th.t i. nplicit in the lhinl World G>y
Rovo1ution manif",lo, .nd wh.t I .m identifying ... ""'P;U" ;mpul« i.
p<rcrivahle in Sehu)1ei. po<try. On. ""Iui.... ulop;,n h.rmen.ulic to
... ;m aI,eady op<...li.. p'incipl. ofhop. th>t hum. in th. po<t'. ",o,k.
Th. otn., t.n,lh. manif..to, d".••nothor typ. of p<rfornutive "",rl<; it
do<> ulopi.,

To "...d" !he p<rto,m;¡ti''', .Iong lhe lin.., of toought first in.ugurat.d
by J. L. Au,tin, i. implicitly lo criliqu. th••pi...mologicil," Períorm.ti,·­
ity .nd ulopi> ooth c.1l inlo qu"'tion wh.>.t i. opi..emologkilly !he", .nd
.ign;ol • highly .ph.moril onlo1ogical fidd th.>.1 c>n b< ch....clerized >JI •
doi"K In f"lurity. ThWl,. manif",lo i•• c.1l to. doing in .nd fu, th. fu­
tu",. Th. utopian impul.. to be g1..n.d from th. po<m i•• c.1l for "do­
inS" th.>.1 i> • becoming: !he becoming of >nd for "futu,e gene ...tion.,"
Thi....¡.aion of tl>o h.", .nd no"" th. ontologkilly ...Iic, i. ind«d, by
th. me ", of homonornutive code~ • mani.c.1 .nd oddb.U en<!o.vor.
Th. qu utopi;m proj<a >dd",.S<d 1>0", turno lo the fringe of politicil
and cultural production to off... the tyr>nn)' of th. homonornuth". lt i.
d'>VIn to t..le>, id.ologi••, .nd .",lhetic:> th;¡t c;m only ...m odd, >tranS"
o, ind..d qu... n.xt to th. muled .lrivinS ofth. p ...ctic.l;md norm.ky­
d.'i'ing homo""uil.
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lbe '010 '0 the call of 'he no-longeJ'-CoMCioWl i. nol • lUlO 'o norm;¡­
ti", hi.'oneal :m>1)"i., lndee<! il ;, impornnt 'o complie.te qo"", hi.­
tory .nd unde"lmd it >JI doing more th.m the fl>we<! proc... of merely
evidencing. hidencing prolocol. often bil 'o en.ct re.1 henneneotic.1
ioqoiry md in.t..d opt lo reinot.te ,h.t which ¡, lnown io ..J'-IDe<. lbuo,
pr>ctic.. of lno"iedg< production th.l.re conten' merely 'o 001 ",le<­
ti",ly from the p..I, ",hile .tfiking • re"" of po>i'i'-¡" undernking o, em­
pifie.1 lnowledge felriev.l, often nullify ,he poli'ie.1 im.lgin>tion, J;une­
oon'. M<nim dicute '.lw>ys hi.to,ici",,'" ¡, nol. methodologk.l coll fo,
empine>! d... collo<:tion. ln.le><!, i' ¡, • di.lo<:tical iniunction, .ugg..tin¡;
" .. mim.l'o OUf criticol f.colti.. by bringing the p..t to;">e on the pre.­
ont IDd the future, Utopi.;¡n hermeneutie. o!fer o•• ,ennod leno lo vie",
qoeemo.., in",f>e •• qu«rne.., if il i. indee<! nol quile here, ¡, nonothe­
le.. inte"",ly rebtional wilh ,he p..t.

lbe pre..n' i. not onough. lt i, impo""iohod .nd ,oxk fo, qu""n .nd
otho, people who do not f.ol the privilego of m.¡Oriurim belonging, no,­
m.ltive I..to., and "..tional' oxpeel.;¡'ions. (I.dd,e.. the que.tion of ..tio­
n.liun ohortly). Lot 100;" el..r th.1 ,he ide. i. not simply lo lum """y
from tho p,...nt. One ",nnot .!fofd .uch • mmeu"", and if ono thin"
ono can, one ¡". resi.le<! lhe pre..nl in f>VOf offolly. lbe pre.onl muot h<
known in rel.tion to the a1'ern;¡'i,.. tompo..1.nd .p.li.1 10.1" provided
by. p<r<option of p..t md futuro .tfective worlds.

U'oPW> thinking g<to m.lligne<! fef bein¡; n>il'e1y rom.lntie. üf cour..,
much of il h.. be.n n.li,... \\'0 lnow ,h.t .n)- hiotory of .ctoalizecl ulopi.n
communiti.. ",ould h< replele with f>ilure., No one, otho, ,hm perh.P'
M= him..lf, hu been more cogniunt .heut thi, f.ct th.n Bloch. Bo' it
i, through thi, I\l>..ion tf..Ji'ion, not ;,..ide o, 'g>imt ~,th.1 ,ho prob­
lelO of ,ho pre..nt i, .ddre...d. In Ihe following quol.;¡'ion " .. h<gin to
glimp.. the impo,tanee of the I\l>..i.;¡n tf..J~ion fo, ,ho hore .nd no",.

M,o.-.;vn,.bov< ..~ w., ft"t to b<"'~. mor"", oHnowlodso "'to th.

world ,t.., ...."t;,,)ly ",fo" 'o !locom.""... bot 'o th. tondoney <>f

wt.., ., com'"~"p; ,hu, fOl th. 6,.. ,Un. "brin!!, fu,u", "'to o." con_

cop'u" .,d tMoro"C" gr"p. s"ch ""'~Otionof "'o<lon,y " ooc.._
",., lo ",mombo" .nJ 'o opo" up ,"" No_lonso'_Cno"',ou~~

lbu. we ... Bloch', model fo, .ppro.ching the p"", lbe ide. ¡, no' to .t­
tompt merely 'o repre..nl i' with .impli.tic ..rous. More ne"¡y, il i. im­
ponml 'o ",11 on the p••I, to aninuto it, under..mdin¡; th., tho p..1 h...
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perfonn>ti'" n.lu"" which i. to ..y llut atl>.r tlun being n.lic ;ond liud,
th. ¡=t doo. thin!\,- It i. in tlU. very w»' llut th. prn i. perfornutive. FoI­
lo"'ing • Blochi;on thre>d, it .eemJI impo'hnllo put th. p..l into pl.y"'ith
th. pr.,.nt, c.JUnS into vi.", the ..utologic.J natu,. of th. p",,,,nl. lh.
p",••nt, which i••lmO'lt ..duoively con«ived lhrough th. p=mete", uf
n,.Jghl tim., i....If-n.luulizins ende>vor. OpeninS up' quee, ¡=t i •
• n.bled by "bni.n ideologie.J bctia. B10ch ..pl>inJI tlut

Mo,.""m th", ,....,..¡ ,he , ......... co.. of"top" .,d mM.;t con,,,,,"
., "",11., th. ,c'" <>f ,h...m ;.iNI;,,", ,"ndeney <>f di.......~ Ro.....n_

tk;"" <loo, no< "nJ.""OO "'OP;., .- ...n ;" own, bn' ntop.. ,h.,
b.. boccm. 'cne nnJ.,,"nJ, Ro"",,''';,m .nJ m.ok.. m",..lo
into ;t, m '" fu rrh.;", "'"'t.n.o! in ;t> .rrbotl'J"" onJ """x. con";n
• .- yo! voKoJ. unJ",h.'l!oJ .tem.n'"

Bloch invit•• u. to loc>k to thi. no-longer-con«:io.... p..l t1ut i••kin to
",lul De,rid. d.mibed .. the tr>«, lh••• eph.mer>ll=... flkkering i1­
lumin.lion. from uth.. tim•• md pl>c"" .,e Oteo tlul nuy ind..d 'PP''''
me",1y rom;onlk, ....n to th'mJI.I,.... Nonethele.. th.y ,.,;.t thu", of WI

",hu wiro to fullow qoeern••'" promi.., it••till unr..liud pot.nti>!, to
... oom.thing .1..,. compon.nt t1ut lhe G.rm;on .eoth.tid;1O wou1d eall
cultura! S"'Pi"" I build on thÍJI id•• to .u¡;¡;eol tlut th. "''Plu. i. huth rul-
tu,>! md affnlil'<. Mo", dinioetiy, 1 poinllo • qu feelíns of hope in
th. f... of hopel... h.t..onornuti,.. m.!" of th. p, nt whe", futurit)'
ÍJI iodeed the provin« of oorm.tiv. rep",duction, lhi. hope tili. on tI>.
phil""'phic.1 contou" of id••U.m.

A qu... ulopim h..m.o.utic ..-uuld thu. be qu... io it> >1m to Iook fo,
queerrel>tion>l furm>tionJI ",ithio lhe >oc;,!. tI ÍJI.loo .huul thÍJI t.mpo,:d
project th.. I .lign wilh qu..rn..... wotl< ro.ped by it. id••IÍJlt t ....¡.etory,
iod..d it i. lhe ",otl< of out ",mioS fo, lhe p",,,,nt, uf ..kioS ;ond Ioc>king
l>eyond lhe he,. .od 00"'. Sueh • h.rm.neulic wou1d lhen b< 'r~l""oLJxi­

",lIy anJ ontolop'aliy "u",b/, in th.t il would not d';m th••pi.t.mologi­
cal eonitud. of. queern... th.t "'...imply "1m"",," bul, inn..d, .l....io to
..tiv.t. th. no-loos..-conociou. ;ond lo ..t.nd • gime< 1o",:mJ th.. ",hich
ÍJI fo,w:mJ-d.wning, .otidl"'tory ilIumin.lion. of lhe nol-yet-con.do",.
lh. purpo'" of .ueh lempo....1 mmeo",,,, ÍJI to ",yeot 00""1,,,. from th.
p",••nt '••lultifyioS hold, to Imm< om qu..me..... belonginS in pu­
ticul>'ity t1ut i. nol dkt.t.d o, o,smized .rouod th••piril of politie.J im­
p.... th.. elur..t.ril<' th. p,...nt.
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J.m.""n h>. ruw..ed lh.1 for Bloch lh. pre>ent is provind.!," lbi•
•p.tWi"'tioo of time m..... ..,n.., in "btion 'o lh. history of utopi>n
lhou¡;hl, mo" bmoudy deocribed •• :rn iiliod by lbonuJI More. To nurl<
lbe p",..ol .. proviod.l is nol 'o ridieul. or d.me.n Ih. 'pol. 00 qu••r­
n..... m.p th>, do no' .ignify •• m.lropoli':rn, lbe here .od 00"'" h.. .n
opporit. nnrnber, :rnd th>l ","ould be Ih.lh.o .od lhere. 1h>ve .rgoed th>l
lh. l/un ,h.t dimlpl. lh. lynmny of lh. ""'" i. ho,h p»l md futu"" A10ng
lhos.lin••, ,he h... ,h.t i. uon;¡med yel.I",..Y' implidt in lbe metropoli­
l.n hub require. the eh.ll.ng. of. there th>, e.o be r<gion;¡l oc glob..L lb.
lrrnsregion.l or lh. gloo.1 .. mod•• of 'l"'1i>1 org.ruwioo pol.n'i>11y di.­
pl>ce lh. hegemony of m unrwned h.", Ih>l is .Jw'Y' domin;¡l.d by th•
•h.do"," of lh. n;¡lion-.l.'e md it. mubbl••nd mul'ip!e coepo...le in'.r­
..... \Vhile gJob"~·Ultio" i•• l.rm th>l mo.tly d.fines. ","ocluwide ')"'em
of m:rnuf>etureu .')mmetry .nd ...",oou...p1oi..tion, i' .1", .i8""l, lh•
• ne.....ehiog of lbe Ihe", on th. here in w"J" ,h.t .re worth conJIideriog,

lb. lbird Worlu G"J' Revolutioo group "'....n org:mi"'tioo th., g"''''"
ou' of ,h. I...ger G"J' Ube...lioo Fron,.t rou¡;hly th...m. time th>l lh.
R>dic.lesbi"", .1.0 'poo off from the I.lrger group in lh••pring/.nrnmer
of 1970, A1tbough lbey loo!< ,he n;un. lbird World G.y R.volutioo, th.
group', m.mbe" h>", been deocribed b)·. rec.nl hi..orim .. propl. of
color." lb.ir own uuge of lhe t.rm "Third Worlu" e!e>rlr eonno'•• their
deep ideolili«tioo with lhe glob;d pheoom.non Ih>l w.. dec010niwion.
lt i. lh.",fo", impe...li'''' to r.m.mber lhis momeol from ,he no-Ionger­
eooocioWl th>l lranoc.nded • g:oy :rnd I••bim .ctivi,t n.tioo>li.. im.gi­
n.ry. For Heidegger "lime md 'p.c••re nol co-ordin.le. lime i. prior to
.p.c.,"" If 'im. i. prior 'o ,¡»ce, lhen "'.., cm vi."," ho,h lh. foree of lh.
no-looger-conocioo. md th. no!-yet-here .. po'eoli.Uy be.riog on th.
h"" of n.lu llzed 'p.c. :rnd time. lbu.,.t th. ceoler of eollur.! t..l••ueh
•• th. ln.lI\if o "A11 Togother Now (A Bloepriol for lh. Movem.ot)" "'..,
find:rn ideologie.l documen',:rnd it5 e),im lo ,he p...gm.l'ie i. lh. pro<!­
oel of. ohort-<igh'ed h.", ,h.t b.ilJl 'o iodud. :rnything bul ID eotitl.d
md privileged worlu. lb. ,he", of qu••r utopi> «ooot .imply be lh.1 of
lh. f.ltering yet .liU influeoti.l n.lion-,"Ie.

lbi. i. lh.n lo ..y th>, lh. di<tinelion. be'","eeo here :rnd lbere, IDd lh.
worlu ,h.t lbe her. :rnd o"",' or¡;;mile', .r. no! fized_they >re .Ir..d)'be­
eomiog uodoo. io ",1.lion lo • fo""..rd-d.wning fo'ority. lt i. imporbnl
lo ond.rn..nd th>, • eritiqu. of our homo...u.1 preo.nt i. nol .n ....ek
on wh>, mm)' per>pl. routin.I)' rwne .. le.bi>o or !\'J" bul, inJIl.>d, .0 .p­
P'';,,) ofho"," qoeern... is .till forming, or in mmy cruel.1 w"J" forml....
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Que.mes," form is olopim. Ul'im.tely, w< mo.l insis! on • qo... , fo'ority
bee.o.. ,h. p,esenl i. so poironoo. ""d i"",l",nL A re><>orc. llul c>nno<
be diocoont.d 'o 1m""" lhe folore i. indee<! the no-longer-conscioo., tlu,
lhing oc pL.ce th., m.y be ntingoiu.ed bol not )-er disclurged in il> 010­
pun po'.nli>!ity.

Bloch .xpl>in. ,h. K.nlun ",,'ore ofhis projeel .. lhe "..ving" of. "<>­
lio""H.l core: lt is ....onh rem.uling llul K."ú r>tio""li.m is nol merel)'
h.ld op in ,hi. insr."ce; ind...d rah""o/",. it"lf" rrju"<lio"<d. No longe'
i. nlliorWi.m lh. rulee o>ecl by oni........li.m to m...ore lime ."d '1"'«'
Jn Bloch'.....ock nllion.li"" i. lranoformed vi> • poHlicil orgency. R;o­

lio""H"" i. no' di.mi...d bo' i. insr..d onyoted from. poIilic. of lbe
pnlgm>lic. H.rberl "tuco", di.ruued ,h. "irr.tion.J .lem.nl in ",'ioILlI­
ity' >JI ID impoclm' compon.nl of indu,tri>! >ociety'. ILl'ore. Jrr>'ioILlI­
itr rloori.hn in "<st.bli.hed insritotioos"_mOllTi.ge is perh.>.ps one of lh.
very b..l 'Llmpl•• of.n instilolion llul Iwnpen ",lioILlI >d,'.ncem.nl
md the nO'-yel-im;¡gined versions of freedom ,h.t he'eronorm.ti....nd
homonocm;¡ti", cuI'ore proscribe." In ¡,.tucu",'. m.Jysi. lhe >dv."ce­
menl> in <>tion>li'y m>de by technologic>! innov>'ions ....ere coon'enlcted
by g>y pr>gnutie poIitic>! sr<>legie. llul 'e1l os no' to dre;un of olhe,
"",ti.l/l.mpor.l COOrdiILl''''' bo' insr..d 'o d",,,1l in. broten-do",,, pre.­
.n!. Thi. homo"'nloll pnlgm;¡'ism t.... on lb< pnlctic.1 eontoon of lhe
homonorm;¡livily so powerfolly described by Lis> D0W" in he, l,«'i.e
on neolibe,>!isrn, JIu: T~'¡light oj E<¡uality1" Wilhin the h.,meneolic.1
ocope of. qo"", o'opi'" inqoiry nltion.Ji.m i. ,eignit.d with m .ffecti,,,
"",Ji< ofid«list 'hough'.

Abstnlct o'ori...re indee<! de.d .nd., loo o~en vecloring inlo lhe ••­
c.pi.l di..vow.l of 00' corr.n' momenl. Bo' • 'om lo wlul Bloch call.
lh. no-longeNonocioo. i••n ....nli>! roole fo, ,h. pO'J'O'" of UTiving
.1 the nol-yet-here. Thi. mmeu",r, • 'om lo tbe I""t foc lhe p0'P"'"
of crili<¡oing lh. pre..nl, i. propelled by. de,;re foc futority. Queer fo­
lo,ily doe. nol onderpl.y de.ire. In f.¡et il is .U .OOot de.ire, derire fo,
OO,h L.rge, serni.b.lnletion••oeh ... better world o, freedom bol .1.0,
more immedi.tely, hen., rel.ltion. wilhin lhe >ocia! lh.l indod. bene,
.ex md more pl......'e. Sorne lheorim of posrmodernity, ...ch •• D...id
H..-vey, h... nUT.t.d ..x nldie.li.m >JI • lorning .W»' from • polilic. of
lh. co1lectivi')' l"",ud lh. indi,idoali.lic md lh. peny." Jn hi. A Bn4
Hi,t0'Y oj N,ol¡btr"I~", H..-vey plots ....h.l he vie_ •• lhe condition of
neolib.r'¡¡.m. Jn his .ccoon', "lh. nud.,;.lic ,xplonltion of ",If, ><%o>!­
itr."d id.nlity bec.me lhe I.itrno<if of OOorgeoi. o,lun cuI'ore: In ,hi.
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accouol, the h.ro-fought ..rug¡;l•• for oe=lliberation.re redoced to.
"d.nund for Iifestyl. di....ifi..lion." HM,..,y'. criti<¡u. pito th. "",orlúng­
da.. and .thnk immigr.mt N.", York" .¡;>.in" .Htes ",ho pu"u. "Hfeuyl.
diwr';fic.tion,"" Th. uperi.nc.. of ",orking-d... or ethnic-raci.ll qu""..
are l>ryond hi. notk. or intere.!, H..-wy·. f>iling i<. too-common mor
for >om., but nol .11, memb... of a re..kitranl, unrecon.lructN! North
Am..km I.ti. Th. rej.ction of qu... ""d femini.. politin repre><nt.d
b)' H.....oy md oth<r re<!uctive l.~ thinke.. i. a devi.tion ""'a)' from th.
Fr>nkfurt 5<hool·. int....t in th. tran.ronn;¡ti,.., fore. of <re< .nd ~. im­
plidt relatiomhip to political d.,;.... Th. failing. and limito of comm.nt.­
to...uch .. H..-V<J' h",,, c<rt>inly mad. que<r ""d ulopian thinh...Hke
",ary ofl<ft lhooghl. Thu., I "'W" • lum lo previoo. mod•• of M..-.i""
philc=ph)', .uch a. lhe wor1< of M..-cuoe or Bloch. Th. point i< not to
.uccomh to lhe phobic p.nk that muddl•• left thinlcing or to unim;¡sin>­
tive invoc.tiom of th. ralionalhm dled by neoliberal &')~ ""d I••hi-=
Th. point i. 00« a&,io lo pull !rom the p..l, lhe oo-lor.ser-comeioLl5,
d.",ribed and repreoenled by Bloch today, to pum boyond lhe imp....
of th. preoent.

I """n.., aw>y ttom my critiqu. of lhe f>ilure. of imaginalion in th.
LGBT .eti,;.t .nterpri"'. to H.rvey for. very .peeilic pU'J'O"'. H>"..,y
repre",nt.d a f.irly more up"";,-e ""d nuanced critiqu. in hi. previoWl
work 00 po.tmodernity, ",riting th>t "'... thoughtfully critique<! by qoeer
th..,ri....uch >JI Judilh Halb<nt.m." But Harvey'. worl< h.. become,Hke
th>l of m>ny Marxi.t achol>n, .11 too rud)' to di.mi.. or ..crince qu••­
tion, of ...uality .nd g.nder. Furthermore, lh..e mo.tly ",hit. writ...
h..", .. in lhe .nmpl. I dted in lhe prec.ding parasr>ph, beeo qukk to
p"'it race ""d cl..••• re>l .nt>soni.m. ",ilhin • luS" wcio<conomic
.tru¡;¡;l. ""d ",=lil)' .nd g<nder .. me ...1y "lif«tyl. divminc.tion." In
nun)' W»~ they .... p.rformins. function th>l i. th. direet oppo.it. of
while neolib<r>l que<" who ,ludioo'¡y ayoid th. qu...ion of elhnic, ra­
d>l, el.... abilit)" or gend.. ditference. Thi. co"".ponden« i. repreo.n­
t.ti,.., of a 1>'8er politic.1 iml""'" llut I unde..t>nd .. being the tol1 of
pr>gnutic politk. ""d mtiutopi.n thought.

Concreto utopi.. remake rationaliurl, unlinlcing ~ from tb< pr",;ndal
and pragnutic politk. of th. preo.nt. Taking!»ek a r>tion>li.l core, in th.
way in which Bloch .uU"'u "'.., do in re1>tion to rommtic;,m, i. to in.i.t
on "" ordering of lile tlul i. not dietat.d by th. 'l'ali>l/lemporal coordi­
nal« ohtraight time, a time and 'paco matril: in which, unfortun>tely, fu
too nuny &'Y" leohiaM, .nd oth.. purportN!ly "qu..' people re.id•.
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" Qworno>..._-

To oe< qu••m..... ho,iron i. lo pere.i"" it ... moo,]ity of K.t.tic
time in which th. lempo...1 .1...ngI.hold llut I d.""ib< .. ",.igbl time
¡, int.rrupted o, .t.pped out of. Eautic lime i••ign>l.d al the mom.nt
on. feel. K'U')', mnounced p<,lup. in • oc,..m or grunt of pl...",e,
md more impon."tIy du'ing momento of cont.mplatiou ....h.n orI' loob
b..k al. ",.n. from on", I"'t, pre••nt, o, fuI""" Opening on",.lf up to
.ueh a pere.ption of qu«rn..... m;mif....lion in md of eat.tic time
off." qu..,,, mueh more th." the m..S', offetings of p"'¡;m>tic gay.nd
I••bim poIitic•. S..ing queern..... ho,izon reocu•••nd embold.n. con­
cepto .ueh .. fl'Ndom that Iu,.., be.n ,.ilbered b)' th. toueh of n.olib<...1
tliouglit ."d gay ...imir..tioni.. poIitiu. Pragrnalie gay politic. pre••nt
tli.m..l",... ratlon,] md ultimately more doabl•. Sucli polilic. md th.ir
propon.nt. ofien an.mpt to d.""ib< lli.m",I... a. not b<ing id.oIogie>1,
)'" tb<)·.re .,trem.ly ideologic'] ."d, mo,e precioely,...., rep,,,,.nt.ti''''
of. dec>yed id.ologic>1 in,litutlon kno....n a. mmiage. Ralion,]i.m n••d
not be given ove, to &Ir neolib....¡" ,.ho .n.mpt to ",11. <Ii..p.ned md
degr>ded ve"ion of freedom. lh. freedom th.t i. offeced by m LGBT
pontion tlut do<. not bend lo >!raigbt tim'" g""italional puU i. wn to
on. of Heidegg.r. d=riptioM of freedom .. unboundneu. And more
ol1.n tlun not the "rh.toric,]" d"l'loymenl of the pragrnali< I.aeh to , "01_

do¡~ ID .ntip<,fomutivity, Doing, p.rforming, .ngaging lbe p<rronn;¡­
ti", a. forc. of .nd fo, fulunlr i. queem...•• bent md id.']I)· th. ,.ay to
queern...,'"
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2

Ghosts of Public Sex

Uropian Longings, Queer Memories

Witnessing QU<.'ef Sex Utopia

In 1989 I ..... DougU' Crimp gi.. " ",miog md moving blk titl.d
"Mouming .ud MilitOUlCY· allhe .emnd n>tion.1 Leroim md G>y Stud­
i.. conferenco, held .t y,]. Univenity.' Crimp ezpbined lh. worldug. of
mouming in que<, cultu... a. h. c>ulogod. v..t, 10.1 g>y =1. lifeworld
thlt "'... ><emingly dev..utN! b)' the HIVfAlOS pmdemic. 1w>ol to call
anention h... to" .pedJic momen' in Crimp', t.lk in which ." ide. of
Freud', i. pul in con,.., ..tion w~h que., 'P'C<' .ud pr>clice, from" hi.­
torically '¡>Kilic S,Y m.l. Iif"",..,rld:

F,...,d ..11. u. th.. moumins;, <h. _';0" .- only ro <h. d th of •

1o...J po""". bu'''''' -," .h. loo. of ..........."""ho" whoch lu. km
lh. pUco of <>no, .u<h ... f"h.rl.nJ. ¡¡""rty, .nd ,,,"' _, ,. Con ,.. ...

• Uow.d to incluJo, ;n ,10;, ·<;.;1"0.1" lO>!, lb. ""al of po".... ,,"u..J

pl....m. i".lh.<h., t,,",n ono ...mm'os frorn'" ",blim"",o' AlooS'

..<1< oh. diom.ol roll of Jo".., wlu.t ....oy of m lu."" lo" '0 • mltu.. of

HnUI f'O',;b'b'y, b.Kk roomo, tN room" mo hou>o" onJ ""h.;
tb. 'ru,k~ ,h. p oh. ""oblo, ,h. duno. S '" .,..,)'Wb.,. fo<

U" ",.1 ""'y'hiog w,o'oJ ro ",o'u,.. GolJ.o ,¡,"""'...nJ """e<
'pom, ,ock""k"'-S '0.1 nmm"'-g. fuduog ,nJ"" fock;og. ~ow 00'

unu"",J impul.., ....;th.. pro><nboJ once og"" o, ,h..IJo.! from
u, by 1..... E...o Cm,,,, oh. lubo,.. ....1 boc,u.. i! w.. oJ'blo, '0

now f<rl>.JJ.o boc,u.. it b.Nb clown rubbo,. S.. roy. , .. no 1n0S"

..w.d .olu.o<."",n..; tboy'" ..f .. ,ob,,;,ot...'

Jt luJ¡ !>o.n ><ven Y"'" ,;nce lhe ",nith of AJDS cultural niticiun ",'h.n
c.imp wrol. lhe......oro.. On. lhing th.t h.. l><com. de...l lhi. mo'
meol in th••pid.mic ¡, th.t th. id••I.p.... ,nd pr..lk... llul c.imp d.,
.crihed Oel"" mmpl.loIy CO..N lo l><. During lbe.ge of AlDS gay m.n
h.." nuruged lo m";n",;,, ou, qo""r "Z, our 'l"'co" ."d, to somo l....,

"
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dog"'., th. incrodibl•••n•• of po..¡bility ,h.t Crimp evoke.. Al thi. junc­
tu",. commorcW ... 'p.c<. (b>choorm, mmi. lhe.'m. b>,hhotlleS) o'"
",..,.th.ring • new round of .,ucx. from both lhe "'p",..i'''' It.t. power
opp.utu••nd re>clionary, ...-negati", .I.menl> of ,h. ga)' communi'y.
D<.p~' th....ruplion. of m,;"•• md homophobic rolian&" mm)' &'Y
men !»V. m;lI..g.d to mainuin th. prKtic.. ,hat Crimp li.1s, o. 'hey ha,..,
be.n tro",l.t.d in ,h'.g< of..rer •••. Negoti.t.d ri.b."d othor IKticol
doci.ion.!»ve IOm.""h., modiliod th......u.:! impul......i'houl.nti",I)'
IIripping them .....y. Althoush th. moment ,h.t Crimp describe. i•• mo­
menl ,hat i. b.hind u>, i.. memory. il> gho.¡', .nd lh. ritu.:!ized perfor­
11Wlc<. of '",n.mittiog i.. vi'¡on of utopio OC""" geoerallolUl di"id....ill
fu';. md prop<1s our politk;d .nd erotic Ii.... : il ..ill nouri.h•• ,h. po'­
.ibility of our curren'. octu;¡11y ..;"ting gay ¡if,,"orid,

Crimp'. wriliog .Und> ... ''''timony lo o quoer lifoworid io which th.
t..nsfomutiv. pot.nti':! of qu""r ....nd public mmif..u'ions of .uch
",=>Ii'y were both o re'Pile from ,h••b;.clioo of OOmo""u;dity .od
o refon""tting of ,h.t "''Y .b;.ctioo. lbe 'PK" IDd .ct. h. li.1> "'P"'­
..n' '¡go>, or ide>1s, thol!»ve be.o dog..dod."d ronde",d .bject ""ilhio
h..eronormolivily. Crimp'.....y ",doim. the.. 'erm., ide>., .od "'mem­
b",oc<. IDd pu.h", lhem ooto o li.llhat indud.. ",ch limel.....;du••
o. f>,herUnd .od Iiberty. Crimp'. """J' ,hu. be... witn... to • qu••r "',
u'opio.

Jn ••ladly di.'¡mil" mIDner, Loo Be....ni'. own importm' '''''l' io
AIDS rultu",1 critici.m. "1> lh. Rectum. Gro,..,?" d.bunb ide>liud 00­
tion. of b>thhou..... ulepie qu""r 'PK'.' Jl<....ni rightly brin¡;. lo light
th. f.el th>t too.. pre-AIDS d>r> of glory were .1", eliti.l, m,lu.iolU'Y.
md "".g<I)' hi.",rchized Iibidi",,1 ocooomi.., Be oi'. work do.. out
olio... ~..lf to .otmain utepim hope• ."d po.. ibili'i Hi. book of ga)'
"",le cultur>! lheory, Horn",. further ...end:l lhe lio.. of thought of"1< th.
Rectum. Gro,..,?" io dilf.",nt direction..' Horn", i n mo'" coocom.d
wilh di.mmtliog .od problem.ti';n¡; ""Y .implillic ntimen'.:! under-
IImdiog of lh. gay community or gay polilie>, lbroush m "'p<ciolly pow­
.rfuI r..ding ofJe>o G.nel, Be"ani formu;'t... ,h",,'Y of mti",;,'io""l­
ity. lb. mOlt in,."'''ing contribution of thh ,hoo'Y i. th. w"'f in ""hich ~

pu.. P"'''u", on p"'viou. qu••r ,h""ri...nd "PO'" ,h. "'0Y' in ""hich
th.y ,h""riro gay id.otity in lemu thal >re 01...0Y' re;,tion;¡I, .uch .. g<o­
d.r .u¡"'..,";ou, Bul thi. 1..lOu ultimolely le>d. to. critique of coolilion
polilic<. Jl<r..ni coo.id." co.olition:l b.tw«o gay m.o md people of color
or women .. "bod f>ith" on th. I""t of &'Y'" lb. ",ce, g<nder, .nd ..=>lily
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troubl.. in ...ch a th.ory_.:I1 propl. of color .re .m.ight, .:11 g>y men "'"
""hite_..e ilio ..ideot in hi. f>moWl ....y. The limito ofhi. projed are
m",t ol",.iou. ""h.n on. t,i•• to imagine .ctU>! poJitic.1 intervenoon. into
th. >oc;,,] re.lm, ••ped..11y interveotion.tlut ch.:ll.nge the t.di"". ""hit.
no,m;oti.it)· tlut cluucterire> mo.t of North American 8')' m.:l. culture,

Il<runi'. proj<ct do<. oot n.ed lo "'" and b<lieY< in ut<>pi"'i>m. y.t
qoee, politie>, in my uo<lerstanding, o<eJ•• , ..1d",. of otopiani.m, Uto­
pio I.t. os' imagine a 'pace oullid. of het.ronormat"ity. lt pe'mit. os to
cooceptuali.. n."" """,ld••nd realit'" th.t.re not irremcably con"..in.d
by tI>< HJV/ AlDS I""'d.mic and in"ituhonilized "ate homophobi..
More important, ut<>pio offe" u. a critique of th. p,eo.nt, of ""h.t i., b)'
c..tiog a pictur. of ""lut ca" "mi p<rl1aps ~'i11 be. In thi. cluple, ¡loo••t
mom.n!> in a f."" ga)' nuI. rulto..1worh t1ut imagioe utopi. through

""h.t I ",ll ~um"utopi"n """"''Y'
Memory ¡, mo" eert.>inly con.trueted md, more impo,tant. always po­

Iiti",], The c... [m;oke io lhi. chapler po.i!:> ou, rememb,mc.. and thei,
,ituali:red telliog._through film. ,idro, ('<rfonom«, wciling, and viuJal
rulture_•• hoving """rld-m;oking pot.ntiolitiu. Furthermore, I ...gg••t
tlut th• .., que<, memo,i•• of utopio .nd the longing t1ut .tructure. th.m,
'>p«;,,]ly .. lbey .ce .mbodied io wo,. tlut I ideotify .. puhlic-...­
mlmetic cultu,>! production, help u. «<Ve out a 'pac. fo, actu;¡I, li';ng
"nI.l dtizeo.rup.· I .ingle out mom.nt., ...ch .. th. p....S' from Crimp
quoted ...Jier, tlut t.ll, remember, and rerlect on public ..,•. I do not , ..d
the.., t.n. u no.talgic discou,.., but in.te><! p,eoent them .. momeo!:> in
""hich queer ulopi.n rem.mb..nce ,ee""ct. wlut Crlmp hu called a cul­
tuce of ..,nlal pos.ibility, Joho Giomo'••hon .utohio¡;r>phic.:l fiction md
th. vi....:I wo,\; of conceplu;¡1 ..ti" Tooy Ju" ..".., •• the tutu>! .itu fo,
th¡, disru.>ioo of the worlúngs of quee, utopion memo')' .nd the "'oc­
tuce of f«ling tlut i••dj«.ot to .ueh a reeonstrueted notion of utopio
and m.mory. a forc. fidd of .ffect and political de.ire th.t I call "topion
longio¡;.

FuclJng Keith, Rememb<"ing Utopio

John Giomo'. You Got lo Bu," lo S¡',", j;¡. rich mo..k of poetry. ('<,­
formance text, >eth';'t mi..ion "atem.nt., .nd .utobiog..phical pro..,.
Th. boo\; reflect> on Giorno'. lite .. a qu.er "7iter md ('<rformer o....,
th.!"" fou, dec.d•• in Manlunan'. Lowe, Eut Side. Giorno·. ten i. th.
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onc>nn)' te,timo"}' of • m;1n wl.o n.. mrviyed y..ioo, ,isky lifesl)1... II i.
"odJed wilh f.¡boloo, " ..-focking ,Iori.. th.t 'l'.rlUe Iike l.;¡wdry g<1IIJI.
lbe aJer;', for e..mple, tr..ted lo. te1l-.11 «counl of the .otoo,', h..,-

ing with Andy W.mol, • Ialellut ...Ii.f«torily deboni<o popola, mytho
th.1 h..e ci,co);¡ted around Warl.oI 'o deg.)' hi, ...o.:lity.'

A .ection c>l1ed ·G....I Ano"}'moU5 s.... ,«oont, one of Giomo·. en­
coonte" wi,h .no,her Pop An .op<"'ar in 1982.1 the Prince S.I..... mb­
w.y 'oile15. In ,hi. oto')' Giomo fucb .nd mcb • yoong mm woo i, Ial«
...,..a1ed lo he Kei,h H.rinS- Giomo', ,.. narr.tive begin, wilh hi. en­
t..nce to the Prince St,,,,,1 'oilet>, • 'p.ce ,ife with .nonymo", poblic ....
Giomo w,it.. ahoot. pl.in-looking)"" 't!,acti", bo)' wi,h ",-¡...-rimmed
gI;o"..,• ·kiJ· p""e,sed of .n ·ono,"'¡ i='ion":

H. w., mokmg Iovo w..h gr..t .n.rg)' .nJ focu•• .d'foction ,nd Jo.

lighl, d,jf."'nt ....n Ih. "",hn. grnng "" ."",nJ m•. Tho p;uy', h.."

w.. f'O"hng Iovo ,nd 1 ,..nt wilb th. tIow. 1 ,,,,kod th. kod'. «>ek (il

w.. rut, no< t.rv"'t ,."y horu). H••ncud my ,,,,k. wilb [,j, 0)'"

loolting up into min•. Two gu,.. w;th por!"''' k.pl ..,dung lb.m in

<>Uf no"nb. W. continuod .lt."","ng .oclting ""h oth." ,,,,k~ H•

.....n>god , ¡.w hm., lo 8"' my «>ek 011 lb. w.-, clown h;. thro.ot .nd

1 fu,kod hi. f.K'. mom.n" <>f .urron<!e, fo< l>oth <>f u•. lb. onlookon

jo'¡'od off w,"'h;ng n'

Giomo', "",..Ii,.. rinS' of ide.li..lion ond writerly hypetbole, wbich iJI no'
to doubt the "'ruth· of hi••ce""n!. In the p'''''ge, Giomo functi<>rul as •
di...min.lo, of public ... culture. lbe ide.li..lion tlul hi, pro,e e""et> i.,
",-¡,hin the >cop< of my .""l)"i', m enmple of the w.y in wbich • rkl. ...­
memb..nce of ,enl.l u'opi. fe<do. ' ..n,fomutive que« poli'ie>. lbe ..­
ce.. th.1 Giomo', ten prodoc.. i, ind..d mo... llut ,imple ,nu.1 b"",.do.
lbe 'pace of lhe Prince St,,,,,1 'oile15 .nd the p..ctic.. of poblic ... tlu,
.... ",nde",d in hi, ""mI'i,.. engen<le,. ce,bin t..nsfomutive p""ihility.

lbe politie> I onde""'nd as b<ing e""cted in Giomo', ten are no<
immedLotely visible, In f.ct, the ".Iemen' woold ...,m 'o ron coonte,
to Giomo', ....nions llut "Ihe gre.' lhin¡; .bou, .nonymo", ,." i, you
don't brin¡; YOO' priv.le life o, pe'>o.w ..-a,lJ. No politic. or inhibiling
concepto, no c1o..d rule, o, fued 'esp<>""'" lbe gre.t lhing .bout ."ony­
mo", .." i. ,ponl.;¡neity."' A1though Giomo unde"l.;¡nd, ,hiJI 'I"'ce as b<­
ing one th.t i, r.-... of ideolo¡;y, I thin\; we c.n "ilI ",.d • po",..rfuI poli'i­
cal impul.. in Giomo'. te",.n impol.. ,lut i, detect.hle in lhe .ct, th.t
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.... l><ing I..,.",ril>«!, the 'p'co, ,h.t .... l><ing conceplu.lly rendered, ""d
Ih. perform;mce of wri!in¡; Ih.t "'pre",,, h¡, public ..x hi"o'}'. I .m mosl
iolere>l.d h.... in Ih. Lmer of Ih...,

Th. «talogiog of public ..x rul,u... tha, Crimp perform. in ·Moum­
iog .nd Mili,;mcy· CID b.....d .lonpide Giomo'. l..... an.et of qu""r
world-m>lting. Mo....pedfic>1ly. 1 ... world-m;¡king h.,e .. funcliouin¡;
and coming into pL.)' througb Ih. perrorm;mce of queer ulopian memo'}'.
lhat ¡'., ulopi. ,hat unde"'and. il. tim••• c..chin¡; beyond ",m. nosl.l­
gi' 1"''' th., perhap' neve< w.. or som. fu'u... wbo...rriv;o! i. con,inu­
ou.1y l><t.t<d_. utopio io ,h. p",..n'.

1 lum now lo. 1964 print.d dialogu. l><'''''Nn Pr>nkfurt School sociol
Ih.ori". Theodor 11'. Adorno ;md Erost Bloch on ·,h. ulopian funelion
of .n."" At on. poinl in Ih. dialogu., B10ch tUrnJI 'o Adorno >ud con­
firmo • I=ic lrui.m .houl th. politic. of utopion¡'m in 'Pite of Ih. c1im.t.
of. mech.ruu!.ge in which eYerything ..em. mech.ruc>1ly p",,,,nt.nd
Ih.,efo", cancel. out ,he po,.¡bili,y of ulopi.n¡'m:

Blo<h, Thu~ th. f>el tlw th.", j, .1", utep.. ;n Ih', u .. whe... " h..

th. m",' dofficuky ,. [thu,] ,lo< ,,,,,,,,,,,1¡",,"um of""'P'" ~ • <n',,!"'

.¡ _,lo., ;, I"'U"'. If h.d oot ol",.dy go... hoyo<><l Ih. b.rr..", ...

<oulJ no< ovoo por''' ,h.m .. buri",. (Emph..¡, m'",,)"

Th. ""Ii.ncy of Bloch'. poinl 11... nol m....ly in th. f.ct ,hat inugining .n)'
ulopi. eIf... u. ",m.lhiog th>1 ¡, mo'" than ano,her time bu' .1.0, •• in
Ih. ,,.. of Giomo ;md th. g:oy mal. rultur.l worl<e.. 1 .m con.idering
h.",. in tha, wlul i. m.de .v;oilable fi..1 i•• critiqu. of tb. p",..n' .nd of
il> limil•• il> b>rrie... Adorno foil""" up bi. fri.nd'. point by c..ting hi•
...tem.nl wilhin the fnm. of th. dialeelic:

Momo. Y.., " .ny ...., "Ior" " ....n"..1y m lhe Jot.nnOnod ""!l"
tion, .. ,h. do"rn"o..J o~toon of ,h.o.t .m',h "",,,Iy ", >nd by con·

<.-.t,ting " ..11 .. ,,,,,,.th'og f...., " ......,.. po;n", " th. , ..... 'Om' to

wh.o., ,""u1J ""
\'.....-J.y you ~uo<..J Sp'nou .. "'" d'ocuWon wdh th. 1'-'''-'&'

·V,rum 000." .. " fol~· ['h. 'ru.o', 'he ..S" uid..lf.<><I th. f....].

1 ...,.. ..,.... Ih., • 1;« ...0 tI>< ..o.. of th. d"Io<' p"ndp" of th.

Jot.nnOnod "'~"oo .<><1 h.o.,'...Od Fol>um_th. f th'"l!-''''¡''

,u, ot ven (Ih. 101.... tI>< >ign oi _lf and Ih. 00'''''']. 1..1 muo,
tbol ,h. 'm. th'og doto"'""'" "..If." th. fol.. th'ng, '" .,. lbo,
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....h"" ""lo. i_U f.oh• .,. known. AOO 'o><>f" , ...... , .. oot ,lIowod
to e..t ,he pirtu... of 0'''1'''' ...<>f" , do 'now wt..t ,he corroct
th'oS .nlll><, ... know .ue'ly, lo l>< '0"', , th. f.... ,"'oS'~"

Di.>I.etic.1 thinkiog, ••p<di!ly ....I»t Adoroo ...fon lo .. ·Ih. d..moio.d
ooptioo' .""bl•• u. lo ....d Giorno'. t.x1 .. som.thiog oth.. tl»o • 00'­
blgic ro,eciosu... 00 futu.. poIitk.1 po..ibility, lo.te.d, vi.> the leo. pro­
vide<! by th... nut.rWi.t phil"",!,h.", "'.. <:Ul uod."t",d Giorno'. t.x1
•• pointin¡; beyond th. 1=,.;... of 00' curr.nt moditioo. of pouibilit)"
b.yood th. p';oful b;uyi." of th. AlDS p",demk; itl.to u. _, vio • «,­
t.in conjuriog of ·tb. p"..; .od ro, m",)' of u......... thi. p'" fo, th.
very fu.. tim•. Th... pietu.... of utopi. (. t.rm tlu.t i.,...d io bter com­
meoto Adorno m""", in th. <lii!og...) do lbe work of letting u. critiqu.
th. p....ot, to ••• b.yond itl •....lut i' to world, of politici! po>1ibility, of
·""h.. might b.:

H... i••noth.. io.."'« of Giorno <Ioing ....I»t Adorno «11, th. c.,tin¡;
of. pietu.. :

I onhu,u..l ,he ';d" bolt ,od h. pullod <Io"",!ti. P""~ I tu""d him

son'''' """00, >lo""'" ...... ;n d......., hNd .00 >!ippod my eoü "to
h.. .." .nd ho posh..J lo mo .nd 'ook " ..1. H........... >!iY,l'" M",·
colod w"h V...h"" J wo"'¡',...] 'f" ...... from th.. moming or from 1.0<1

ms"'. ,00 ;fh< I>.d >OmOO"'" cum;n h' Thol <h""s"t m..Jo roo
hotte,.nd ,he p-N" m.Jo my dkk ....1 0 l><tt... Sorn.""o """d
nmn"os mo, h..J h;. f... hon..J in mp", h','onguo" my ••sholo,
.od w•• mbbhns.ud ",<k;ng. 1h'. ,..."'. gro" pl""o", for mo. J

f",lod <ho kid, sootlr" fi"" <hoo sudu"ly •• h.ro •• I <""Id. SwNl
po.md off U> ...I..ot•. From lhe dop<h of th. "obri"'oS d.de"'.. of
th.. onJoo¡;round "vo, " ..."h'oS my eock to tho .ky, J .OOl • bis I",d
of <um, ""'s",.ud sJon"",. I'.,-fodly ",..o .nd ...,omph.hod,.,dpo_,,,, d,..oivo-J b.Kk "lo pnmn..L'''ly PU" ompty 'P"0"

Thi., J ""'ot to sugg<", i. e<rbioly • c...ing of • pictu.. of >01, bot, io
th...me io,t"'«, it i• .Iso • picture of "topi'" """port ",d • remo­
figor>tion of th. ""i.l•• reinuging of ou, .etoi! cooditio"" of pouibility•
• 11 ofth¡, io th. fae. of. global epidemic. Th. picto....oder«! throogh
Giorno'. p<norm.ti>. writing i, ooe of. goOO life th>t both w...od o<ver
"'''', tlu.t 1». be.n lo.t ",d i, .till to com., lt p<rtorm•• d",i.. ro,. p<'­
fect <Ii.solutioo ioto • ·primo..LLoll)' po.. empty 'P'«:
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AfI.. ,hi< ",.ne in the Prin.. SI....." 'oilet, Giomo ruM oul ."d e.teh..
• train io th. niex of time: "[ ""id gc>odbye ."d I "'... ou, th. dc>o' in.
tluh, onto th. train going uptown: Onc< on the train h. f«¡' him",lf
once .gain oYe"",helm.d by Ih. eruohing p",,,,oe< md .lw"Y' <:Ipmding
force field th.u i< helemnorm.tivity: "It .1w"Y' "'.....hocx .ntering th•
•tr>ighl world of • ear full of grim ('<ople .itling dumbly ",ith rulfering
on thei, f.... ."d in ,hei, bodi." .nd thei, mind. io th.ir prison•."" Thi,

• ..,.,ri.oc< oI"b.iog ".hocxed" by ,h. p'ison th., i. h.'eronorm.tivity, th•
•tr>ighl ""rld, i. on. th.,. ,.,.der, "p«i.Jly. qu«r ,.,.de" <neount."
.fi.. puning down. qu«, utopim m.mo')' texl rueh •• Giomo'•. [think
of my own ..perl.n.. of r<.ding y"" Got lo Bu", lo Shi.,.1 sorne pr<­
domin.,,11y >traight coffe. shop oe.. whore llive,¡c>oxing up >flor th. <:1­

('<ri.nee, md f«ling • >lmib, shock .ff<et. Ion...gain pick up the thre.d
of Adorno', thinkiog from ,he >amo di.Jogue with Bloch:

[r-Ieg..'on]" .Ktwllr th. onlr fonn in whoch u'opi." si..n <" no ..

•11. Bu< ""'.. 1 m..n <" "Y h.... _, <Iti. m.Oo< h..o•• ;'''Y confouOO_

inS ''('OC', fo, """.thinS ..",.bIo h..oppoo. du. <" th. f.oc< 'h.. ,.. ...

foro"lJ.n <" " ... p"'<""'_ To l>< p<e<'", .mooS ,h.. wh"'h.hoold l><

Johnil., ono ;'n.sU''' ro. it <o l>egin w<lh ...... "'!in". <h. mono it

i.......1 •• >om.th'ng oOV"". Bu' ,h.n_th. c",""",oJmon' ."'....
• concreto ...m¡>lo ofU<opi' "0.1. <" J<f.mo ,h. U'op"n COR><M>n>_

no 00 <" .ngulf <l. W"', i. ","Iy impo"''"< ho.. i. <h. wm ,h.. " ••

JoIr n!. "

In Giomo'. worl< ",. can ",. the "will th.l! i. diff..ent." Th.", ". mm)'
,e..on. why th.", f.¡nt..i.. of raplum'" un..f< "'. might hne • dam.ging
.ffect on gay men living io Ihe AlDS pand.mic. But h.lving ..id th." th.re
i, >om.thing noble IDd .rubling .00,,' Giomo', ,torytelliog, Adorno, in
th. I""••ge ju>t quoled, 'I"'.k> out .gaio'l. 'rend in oocWi,m (.nd in
h"m;¡n;,m in g.n...J) io whieh "'opiani.m beeom.. th. b>d object. Uto­
puni"" ",n only ..i.1 vi•• critiqu. of ,he domi""nt order, it h.. 00 'p.e<
to ..i,t o"t.id. of ,h. mo.t thooretie>11y ..fog""dod .botractio"," In •
,oughly m.:logo", ""y Ih. piet"re, drawo by Giomo are .Iso b>d object.
insofar .. th.y <:Ipo>' gay m.n lo act., PO"'>' .nd >tructu",. of d.';re th.lt
m;¡y be pot.nti>lIy di""mou•. Ilut, .. Adomo I<>eh", u., the imponIDC<
of e..ling • pieture is eentral lo • critiqu. of h'g<mony. Adorno <:Ipl.lin>,
"If ,hi< i, no' ""id, if ,hi< picture "'nnot_1 .lmo>l would lix. to "")'_
'ppe'" withio ooe. S""P, th.n on. b..ic.lly <loe, not know .t .11 wh.lt th.
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a<tu.1 r..son fo, lhe .otali.y i., ""hy th••nti", .PI"'r>tu. ha. l>e<n ",t in
motion:'"

lt mighl "",m a••hough my 0.d1lalion. l>et",..,.,n th. """,Id. and ""ual
u.opi.. prOOu«d in Giorno .nd lhe mo,e lheorelical u.opian mu.ing of
Bloch aud Adorno.ro som.thing of a .t,eteh. To thal eharge 1 .",,,,,,r, "of
cour..," Bu., b.)..,nd th••, 1 ""OI1ld point '0 th. ",..,,<1:1 ",ith "'Neh B10ch
.nd. th. di>logue: "In conciu.ion, 1 """u1d lixe lo quot•• phr>..,. ''''Ir
.impl. on., .tr>ng<ly .nough from O.ea, Wildo: 'A map of .h. ",.."Id tha.
d"". nol inciud. ulopi> is nnt ""n worth glaudo¡; al.·" A1lhough le might
l.. .trang., from most vi.I.., .hat Bloch ",..,uld l.. quoting W..t.rn eul­
tu",'. mo.t f>moWl eonvi<t«l sodomile, il is eonainly nol so udd from tb<

P""p«tive of thi. qu.., inquiry. Wild", ..nt.n«, ",h.n properl)' brok.n
down and .pp,eei>ted fer it. Slylized p,eeision. mak.o. <>plidt th. connee­
tion b."",..,.,n qu..rn.... utopi., .nd ",orld-maling. Qu... ",..,rld-making,
th.n, hingo. on th. I"""ibilily '0 map a world ""h.", on. i••1Iowed to
ca.! pictu",. of utopia .nd '0 indude rueh pi<tu,.. in any map of the 00­
dal. For eonainly, withou. this critical .pot on th. map "''' ours<lve. l..­
como th. I"'ined .nd imptioone<! rubj.". on Ihe f>SI-movio¡; .",in Giorno
d.scrib...

Ghoman-d U.opia

1 tum now from .h. gho.1 of ÜSC.,- Wild••hat haunls Bloch'. 'Nnlcing
on ulopi> to Ih. ghosls thal drculat. in .h. phntoguphy of Tony Ju.t. In
1994 Ju.1 comple.e<!. p,oj«t tha. anempted to captur. p",d..1y ",hall
am eallio¡; .he gho.l. of public ..,. Th. proj«t began ""i.h ju.t ••I«ling
rnn-down publie men', room. in Ne"" York City, lhe lcind lhat ",e", moSl
cerl>in!y'e> room. befe,e they, Iik.o th. Prin« S.",et toilelS lhat Giomo
d.scribes, ",ere .hut down beeau.. of the AIDS/HIV public h..llh cri­
.i.. Just .hen proceeded '0 do the lahor of .crubbing and saniti'ing "'e­
tioos of th. public lOen'. rooros. The p"'l"'ution of Ihe 'p.e.. i. as ..n­
t,>! to .he ..ti.... th. phnto. I ci""", '0 forus on; lhe only .viden..
of thi. l..hind-th.-scenes "P<" of Ihe Urge, pro;";:1 i. th. de>n 'p.ees
th'nu<lve._Just'.lahor exists only ... ghostly t ..... in ••parlUing m.n'.
room. He docum.nted 'N' projeet th'OI1gh colo, .lides aud phntoguph>
thal forused on th. balhroom' immacuiale .tat. >nd th. d.tail. of .ueh
"",..., The u,itt.ll.. lile.. toilelS. >nd IUtu",. thal .re lhe objeet. of th...
pho.o images tm on ",hat can only b. d.scribed a•• gho.cl)' auu, .n
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olh.rworldly glow. Thi. 'U", tlti. cirruit of luminou. h.l", th.l .urround
lh. wort, ¡, on. "J'ffl of lhe ghO>u of publie .'" lh.llhi. dupl.. i. inl..­
."ed in d..eribing.

Th... gho'" of publie ... "e lbe quoe, 'Poc'e" ",ho...ub.lmco JLlSt".
project .nd my own crilical .nd..vo, .rrempl to e'plure md ",nd.. ,;.­
ible. In ¡un, [ ... ,h. ghO"lt.d m.l'en.Ii,y of lh. work .. h,,;ng • prim.lry
,e!.tiou lo .motio"" qu... m.morie., .nd .lruelu",. of fe.liug ,lut Iuunl
gay meu on bolh oid.. uf. geu.raliona! divide tlul i. focmed by .nd
lhrough lh. c.l••lropl>< of AlDS, On. of ,h. lbingo oue ri.'" wh.n on.
1.lh of gho>l:> i. lh. eh.cge of ignoriug the living. lh. ",al, .nd ,h. m.t.­
,i.l. I bol,l.. my formu!.'ion••gain>t ,ueh polential ,...<v.lion. wi,h th.
wo,x uf~oudWiUi.m., Willi.m. '. nolion of••truau", of fe.ling "'..
• proce.. of "'!.'ing tbe eon'inuil)' of :<ocW focm..ion. wilhin • ",o,x of
.rt. Wi1li"",. explained "rueture uf fe<liug ... h)pothesi< ,h.t

h... '1'.",,1 ...Io••oco lo ..t .nJ li..,,,u,,,, wh.", <ro. _oo! coo"n'

j, en • 'Wtihe.u' numbo, of e..., of th.. p",..ut .ud iliecti,.. lUud.
tho, ""'Oeh ..m_ bo "'¡<Kod lo boli.f .y...m., ;o.htution~ <>< ••_

phej[ &''''''' ...I.t"''''¡';p., 'hough " ""y ",dudo o!l th..... h..J and

"PO''''''oJ, -.;lb o, w;,hou, "o""u, .. it .loo ov","o'ly ..dudo••10_

m.uto of """o!.nJ m."'h" (phl""" '" ",,",.. ) "PO""u" ""'''h
""Y b. boyoud '" bo uu,"""..... o, mpoofectly ,ovo"'¡ by, ,ho .1.._

wh.... ro<ogn....blo '1"'"'''''' .Iom.ul>

Fo, Wi1l;'m" ,1>< eou«pl of"ruc!ur.. uf fe.ling ",ounls fu,

tb. unmO".koblo 1'.....0.. of mUlo .Iom.n" Ou ,,' wh"h .'" .­

,c"'..... by ('lu>uy, .. oo. modo. m'8b' bo "'¡ocod to) 0110., for_

",,1 'prom.. (110.] j, th. , .... ""'r<. of ,h. opori.ili,;ng ''''~y of

·,Ito .."Ito'K", ·,Ito "',", and ";m..y»"0.. h".>1u...• W.....d, ou

tb. oo. houd. '0 odrnowledgo (and wokomo) th. 'po<Oh<i'y of tb...

• lom.u"_'po<,fK doO!iug~ 'po<;fK ,hylbm._onJ ro< '0 nnJ th.;,

'po<;n, kind, of "",..lity, ,hu> puvouting lb. ,,',,""'u fmm "",w
"PO'"'''' ""'Oeh o. ,,,,,,,jvob" ""Iy ""'.n "",w "PO'"'''' ....Ifh..
"""u ....gorXo!ly (.nJ >1 roo< lti..o,;'o!ly) ",docod"

Th. gho.l> I d.l.d iu Ju" '. proj.d po"e... m.ll.rialily, • kind ol ...b­
,lmco, tlu, dn<. not "'ilr 'ppe" w~hin «gim.. of lh. vi,ible md lh.
l"til•. lh... el.m.nls luYe th.i. own specificil)' bu' .... al... ",1",,,,1 ou •
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vuter m,,!, of ><><iol ;md polilic.J ..p..i.nce. To ... th... gho.ts w< mu"
cert.;¡in!y ,..d lhe "'I"'cific d••liog<, .pocifie rhythm' ,h.l bliog 'o lif•
• 10.1 ..p..i.n«,. 'empo",lly .itu.'ed pictu of ><><i.1 ..po'i.nce, th.l
ne«l, lo b. ....d in photo im.g••, g'p', .u,.., idu••, .od n<ption" Du.
lo the oNud•• impo..d by ce,l.in precooceplion. of m.teriolity_p..._
cooceplioOJl llul". often mmif." .. ,;.tu1 myopo.._ooe cmno' Klo­
.Uy ."" ,1>< gilo.l of publie ..x in Ju,t'o proj.ct. Bul if lh. ere i•••n.iti",d
io • «,hin w'y, if it cm "leh olh,,,;,,",1 r...c¡u.oci.. th., ",od...peeilic
di,tilL.tioo, of Iived .xpolieoce ;md youod-1....1hi'lory .ce..,ib1e, il (ID
poteoli.lly ..,. lhe gilo.lly p,...n« of. cen';n ,lroetu ... of re.ling.

lo ,h. photo>. lh. ,hio. of po,«1';n IDd m.ul, ,1>< w.-¡ in wh.ieh Iigh'
terleclo .round md off th....urfK" .nd ob;ecu-be th.y. porceL.io o,i­
ni! o, • ,lighcl)' eorrooed ehrome I1.IIu..._e..t ID .ff... lh.l i. "",ngel)'
mimetic of lhe n.onled "ruetu,.. of feoling tn., eireuL.l••roond lh••it..
of th. proj.... lhe pieto..., inl.rrog.t. lh. curv.. md .reh.. of Iified 'oi­
1.1 ...10 md lhe roond«l «Igo> of po,ceL.in loll.l f..m.., lhe .mph.'i.
on lile, in e",,¡uoction wilh ,h. emply f0"'8"'und of lh. roorm, mili.
on. ,hink of m echo clumb... lh. cooooulioo b.com.. ooe of ...ve,-
b.",'ion .nd ...>OnIDce. lh. picto lhrough tb.< o'g.>'i'" durge of .b-
..n,ed bOOi'" in.lill in th. 'P.ct.tor o", of g.>lh..iog emplio.... Such
m .mplin= i. not lh. projecú te1eo1ogie.1 obj<ctiv<; ",lhe" th.l .p.c.
of .mptio= i. me.nl to mu. room fo, olh.. world:l of...tu1 po";bill')'.

lb. d«:ipheling eolerp'i...t th. ceoler of lhi. eh.pler .ce""ou fo,
lh... vi,u.1 .ff.... (whieh ". i!oo photogr.phic .ffecl.) ••• performmce
of • bmilior yet olh.rworldly .!fectiv< functlon lh.l 1...... cen';n
.ph.m...11"'c<. lh. 'ppe"IDce of whieh I.m c.lling th. p,oouctioo of
gilo"" 111m g""'Is. J.cqu.. D.rrid>, in hi. Iludy of gilo.l. io M"x, em­
plo)~ • ootioo of !la""to/"&)', whieh h. undmlmd.lo b•• eonceplu;¡1 1001
fo, lh. ond.ntIDdiog ofb.ing wilhin lhe po.lmoJern .ge of .n .I.ctronic
,.,.. p"blica, "oeith.. Iiviog o, d• ..J, p n' o, .b..nl· md u1tim,ltely "nol
b.long[iog] 'o onlologr, lo tb.< diocou of tb.< being ofb.iog., o, 'o lh•
..",oce oflif. md de..h."" I UlU••l luuololo¡;y ••• po"..rfuI m«n.oi""
fo, lhe wo,k of oilo.ting ••mipoblic ph.nome ... Uleh •• public ... wilhin
qu"", hi,lo')' .od politic•.

E.rli.. in thi. cn.p'e, 1 discu.sed dii!ectico whil. coojuling Adorn"
Ooe ,e>ding of lh• .b..nce of p<opl. md >eu io Ju.l '. liff. 00 public ...
would coo,;de, lh......p.....n..lion. of hollowed·out, moumfu1, .od f.­
li,hi"ic 'p.ce, to b. lh"", of dctermin«l oeg<tio"" lh. ".ting of pic­
lu.... ,h.t "'p",••nl u'oP" lhrough lh. oeg<l¡'... Wilh""l ...liog ou, lhi.
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di.!...ic.1 oplic, mo,he. cri'icil vi.,., .g:oin found in Dmidi. "brürn
.'OOy, help. u. 'o think .bout gho>l' in term. th.., .n.mpt to ,u'P'" th.
d"I...ic. T.ke, fer in.tme<, th. mom.n' in which D..oo. pond." wh..t
h. conoo... to be lhe logic of th. gho.to:

tf ..... lu.,'. boon "'~..,"& >O mueh .inc. lh. bog'nru"ll "" ,h. Jog;c of

th. ghoo'."" bo<"".. " I""n" tow",j. thinking of,h....."' ,h..
o.,,,....rity nc...J,. b'u,,,y oc d•.oloc"e" Jog;e, ,1>0 lope th.. Ji"m_
~,,¡,.. o, 0pp""" olf.c"'''y o, .octu"i'y (.ioh" p"..nl, ,mpiric",
living_oc not) .0J '.Io.I;,y ("1;ll"''''so,.booJllto non_l'""'nc.), 11.0
lego< of .If'ctiv"y m .octu"ity ...m, to bo oí • limitoJ port'nonc.,

[Th.l;m;r] ...m, '" bo Jomon","'" betI...- ,lu." ove, by ,1>0 f..".tic.
s'=úy, ·'Y"'hoti'; ·proooh.be; >utu" hoppen'"S' io oh. ",,.nl06e
do"",'" .00 lh,afo.... lh. Jom.in of todmo-m .nJ oh",fo...
th. pllbbe o, pol;"e" do"",'o, 1, i, ..'" ....J. mo ruf... by ...lu.l
i"",riboo oh. ,poN of ••irtu""y ¡,,"'ucd'¡' 'o oh. oppoo"''''' of oh•
.oc' .nJ ,1;, pot.n"" m lho 'f'K' of,h. ""0'... th....."'_..... of oh•
...n!."

D.nido i. di><:u..ing • moo.lity of t«hno-meJ" ,h.t woulJ indud.
bro.de>>I, 'id""S"'phi" .nd cybernetic communic.lion, no' th. mo.....­
t.bli>h.d phologt'phi, t«hnologi.. ,h..t Just wo." with IDd mIDiplll.'es.
Non..hol..., 1mntinue to find '" eJif)ing understIDding of wh..t D.rrido
m'ID' b)' lhe .urp..>ing of • bin"}' be'",...,n iJ..lity md .ctUollil)' wh.n 1
con,id.. th photogr.phs. Within di.:l""tie>1 t.rm',Ju'l w.igh, in on th•
•id. of d rmin.d n"&ltion, .ince, wh.n one tri.. lo llnp",k. di>l""tic.1
opposition bet"",en "lhe ",t .nd lhe polenli.1 in th. 'p",. of th. "..,nt,
in th. "..,nt-n... of the "'enl; we ... with g l d ..it)'wh..t D.nido h..
c.:ll.d th. "",enlne,," of ,he 'p.e<. Ju.t'. wool< p.....nt> ,he id• .:li,m of
lltopi. whil••1", ...p.....n,ing th. impornnce of .iRctivi')' ",d .ct".üty.
JI> n.g:olion of ph)~ic.1 pl.yero .nd i.. choic. to ...p....nt 'Mence permil>
• '-¡"'el, >I",ngely enough, lo occupy • 'p.ce bo,h inooe .nd outoide th.
p..dict.>bility of ...ch '" ..1.bü.heJ di.l""licil p'nem."

lb. n"&ltion ,h..l J am deocribing 'hrough my ...ding of thh ••rly
wo.x by Just io not on. determin.d by. direct opposition b.t"".n P"'­
.ne< o••I>o.nco; it do<> no' .ignify ••impl. politic. ofL.ck, A quick con­
.id...tion ofJu.t '. rec.n' wool< help.lo nplk.t. ,hio c... furth... A seri..
of wool< from 2OO-t ..p....nt> gufli'i in • n... md f=in;¡,ing perspeetive.
lbi...ri.. of p..t.l-on-p.pe...ndering. d.piet>, in .omething th.., i. üke
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TonyJIJ5t, ".f...ol'ldon," 2004. Copyright lbny Jllst, Úlwb!S)' ofth~ GJ.'I'm 8rown E.nterpri~~1

G.lUer:¡,

a modality of a,esthetic surpllls, grcafliti "'tags:' and signs tbat are almost
photo-realisticall}' stylized. Yet allhollgh tbese pastels seeIn to be ph.otos,
tbey are powerfully attuned to questions ofoolor, The images vividly r~so­

nate mtferently tbm most repI"esentations. af graffiti, by not repre!>enting a
worLd of urnm decay assodated with pomndustrial decline. Electric Mue
scnwl on a pl1!le blue ba,ckgrollnd connotes somelhing other than fue ne­
gation we as!>ociate wrtb la.c:k or 10s8. Anoilier image depkts yet anotne·J"
stark sh"d.e' of bIne that oU.tlines bloch of !rilver pl1!int nle entire p1ece
resembLes 11! section ofa lar~er insignia in a larger mban landscape. Smaller
letters droeul.Jile around ilie large' block letters.. HI werebo hazard a gues8 as
to what fuese lette.rs c.onnote, Iwowd say tbatthey seem to be 'ni.tials­
but iliat is in and of itself m interpretive stretch. Anotbec gr-affiti image
seems Iike freestyIe sqll!iggle.s over pl1!tches of 80ft pastel c.oIor8, Jusú use
of taggMng througb lush painterl}' practkes makes the lltapian in the quo­
ti.man manife-st.

Wbat ar~ the.se tags: shOlving ULS? Aliliough they might atfeclively func­
ti.on very di:fl:e,rently tban mhm re-ali-st l\epresentations of gr-affiti, iliese
str-aoge pasteLs. do rend,e'I" something rnn to th.e graffiti t'hat ma:rks dty
landsc.apes. In a Blodrian parlanc>f we rnn conside·J" these' urooll markillgs
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Ghosts ofPubUc Se;.: .(¡S

as: tr-a.ces. 1hrougb fue SlIrplus theyrepre.se.nt lhey seem lo ten us some­
thing is missing or, in terms of lhe openirng aphodsms, in Illoch's text
Tr¡¡(;t's, that what is here is "Not Enough." hl Tr¡¡cf.S" th.ree fairly wodse
sentences follo\"1 the title "Not Enough": "One is alone váth oneself. To­
getber with othe.rs, most are alone ~'en\'iithout themsel.Yes. One has lo

gel Olllt ofbotn.."n 'Ibis aphodsm can be read as a brieHnstruction manual.
nüs: getting out ofoneself with and without others is: an insistence on ao­
olher motie in which one feels the coUective. TIli.s longing for üüllectivity,
this Ioovement :nvay from th.e queslion of "the alone;' is a line that mns
thwugh IJlDst ofJusts work. In the' same way that lhese Just pairntings r~­

he~lne the potentiall}' utopian ae.sthetks of th,e cityscape, tv,·o other c.an­
vases, styhze past moments of poHtical. inslllrrectionist hopeo One painting
fe.atur~s what appe.ar to be steocileJ words over a. h.alf-green anJ half-pirn .
background. 1he slogan re.ads, "Women of the VVodd Take Over," Anoth.e'T
image represents a circular swirl ofvi.VÍ!d gr~ens and other complementary
hu:es oOIUloting fue wonders of the natu:rn1 world. 'Ibi:nly stendled bla.c

TDn)'jl.lst, "e lebraí:e Trees." Copyright -ronrJust, CDurt1>sy oftbe G;¡,yin &m 11 Em:tet'prlse/
GaUl!.ry.
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I.nm .pell out "Ce1ebat. Tre••," Bolh cm'·•••" .pe'" poli'ico of lh. ¡=t.
lb.y ;or. th. oppo.it. of c.mp imof;or >JI 'hey >re imbu.d • cerl.in sin­
centy•• polilin of .incenl)· th>, connote lr.nsfomutiv. politic>! d....re of
lh. 1"'.1 ,h.t h.. l><com...",n more pre..ing. lb.y ;or. pL.c;ord. for lh.
queer utopL.n im>gin>tion, lb.pign':! • n••d for • fu'urity•• mom.n' of
lh. nol-)",,-h.re lh>l i< >JI ,;vid >JI i' i< nec...uy.

Situaling Gtm.l'

lb. doubl. on'ology of ghosl. ",d gho,t1in.... ,b< m>nn.. in ",hich
ghOIl' ..1st inside md ou' .nd ill.,,,,r.. c.l<gone>! distinction.....m.
"l"'ci.lll)· u..ful for • qu... crilici.m th., .n.mptJ 'o und.nbnd mm­
mu",1 mouming. group p')'Chologi.., md lh. need for • politin lh>l "cu­
r;'." our d• ..J wilb u. ioto h>tt1•• for lh. pre..nt md future. Cho.lo ha>'"
alre.dy bNn u.ed by ",m. qu... I<hol." to ..pL.in lh. reblion.hip of
hom",..u.:!ily lo het.ronorm>tiw cullure. Mmdy Merd, in. diKu..ion
lh.l si"'''' gho.l lh",,')' by P.lrici.l White, Di",. Fu.., md T.rry c..tie•
•zplain. lh. re1.tion>! dynamic in lhi< w>y: "lbe [homo...u.:!] ghosl th>,
haunlo helero...u.lity i. it> unc.nn)· double. lbe ilIid, d••ire n.ed.d to
d.fin. I'gitimaey. lb. liminilily of ,b< figure. >JI Fu...nd o,hm have ob­
..",ed, refl.ct. itl ambiguity >JI • t.rm of..du>ion which non.lh.I... con­
fm int..iority,"" lf lh. ler"" .nd logic of M.rck's .Ilolly.i< ",,,,re to la,,1
lo olh.. di,;d... i>eyond ,h. homo/hot.ro .plil lo 'p~t> ,hat .... rurr.ntl)·
l><ing reified wi!hin queer rullu.... io :«>m. b",nch.. of qu..,r wri'ing .nd
in gay m.l. communili••• >JI w.lI a. belw..n differenl geneatio",l .nd
h• .:!lh ".tWl mwn, we could begin lo decipher ,h. "'''Y' in which lh.
'P.ct.. of public ..z_ollr.cized by lIlolI\y "legilim.le" bction. with.in lh.
queer communily_i••lill • mund.lion.:! pr...nce/m'ipre..nce ,hat per­
fom" ,h. illicil.nd h.ll" th... con.." ..'i,,,, bctio", mrmu¡'te. "I'gi'i­
m>l.; ..nitized gay ",orld.

Cho.l theory.:!", "",ni.. lh. hin")' l><'",..,n HIV-positive and n.g­
aliv. m.n•• bin.lry ,hat i. currentiy l><ing concreti..d in new gay m>1.
"'7iting. Rec.ntiy. th..e h>. bNn ••hin aw>y from the inilW momenl of
AIDS cullur>! critid.m lhal concenlr>ted on I"',,!,le li,;ng ",i,h AIDS .nd
lh. w"J" io which lbey .... repr...nt.d .nd ·c.ugh'" withio lh. domiIlolnl
public .ph.re. lo project> ,h.t figure lbe on'ology of HIVnegaliw m.n.
lb. alm of such project> i.lo mal. HIV-n.ga'i';'y a sil. of identily th.,
cm l>< inh.biled d"pi'e the cullur.l mornidily th., ch>r.ct.ril" !hi.
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hiuorical mom.nt Although .uch int.,vention. cm b. pot.n'i>lIy ,.,Iu­
able for octivi'" who work on HIV p,,,,,ntion, lhe bol.lering uf HIV­
n.g:otivity >JI m identi/ie>tion th>! m.n ohou1d b. .ncou..g<d to "com.
out' in'o concomibntly pu'•• now ... ufp",..ur« on p""pl. living wi,h
,h. HIV ,;ru, 'o b. out .1"" The potential pmbl.m with cultur.J wor!<
md lheory on md .bo"t HIV-n.g:otive m.n i.tlu' it do<. no! r«¡.tmd,
in ",m. w"Y', lIl"J' in>dvertently contribute to ,h. uigm;o'intion ,lut .u,­
,ounds AIDS md HIV in bolh main,',e.m North Am.ric.n col'u,e md
AIDS-phobk ga)' m.ll• .-..gion;ol md ,ubcultuul communiti... In thi,
clupt.. I luve bNn cou<id.ring wlut I call h.unting .nd h.unted rultural
wo,k tlut ",memb." .nd long< fo, • moment ou!>id. of tlu, corrent "at.
of .ieg<. 1\1)' critkal move h.",. tlu, of .mploying key word. md ,h.m.l'­
k. ",ch •• "ghoUs," memory,' "Ionging: .nd "u'opi'; ha. been 'o d.d­
ph., the n.tworlr< of cornmon>lit)' md the ,!rudu"" of feeling t1u, link
quee" ..m.. diff..ent idenlity nurhrs, ineluding po.itive md neg.>ti'"
mtibody .btu... ",di ., bodi•• "I"'ut.d along g.n...'ioUolllin••,

Such ••tt>tegy i. boro ou, of. I""'ial .kepticiJIm tow..-d pro;«!> .uch
a. Wal, Odel" 1" Tlt, Sh"J.... of ,11, EpiJ,mu:, &;"K HII'-N'K"riv< in ti"
AK' of AIDS," which b'ing 'o light th. "poyebologkal .pid.mic" tlu,
HIV-nogative m.n he<. Th. r..id""l.!feet. of .uch a proj«t ,hat foeu«•
..dWlively on neg:o'ive, n..ds to b< fu"h.. int..rogated. Som. qu."ionJI
,hat ling.. inelud., Cm "''' afford 'o ",direet our critical energi.. ""')'
fmm bodi•• ,hat a", infeeted by a ph)"i..1virus tow>rd uuinfect.d bodi••
,hat >r...ught ",ilhin al"ychologic.J .pid.mic? How wou1d lhe .Ire.d)'
"igmati,ed liv.. of infeel.d f'K'pl. be ,¡fected by tru, work tlu, bol"."
HIV-nogative id.ntity! Do<> ",o,k on HIV-n.g:otivity produce. w<dg<
bet",,,.n infeel.d md uninfect.d ..elon of th. g>j' community. furth.,
,oIidifying a bina')" b<tw.-en negative .nd po.itive? In .hon. what migh'
b< ,he co.t of work t1u, .ffimu HIV-neg.>ti'" identi'y fu, tho.. ",ho a",
,'rug¡;ling ",ith .nd .trempting lo m"""'g< ilIne..? The.. questio<u doud
my ,e>ding of Orl.!> md o,h.. wrile" .trempting 'o delineate HIV-nega­
tivity. 1do no! ",;mt to forecles. the transfonn.lti,,, .nd ..If-,u.biuing en­
ergi.. of ,uch wor!<_.wng th... que"ionJI i. merely m a""mpt 'o b'ing
,h. 'p«te" ,hat haunt ",ch ,h...,ri.. in'o ,h. ligh', ou, uf th. wdow.

lnJI'ead of focu..ing on th. diffe",nt w>y>_p.ychologically .nd physi­
cally_in which m.n ",!fe, in ,he epid.mk, 1 have b.en concemed wi,h
,h. w"y' in which lhe politics around quee, memory, fuele<! b)' utopi>n
longing, cm h.lp u. ",imagine the >ocia!. To thi. end 1 ha,,, .u¡;¡;«ted
,hat viewingJu.t'> pholography in ligh' of Giomo·. writing, .nd ,;ce ,,,...,
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o!ford. the 'pedolo' • co,hin ond."t.nding of!he world-maling prope'­
ti.. of qoeern.... W. "", fo, inot'lnco, th. imbrication of.ex md utopio.
OC'CM goy "",le g<nera.ionol rifu. W. "'. Ihe '''OOtll ci,coito of n>mllion
thol gay m.n .mploy. Th. notion of o 'tralegic and ",lf-knowing modol­
ity of que« olopLm memory, and, mo... impon.nt, th. worl< th>. ,och
o m.mocy <10<" becom.,.1I .h. mo... pouible, Th. o.orion longing in
oo.h oni.t,' wo,k i, n.ith., o no'l.:tgic .,.,.;.h no, o I"".ing r..cinotion bo.,

"'th."lh. imp.to. fu,. qu.. twocld, foc whot Crimp ¡." ",1Ied. rul.u...
of ''''0>1 J'O'.ibility. lh. wo,lo 1 ,orvey in thi. ch>pt." .al.n ,id. by ,ide,
t.n o. o otoC)' .0001 !he primary Un""g< bel"... n qo•., d••i...nd qo.. ,
politic" T.i<en funh." thi. wo,k .nowo .h. 'p«loto, to ond<"I;md he,
o, hio d••i.. fo, politic••lonpide the politico ofde';.... lhe lefIJI of th.",
...m.mb",nc...nd .h. hn.y mirag•••hey produce not onl)' .:tlcw tll to
imogin. otopio bu., mo... important, whel 00' .ppetile fu, it"
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3

lhe Future 15 in the Present

So:ua! Avam·Garde5 and rhe Performana o/ Uropia

FUTURITY CAN 6[ "problem. Hotoro",,,",l rultu... dep<nd. on"
notion of ¡he fulu..., .. ,he 00"8 go<>, ·,he <lUld"n ...., oo. futu",,· Bol
thlt i. not ¡he <as< fe, dilf...nt culture. uf "nI.! di..id.nco. R.ther tn.n
¡m'." in a dofernd future, lh. que.. citireo-.ub¡e<:! 1.00" to Ii"" in ,
p",..,nl tlu. ¡, c.libr:lled, througli ,he protocol, of ,tite power, lo ..erifice
oor I¡,..n... for wh.lt LlU",n il<rlm' ha. ,,!IN! lh. "d.ad citirenship' of
hetero..xu;¡lily.' Thi. de.d citiunship i. fonn;¡tted, in p;ut, tlirough lh•

..<rinco uf lh. pre,enl for a f>nt••m;¡'ic fulu..., 00 oi! d.nce floo~ .ile<
uf public ><1, V>fiou. tli••lriGlI >t.g<'>, mu.ic r..lival., ..,d >re.,.. both
.obte"..,,,.., md .bo",S'ound, que." Ii,.., 1.00" .ud en;¡cl que<, wor1d.
in lh. p",..nt. Bul mLlS! lbe futuro ..,d ¡he p",..nl exi.! in lhi. rigid bi-
o..yl Cm ,he futore .lo¡> ""iog" fmtny of herero>tlu.1 "'production?
Jo thi. chlpler [ >rgue for lhe dhruptioo uf thi. bin;oriud logle >nd the
en.ctment of wh.t [ call, f01l0wing C. L R. j=.., • fulu", io the preseot'
To «11 fur thi. notion ofthe future io the preseot i. to .ummon. ",fuoc­
tiooed oobon of ulopi> io the ..rvice of .ub>ltem politk•• C<ruin perfor­
nuoces uf que., citize""hip cont>io wn.t [ ",11 m >nlicip.lory iIlumin>­
tioo of • queer worlJ, ••igo of .0 .clu>lly ru>liog queer ",.Iily, • kernel
of politic>1 possibilit)· wilhio • >lultifyiog herero'elu>l preseot [ gestu",
to .it.. of embodied .od performed que., politic. IDd describe tbem >JI

outpo'" of .cltully ui.ling que., worIJ•. The ,ire,. J coo>ider ;ore .it.. of
""". g>theriogs, perform>nce. th.lt G1n be undernood >JI defi>otiy public
md g1impses ioto .n ensemble of soci.1 .clor. performing • queer world.

The Pa>t fur the Futu,,,, Queer HapP""ing,

J begio this >lt>dy uf lhe futu", in the present by turniog to the I""t
S=uel R. o.lIDy'. memoir 1h< .~!oljoo 01 Light jo lI~r" periodile' the



Muñoz, Jos? Esteban. Cruising Utopia : The Then and There of Queer Futurity.
New York, NY, USA: NYU Press, 2009. p 63.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/unalbog/Doc?id=10425196&ppg=63

Copyright © 2009. NYU Press. All rights reserved. 
May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted
under U.S. or applicable copyright law.
 

25/04/2011 Cruising Utopia : The Then and Ther…

…unal.edu.co:2127/…/docPrint.action… 21/40

.d",nt of po>tmodemity tb.roos'> lh...idenco providod by two mod", of
,,'.nl-gardo p<rfomun«. lh",. p<rforrnm«. do mo... th>n ...p.....nt ID
.pi.l.mic u.i~; tb.ey e""bl. lh. memoiri.l to procure. ne... vi.l. on lh•
...orld. lh....riler de><rib.. im.g•• from ru. th.n p..... nl (now squarel)'
lh. pasl}, md the.. piclu.... purch... • vision of th. fulu.... [ ....nl to sug-
11''' lh.l th perforrnm«. tb..t .... d.ocrli>ed by o<Lmy .nnouncod .nd
.n.ctN! • n forrn.tion ...ithin the socuL

Th. fint of th... p.rfomun........ h.ld in • S.eond Ayenu. stt>dio
.¡=lm.nl in ¡,;"'" Yorl<'. E..l Villlg. durin¡; the .ummer of 1%0. o<1>n)'
and. mu.in h>d stumbled on. p<rforrnm.. of A1lln K.pro...·, enlitl.d
"Eis'>t..,n H>pp<ning> in Sil: Parts."]j,.as th. fint timo th. ""rd hopp'"­
ón¡: h>d b••n u.N! in. p<rronn;¡n« cont..t. o<lmy ..pllin.d th>l "nun)'
lim•• no... K.prow·, pi... (1O<!>y "''' would c.U il p<rfornun...rt) ¡,.,
b.en dl<d by hi"orUnJI •• th. "'I""lly arbilrary lranrilion b.tw..,n lh.
modern .nd lh. postmodern in cu1turil d<velopm.nl>. But J don't b.li""
]'''' ....d. finth>nd .eeOlint of il by.ny of il, original ."dien«."' How­
<ver, lhe m.moirist h•• mi...d ",me of the mo" int.,esting Kcounts of
lhis p.rfomun.. gen..., for tb.e ... i. in bct. f...in;¡ting Ilte...tu ... chrom­
eling .nd documeuling thi••ni.tic mOYem.nt· Dellny', .<counl i. non.­
lh.l." v.l""bl•. He rem.mben enlering.n 'p.nmenl th>l "'... bien up
by polyrthyl.n. w.Jl. on p.inlN! wood f...mes. lh... mil. dhided lh.
perror""",« 'p'« into.u s<elion. of .boul eight feet by .is'>l fe.t. Th•
..ction. were >c«"ibl. from. door-wid on tb.e out>ide bnl "''''''
..¡=.IN! from one .noth., by ..milranoln«nl 11. throns'> which on.
cou1d nuk. ont "lh. s'>",l" of wh.t "'... h.ppening in the .djoining S«­

lion. lhe ... ,..... h.oIf. d01.<n or ... ,.ooden foldin¡; ch>i" in ...h room.
Th. rem.mb<red p<rforrnm« lh.l O<lmy n;¡rnll", eon.ist.d of. ehild',

windnp toy being ..1on th. ground .nd 1.. ron and lh.n wonnd np .gain
and .gain oyer the twenl)'minule running lim. of th. perror""",c<.
Throus'> tbe pll.lic ",..11, th....nnd••nd .is'>ts of olh., h.pp.ning> par­
li.lIy filt.",d inlo lhe ,.riler', enbiel•. H. cou1d nuk. ont lh. bnnery glow
of. G1ndle in on. room. whil. in mother h. h.ard lh. ",nnd. of. drum.

Th. "",iler', ••pect.tionJI "'"... ..,.....Iy eh>U.nged by lhi. perror""",«.
H. ha<! .""med th>l th. ""rl< wonld b. "rich, Dionysim md colorfnl." H•
••peet.d tb.e h.pp.ning> thernJl.I,,,.1o be "f", mo... eompJe., de"",r IDd

probably ,,,rbally bonndabl• ." He ..peeled h.pp<ning. th>t ""u1d erowd
in on on••notb.., .nd form an interconnecl<d bpest'Y of occur",n nd
.ssocutiOnJl rieh in me>ning> and m.aning fOlgments, foil of ", nan«
and o",rl.ppin¡; ......i..ion'. ·pla)fuI, ..ntim.nl.1 and ......nring." y.l lh.
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worx n. .ncount.red w....p...., dillicult, minim;ol, collStiluled lug.ly by
.'-n«, isolalion, oven di>lr>ction,"' D.Ia"}' .zpeclN! lh••h parn to b.
ehronologically ordered,hk••ct. in. p1.y, but thoy were inst••d 'l"'tially
orgmiud, Delany writ.. th.t "~ w•• preci••ly in thi••u¡"'..,"¡on of ':<p«­
l..ion••l>oul th. proper ">lhetic .mplopn.nt of tilO', 'p'co, pre..n«,
'Men«, wholene.. and fr>gmenl.tion, •• we1l .. th. generalloc.hty of
'wh.. h.ppen.; lh.l m.de Iúprow'. woek Dgnify: hi. h.ppenings_dick_
ing toys, buming emdl••, pound.d drum., or wh...,..,r_were orgmiud
in th.l init1.l worl< very mueh hu hi.loeical ....na... o.la"}' .<lmi!:> th.l
his HpeetatiollS ",..,ce form.d by • mod.mi.l de';re to "'" ·m.mingfol
pl.nitude; rel hi. di..ppointment w.nN! oneo h. had found lhe time lo
eonlemplate K.prow'. pro;'ct, work lh.l he foond lo b. ·more int...,ting,
.lrenuoo. and •••lhetie.1I)' enorgctic" De1.n)' eondodes his recoll.ction
b)' e1.iming lh.l "·Eight..n H.pp.nings in Si. p.n' w...!>oul •• eh.ue­
l.ri>lic • worx .. one mighl ehoo.. in which to "p"ri.n« lhe eluh th.l
begim our re.ding of lh. hug<1r Mbitmy po.lmodem."

fut ,,'ant-g:ud. performance i. inlim.lely linud to moth.. mode of
·h.ppening· lh.t occuro 1.t.. in lh. m.moir. o.lany w•••lorlN! to tlu.
particuLu performance venu. by. painter fri.nd in th. E.,t Vill.lge, Hi.
fri.nd Simou had lold hilO .bout lh. truck. puud b)' the river al lh••nd
of Chri:lloph.. Stre.l ... placo lo go .. night fur illStanl ""., Once th•
•ulbor P"''''' lh. lruek'. lbre'¡'old, h. diseo..red th.l, on. r"lluw- b.:o­
.is, bet",....n 35 and ISO lOen slipped tbrough the trail.", ..,me to ",..lch
bot m",t to particip.t. in "nurnberl....iknt """ual oc!:>: De1.n)' d.scrib..
lh••• Kl> •• rilu.l. th.l recollSlructed intimKJ': ·Al lh.... tim••, ",ilhin
lh",. van-w.1Ied .n.Y'. no"," bel",....n lh. trudr., no"," in th. Nek oflh.
open l",d.". eock p"''''' from mouth to moulh lo Iwld lo ... to moulh
withoul over bre.king eonlocl wilh otber tl••h for more th.n ..cond"
mouth, hand, ... p....d over wh.lover )"OU held oul to lhom, ."" inter­
.li«; when one cock leJi:, finding. rep1.cem.nl_moulb, rectum, anolber
eock_required mO'o;ng lh. h••d, lh.hip, lbe h.nd no more th.n.n ineh.
lhr« ineh....• Thi. se.n. i. deocril>ed .. ".ngro..ing," "ezh.lu.ling; "....­
.uring," .nd "very human: The ",~it....plaillS h"",' lh. m.n in thi. 'P'co
loo!< eMe of one anotn.r nol only by offering tleoh bul by p.rfonnin¡;.
eMe for tn. ..lf th.l .neomp.>5ed. ".>1 eMe for oth.,,_. delie.le .nd
lovin¡; ·being for othe,,'"

D.lmy fono",~ lhi. deocription I"'g<' 1.l<r ",ilh another rel.llin¡; of
poblic "". performmco•. On hi. fu>l vi.il to th. St Muk'. B.lho, De1.n)'
.neount..ed • ",..,Il-lit m... of por,..,n•. Lighling m.de • diff..en« in..,f.,.
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a. tn. pi." op<..tO<! ond" the eover of a prolecti'" darime...hat al..,
""pt th. m..uveoe.. ofth. ero...d >v.ibbl.. [o th;, re'peet h. comp.re.
th. pi." '0 Kaprow', "Eigbl«n H>ppeoing> io Si. Parto." In tn. more for­
nully th••trical happening, "no ooe ..., got to >e< th. ",hol." beca"".
insti.ulion. such ...ub...ay iohn., th. lrueb ¡=xO<! on th. CM.topber
Slre.. pi", pomo¡;r>plúe lhe.ters, and oth., io,titu.io"" of public.n ac­
commod>tO<! th••• perrorm;¡nce, by runiog .hem up, by nuking sure th>t
the whole W>JI di.toned, Jn .he blo< Iighl ofthe SI. "l>rx'. Balh'lOmething
"'... confirme<! d«ply for .he then twenty-yur-old budding >ei<oce-ficlion
",~it.r: "Whallhi, ..perieoce >aid "'.. th...b<re ...... popubtion_not
of iodividu.1 homosenl')" ..,me of ...hom now aud then enc""nt.,O<!, or
thal tbOl' enmunte" could b< humm .nd fulfilling in .heir w>y_ool of
hundred., not of th""..nd" but ",.h., of million. of g>y men, .nd th>t
hi,tory had, >eli",I)' and .Ire.dy, erealed for u• ...hole gall.,i<. of io,titu­
tion" good .nd bad,'o accommod>te our >e.,""

Thi. >ectioo of Motio" of úi"l i" 1V~k'r i. erili<¡ued by hi,lori.;¡n Joan
w.llach Scott, who oddly employ> tlll. memoir >JI m eLlmple of &lY hi.­
torr', reliance 00 unrecon.lructO<! n>ruliv.. of np.,i.nce, fixed id.nti.)"
md "the visuaL"" (U.. Dugg:m ha. already pointed out Ihe in>ppropri­
alen... of miling .ueh m ''lIum.nt on gay >ud ""b"", hi'lory ba>«l on
a wrilei. ooolietioo memoir,)" Seo" a"empls io h., artide lo I"'rti.;¡lI)'
reeml he< reading of Delmy, ret ohe u1.imat.ly f.iI. to mmpreb<nd th.
autbor'. projee!. Th. Kaprow pi.ce t.ugb. D.bey. v.lu;¡ble I...on abou.
the w>y in which publie cullure;, cut up tbrough.b< i""ti.u.ion. of the
nuiorit>ri.;¡n public .phere, Th< happ<niog tbemati..d viuoo to oh""" tb<
"'''Y' in ...hich viuoo i. eon..antly mmpromioed, Mo.1 ofDelmy'. memoir
narrat.. tbrough a Iúpro...ian unde"tmding oflhe ali'n>.ion .nd :«groen­
talion .hat ehaacteriu the real, Hi. momeol of >e<iog tbe ...hol. of pub­
Iie ... i,. ulopian break in the narr.tiv<_it i•• d"'ialion from .he t..t'.
dominanl mode of n>rulion, ?cblic ,.. cullure rev..led th...i,tence of
a queer world, md K.pro...', happ<ning ..plnne<! .he "'''Y' in whieh .ueh
u.opian vi.io"" ...ere mntinuo""ly di,lort.d, DeLmy ..pwn.lhat "the fir>t
apprehenJlk>n of ma><ed bodi«' ,ignal. a dire<t >en>e of politicil power,
Thi••pprehen.ion debuoX' domilunt ideolog)", duuet.,izatioo oí an.i­
normali...ub;eet-ciliu"" •• "ilOb.e<! perven.:" K.pro...', performance
md tbe pi." ",,,,re adjacen. Iuppening> .hat pre..n'e<! only .hades of the
...hol.; the blue ligbt of .he bathhou>e offere<! • gliml'" of utopi..

J lum to tlll. m.moir of the uni., .. th;, p>rtieubr moment beca"".
it ech<><> .he ongoing .ttaek on euitur« of "nI.1 di..idence lhat N....
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York Cily i. rurr.utly .....Ihering, lb. d=ooim rul. of nuyo' Rudolph
Giuli>ni ..... th. inotilulioo of • rolicy ,h.1 ",roo.d Ihe v..1 m.¡ority of
public.ex oul of Ih. e1ly. N l.""" d",e<! down moo! .dult boohlor..,
b...., movie Ih..te", peep oho ;ond p<rtornunce 'p.e.. ,h.1 f..lu",d
"xu.!1y ori.ol.d perform;oneo_ool only fem.!< .I'ipp<" .1 .I..igh' 1>...
bu' go-go bol" .1 quee, <1ub.. lb. e..ekdowo 00 public .ex ..... p;ul of
Giul"n.i's notonoWl "qu.!ity of lile e;unp.ign," 00... emied on uude, Ih.
nu).....hip of Mich.el Bloomb.rg. lb. venueo De1.O)' .mployed to "'"
"Ih. 1lUJI.e<! bodi... ,h.1 ugn.:le<! poIilic.l pow" h.ve beeom. 1wU.. md
h:ud.. to glimp«. Jo m;ony ....ro Ih. f"'gmeobtiou tlul ...ill elur.el.rize
Ihio N.... York Ci'y', cultu", of public ... ",ilI be f;u mo", ili.n.ling IbID
Il>.t de><:,ib.d io D.1.ny', ehrooid. of p",-Slon.....:l1 New Yor!<, Whil.
oo,nu'i.. middle-el.. b;.-cl> .nio)' • pom-f",. Mmluom, e1tizeo-
.ubjecl> wbo p.nicip io Ih. ",meo ecouorny of th••," indusI')' o"",'
'rren.oeo. I.vel of Iur meut ,h.1 ...,p..... eveo t1u1 exp<ri.nced b)'
olh......g....o,h...ueh t",.. veodo" .od tui dnve". Giuli>ni in..i-
lule<! • "'''S. of rolici.. tlul d;unped dowo 00 ,hu", profe..ioo... _11,
induslri.. Ih.., Iik. llut of .," wo,h.., .'" h.,,;ly popu1.'ed by people of
colo"

Jo ,h. 1.'e J99O< lim.. s<¡uMe .utered il> 1m pI>..< of ...h.. J IuIfiok­
ingly ,.JI "1.1. DiUl.yfie"ioo." "lID)' loc.:l .dult lnuioe.... "''''''', ;ond coo­
tiuue lo be, rep1.ee<! wilh mo'" corro"''' "'p",,,ut.tion, ...rh .. Dom.)'
.10"" .od Sbrouck. f..oehi"". Qu.." .od oth.. minon,.,;.o .ubjecl>
routiou.to be pWlh.d further inlo!he p'iv.te 'Ph."" D<lmy, in hi. u"",'
d • .,;c 'exl TI""" Squo", R,d, Tim<> Sq""", BlIl<", ti><ori>ed ",h.t h. r.:lb
"rout.el ,e1.tio",," •• opp"'e<! 'o n<lwoooog. D<I;ony'. ,h.,;. i•• lurid
md I"""",rful one: "Giveo Ih. modo of "pil.lhm uude, ""'ieh we Iive,
Iife i••t ~. mo" ",,,,...roiog, produetiv<, ;ond pl ol ...h.o Ih. g,..le.1
oumber uf peopl. uude"tmd, .pp",d.I., .od k out in..,d... rout.el
md rommunir>tioo coodurted io. modo of good ",i1l."" Delmy', wor!<
h.", u.,,, hi. ''P.n.oeo ... p.nielpm' io Tun.. Squ'''''' .11.=li,,,,
.rotic ecooomy of public.ex .. Ih. prim.ry eLlmpl. of ronbct ,e1.tioM.
lbrongh .oonymon. md ooo<>oonymow .oronuter.. lhe ",~iter exp..i­
.ored in.....ction. ,h.1 coo.lilul.d pow.rful ""'.-.." ;ond inl.,d... coo­
l.e!' lbe roning uf romm.,e1.1 "'% ruJ'u'" ...iIl .ff.rti,,,,ly ,ep1.ce Ih"".
,e1.tiorul ...i,h b.uir uelwooong. A ..li.n' eLlmpl. of u<l...oooog;ond!h.
o.... Tun.. Squ'''' i. ,h....bu,bm touriili ...bo...., <hutrl.d iolo ,h. city
in l;ug. 'on, bwes. Ou !he bu< Ih.y inl...rt .%<1u.i"'o/ ...ilh olh.. touri.1>
...ho Iuve d.rid.d lo ven'u", iolo Ih. big rity. lb"". louri.., migh, Ih.o
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bk. in. ohow_let o. ¡mt ...y it ¡, Di.n.y'o JIu: Lio" Kint.t. co'P""t.­
>J>OMOrod ..nue >oeh .. th. AmericID Airline> The....._IDd p<rIupo
SO oul fu, dinne, .1 ch.lin ,est.u"nts >och .. Appl.bee'> or Red Lob.ler.
lb.", touri.!> Iheu oop 0fI lbe bu> IDd ...., ...r.ly d.po.ite<! in th.i, >obur­
b;m hom••. lb. only con,.el 'hey h"" oot>ide of ,h.ir el....tral. i. with
...p,...nt"i'''. of ,h. ",,,,ico indo>lry ",ho I.>ke thei, ticket. o, o."" th.ir
me.k Thi. ¡, lhe new Tun•• Squ.re in po>l-Gioli;mi New York.

Jt ¡, '>p«t.1I)' di.to,bing )"'1 poli'ic.Uy .0b<rinS lo re.lir< llut th.
1TU)"Or'O ini'i..i.........opporte<! by l1Wl)' &1)' .ot.r>. U ... Dogg.;on h.ls ...­
cently d..cribed thi. ph<nomenOfl o. "",'"''",,'''olivit)''' Du¡;g;m', t.rm i.
me.nt to oucline th. rem.t in'o lbe pri,·... 'phere th.lt con>erv,..i,,, ho­
m""'....:I. h"" p.rticip..ed in, in ID .!fort lo ..>imible;md pem0p' pu,­
clus< o ",...t the I.>bl. ,lul righl-wing &lY pondits >och .. Bmee B.wer
IDd And..w SoIli,·.n long fo,," Such writen ...., the ITUjor .rchileet> of
th. &'Y p"gnuti.m 1 disru» in ch.lpte, l. The brger poinl ...,mole. with
ID ..riier th"",i".tion of"' .:1 o»imiblion. lb.ooo, Adorno, in ID e...y
..concly tr.ndoled .. ·Se .:I T.boo> .nd La", Toooy,' debunk> th. my-
thology of ",h.. he called ·",nuIlib.",'ion." Adorno ..pWrn th.. ",.u.1
libe",tion ¡, "me ... ilIo.ion":

Th;. Hlu""" ....... '''V'h.. ",,,h ,l>< pl><noro.non ",óolog .h._
""".... do-K,i1,." "",h ;" f."'rit. "pro""'" "'o'"!!,",,,o", tl>< ...".
""y "' """',h OOu'];oo'. ,odoty ovoocomo oh. pro""n", oh",,, hy m_

""p<","n& ,h. prolo..n". Rotoo.w ",,;'<y, """"h .. founJo.J "pon
th. oom;n"",o of "'"O< onJ "",", ""m••od J;'dpl;no. th. Jo/fo..
1'.....0'" pnndp" ,ho, ;. homúul ro ,"" ",mI< oth...00 ovoo ,h. pnn­
<;1'10 of oonun""", ,...lf, no 10"&,' ""o.h tl>< ""tnnchol <om""oo_
mo"t of .b.,;o.",., vupn"y,.OO <ho""y_ On ,h. <en'",)', ...w.!"y,
tumod 00 .nJ otr, ,ho"""loJ .00 "1'10"0.1 'n ,,,,,"<l... rom» by oh.

"'-'totW .00 <u1,u", ;odu".y, <001"""" ","h oh. P""'''' of""";P"­
lolion """fu .. ;';. ID"'rooJ, ,m'''ubo.w;"d.OO ..Jm;u'''"..·.! by
,..doty_ As long •• ,,,uol"y" b,oJl.d,;t ;, ,olo,,,"'¡."

Both Gioli.ni'. ;md Bloomb<rg'o &lY >opport h.l. eYerything to do with
th. ""y in wmeh ..>imib'ion¡'1 homo"'.u.I• ...., willing to ·tom off .nd
on' ,h.i, ......Ii,)·. Th. con'",el th.l, lbey h"" >i¡;ne<! on 'o d.mmd.
th.1 >no.:lity b< tomed on onl)' within lbe '¡'elle, of th. p,jy.le '1'h...,
in • d"m".. th.lt i. fu moooer th.ln lhe '¡'..JoWJ th.lt e",,,loped th.
tmek> on Chri.loph.. St,«t in o pr<-S'onew.:ll 1%0. lh....imibtioni>l
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hom""'....:I. who b>chd Giul"ni .nd Nck Bloomberg ..... ""....1pro­
1.t."i.1 th.t h.. l>e<n .w.pt into!he con",,,,,,ti,,, populi.m so I""",,,fully
duract.rizing th;" mom.nt, domin.>ted .. il i. by n.oIib<r.:li.m .nd, 1'00'"
'p«ifie.lly, gal' P"'lI""'ti>rn. lh. contract they h.", .igned i. oo. of W<.
fotority. IUth<r tNo im"sring in child...n, Ihe¡' in.." in m ••omil.ltion
tNI ;" fu,,,,,, o",r th. r>iobow.

Doring "'. panico .ueh •• !he correot one, it ....,IIIJI ."",c"Uy importIDt
to .""ct • critid.m th.. accompli,h... few t••u A. K.prow'. Iupp<oing<
md D.l.>ny·. m.moi, did, "''' crud.:lly o.NI to m.p 00' ...p,...ioo, ou,
f"'gmenlation, .nd 00' .Ii.""tion-lhe""r> in ""hich th••t..e d"". not
p<rmil m to "l' "th. whole of ou, m.l..... lt i, .:1", important lo practico
• crilici.m th.t en.>bl.. m lo cut through lhe insritution.o1 .nd legid.lti,,,
barr"" th.t outl.>w cont,,1 ...blion. and ohocu... g1imp... uf tb. ""hole.
Th... gliml""" and mom.o" of conbct Iu,,,. decidedly utop"n fonc­
tion tlul p.rmi" u. lo im.gin••nd potenli.l1y m.lke • qu"", world. Such
• critici>rn woold wo,k by .l1owing u. to ."" ·tb. futu... in tb. p.....ot..

C. L. R. Jam•• enlitled h;" fi,,1 volume of coU.cted ""riling JIu: Furu"
j" tire PnstOll. Thi. titl. ri/f. on.n "p<ct of Heg.l"n di.leclin .u¡;¡;e.ling
tlullh• .tIirnutioo mowo .. th. futu... i. eonlained within ilo neg.>tion,
th. pre..nt [o J="'. cNutho...d F.úng R,~lif}', • dorum.nt th.t h..
b..o d.ocribed ... d ...ic uf th. Am<ricm len, h. >rgu" tlul ••oci.:l­
i,t future could b< g1imp..d by ob..rving worh, inter.ction IDd .oc"l­
ity ",ithin th. 'Pac. of th. indu,trnli..d f.ctoe¡'. Fu,th.rmo,e, h. upl.>iOJl
tlul the .hop rloo, Wil••n actu.:lly ..i.ting soci.li,t ,..lity io lhe p,...nt.
Hi. m""t .triking proof fo, Ihi. th••;" coo.id." !he c... of ID .nooymoWl
wo,ke,.t ID unn.>med f.ctory: "In on. de¡=tm.nt of. cert.in plant in
th. U.S. !he ... i•• worl<er ""ho i. phr>icil1y ioe.p.ble of carrying out hi.
duti... But h. i, • nun with wife .nd child,en and hi. condilion i. du. to
th. >train of previou. wo,k io th. plan!. lh. worl«" h... organired th.i,
wo,k so tlut fu, t.o j"m he h.. lud practic.l1y nothing to do."" J.m••
look> to thi, situ.tion and othm lik. it throughoot !he world ...nmpl..
of m .I....dy ..i.ting oocWi.t pre><:nt oulOOe of th. bu....ucr>cy llut w..
tb. E..t.m Bloc. Jam•• >rgu" th.t "th. fond.menW la.k ;" to ...cogni..
tb. wcWi,1 soci.ty md recoro th. faels of ils ..i.t.oee"; thu., !he oc<n..
h. d.ocribe. >re lo be ...ad .. "outpost. of • oew >oei<ly.""

Thi. ideo in J>m", tlll. nolion of the futu,e in !he pre><:nt, i. mmi­
fe,led through hi. posr-Tro"kli" worl<eri>rn, which h•• be.n critiqu.d
""idely. Tod.y ~ ;" "'Y lo di>rni...n int.llectu.1 romanliciution of 1.>­
bo'. Two ofJam.... 1'00" f.mom coll.>bo"'to.. d.ooun«d thi, notion ..
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d.lo.ion.1 and n.ive. Com.lio. C.,loriodi. (,",'ho eonl,iboled to lh. mn.
book ondor one of hi. p.n n>me>, I'i."" Ch.olieo) 1= coonl.red J.me'"
d,,;nu by ..pl>injng tlu.t·~ is not diffirull lo ondersl.nd lh.l if rodili..

ooc:iety .Ire>dy ..i.led p«>ple woold!»ve noliced it:~. Oo""Y""'''')'''
...he foonded th. John.on-fure.l Tend.ney in Ameri«n M>ni.m ...ilh
J.m••, .l.ted tlu.t "the mm who un wril. ']j i••S'...d llu.l lhe socWi.l
ooc:iety ru.... n«d n..,,, f.c. reilily.... Th....re h:udl word. f,cm .lli••
and friend>. Yet, d..pile the.. drnming eritiqo.., l.m .li1l dt>wn to thi.
id•• in J>m<> .nd ~••mplu.si. on th. beto,y ",orU" puticol>,ly its fr>m­
ing of lhe lO<i.1 p<rformor .. rom.lhing more thID • cog. 1 eontend th>l
J.mes'. di>leclic ulopi.ru.m is not WI.I... jnro!'>, •• it h.11" u. im.gin.
lh. haure wi!hoot .bandoning the presenl. J>me" formubtion wo,ks ..
• refunetioned utopionhm tlu.t i. prediut.d on • eritic¡o. of the p,...nt.
1 Ulgg••l th.t lh. re.ding pr>etice th.t J>me> de>erib.. help. O> re.d lh•
...orld-m.king potenli.liti•• mnl,,;ned in the p<rfornune<> of minoritu­
ion dti..n-Ulbjects who mnl",l!he m';o,i",;", puhlie .phere."

1 ose th. torm ",¡""rit.lri.n lo ind"" drizen-Ulbj«l....ho, do. to .nug­
onísm....~hin lh. >oc;,,] Ulch., t>Ce, e);o.., and "',.re deb>sed ...ilhin
lh. m;o;Orit..ian peblic 'l'h.re. lh. rem;oinde, of tbi. eh.pte, eonUd""
p<rfo,nunc.. th>t 1 describ... ono,) >v.nt-g.udist.ctl ...hOl' ideologi­
u1 proj.et..... hoth anlinorm.live and eritic.1 of lh••l.te. Minorit.rion
p<rfo,nun«_p<rformIDe<> boIh th..tri«1 .nd qootidi>n_t.-.mporl.
o• .c'OI' ')mhelic 'p.c., jn..rling o. iu • ml.rminoo. lim....h.n we ...il­
n... new ro,m;otion....ilhin lh. pre..nl and the fulure. lh. ml.rminoo.
l.mpor.lity of .ueh p<rformanee .xi... wilhin lh. futor. md !he pre..nl,
,urp>.sing rel'g>tion lo on. tempot>lity (th. p,...nl) .nd iu'isting on lh.
minon..rian .ubject'••t.lo••• wo,id-hi..oriul .nlily. lh••1.S' and lhe
..re.l, like lh••hep 1100r, .re ,-.no.. ror I"'rformmce. lh.l .Jlow the 'pec­
..lo, >cee.. to minoriurion lifeworldJIllu.l ru.., impo'lmd)' .nd di.lecli­
e.JI)', wilhin lhe fulure and lh. p,...nt. J.me'" ...o,keri.l lh<e>ry .11""", WI
lo lhink of the minorit.rian I"'rformor ......o,ke, .nd the performance
of queer ...orld-m;oking ••• mode oflilio,. lh",. p<rfomunce••re thu.
outpo.!> of .n .eto.Jly «i.ling qu«, future ru..ing in th. pre..nt.

Magie Touehes: Que«, of Colo.- ami Alternali.. Economies

R<>e.rch 1= l>k.n m. lo J.cbon Heigh.., Q¡.,,,,,,.. Thore 1"i.iled and 1"'­
lroni..d lh. no...-do.ed M.gie Tooch, • bu ...h"", n>me l.isn.Jed • modo
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of eonbet bet....en .ex ""00,,, ."d conoum." th.>.t CID potent;'lIy be de­
mibed •• interd... IDd intelTilce eont.et. N. th. dock tid" md lhe world
of N.... York'. culture of publie ... bce...tinelion, I h.>.", m..J•• point of
.oaing up .. mueh ofil >JI po.oíbl•. lhi:ll>u eert.inly did not eompue to
th. ilIidl orgy on th. pier.lh.>.t Delmy ehronided, Yot it "'... "'ry dilfer­
ent from oimi!.r ..nu.. in th. dty, .ueh >JI th. G,;.ty in !>lmh.>.nm.

lh. G.iety W>JI one of the 1••1 .urviving S'Y hurle>qu, roo"",, in N....
York Gty. Adeude.go il hub ofhw;tling ."d public ....eti,'ity. P.-
tro"" ""u1d not only inte"let ith th. perform..., .....0 ...ere .Jw'YS "",;1-
.ble fOl' priv.te .h""", bul """. e<ttl>lI)' intere..ed in tho.. >itring nnl to
th.m, AH ooft:! of .., would h.>.ppen in thi. venu• ."d othe.. lik. il, in­

duding th••imi!.rly d.funel Ero. lhe>ter .nd th. Showp>l>ce. lh. G,i­
ety mm;¡god lo .t>y in bu>ine.. longer lh.>.n it> eohorl by .dopting "",n)'
of lb••t.le. poIkie. before the .bte ;octu.Uy imtituted th.m. P.tro"" ...ere
not .Il"",-ed ."ywhere ne>r performer<, perform.rs were .lrktly foroidd.n
from negoli.ling priV>.te mow., .nd >ecurity guud. p.troll.d th••iol..
md m.d••ure th.t p.tron. did no! toueh one .nother. lhe performers
...ere .lmost eulu.i..ly whit•. AlI th. d."cers ere coovenlion.Uy .tt..e-
ti",."d extremely "",11 mu.ded. !>loo! were b d in ülUd.,lrn.ling to
th. G.iety once. month to hu.de on th. >ide."d .lrip on "'S., lh...
body t)1'" hold • po...erful .pot in tbe erotic inugin.lion of m';n.lreun
hom=m.:!ity, [h".. d..eribec! lhi. phenom.non .he...here .. lbe "dom­
ilUnt imprint" th>t org;oni= m.in..re.m d..i... in US, g>y rulture." L>ter
in tlU. book [ menlion the w.y in hkh tramgender performer K.vin Avi-
me< figur>tively IDd Iiler.:!I)' ri hove tlU. perva.i'" bodily mode. Th.
domin."l imprint i. a blueprint of ga)' m.le <le>ire ."d de.irability th>t
i. unmarhd and tho. uni.....lly white, P.trou., Iike d..iring oubj.ets in
"",in.mun S')' eullure, e." n.ver toueh the", bo)~ unle"" they negoti.t.
a pri,..te .how in the >dj.cenlloung< .re>. A priv.te .how ""eras.. aOOot
two hondred dol!.... (Internet .ite.lh.>.t diKO" hu..linS from. eon.um­
er'o pe"peeti'" eomplain of the dancers' Iimiled .."",1 reperloi..., T...o
hundred dollars e." g<ne"llly huy. p.lron. "po>ing iliow; in which.
tlexing hu..ler off... mootly "';"'.1 pl•••ure to lhe often frm!rat.d ... con­
.umer.)" The dmcers' in>ece.oíbility .nd d<.irability are. eombin>tion of
eonlr>dietory attribut.. recognizable in lhe dominanl imprint. T>1I, blond
...hile boyo ...ith puluting mwde....ho Nrely d.nce are in....d objects
to b. d..ired from af.. md engased only in priv.t., thu. eonformin¡; to
a culture of .," worl< th>t «n b. eh>ncleriud a. prinurily being aOOut
priv.lized n.t""oong relations.
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lb"e lo''' no .uch pOOcing.t the Jl.L>gic Touch, lb••holo' lo'" run lik.
a con'",l th...:. ",ffl. select.d judg'" fOl' coml"'lition. and conlesL>nlo
"'..,.. iudg«! on • ""'se of an,ibut••• which included l>oth dancing .nd
pliJ"ic.Japp..",ne<. Wlie.... ,lie Gai"y', perfonn.rs "'..,.. mo.tly ""hile.
th. M.gic Toucli'. ",..,re mO'ltly L.'ino and Afric>n Am.rican. Sine< th.
Magic Touch "'... on. of only. felo' n.ighborhood gay b.rs in Qu«ns,
oom. I••mano and u'aight ""m.n lo'ould al.o mow up, lbe bu'. cli.n­
t.l••too<! in m..rp contra.l to th. Gai<ty'" ,Ii. Gaiel)' lo'" p..dominanlly
populat.d by wliit. m.n .nd tou,i.lo from Eumpe and Ea.l A.i•• lo'her..,
th...d.1 diversity 1.ncoun'e....J at lli. Jl.L>gic Touch continues lo .u'l='
any 1!>.ve ...n .t oth" say club..

Filipino queerul ..t nen to olde, wliit. <udd)' ')pe' lo'lio "'..,.. Km..
th. N' from be.pe'-wielding L>tino hu.tI." lo'ho ...med to know th.
group ofbl.ck m.n clu,te,ed amund lli. juhbo., Sorn. rol\;. we .. M.n­
han.nit•• bmins the ouler boroughs; others h>iled fmm .ven de.pe,
in Qu••n., lb. !""fonn." c>me ou, in uniro'lfIJI_milituy ga'b, 100,,­
fitting hip-hop f..hions, .nug-fitting say club lo'.... blue-colla, fUnnel
d..g_and .tripped to • G-uring, lbey "'..,.. iml.;¡ntly di"lLl.llified if th.y
mOlo'ed anything th.. miglil be tucL-M insid.lli. G·.lring. lbei, dIDcing
"yles vuied: som.let ,h.i, bodi•• do.1I tb. ""rk; o,lier boj" lo'e.. quite
ocrob.a'ic. Hip-liop danco mo.... domiu.ted th. pe,fonnm' roulin••. lb.
m",..,menl> "'..,.. often d••cribed a. a higlily •.,u.:liud b...k dancing. A.
ooon .. th. con'",l lo''' over IDd ,h. lo'inne, "'... c,owned, tb. boyo would
mingl. with ,Ii. audi.nco ro, ID hou, ol >O. T,p' "'..,...tuti'ed in bildni,
and boot., de.;' were brok...d. conversation, emued.

lb. dancon .t th. G.iety did no' , ..m lo tili a. much ple••u.. in
th. dancing. In'le.d, mo" would .lrut .round tb. "ag<. During an)' on•
•IiOlo' a <uncer .t th. Gai.ty would <Unce 'o 'lo'O consecu'i,.., oong•. lb.
mu,;c lo''' .Imo,l ••du.i,..,ly cont.mpo.-.ry POI' During th. fint .ons th.
danco, ""u1d !""fonn a .triple... lo bi. ;..ek o, und.,,,,..,u. He lo'ould
th.n lo'.Jk Nclrst.se, and th"e lo'ould be. minute o, two ""h.n ,lie .udi­
.nce aou:iouoly .",ai,ed tb. <Unce,. n." 'ppe..ance. During lhi. P"'''.
th. <Unce, "'... g.tting ...et o,, a. il i. Xnown in th. prof.,..¡o.w I.,icon,
"fluffed,· lb. "<et dance, lo'" grffied by. round of applau.. lo'hen h•
...merged from bKlrsbs<. Sometimes th. dance, lo'ould ha,.., 'i.d a rub­
be, band o, • cocX 'ing .round th. b.a.. ofhi. peni. to all"",' him to main­
tain h¡, "ection. linl.longe,. Bu' mo.. oft.n ,han no! the "ection h.d
fad.d by ,h. middl. of thi. second numb.,. A di'play of nudity lo'ould
ha,.., cl"",d dOlo'n th. Magic Touch. In fact, il> dancon had to lo'''' mo..



Muñoz, Jos? Esteban. Cruising Utopia : The Then and There of Queer Futurity.
New York, NY, USA: NYU Press, 2009. p 72.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/unalbog/Doc?id=10425196&ppg=72

Copyright © 2009. NYU Press. All rights reserved. 
May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted
under U.S. or applicable copyright law.
 

25/04/2011 Cruising Utopia : The Then and Ther…

…unal.edu.co:2127/…/docPrint.action… 30/40

th.m • G-..nng .inee tI>< lOning J..... prohibited fem.:le go-go d."con."d
nule dmce" from we.'ing ."ything as r"".:Iing .. bikini., A f.... tople..
dmco b= throughout "'l>nhinID surviyed by ..,,,,,,ling m S in front of
th. w",d '''1'1... on th<i, .igns, ...lUch n"", re>d "Stople.. D.ncing." lb.
·.topl.... d."con ""u1d poI. dmco while w«'ing T-shirts. Most of th.
nule go-go d."..n ,.0....thl.tic .hort••• th.y ...h.ar><d th.ir mo"'. on
'''ge. A1though tI>< 'lripp<n.t the M.gic Toueh were un.ble to tm it
.11 otr, th. cu"omor "'....ble to achi"" phy>ieal cont.et wh.n tipping hi.
dmcor of ,hote•. lhe Gaiety'. mtiJI.ptic lounge hid • rough «Joi,'a1.nt
in th. M.gie Touch'. ironic.:lly titled VlP loun!\,. lhe VIP acto-
.l1y th. hit', b.,em.nt, It inc1ud.d. pool labl• ."d .over.:l pi of "'n-
d"",n ...iáe, fumitu... ."d whit. pl.,lic picnic eh,,; lb. eontaet .nact.d
bet",,,.n dme../'tnpper md 'peelato,/john 1><... "' much mo... taetil.
md int.n•• thin ...h.t h.pp.nod op.t";...

One of my friendo, .n mthropologi.. ,.ho ",ur!<. ,.ilb S.-)' Filipino m.n
in N.,.. yo,k City, ",uold ...f.. to lbe M.Sic Touch., th. "T..gic Tooeh,'
lbi,,.... nicmam. giv.n to th. b.,- by .omeJacbon H.igh¡, loc,).. lb.
tr.gic in tlU, ...",~iling of th blishmenú name "'.., m.mt to po"" fon
.t th. p.th"" of th. ho.lIor-john J.tio",hip_th. m>nn.. in hteh oIde,
men I"'Y l"ung.. h",tle". From the ""nt.ge point of1"oth, ,. n ele.r!)'
''''' th. I"'tho. of thi....lalion,hip. r.t I ,.."t to suU••t th.t it iJI • p.th""
thit ond.rginh tI>< .gei.m md, fo, lack of • bener ",u,d, 1""1d",, of .:11
gay nule .rolic ..""omi••. From y...noth.. pe"l'.cti''', ",,, ..n ... thi.
,e1>tion!hip .....m.thing .1.., molh.. OO,nut",n: tlU...onomy of ho.-
tler-;"hn i• ." ,)t.""'ti'" ..""omy in whieh n••h, ple..u , .nd mon.)'
meet ond.. oot1>w cirro""'t.n«.. lhiJI ..onomy ...h th. ,t.nJaro-
i.o<! root•• in ...hieh helerono"""ti", late "'pit.li.m nund.le. nelwo,k­
ing re1>tio", of ••• fo, money. ru. «onom)' "'p.....nt....Iling of ...
fo, mon.y thit d"". not confo,m to tI>< c"'po",te Amen..n ",.t..de .1­
"'''Y' on di'p1>y fo, u. vi. m.dio .d"'rti.ing culture md oidor in,tit"'",,,,
.uch >JI h.t.ros.xu,) mmi.!\" lh. ho,d..-;"hn ...Iation.hip represenu.
thr«t lo the.. ",h.. n.tur.:lized performmeo. of fo, money, in I"'rt
be<.o.. it promotes cont",t bet",,,.n r«'ple of dilfe nt ela.. md r..iol
background., At th. "'I>gic Toueh I OOond men of .:11 eolo" ...lating lo
on••noth.., forming hondo, ."d I ..,.. thi. in nu.., I glimp.o<! • ,.hol.
thit i. di"' ."d invigo..ting in il> «I.ctic n.ture. Som. men eam. fo,
..-oyrun'tic pl u ..., ...m. eam.to meet oth.. m.n who "'''''' .peet.to",
md oth." eam. to particip.t. in lbe .ge-oId ..onomy of hustler .nd

joon_.n "'''''' performing ""t1>w ..ru>lity, lh'lOning l'giJl1>ti"" .110....
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.uch ....bliohmeot> to fonaion only in indwtri>li..d 'l"'e.. f., >W'y
from public t..nspon.tion .nd othe. b.wne..... whe... m.n ",ho bra,,,
th• .., industri.>Ii,N ron.. eocoun'e. f>. gre.'e. risi. of g;oy b.shing .nd
robb<ry.

Sticke.ing the Future

Th. plira.., "lI'ho.., qu.lity of life?" «uglll my ')'" Som.eone h.d print.d
thi< lino on ••Iid•• >ll>ehed lo ••t,.., .ign oe>. my hom•. lh....t of
th. ten ".d, "JI"o. be.utiful d.y., .. 'Crime i< do",,,.' Polie< brubli'y i.
up.... Wh...re )"u doing out>ide?" Th. >tick•• "'....igned by. Mick.)·
Mou.., h.:od with!he l."... "f.t.m" ,up<riml""'d oyer il. T.n bel"", th.
moWl. imigni.> ''Pbined ,h.llh. KroOyrn .tood fo. "f•., th. m.yo."
Th. m';n t... i•• bk.otf of ABe n.t>.".k·••d c>JIIp.ign .ocou..g;ng
"';.",,,n to .it.t home .nd ",.leh lV d..pi'e. mnny d.y ouuide, J ble •
• ncounle ...d ;onolheroticker, ,hi. on••howing.u im.ge of t",,, ""hite m.n
in b...b.1l «1'" with th.iz.rmJI uound e>eh oIher. Th. men ...p.....,nt.d
th. cont.mporal)' ""hit. g.y m.:le don., the ')'P' th>t popuL.t•• cen';n
n.ighhorhoodo in m.ljo' U.S. citie...uch >JI New Yo.k·. Chel..,. o. Lo.
Angel.... W... HoUp"uod. Th••• im.lg<' did no! .epz• ..,ol th. dominm'
imprin' but did "..,mbl•• look org>ni..d IDd fomun.d by lh. d..i...
th.. i. th. domin;onl impzint, The t..t .e>d, "C.n "''' .tfo.d to b< norm.:l1·
Jl<lo"" the photo 1 foun<! ""h.... fint slme< .pp<....d lo be ,h. loso of
e0'PO..t. m.g.ch.in ,tor.lh. G.p, But in"••d ic 'l"'U.d ou, G-A-Y, A
dog>n 11mked th. f.,o corporate in.igni., re.dios. ·H....ononn.tivity.
F.ll into ,h. tap" 1und."lood ,hi< ,ticke. lo b< ."""i.t.d wi,h th. P"'­
"';ou. one wheo llo«ted tbe um. f"",ili., mon.., h••d in th. eom... Thi.
time tbe .erooyrn "'>JI diIR.eol_it d ".,h,q.: whieh ,lood fo. ",..i..
th. h.t.ro..,m.:li".tion of queem J beg;on 'o inqui..... to lhe .u!ho.-
.hip of ,h• .., inspire<! litrl. >tick md 0000 taced ,h.m 'o • group of
young .etivi.t. in New Yo.k City who h>d bunebed ID imp i'" .ticker-
ing/whe>lp>JItiog c.mp.ign .g>imt then-m.yo. Giuli."ú di eli",.. lh.
group ",o.ked with !he .etivi.. eollectiye S.. Pmic fo•• 'ime bu' b<e"",.
di<ilIu.ion.d wilh th.. group·. in;¡bili,y to ineorpo..te quemon. of g.n­
d.., ..ce,.ud .ge into ilo critiqu. of ..... censorohip ;ond homophobi.1.
Th. gronp ¡"" refu..,d to n.m. i,..,lf, in ;on .n.mpl 'o ...m';n • ",ooong
eoU.eli,,, .ud oo..l.p lh. e...nti.>lizing .tfect> th>t ocru. ""h.n • group
id.ntity i••doplN, At tim•• ,h. g'oup .mploy lh••crooyrn "L..g.: which
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·tmd. fu, ·f.minist .elion group: Al olbe, 'ime. it 'pproprl>te. th. n;un.
of the ...bumm his'> :«:hool group th...li whit., middle-cL... offid.l. "'p­
port, SADD (.tud<nt••g>imt drunk driving), r.rigniJYing th.t ><ronyrn
to m.m .....elivi.t••g>imt d.moniwion: lh. only ,on,t""t gr.phic
th. group ",binJI in it. gumill, po.tu'ing .nd >lickoring i. lh. outlin.
of. Mickoy MoWl' h..d, ...hich i. me>nt lo "'pr<>enl N...· York'. omi­
nou. Big Brolhe,. [n lbe group '••eli,';'t ...l.m.nt_••in. litled SwoU-­

YO"' Pri.u_m.mbe" upL.in, '",.. cOOo'" lo do. >lickoring/wh..tl"'>I­
ing c.ml"'ign b<c.u.. ,h.", >te • 101 of .p«i.1 ('<'u lo ,hi. kind of m.­
di.. Fi"t, iú r..Uy ch..p. ~eond, il ",,,hes. dilferon' ,udi.ne< th>n
th. oth<, option. ,lu.l...., v.guely .ceo.riblo: Intem.t, g:oy """,klies, .nd
.ometim", biggor ne....p'pe", it'. r"U)'l",;o1, People ... the >lulf on th•
•t,eel.nd in ,h. cil)·. JI i. not Iimi'ed 'o people who h>,.. comput." o,
'e>d th. n''''~p'per ,egubrly_wbich me"", youngor people .nd poo,e,
peopl.:"lhi' ¡;mup h>••nempt.d nol to "'pli«.. th. mi,t.k", of olbe,
impon.nt "tivi.t. group< .uch., ~% p.rue, Ael-Up,."d Quee, N..ion.
Jb gu.rrilb «mp.ign h...tt.mpled to im'gin. ;md .n"l. modo of quee,
publicity th>t is «Iibale<! lo be ""ponJIi\'e to mod.:!iti", of dilf..enco th.,
indud. "'c<, d..., g.nde" ."d .nu.lity. lhe young .<ti,';'u' irulistenco
on." int.gr,ted .nd inter5<Ction.:! qu... criliqu. cm be di1c.med if "'..
conrid....ticker ,h.. ",.d., "1 Nu!h."'TI Willi>m.: Willi..nJI is. )'Oung
H[V-poriti'" Africm Am.rk.n m." who ¡". b<en ..-reued fu, eng'ging
in unpro..eled .... H. b<cam•• contempo"'')' Typhoid M;uy •• "''''''­
tion>li..d medi. ,eporting con.truct.d him •• th. ultim... AlDS p,ed.­
tor.lh. ¡;mup'. interv.n'ion in thi. , ... """•• diffirult .nd n.ky mo",. lt
i, ind..d, compln mo,.. 'o id.n'ify with ",m.on. who, 'hoogh nol b.­
h.ving in • con",n'ion>lly ..ru;olly ro.ponrible f.,hion, """', nonetheh.,
not th. aci>lized monlle' con>lruct.d by th. medi" ..porling.

Th. ,tieke" funelion •• performing objocu ina>mueh .. they wlicit
• "'>pon", from .('<el.toro. Som.tim•• ('<ople .ttempt to rip th••tiá­
." down;.t othor tim•• ('<ople w,it. directly on th••tiáero. lh••tick­
." ,hem..I,... th.n becom. furums fo, publk d.Nt., wh.", p<opl. work
through pr"";ng oocW i..u•• in. 'p.c. ''''>y from the corrupt medJ.li..d
nujoribri>n public .ph.",. Th. p<rform;meo. tlu.l th••tiáero d.nund
from vie"",ro open ,h. po.ribility of critic.llhinking md int."..ntion;
th.y encou"'ge lucidity .nd polilk.:! .elion. Th.y .re ",li. th., d.nund,
in th. tadi'ion of Afrie>n AmericID vem.cuw culture, • ""pon><. lh. "'­
'pon", i••omelim.. ID oulpouring of u.t. idoology, ret .1 oIhor lim.. th.
''''pon....re g1imp"" of m .ctu.lly ..i.tin¡; quee, fu'u", in lbe p..",nl."
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One .lieL·"" in p.rlicuL.r offe" m imporl.,.,l criliqoe of th. pre..nt
th.l .ign.;ol, th. coming of. n.... momenl of qoeer .eti,;.m:rnd poblic­
ity. Doring Giuli.ni'. nuyoral reign, W••hington Squ... "'.. on. of hi. pet
project•. H. fi"l incre.oed polieo pre..nco .1 th. pHi< to trul)' milit.,i.­
tic proportions. lh. enlire 'P"" ofth. I"'rI< "'.. md ,til! i. blweled by
.llu,t. doz<n or '" polieo ollic"" .l.n)· given moment, A I.rg. polieo
t"i1., w.. I"'rI<od nen lo the p.,t, :rnd ~ h.. b<com. comnund contraL
I c:rnno! coont th. tim.. over th. p"" ili y..... th.ll h.v••tood ",itn .
to tb."", o, foor po~eo olli«,.. jomping on on. homol... drug dul .
(Wh.n 1",rit. "drug de.l.' h.re, 1 m.m hom.I m.n ",ho hu.tI. tin)'
"dim. Ng>" of mmjo.,.,.. ) lhi. policing h••• ne t«:hnologic.l dim.n-
.ion be",u.. the pHi< ¡, now complet.ly «""red by "ideo cam.ra. th..t
record e"'rything luppening iMide or nu, W..lUngton Sqo..., lh. I"'rI<
i, corrently th. m",l .uryeilled public '1"'« in the dty. A we.k or '" .tier
th... cam.,.. fu.l .ppe.,ed, I noticod th. moo•• h••d '&lin, lhis timo
th••cronym re.d ·w,b.w,," which .tood foc """.re b<ing mtehed." An­
oth., .ticker soon follo...«I. lt lud • grut dul more t.xl: ·Smil.!: roo
.re on d=d Circoil TeI..;.ion. lh. NYPD .1", in,l.:tlod rur...iIl:rneo
cam.ra. in W••hington Squ;¡re P.,k. In our public oro.,., .p..,•• we .re
" ..lchod .nd h......e<J by:rn incre••ingly brubl polico forc., lhe o.. of
"'le-..netion.d viol.neo '&lin.t qo«", yooth, p""pl. of color :rnd th.
homele.. in .n .ffo,t lo 'd•.,.,-op' lhi. city mu.l "01' Gioli:rnú 'qu;¡lit)· of
Iife' c.ml"'ign i. d'i,;ng o. oul of the pL.co> where "" h... .Jw'YS hong
oot: lh••tic"", fonction. , •• mede of politlcol pe,bgogy th.t int.nd. to
publici.. the ...le. mKlUn.tion. of p"""r. Whil. tochnologi•• of .on-eil­
L.n« coloni.. ,ymbolic .p..,., the .nonyrnoWl perfomun« of ..ick.ring
conl..1J tlul relerritori.:ti...tion md inugin.. :rnother mom.nl: , timo .nd

pi". ouIJide lh....t" dectroni< .)", lhi, worl<ing coll.<:live ¡, mtching
th. " ..l,h., .nd providing. mu,h-n..dod coont.epoblicity lo the .ut"
power. In this ...oc' ",• .1", g1imp.. :rn .,..nt-&l'di" "',0.1 perfocmmee,
...hich ¡, lo uy. p.cfomun« th.t en;¡el>. critiqo. of "',0.1 nocm.liviti••
• Uo,,;ng o. to b<.....~n... to. new focnution,. futore in th. p,...nt.

Mourning tluough Militancy: Matthew Shepard and üthe"

lh. point of ing the ",hol. of ou, nuJI'" did not b<com••.Iient for
me unlill witn od • tMoretic,1 focmoL.tion on th••tc«IJ ofN.... Yor!<,
in the focm of :rn oprising tlut w.. pot down ...ilh brut.l forc. by th.
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N.,.. York City Poli" DepHtm.nt. The polidng of Ihi. upri.ing ",orhd
>O th•• the m;¡."'" ",ould b. u""ble to ... lbe ""hol•. I>l>tthe"" Shepnd
"'... m·.gely b..len, bound to. fenco,;md 1.11 to di. on. Wyoming r",d
in tb. f.1I of 1998. The rulion.l.nen.ion thio murder re«Md w>•••ur­
pri•• for m;ony .cti,;.t•. Qu." ..tivi.t. in Now York City were very .",..re
of lbe bet th>., ",hile erim. w.. ,upp"'.dly do""n und" the Giuli.ru re­
gim., ,;ol.nee .g;oimt g.yo .nd le.h"'" "'.. on th. inere.... ln 1998 I...t.
enm. viol.nce lud incr•...d by 8 percenl.& W.:!king through tbe E..t
or Wesl Vill>ge, Chel... , Brookll·n, or n.ighhoroooo. in Queeu" qu..,..
h"" becom. ,,,rr ..cusrom.d to •..,ing po.t... ",ith tbe pictu..... of som.
queer p<rwn, oli.n. qu..,r penon of color, lo'ho h.. b..n murder<d or
h.. "di..pp<.red" in N.... Yor!<. W• ..., .imil>r p"'t... w>ming u. of o.her
predllors ",ho prel· on our eommunity, 1I lo''' Sh"l'",d'. t.legenic b« t1ut
.ecorec! .101 of me<!i••nenlion. Hi. ·I~ition.:l·good look. echoed eer­
t.in ..pecls of • dom;,,,,nt impnnl, md th>. corninly h.lp.d him b.eom•
• tbg th.1 nuny peopl. eould r.1Ir ",ound. M""y of th••ctivi.ls ...ho
.how<d up fur th. I>bnh.... Sh.p>rd politic.:! funerillbe n.xl d.y under­
.tood .lu.t if Shep>rd h>d not been • prenr lo'hite boy, .here would h""
been no .ueh ou.e')'. W. none.hel.....ized th. momen' .nd took '0 th•
•tr«t., no' only fur Sh.p>rd hut for th. munt1e.. ",om.n ;ond m.n of .:!I
colo.. ""ho lu.w rurviwd ""d not .urvi,,,d queer violence on th••tr«l>
of Now York City .nd .helo'here,

Th. offid.1 ><iv;onee estim.le fur th;, vigil "'.. fi,,, hundred people;
oth" eslinutes .uUesl th.1 tive .hou..nd '¡'"",,,d up, Th. N.... Yor!< Ci'l·
Poliee D<¡=tmenl ""pond.d.o tbe outpounng of .ctivi,m by «Iling in
th. troops. M=bers dunng thi. rebe1lion .n.mpt.d to t.ke to th••tr«l>,
bu••h. poIi« in,isred th>••ru. """,.i,,, group ",.:!k .zdu'iwly on th••id.­
",..Ik. A ruptore e>m., .nd people ,urg<d onlo th••!reet>, Viol.n« .n­
.uec!, ho.... were brought ou., billy club. ",,,re hr:mdi.he<!, .etivi.!> ",,,re
pu.bed .nd knocked down. Th. prot••t '. m;¡roluk, it> 1• ..Jership, ",,,re th.
ti..t peopl••",,"ed, 1"lo' fri.ndJI t.ken .w'l·, l",de<! on MTA hu><. com­
m;¡ndeered by the poliee, M;ony peopl. on ;onliviral drug< mi.",d do..g••
md n.l<ed huilding up immunilr'o lbe.. preciou. drug<, My friend D.vid
"'... not pl;mning lo b. ."".Ied, bul h. lo''' nonethel= r>ndomiy picked
out of lbe er"",·d ""d "k.n.o centr.:! booking. Ano.her fri.nd, Rebecco,
m,ided :lITe" bu. h>d • d= ,.r! .l1er m. "'...howd by • eop, her vigil
e;ondle 'l'iIling lo':U on .noth" offi"r lo'ho turne<! .ngrily lo h,,_in fen
.he .pologi..d profusely, hoping not be uken in. M",I peopl. h..J not
plmne<! to b. ",re"ec!; .ru. lo''' rupposed lo b< • >omb.r poUticol vigiL
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.. n.o ""...h" tho , ........

No ooe ..,tidl"'t<d lhe horoe>, th. ooml=.lmeot of cOI", th. nus• .,-­
re.t.. lhe force o",d '&,iOll th.m. lb. "".«ful vigil !><e.me oomelhing
.1... tI b«am•• mom.ot ",h.o qu... p"'pl., fro.l ...,ed .od,¡á of.:ll
th. violeoce ,bey h.d .odure<!, """ our m>."'s. lb. police re'l"'0ded by
bre.king up th. group, f.elioniog oti' "'8"'.0" of our groupiogs, obsrur­
ing our nuss.

lb. mI< uodent..,d. th. n••d to k..p u. froro knowing ounelv...
kno"'iog our m...... It i. re.dy, ., the drop of th. pro..rbW dime, to
t",nsform public tr>nspomtioo iolo policing m>ehin••, to «U ou, thou­
oand. ufcopo to m>teh ,hou..ndJI of «tivi.ls, lo wi.ld club••od list•. lb.
"'le, like Delmy, uode"tandJI ,h. pow.. of our m....., • 1"""'" th., e>o
he re.:liud only by .urp..riog ,h. ",lit"'}' I"'rvert model and «ce..iog
group üleolity. Doing 00 .0,,,;1. ""¡oling lhe priv.tizalioo of queer ruJ'ure
for whieh the &,y p"'gm>'i'" .ueh >JI Anm.,.. 5u1liv.n, G.briel Rot.no,
md Broce Ba",er el>mor. lbe o." d>y th. N,", rork Post h.adlio. r..d,
"G>y Riot" lt "'.. more oearly. qu... <iot, where queer eoergi.. m.oi­
f<ol.d th.rmelv", ..,d ,h••l.t. ,eopood<d ",ith e>lrubt<d forr, md brotal
protocol•. lb. rio< "'... ",bering becau.. th. m«h.oi.m. of polidog ",..,re
p.,-tWly displ>yed, ,,,,...:Ied fo,.o ",..,ning, md i' becam. v''Y d •., to
<Ye'Y0oe pre..ot hOlo' th. id•• of qu..", maling coo,.ct in. m... upri.­
ing OCarN ,he .l.t•. lb. u'opian promi'" of our public pertonn..,« w..
re.pooded 'o with u..ttering fo,ce. E..o thoogb thi. imprompto «hellioo
"'... o,..rrom ily b)' th••l.t., ,h••eli,;.. anger, • productive, geo....-
tive "'ger, lel ,ho mbled io ...ge gl..n • queer fulure ",i!hio • repre.-
.i,.. h.t.rooonn.li.. pre..ot.

Makíog Utopía

Adorno pr",;d<d ••uecioc< «ndering of utopio wh.n he deocrihed it ..
••i.tiog io "th. d.t.nnioed oeg>tion of th., which merely i•." lhi. 0'­
g>lioo poiot. "lo wh., IDould he."'- lbe work J h.ve coMidered io lhi.
dupt.. 1001<. 'o wh.l is:md f..hioOl importaot critiqueo uf ,he pre..ot
by inshtiog 00 ,he pre..oÚ di.:lectk>l relatino 'o lhe futur<o Our eritidun
u.ould, lik. ,h, ca",. I ha,.. ""'''y«!, b. iofu.ed w~h • ulopian fuoclioo
th.l i••ttuoed lo lhe ".nticip.to'Y iIlumin>'ion" uf ",t .od ruJ'ure. 5ueh
ilIuminatioo euti 'hrougb f...¡;mentiog dulm....nd ..uow"" to "'" th.
polilic.U)' .n>bling whol•. 5ueh iIlumin>'ion will prOl'id. u. with >ce<..

to. world ,hat ohould he, tlu, eould he, and llut wiU he.
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,
Gesture, Ephemera, and Queer Feeling

Approaching Kevin Aviana

THIS CHAPTER HA\ two beginnings.' One i•••10'1 rulled [mm
penon.1 memory,."d ,h. olh.. ¡,,, poem b)'" prominenl t""nlieth-cen­
tury North American poe!. &th openings runction •• qOe<' .-ideo,,: ID
.,.iden« th.l h.. been qo""",d in rebtion to ,he l."" of wh>, muna ..
preo!. Qo...m... h o "I"'c;'l!y v.ud reL.tiorulhip to .videnco. Hi.tori-
cally, .,.iden« of qo rn... h.. l><-en u..d lo I"'""H", ..,d di>eipline queer
de.ir• ., conoedion., and.cts. When ,he hi.tori.., of qu«, ••periene< .t­
tempt< lo OOcumenl a queer p..l, the... i. o~.n , g.;otel<eep<f, "'p",,,,,nling
••traight p",..nt, who wiU 1.00.- to invalid.te th. ru.loric.1 f.et of que"
1i""_pIe..nt, p..t, and future. Que.me.. i. ",..11' complemenled b)'
<viden.., o, al le... by tr.dition.J ondernmdings of lh. termo lh. hy ro
qoe<rlng <viden«,..,d by lb., 1me.o lh. "'''Y' in whieh w. pro.. qo..r­
n... >nd re'" qo..m.... i< by ....loring il lo lh. concepl of .ph.mec..
Think of eph.m.", .. trace. lh. renuiM, th. thi"".llul.re leti. Iunging
in lh. ';c lih • rumor,

J.cqo.. Venid", id•• of lh. lc..:. i. rel.v>nl h.re,' Eph.m..>1 .vid.nce
i• ......,Ir obvioo. 1>«.0.. il i. n.eded to .!.;¡nd .g';n.1 lh. hmh lighl> of
nuin.lrum vi.ibility .nd Ih. pot.nli.1 l)~>nny of lh. bcl (Nol lh.t .11
r.ct.... h;umful, bol lh. d;'cou...., of tbe bct Iu. oft.n GI.l mlino,nuli,..,
d..i,e >JI the !ud oo;.cl,) Eph.mer••re lh. renuins llut .re oft.n .mb<d­
de<! in qu....el>, in oolh ,tori.. we l.n on. >notber .nd eornmunie.li,..,

pbysic>1 S"lure.....eh .. lh. coolloox of ••tr""t crui",•• lingecing Iund­
.1uX. betw""n recent ><qu;¡intIDce~ or lh. nunnioh ,lrut of. p;uticoLulr
confid.nt wom"",

In tlU. ,lupler 1w>nllo .ppro.ch the ide> of q0e<om....nd S'"ore, So

much cm b. loc.t.d in the S'"ore, G..lo,e. I .rgu. throughoul thi. OOOX•
•ign>l•• refo...:l of. cert.in xind of finilod., D.nce i. >n eopeci.Uy ",,10­
.b1. ule fo, rumin.lion. on qo..me.. md ge.tm•. Thi. theoreli«l worl<
i< IDehored to. cn. ,tod)'•• living body.' p<rformer "'00 i•• m..ler of

"
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th. po«. Kevin Amn« i•• m';n".y of N.... York City·. club ""rld. H.
;. something of. d<ily in th. c<>=lology of gay nightlife. H. ;. p.id to pe'­
form, to sing, .nd lo mov<_.1 club. in N.... Yo,k City ;md throughout

th....o,ld. H. h.. been fiO"ft'n .11 0\"" North Am..ic., Enrop<,;md A...
md h.. p.rformed fur devut.d cogno.conti, m.n md ...om.n ...ho oh.re •
g1ob.1 .phere of quee, knO"ft'ing, moving, .nd feeUng, At Ihe cont.. uf th.t
inl.m.tio.w sph..e of qu«r ':<perien« Me g"'turo, A,;;m«s rOSon.lnt
po.....nd Ih. fu". of queer .ph.m....

Thi. ch.pt.. builds on;ond sp,,,ks to them", llut .nim..e.1 1• .,1 th....
of lhe olber conlribution. to lbe ediled ...,Ium. in ...hich m ..rU.. venion
of thi. eh.pt...pp,,,red.' ük. JOOolth;on Boll.n, l lnok .. th. d;on« fino,
......g. fu, queer I"rfornutivity th.1 i. integral lo "",yw.y \if•. I.m on
th. ""'. p'ge .. Bollen ...h.n h. coruliders the d;on« tino, •• '1"'« where
re1.tiorul between memo,y .nd conlenl, ..If md olh.., b<com. inexlrie.­
bly inlertwin.d. Fu,th.rmo,e, J .:lso .:ligo my project -..ith Bollen'. "uu­
,ic. Merle.u-Ponty_in.pired propo>ition th.l Ihe <!mco finor inero....
ou, lolerauco fu, .mOOdied puctie... Jt m.y do so b<c.u", it dem;ond., in
th. "P.nn....nd clos<n... of ,e1.tiom to oth.", ;on ••ch.ng. md .It....­
tion oHin",lbetic <%p<ri.n« through which "''' become, in ...ns<, 1",.
Iik. oo""I,,,.;ond more Uke e.ch olher. In my m.lys;' Ih.t do<. nut me.n
th.l queers b<com. on. n.lion und... groov< once w. hit lhe d;on«
tloo,. 1 ;un in fIct inl..",ted in th. persi.tent ".,i.bl", of differon« .nd
in.quity llut foil"",' u. from qu communiti", lo th. dme< floo" bul l
.m nonelbele.. intere.led in Ih 'Y" in which. eert';n quee, commund
logk overwhellrul puctie.. of individu.1 id.nlity. l.m.Jso intere.led in
th......, in which th....le re.pond. lo lh. commuOolI b<coming.

To Ihi. end l corulider P:lu! Sieg.!'. conlribution to th.t .forom.n­
tioned ...,lume, "A Right lo Boogi< Qu«rly: The Finl Am.ndmenl on th.
D;m« Floor;. v.:luilile resou"e for .tud.nt. of quee, w.n« ...ho w¡"h
to und.rstmd nut onl)' lhe socW o.ignilic;on« of quee, w.n« but th. "",i­
ou. "'.j'I in ...h.ieh. rep,,,,.i'" st.te 'pp,,,.tu. counte" quee, movem.nts
both lil<r.J .nd ')mbolic. Siegel's ....y discu.",. lbe W:iJ" in ...hich Pi"t
Am.ndment discours. h.. u1tim.I.ly s<r"..,d quee, d.n« mo><m.nts.
Yel bis clupl.. do<. nol cousider recenl d.V<lopm.nts in New Yo,k Cit)"
.uch .. lbe Giulimi .dmini" tion'. ,emim.tion of .,ch';e c.b:irel-lie<os<

L.w. Ih.. h:iv. b..n us<d 1001 to ohul down;ond h...... '"00''' quee,
md t:ici.l-mino,ity 1=. in Ne... Yo,k City. Tho", b:irs t!u.1 su",;"'. di.p1.)'
1.18' si8"' Ih.l! re.d, "No Dmdng_by Orde, of lbe N.... York City D.­
p;orlm.nt of Consume, Af[';"", ru••dict Ius not been rep<.J.d, md in
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thh in.t."ce Si.S'I'. oplimi.tic .pprai...1of th. juridic.1 .ph d".. not
hold Non.th.I..., th. >tori.. of qu..r leg;ol vict0'Y thal h muna .,"'"
a•• valu.bl. r"",ure< for hop<o

Jo ••imil>r ..io P.ul Fraoklio'. hi.lorieal >ccouot of Charli. Ch.lp­
Iin'. d."e< al.o ..."d....0 iocredibl. ana1J"i. of h"",' qu... mov.m.ot,
d''Pit. domü»ot bi»<. 'g>inst qu..r dane<, ",o ooo.th.I... provid.
u. with a n>rrali.. of qu«r Kooidty·. forc. within popular eultu.... A1­
though K.vin Avimce."d Charli. Ch.lplio .re ." unliuly m.mh, oo••
Iitrl. while tramp ."d th. oth.. a big black qu..o, both ..e m."'", of th.
hi,torieally d.n.. queer &",tu...' A"lance, Hu Chaplio befo... him, eall.
on." ••p.....i.. vocabuLuy bryond lbe .pok.n word. For both m.n, th.
body in motion i. the found>tiou of. vi,u>l I••icon in which lbe S'..o...
•pe.k> 1000 and el..r.

D."e< .tudi.. h.l. focWl.d it> an.ntion on th. id.. of movem.nt. A1­
thoogh • mov.m.nt .n.lIJ"i' of Kevin Avi.ne'" work eould certainly b•
• Iudd>ting, lhi. eh>pt.r i. insr..d a ge:<tur••n>ly<U. J .m not .. inleresled
in wh>l the qu«r gesture m«n••o mueh .. J.m intere.led in ,.,h.>.t .ueh
S'..u.... perform. Sueh." .nal)"i. ¡, inspir<d by wh.>.t Elin Diamond ha:<
an.mpled to articulat., a~.r B...eht '. notion of G<ilus, a. S'.lic f.mioi.t
eritiel"".· There i. cert.inly .omelhing quite S'srie .boul A,i."d. per­
form."e< pr>ctic., on. th.>.ll.rgu. d"... an.mpl to.how il< malerial mn­
dition. of (im)l"""ibilily .od hi.torical p"'itionality. Bul .lthough G<ilus
.uU••1> a lot more than S'''u"" J w¡oh to eoneeotrale m)' foru:¡ on th.
p...e¡'. >Ud speeifie physical ac!> th.>.l al< coo..ntion>lly under..c>od ..
S'..u..., ...eh .. th. tilt of an ank1e in ve')' high heel., th••wi.h of. hmd
th.>.l p.1> • f>c. \oilh imagina'Y makeup, and so rn>O)' mo... pr«i.. aels.
Th... ael< .... dilf....nt, but «rtainly not iod.pend.nt, from mo..m.n!>
th.>.l h.>.", mor. to do ,.,ilh th. movin¡; body·. fiow, Concentratiog on g"-
ture .tomi... movem.nt. The tonll..d .od p.rticular mo,,,meoa teJl
t>l•• of hi.torical b<eoming, G u.... lran.mil eph.m.ral knowl.dS' of
lo.t qu hi,tori•••od I"""ibilili<. withio • pbobie m>joritarian public
rultu .

lk>ginning One: Memory

J .m young. nuyb< five or .l<. Our hou.. i. crowded by relativ.. who
ha>" ju.l ani",d from CUN via. bri.f .topover-••ile in Spain. They ar­
riv<d Hu my family did a f... re'" ...Iier, ,.,ilbout ."ythiog. lhu., th.
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Iinle Soulh Florid. hou.e th.l b....ly held fi.. i. no,.,. ocrupie<! by eleven.
lbe only lelevi.ion .et i. in the bmily room. lhe hoy COUllÜ", my bmther,
my f.uher, .nd my unele "e mtching bm:ing on televi.ion, I"'riup. one of
tho.. eID)' m.tch.. bet",..eu Cuh. .nd the United Sute. iu ",hich none
of the recen' refug... f..¡, comforlmle t"'iug ••ide. J ID1 !>ored. By lhi.
time it ¡" de." ,h.t the cullure of meu .nd 'porlJ huid. msolutely no .lIure
for me. (Women'.lenni. is .nother nuner .ltogether.) J ",.:Ik .cm.. the
red-brick tloor and momeuluily cro» th. ocreen. lbeu my olde.l cou.in
c.:ll. ou', "Loo\; allhe m)' he ,.,.alh ho,.,. he .h".. hi..... 1 wi.h J h.d
a girlfriend who w.:l\;e<! li\;e llut!"lhe o,her men and hoy. in the room
erupl into Lmghter. 1pm'",t: ·Wh.t i. ",rong ",ith lhe ""y [ w.Ik1J don',
understand: lbe taunlJ continue, and [.m flu.hed with oh.me. J ruoh to
my room lo hide fmm thi, modery, ,.,.hich [ find .mllingl)' p;oinfuL

!>Iy f.mily ha• .Jw.ys been one llut .howed .tfe<:lion by mockiug and
joking. 11 i. ju.l our dyofunetiott:ll litrle m)', .nd •• tho.. people with
,.,.hom Jlive my emotiott:l1life 'od>yean .ne>!, J am very mueh. child of
thal home. So it w•• odd, th.t reaction 1hado [ would u",al1y h",e relorted
by commeuting on my cou,;,'" ne"".t and >hini..t ili. lh¡' w••• ditfer­
ent wounding, one for which 1h.d no defen.., bee.we J Imew some,hing
"'... there, something [did not quite under>land but fel,.t my coreo lbi.
pmto-humophobic .nack m.de me oit do,.,.n .nd think .huut my m",..­
meul, lo figure oul wlut i' "'...huul ,he m)'J mo..d llut elicited .ueh
mockery and .ueh p.Jp.hle contemp' fmm. room full of m.:le•. 1mnted
to, nee<!e<! to Imow: wh.t w•• il muot my body and ,he "'''y [ moved it
thruogb the world ,lut "'... so off,.o ditfereuH [.ludie<! movemen' from
then on, ",.tehing ,he w.y in which ",omen ",.:Ike<! .nd lhe "'''y in ,.,.hich
meu ",..Iked. 1 looke<!.t ,he w.ys iu ,.,.hich men >teere<! a .idew.l\; .nd

trie<! to uuder>tand h"",' womeu did it so ditfereutly. 1 noticed a .litfue..
in lhe men .mund me and • lad ofotitfne.. in the women ne.' to them. [
>tudied .11 th;, and applie<! il to my own body. [ began • pmj..t of buleh­
ing up, eveu lhougb thu i. no' wlut [ uuder>tood i' lo be haek then. 1tried
to amid lhe f.cl ,h.t [ "'....ludying .omething thu c.me very n.tur.lly to
other boY'o [ .mided the bet llut heterogender "'.... 'p.e< [ w'"' >t...ngely
on lhe out>ide of_1 "'.. a.py in the hoo>< of gender nomutivity, .nd
Iike .ny spy, [",.. extremely cMeful and wonied ,h.t my coverwould be
blown. 1 did no' uuder>tand th., .. long .. J tried to 'pe ,he movemen!>
ofhetero><....:Iity, h.rdly anyone would eveu lry 'o ... through lhe f.c..Je
bec>u.. ,hu.. arouud me did not mnt 'o belie.. in birie.. A. long .. [
played ,he g:ome, 1"'.. reLlti,..ly ..fe. fu, .t ...tegy i. not uni.....I; olher
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l>oy> "nnot or ,.iU no! .traight.n th.ir SO.tu..., ."d fur them ehildhood i.
olten • degad.d >one of <andom ,;ol.n« ."d con.tmt polidng,

Som.tim•• 1 ""u1d >!ip md be ,>11«1 out. [rememb... fey boy ",ho
" ... p;ut of m)' moth..'. e.....pool S)...em. He took m...id. in junior high
md lold m. th.>.t [ poU.d my boolro too do>< to my ehe,t hke • gir!o 1
.t..led e>rryiog my boo" to lhe .id., ju.t like .Iinle mID. Ev<ry >O olien
• bo)' would teU m. my ilip " ....howing. ",ould e.ulion m. to .traighten
up••• lhough my g<>lu... ,ould ruin it for everyon•. Prn of me w>nts to
.ncounle, him .g>in. no", in • g:oy 'p.c,•• m...:h,. dub, • b.thhou••, .nd
.mb..ee him like. fe1low ...,Yivor, .omebody .1.. ",he m;¡d. it through.
Yel [im;¡gin. him.t hom., in Mlomi. ,.ith. ",ife ",ho might ...mioo him
every onee in. ",hil. b",,' h. mould po.ilion hi, I.y ,.h.n he .ils down
",hil. vi.iling hi. in-l......

1h.lt butching-up pactic. h.d ...,iou••lfecl on me. Too»' l.m not
olten K,u ..d of rl>JIIin¡;. 1 .m con.idered mildly buleh fur • g:oy mID

of my .ge, ret th. old« 1 get. the mo... [.njoy camping it up ",ith my
n.lli.. friend., And now 1 e." only .njoy p<rforming m>JIrulinily in th.
comp"'y of my buleh f.m;¡I. fri.nd. bec.u.. >om.thiog iliout b<ing hoyo
",ith lhem fe.;" ,.rinlly hbe..ting. 1 r.ke furth.. pl•••ure in t.lking iliout
b<ing. goy with on. of m)' fri.nds. ",ho i. eur...ntiy cro..ing .nd becom­
iog • m;¡n. h; 1 notle. hi. voiee d"p<n, h¡, body bulk up. .nd bi••Ire.d)'
bot,h m."neri"". eontinu. to evolve, [f""l >om. kind of 'Wfft revenge
on gend...

Wh.n [ encount...«omph.h«l dr>g, [f..1thi. revenge 'g>in. 1 >JII
dr>wn to Ju'tin Bond'. Kiki•••trung-oul, .ging .ho",biz p<fWo>hty ,,'ho
i. ,..11y • young ",hile m." in bi. lhirti.. but pl.yo • grizzled m",,'-bu.i­
ne>. v<te.-.n in he! 1>t••in;'•.' Sh. i. Kcomp.ni.d by H.rb, ,.ho i• •e­

tu.lly K.nny M.llrnm,.n .n..<ti.. g>J' Je",im mm in h;, thirti••, ",he
p1>y. h.. homo><m.:l.ccomp.ni,t,. gay linle old m;¡n. Kiki e.vort. IDd
.t.g¡;ers ...he do<. loungy-punk hybrid. of eontempor>ry pop ",ny .nd
old .l."d>rds. lh. driok in her hIDd i••ver p.....nl .. m••lumbl•• from
t.bl. to bbl•. OIi.n. oh. will mounl th. t.bl. of.n umuspeeting gu••t.
th,,,,,' hi. ,ockbil to the fioor, .nd <!<m;¡nd th>! th. p.tron >-ining >! th.
t.bl. Ii,k h.. fimnet >tocking bec.u•• oh. i. on fi...... intim;¡t«l by th.
",ng ohe i••ioging. p, J. Hm.ey'."Rki of Me."lhe lUhnets "',..". d."e-
••• >el of goun., mmd•• th.l g<t exem..d ",h.n Kiki d f>...nd frID-
tic bp numb<r, eompet.nt."d ...gge ..led .1 ...,tIy lh me tim•. Sh.
¡, vi>-ibly ,.iod.d .fl.. finiming th¡, ..lf-,OtrJIcious!¡' old-Khool numbe,.
She do... llut component of th. "b;uel .<t ",ith th. lioe "L.di", IDd
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G.ncl.men! 1 >lrned ... burl."'!ue dme.. in Jl.¡llimo", iu lh. fuii....nd
1 .Iill gol i'!" Thi.lin. conju..... alol of mowbi< diva. on lh. d..lin•.

1h.l, up·dm« numb.. ~..,If ind......ick camp ....lh.lic th.. ,he fm.

of KiIU md H..b lo",. lh.ir camp celebrat.. virtuoU')' ""hil. ,,,..,liug in
m mtinormati", degen"..y. In thi. iml.nce ..mp ""O'U a••n inde:> to
a mared .."hetic md a commu<><>l >lruc!ure of feoling. lh. d.n«;' ov..
md ..,.mingly gon., bol il 1;,..,... m eph.meril h.ppening ,h.>.t "'.., "'­
membe,. ",mething th.l fuel. m«dol.. "'.., leJl on. anolhe" Bec:;¡u.., lh•
•how "'.. ",..,.lUy. ,h. devol.d ",..,nl we.k .fre, ",..,.k, .nd ~ alllook on lh.
f<el of. rilu.L Illi",•• lh.n. alier il. d.nul.ri.:lintion.... t,an,[orm.d
nul.rWily, circuL.liog in que.. ",.:1m. of lo,-;ng .nd becoming. lh••lory
""i,h which 1 began ,hi....lion fuuetion. lh.>.1 w.y loo. l' i••n eph.meral
procf. l' d0<5 nut (onnt .. <viden« in ",me 'Y't.m. of ding md un-
d.rn..ndiog P'''!''' document.tiou and loving. Millng a fo, que..
<vid.n« in Ih«>ry ....m. 'o bes lh. u.. of .ueh 'un",liable" procf•.

H.", ¡, on. of my fm"it. po<m•• Elinbeth Bi.hop'. ·On. Art; and •
..,,,,nd op.niog:

~,M

1be.rt oflo~"l! i..ú lu.oJ 'o rnll'U:

w m.ny <h;ngo ...m fiU... ",..h ,he inloo'

'o be loo, ,lu., ,h.ir lo.. o. no J,..,,",

Lo.. w"",'lting """'7 J.y. A«.p' th. ~"'lo'
oflo>, dooo- kOJ". th. hou, b.WIy open'

1be.rt oflo.mg ,.." horJ lo m.o.lo'

1beo p,...... ¡,..,he<. Iosing f ..

pJ.c••••oJ ...,.,••,.0<1 wh il w")'OU m..o'

'o " ...1. ¡":ono of tho. wHl bring J;",lo'.

J lo.. my mo<h." ",.teh. AnJ Iook' my lo". o,

",,"_'o-lo.>,. of ,h"", Io..d hou.., ...nt
1be.rt oflo~ng ion·' horJ lo m.o>tu.

J lo.. '''''' "b.~ Io-,·.Iy on... AoJ. v..'u.
w".. ,.,..",. 1 o""'.... '''''' ,;..n •• con'"",n',

J """ 'hom. bot ;, "'.." • do..,,",.
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[ven lo"ng roo (,he lolting YOi<', • V"U'"
J Invo) 1""n', h.,.. li..J.I'" ...-d.n'
,he u, ofloring', no< 'oo hud lo ""'lo'
'hou~ it ""1 Iook lik. ("" .., it') lik.d;",...,'

lh. p..-en,hotical "'tn.l,x. within lhe poom .,e morl in'ere.lins fo, my
p0'P"'os. 1 .ogg..t th.l the.. renurb ..-e graphi«lI)' differeol;'led
thmogh gramm.lical dovicos ><> th.. th.y mighl coooole • difforeol reS­
W.. th.n lhe tn.ljority of lhe poom. lh. p..-enth.tic.1 renurb commo­
nic.le. qooe, traeo, an eph.meral .videneo. [re>d th• .., ",nuru, wordJI
thal ovoh ,h. ide> of S'.lu"" .. ge.ture.. Inlere>! in th... '¡>Kilie lin",
.hould 001 d.ran in"",.l in th. poem in its eolirety. ·On. Art· off." th•
•tt.nlive re.de, • lheory of ,h. m.t..i.lity of p<rrorm;mce and .phem....
Jt has h.com. ><>m.wh.lt uiotn.ltic within th. fi.1d of p<rrornunco .tod­
i.. thallh••<t .xists only donng its .ct"",1 do",tion. 1 h>v. h..n tn.lkinS
• c• .., fu, • h.rm.n.ulics of ",sido. ,h.t looks to ondont>n<! lh. w.h
of p<rfomuneo. Wha, isl.~! Wh.. "'tn.li",! Ephem... "'tn.lin. They.",
.i=nt and th.y.re p",..n', disrupting • predielahl. m.t>ph)"ÍC> of p",s­
.nce. Th. ;octo.I;oct is only. st>ge in ,h. game; it is. mom.n', puro .nd
simpl•. The", is. dedo<ti,,,, .I.meol 'o performmco tlut has 'YerythinS
to do with ils eondilions of ro.ribility, .nd lhe", is moeh ,h.t fullows.

In ·On. Art,' ,h. poot, E1iuh.th Bi,hop, ..b ,h. furgetful p<non not
to becom. op.el .bout lhe lo.. of c..tain objects bec.o.. thoy ...,m fill.d
wi,h the int.nt 'o b. los,_,h.i, lo.. is no d;",,",.· She • .ls o, to «eopt
th. fiu.t.. of lo...nd uode...and tlu, it is not • di""t... Somelhing is
.mbedd.d within the.., .<ts, tracos tlut h>v••n indelib1e tn.lt.riality. lh.
poo' is im-iting "' 'o do mo,e ,han simply «eop' this 1"", but to .mbraeo
il and p<rh.ps .Yen 'o un<!e"tmd it 001 .. 1"", bot.s ><>m.thiog 01..,. sh.
¡" within • p..-enlh.tic.1 phr... in ,h. poom's wt I1n., ..king os to ·Writ.
ili"Th. wom ·,,~it." is not only in ¡=enlh",os bu' it.lidud, more tlun
doobling ils empluris. This comnund to ,,~it. ¡,. comnund to "'''' th•
• ph.mor.1 'hinS by committing il 'o memorr, to word, 'o Imgo.S'. lh.
poot i",tmel> WI to ",t.in th. wt thing lhrough. docom.nt.tion of ou,
lo..,. relelling of ou, ",I.lionship lo il. ThUJl, he, moth.r"s w.lch o"",' 01­
i,u, or p<,h.ps luJI found .n .ft.rlif., in ils tran.ro'tn.l'ion md cu,,,,nt
stal", .. rOlidue, .s .ph.mor•. lt pmially (",}I;,,,,s in il> docom.nt>tion.

And .Itheugh w. c.,mol simpl)' co""'...... per><>n or. performaneo
thmugh dorum.nt.tion, "'" e>n perhal" b.gin lo summon up. 'hrough
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lhe m,pic... of memory, lhe actl IDd s""tu"'. th.l me.nl so much lo u<.
lbe p<><m d ..rl)' h.l• .., .<!Jr""","" ...ho;' • "you," No..., "'''' ••k, who i.
lh.l"you"? lf "'''' were lo l..n on biography_.omethins [.Jw>Y" ..ulion
my ,ludenl. 'g>in!l_it ...ould be Lo!. d< Macedo So.;¡",.. Biroop', e.­
lr>nsed B""i1un Iove, ...ho committed .uicid<. Much ...ould .uU""1 th.l,
identifi..'ion ("lhe joling volce,. g<"u", [lo.."). lbe ¡=enthetk>1 "'­
nurk conhin. que., contenl, quee, memo,y, • cerUin ",lidue of l..bun
lo..,

One templ.tion i. 'o ""Y ,h.t Bi.hop ..... in lhe do",1 .nd, funher­
more, Ih.ll ,b< giv.. frigbtened md funiYe linle ';gn. of her le.bun de.ir<.
Bu' lh.ll i•• mi...ke md no' ...h.lll me.., by '",ce, of quee, de.ir<. A. lhe
North Ameri..n p<><lry ..hol." K.'ie Kenl 1= "'W"ed lo me in • co,,,,­
"",n<lenco, c.JlinS Biroop'. work do5eled;'. mi...k" 1 >JII w;¡ry of ..11­
ing h., ...ork mo'" o, le.. do",'ed, 1 lhin\; doing so ",inforce. lhi. l..jec­
lory 'o her life ,h.lt only rigbl b.fo", ,he died did.he d.1m he, ""u.Jity in
h., poetry ..,d in ID)' oth., ....y, whe",.. if you ,ud h., poem. up«ling
lo re>d .bout qu«me.., it i. lhe", IhrouShouI. A 101 of the biog"'phm
md crities impo>< ,he do..' on h........ay, I think, of nol h"'ing to ..lk
about lhe mle ofque" idenlily .nd qu"", .., pl>y lhroughoul her ,.,.."l.

Ken!'. "'Ue'lion, ,h.lt "'''' ",.d ,.,ilb quoerne" "".n e'peel.'ion, ch.J­
leng<' lhe ,e>de, to .ppmach the poel wilh • dilfe",n' oplic, one lh.ll i.
anuned 'o the ...aj" in whieh, 'hmugb ",ull ge'lu",.. ¡=lirul.u inlon;¡­
lionJl, .nd oth.. ephem..>1 '",ce.. que., energi....nd Ji... are Wd h.lre.
lbe paren,h..ical ",,,,,,r\¡ in Bj,hop'. ·Ono Art" j, • que., geuure, one
lhal ""co,,,,, lhe force of queer epheme",. 11;' unerly legibl. to .., op­
lic of feoling, • qu«r op'ic lh.ll permil> WI lo ..ke in the queerne" th.l,
;, embedded in ge'lu,e. lbe p<><m', n;uutive in,lmel> "''''' to lbe '",n­
,ienee of thing. filled wi,h the intenl 'o b< loot, ..,d .. il dO<'> so, it "'­
laiM a qu«r '",ce th.l Hngel>, ''''Sic.Jly .nd J,;,.,ingly, wilhin the hold of
paren'h lbi. p<><tic ge'lu", in Bj,hop'. ma5terful te" ;, not unlike
lhe mo th.,. queer .ni.1 cm conjure on. dmee tl"", o, a , ..se, lbe
g<"u", ",mmon, tb< ",""ure.. of que., ..perlen« .nd collective iden­
lity ,h.lt h".e b.en lo" 'o u, b«.u.. of lhe de"",nd fo, offid.J .vid.n«
and factl.

We CID und<I>I.nd queerne" itlelf"" b<ing filled ...ith lhe in'enlion to
b< lc>.l. Queem... i, ilIegible .nd ,h.",fo", lc>.1 in relation to ,he uraiShl
mindi "",pping of 'pace. Queerne.. ;' loot in 'pace o, 10.1 in ",l.ltion to
lhe 'pace of heteronorm.livity. Biroop·. p<><m ,hould b. ",.d ... prime,
fo, qu«, ..If-en.ctmon' o, que., b«oming. To .ce'pl lo.. ;' lo .ceepl
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th. W>J' in ""hieh on.'. qu«m... ,.,.;11 .Jw.l" ...od., one lo.. to. wood
of h.t.m",,,",l imp<""i'''., eod.~ oud L...... To >ccopt lo.. i. to .ce'pt
qo«m..._o, mor. occo",'ely, to .ce'pt Ih. los. of h.t.moo,m;¡'i,'­
ily, .utho,i...tion, .od .n'idem.o!. To b. lo.. i. out 'o hide io • do",t
o, to p.rform o .impl. (ootologic.l) di..pp<.nng oel; it i. lo vee, .w.)'
fmm h.t.ros.xu.li'y·' I"'th. Fr<edm.o ese.ping wvery got lost 'c>o, md
this i. o ...Ii.ot ...,..,I><..tion I><t",...o qu••me.. md ..c1.liulioo. At ,hi.

hiotorie.l momenl, ooe thil cm be d.mibed •• being ehor>c!e,ized by
.oc......ehing ...irnibtioni.. ideology in Ihe m;¡instre.m g.y md leohim
mOYemenl, some g.l" .od I••b;..,. wml to b. fonod oo. oormotiYe nup
of ,h. """rld. Ikiog los!, io tlU. puticuLu quee, "'0><, i. to relioqoioh
oo•• mi. (""d rub",,!u.ot privilege) io the h..emoormotiYe orde" lh.
di'ros",»ed.ro oppropri>t.ly >d.pt.t e'itiquiog ros",,,;on a< ilIogie.L
To .ce'pt th. "'''y io ""hich oo. i. lost i, lo 1>< .Iso found .od oot foood io
o puticubrly qo.., f..hioo.

A Body: ApproachiogAviaoce

lhi, >ection', rub'ide i. m.m' 'o coooot•• fe"" things. J im'''''e the ph,...
"opproachiog Avimee' b<c.o>e I "".ot to ca,1 • pielu", fmm life, ,be oc.o.
of A"ime" b.iog opproacbed. To t"" ..1 thmugh th. &lY wodd of N.""
York Cil)' with Kevio A.uoce i. cert>ioly to e.11 .treotioo to one",lf. Avi­
mee i••la fool two, b.Jd, bbck, .od .ffemin;ot<. [o or out of IU, uoiqu.
d..g be is irnm.di.tely =o8Oi...bl. to .oyoo. who h.. ...o hi. oh""". To
",..Ik tbe cityoc.p" with him i. to w.tch ....,mll''' opproach hirn .od
,emm 00 oo. of hi, p<,fornuoe.., lhey oIi.o gu>h eothus"'tic.lly .od
con,..y how mueh • I"'nicul.. p.rfornuoco o, his hody of p<<formmee.
m.m. to Ihem. Oo. wil1 h... ,"ch thing< a< "I'Il .Jw.l" ...m.mb., th.it
oo••how you did before Ihey ohut Ih. P.:lWium d"""n' o, 'Yon lum.d
il ou'" Ro')' wt w«k: Kevio will 1>< grKiou, md giv< back ,h. lo.. h.
ha< iu" ,«.i,N.

Hi, work, hi••ingiog .od hi. mo..m.ot, i, no' tbe high art of BiIl T.
Joo.. o, Mm, MonÍ1, bul [would venturo to uy th.it mo,e queer p«>pl•
... A.i.oco m",.. thio h... wito...<d Joo..•• m...e<ful productio= [ do
oot m."" to uod.rmine ,h. ,..Iu. ofJoo.... work. J ooly WIDI to properly
f",me tbe "'''y in which A.imee. nightlik p.rfo,m;¡oce. nutre<, lhe g"­
tu,es he p<rfo,ms motr.. world, to!he clUldron ""ho comp"'" hi••udi­
.oces. A,i""co is some,hiog of o b..con lhit di'plal" .od chioo.), workJ.
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of qOe<' p.in md p1e..0... In IU. move. "'.., ... lbe .utfering of l><ing.
g<nd.. outm.. on. ,.ho live. oot.id. th. dict.t'" of h.t.ronorm.tivity.
Funh.rmo... molh...tOfY .oout l><ing bl.<k in • prNomi.,.ntly whit.­
,0p"mKi.t gay ...orld rumin.lt'" b.n..lb hi. g..tures. Sorn. of IU. other
11'''0..... !n.n""it .nd .mplify lbe pl...ur.. of que<rn.... lbe joys of g.n­
d.. di.ooene<. of willfully m.king one's own ....).•gain!tth. <tre.m of.
muhing hoteronorm.tiv. tid•.

Th••trong intiuenee of ''''gu.ing p..<lie< io hi. moves .ffirm. th -
d.lized ontology ofth. pi.. qOe<n,. pe,oo"'g' ,.ho i. degnoded in N ...
York City'. ,oo,",yound gay culture, Olien, oo. g<.ture will eont';o ooth
po.itive md n.gati'''' polmti•••imolt.neo.rny. be<:'1ll< the ple.......nd
p';o of qoe<rn....re not ••lriet binary, lh. <oove,..tions t¡"t en!Y•
•~.. hi. p<rform;lOce.. th. tri.nd> .nd .trmg<" tl..t .pp....<h him on
th••tr«t, lbe.d> io b,u "S'. th. r"i..... in 1oc.! P'pe". th. oc<..ion.1
home-,ideo docum.ot.tioo. md th. hn.y md on.n drug-tioSed memo­
r;'. t¡"t rem;¡in .fier th••du;¡J live pe'form"K•• ...., tI>< qu«, .phem....
th.t tmumot.tioo of th. p.rfomun« .n'rgy. t¡"t .100 fundion ... he.­
con fOf qu... po..ibility :rnd .urviv.l.

To und."':rnd th. lu.. of A...un<" p.rforflUn« it i. u.rtuI to d...rib•
• performm« from Montre;¡J'. Red .nd B1u. puty. lhe Red .nd Blue i.
put of lbe cirruit-puty S)...em. The cirruit i. jmt t¡"t•• iooS<1y ':!ign.d
oocW drcuit of d.nce puti'" th.t h.pp<n throughout the Y'" in flUjor
dti.. lbroughout North Americ.. A,im« "'... invit.d to p.rform .t Mon­
tre.L Ano<h.. drag perform.... bbá qu«n io t..ditioo.:! illo.ioni>! drago
'ppe'" on <t'g< md int,odu«. tI>< fieree md 1eg.nd.'Y Kevin Avi",c<.
A,im« em.rge. &om l><hind m orn;¡t. rN ron';n with goId trim, H. i.
",..,uing • f.nt..tie;¡J .uit tl..t fe.ture. polfy.....g¡;erated purp1e shouldm
th.t ri•• to th. 1ength of hi•••ro.

A. h. nogo hi. fin! dob hit, his microphoo••merg<" from IU. 1.p<I.
p<rmining hi. h",d. to<.1 f...dom to mo.. in g"'tur", t¡"t .re bmillu to
tho.. <oove,..nt ...ith vogu.ing ",d bre.k-dmdng "yles. In lbe middl.
of lbe .ong hi, .ntire body be<:om•• involved .. h. feign' ",Id roootÍ<
motioo•. Th. morut.. w;¡Jks, H. th.o .in8' hi, clob hit "Cuoty"" H•
•in8'. "F••ling like. li1y I F..ling lih. ro..,' .nd •• h. "",d> in pl>c••
his body quive" with ..t..vagant emotion. He "",d. c<nle, .t.ge••nd ..
he scre.m., he quivers ,.ith.n emotion.:! force tl..t cooool.. the .tigm;o
of gender o"..d.m, Hi. gender f...kilhne...pe""" to the .udien<es tl..t
.urround him, Hi. i••n .mplified ",d extreme qooer body•• body in mo­
tion t¡"t ..pidly d.plo)" the .ign>. the g<"ure., of qo..r eommunk.tion.
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.u",i,'.I,..,d .<lf-m;¡lJng. Sp«uton conned hi. trembling ,.ilb th. ,.aY"
in which he flil" hi. ,.,i.t ..,d reg:oin. compo.ure by applying im;¡gin,uy
p..,c.ke mueup.

B)' tbi. jundure in th. pe,form..,ce, th. ¡«ket i. removed ..,d the .iUy
p..,ts.re remo,-.<I. H. i. ,,,,,..le<! in o OOdy-emb",cíng p,i.m;¡tic bod)'
.tocIJng. He begim lo bounce oround the ,uge, offe'ing lbe audience.
particuLu ,..mon of runw>y_th. "'SU.ing pr><tice of ,..:IIJo¡; .. though
on. were o rupermud<l. On. porticul.,- Avunce ge"ure wo,th noting i.
th. woy in which hi< .nl<1.. fold o, crack .. he ,..:Iiu, o, ",th.. 'tom!", th.
runw>y. lbi, g"'lure permito him to b. quicke,..,d mote determined in
hi< 'tep' thm mo" high-heeled ,..:Ik lbi. gesture connotes o t,aJition
of queenly identilic.tion ,.ilb th di.m of fem.:l. b..uty rih",k lb.
mO\.._w.IIJng ,.ilb h••I. in ,uch.., unonhoJo. b.bion_con.titutes.
diudentification with th... lraditiOflJl uf go)' m.l. pe,form..,ces of fem;¡l•
• mbodim.nt." Avi.nce'. refu"] to we.. wig> i< • funh.....mpl. of tbi.
dhid.ntifi<>tory dyn>mic. lh. <!et.rmin.d wollJng i< replace<! by a I""tic­
ula, ,woy-baek w>1k in which hi< butrock> .nd eh..t .re both oulslretebed,
...ggerating th. f..tu.... of o ,acloliud body. To do so, 1,...,t to "'lIu" i.
not to ploy lbe V.n", Hon.ntot fo, o predomiluntly ,.bit. CmaJi.., .udi­

.nce; it i., imt.aJ, to imi,t on lbe hct ofbbekn= in thi. overwhelmingly
white 'pac•. A,;mce th.n throw. him..lf into th••udi.nce .nd i, h.ld
01011 by it. H. i. 10'!t in a of whit. h""d,; thi, being \c>ot cm be under-
.tc>od .. o particuLul)' qu mude uf performing the ..If. fut i. how th.
p.rfonn;¡nce .nd,. lhi< ""azing count.rfeti,h i< .b>orhed by th. desi'ing
"""..,. He h.. opened in them • desire o, • mud. uf desiring tbat i, un­
'''y md un.rly impo,t..,t if he i. lo ru'P= lbe n.... gend.. 'yrnm.try of
th. S"y ",-orld.

A,-;..,ce'. biogupby i., in .nd uf i!>elf, a t....m.nt to qu... ru",inL
H. srew up" Eric Sn.od in • Luge bmily in Riehmond, Virginlo. Hi. fint
."",n.nce in drag "'.., in th...,..nth grad•. A, o youth be ."'.ped th.
nmow confin.. of tb. ,m;¡lllown..,d moved to th. n.....t g:oy metrop­

oli., W..hington, D.C, wh..e be ,.orhd ... lui,dre"er, did dug ...n
om;¡teu" ..,d d",..loped. di",bling drug lubit. H. eventu;¡11y ",..reom.
cr><k with tbe help of th. Hou.. of Avlonce. lh. Hou.. of A,'i..,ce i. not
..actly like th. vogoeing hoo... ofJ.nnie Living.ton·. film Po,;' 15 Bur"_
¡"S, ,;nce it d"", not compete. lh. Hoos< of Avunce i< som.thing of.
qoee, IJmhip net",-or!< in ,.hich memb." ..",e., .xtend.d, pretended,
..,d_som. ",-ould ugo._improved bmil)' tbat rupporn .nd .""bles it.
membe... K.vin Avi>nce "'.., th. rwn. h. took .l1er initi.tion.
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AvUo" ....ntu.JI)' boded io N.... yo,k C~)', wh... he finl nudo •
n;un. fOl him",lf.t the uo... legeudu)' Soond hcto,)',. qu.." club th.t
heS"'''' predominUltl)' L.lino Uld bb,k .p..,•. He di.lingui,hed him­
..If ou lhe dm.. floo" grabbing lh• •n.ntion of nu;o' DJ. md nightlif.
promote", Uld .oon b«:.me a prof••oon.J perfo,m.r. Tod.), he i. oo. of
a h",dful of N.... York drag perform." wlso «lO di,tinsuim him..lf a. li,'­
iog 101.1)' off bis perform",... He fo"""k tradition;¡1 d..g Uld lh. world
of -.vigo e.,1y in hi. , ,. Hi. look i...mini,..nt of th. l"Seudu)' groop
of block .001 div Iled LlBell., tb. group t!ul ...rote th••Imo" perfect
diKo hit "L.d)' MunuL.d.:" 1 think of A,im,", look wheu [.tudy tb.
album <OYe, fOl LaBell", ph.nom.n;¡1 197~ .Ibum Nig/!tbink A11 th...
...om.o, dre",.d in m...llic ootlito, a.. ponr>yed .. switl, of 'I"',e-'ge
Afro-g!.lmour. LlBell", Afro-futuri.m w.. a .t..t.gie m",.. to m.xe tb.
group look fre.kim .od .Ji.n, lo nuk. bbáoe", IOm.thiog oth.,...orldl)'
Uld unemny.

AvUO", like l.lll<1I., remn"ru,to blaáoe", u • m)",.rio", Lo.l-in­
Sp.ac< ..,lbetic. Olhe, cump.ari"''''' Gln be d.....o bet.....,n lbe punk pe'­
form",.. "yl. of Kbu. Nomi, th. d.ranged dio<o divioity of Gra" Joo••,
th. in..o••od be.utiful drag of L.igh Bowe'Y, ",d the 'p..,e<!-oul .1­
"8"''' of the hip-bop ani.t Mi")' Mi<d.me.oor ElHol. Bul Avi",eú look
is d.linilely hi. own. ¡!uve ",.n bim in mUlY outlito, iucluding fmt."k
gold!;un' jump'u~" m••, polh-dot miuid......, .nd I.op.ard-,xio bod)'

"ockings. A1tbougb he de><> not "'.... wigs, he som.tim•• .dOrnJI N' bald
h• .,. witb. b...

Both bis appe'''o" .od b;, p.rfomuo... "e in no ""y att.mpting
to imil.t.....omm. He i. in.te.d int....te<! iu app=inuting • uotion of
f.miuinit)'. Qu••, lheo'Y hu made one I.""u .zplidtly d • .., tb...t of
beluvio" .od coo•• of cuodurt th.t we ,ef., to .. feminioe o, nu.rulin.
a.. nol si.,... lo th. biologkal." Wom.n, .tr';ght md ga)', perform md
H,.e mumlioity io tb••;un....ay .. mm)' • biologk.J mm inlubi.. femi­
nioity. Sometim.. t«hnolog)' .Jigo> peoplú g.nd., ideot~y ",d tb.ir
biologiGl! ",I( Olh." ,eli.h th. ",lino,nuti,.. d;,juucture betw..,o tb.i,
biologk.J gend., ",d tb.ir performe<! o, Hved g.ude,. Avion,", m...u­
Huity, partiall)' informe<! by N' biologk.1 mal.n..., i. never bidd.n_b.
",..". uo wig, .nd h. de><, oot tu,k (cou...J o, bid. th. nul. geni..1bulge
...bil. in drag). [ndee<!, in h;, perform",.. "'.....,. uuique mhab~ation

of t..dition.J fem.Je Uld nuI. lrait•.
To perfono U1,h a hybrid g.od.,;, not only to be quee, but lo defy

t,oobHng sonde, logics ...itbin &'Y '1""'" Boll.n'. eb.pte, on quee,
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p<rronn>'i"i'y .nd 'M dmeo rloor c.hlog. diff...nt d.ncing .lyle._.ueh
a. Sirly poofie, {Au.l"'ü.., il..,S fu, e>mpy md feminine m;ol< dIDcing}
and 1"" .l>ndard m;ocho .lyle of dmcing .hat dominal.. mm)' say dmce
..nue.. Bollen nole. bul de><> ool del.. into tM f.mmepOObia appa..nl
on mm)' quee, dIDce rloon, ",hece those ",ho b..ak lhe S"y-dene edict to
act lile a mm a.. de-ecoliciced .nd demoled lo :<ffond-cl... cilizerulhip.

1obsec,.., lhalleo,;oo wheo [ find my><lf •• lhe RO»', the «enie.. pbce

lo b< fo,. emain .l",lum of Ne", Yocl S"Y men. [>m ov<rwhe1med by
lhe lhco0S' of .hinle.. d..,cen ",ilh gym-eufted bodi... Thei, d.nce .tyle
;. .¡;gr...i'" Y" rigid; the moy.. lhey m;ou a.. me>nl lo ,00'" off the
ce",.rd. of hoo" of gym ""MUtl. They do no' 'l"e>d out bu. in....d
dmce dosel)' tog<the" almo.l io p>cXs. lhey a.. olten .",..h io lhe effect.
of dub druS", ",ch •• Ec....y md Sp<cial K, .nd huddle tog<lhe, a. lhe)'
dmce. Fe, lhe mos! pan, lhey do nol let them",lv.. tlow .nd uep el"",
lo ooe mo.he" en¡oying .he """Y" in which lh.ir gym-srulp.ed musc1..
rub up aS"irult Ih"" of the oe>t elooi.h dmce-rlooc compal'ioL

Th,ough lhe mi.1 of the .moXe machioe [ " ..Ieh A,'i..,ce ele....te him­
.elf .hove the crowd. He i. d..,cing en a ""all pbtfonn lha. i••bou. fi,..,
feel high, lhe kind of mini'l.ge u,u.l1y occopied by a gym-buil. go-go
boyo Go-go bo)~ m",tly ¡mI bump ..,d SCind. There i. nol much room fo,
.lel'" ..,d A..-i>nce doe. 001 need lhem. Thi. portieuL" d.nce ;. about hi.
hand•. Hi. hand. m",.., in je,ky, mech"';c>! 'p...m. They f",me hi. bce
md hi. oulfil. He d.nc.. to lhe OOu", muric lhal lhe DJ i. pL.)ing "p<­
ci.l1y fo, him. He;' elevated from!he dance rloo, bu• .I", .urrounde<! by
dance" who "e o"",' d.ncing with h1m. He i. both o"'l>ge md ooe of lhe
lhcooS' one wilh lhe mUllic. 1I m;ol....os< lhal ¡,., i. e1,,'••ed. He;' .he..
nol b<c.tll< he i. ilmp1y • benec dance, tlun lhe olhe, cluhg",,, >coond

him (he i.) bul b<c.u.. he i. lhe bridg< M'W"'O quolidim nigbtüfe d..,e­
inS .nd the>.rie>1 perfonnance." He defie. the code. of masculioily lhal
..turate lhe dance rlooc. Hi. ge.lu ce unapo1ogetic.Jly f.mme. Hi.
fingen .wiftly mini..e, '0 hi. f>ce, OOuSh .ppl)ing im-;.ib1e m;ouup.
Hi. mo..men" ... coded >JI rTl>JI<Uline (..cooS abrup. molk>n.), femi­
nine (.mooth rlowing moy..), .nd, .hove all, robotic (preei.. med..nical
mo"'meo15).

Whal d",. ~ me>n lhal in thi. '¡»C', ",hece eod.. ufma5CUlioily domi­
nale, AYimce i•• loc>! deity1 Whal worl doe. hi. pe,fonn..,ce do in Ihi•
..nuel FunMnno.., ",ha. about hi. blKkne.. in thi. 'pace .hat i. OYe'­
con by .we>ty .nd ohirtle.. whi.e 10'5011 One "'pome would b< lhal he
;, • feli'" in thi. 'p.ce, a m;osie ¡uju thal le" ",hile ""d effeminale s"y men
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b< f.boloo. while nolb<ins progre..ive .mond S'nd... ~<. and 5<:10;0)­
ity. Soch a r..ding woold mi" lb< poin'. Aviance i. <z'r<m.1y _ .... of
lh. aodience, .nd wh.n the lim. mm.. to pby lh. ~< nun/woman, h.
""iIl certainly do '" I n.ve ><en ~ oceor on.lag' on many oce.,ion., Al Lo
No",. E.rul.ila. a Lllino qo... 'pace in midlown. 1 ha.. ",eo him con­
ver! th. dance club', >lage lo. polpi' b<tw«n mo.ieal oumb<.. and ha>"
""i'n....d him d.noondng the b>ei>l regime of the dly'. mayor and hi•
..d.l police force. A,iance 'p."'" 00' r<gol.uly.l venu.. both ""hite .nd
..daliud, He ha••;,'" r<ad the ..d.m of N"", York'. pri,;I.ged gay com­
muni'y. A,imce i. eOMCioWl aboot lbe "".ys in ""hieh h. "n b< nudo into
a feti.h, bn' h. disid.n'ili.. ""i,h .neh • rol. in ve')' p.nieobr ""'Y"

Mani.m tell. o. ,h••lory of the mmm<>di')' [eti,)" ,h. obj.a th.l,
ali.ru'es WI from lh. eondilio", ofp"..ibility ,h.>.t bmngh' ""h.>.'ever com­
modi'y into b<ing." Th. [eti,)" io it5 M.....n dim.nrion., i••bonl oc­
dorion, di!p"cem.nl. mnce.1m.nl••nd illorion. Some dr>S arliili pr<fer
lh. g.nder 'i!le of iIln5k>ni.t. Av"nce d"". no! worl< in ilhuion; he b<­
mm.. many ,hing> at once. Hi. performance labo.. lo indes a f.nt..lie
f.mal. g!.lmonr, bol hi. m;urulinily i. n...r .dil".d. lf Ih. feti.h i. abool
ilIo.ion. Aviance di.id.ntifi.. wilh lh. ,t.nd.rd no'ion of Ih. feli.h .nd
nuu. il a!>out • cenain d.mj'5tifiC>tion.

Wh.n h. i. on lhal "ag•• h. p<rfunm gestor.. th.l f."" olh." e.n
p<rfurm. Hi. g'>lor<. are not al1"",,,d in ,h••triel c<>d.. of IlUJIculinil)'
follo",""¡ by ,he habiln" of m",t commereW qu... dmce 'I"'c", P.ol
F..nklin'. ch.pter on Ch.lrU. Chaplin'. ge>tor.. >pea. lo lbe f." of .f­
f.mirl<>cy th., h.. h.lonl.d ,he hi.tory of lh. nule dme.. in lh. W..t

Th....me argom.n" are lnddly convered in Ram...y Bor!'. writins on
lh. "ule Daneer. ~ Thi. anli.ff.minale b'" n.., ironie>lly. r<.orface<! in
mm)' ga)' nul. dance 'I"'c". A. ID ieon, , be.mn .1>0>" ,h. dmce floor.
A,ilnce 0><' S'''nr<. th.>., p<nnil lh. d.nce .. to ><e .nd "p<ri.nce lh.
feelings th.y do no! p<nnil ,h.m..I,,,. to lel in. He and ,h. S'>lor<. h.
p<rfurlIlJl.r< b<acon. for al1lh. emotio", th.l, lh. lhrong i. nol al1"",,,d

lo fee\.
Th... pomped-np gym qo..n••Iarte<! onl, in mo.l c....... podgy or

.kinoy '¡"y boY' ""ho att.mp'ed to hide their S'>lor<•. "uny of lhem.
Iik. lh. 1fmm my ..rlie< aolobiographic;o1.cmonl••ttempt.d 'o wa1k Hu
meo and hid. lh. t.Il,a1. qoeer g..lor<. Thi. rul'nr< n.e<!. lo b< critiqo.d
for the oomutive geoder p:lfildisrm lo whieh it .ob>erib<... well a. for
lh••zclWlion;¡ry login ~ appli.. 'o pe,,!,le who do oo! malee i" nornuli,,,
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(on.n ..hite ..,d deddedly nusruline) culo Nonelhele.., lhough lhis .ym­
OOIic violence i. not ¡u>lifuble, one cm cerninly undenl..,d lhi, de,;te
lo be m..culine, lhe.. meu did not 'top.l ,traighlening oul the ,wi.h of
lhei, ...Ix; they ""oo,d ou lhei, bodi...nd .ppro.im.led • hyperm=u­
line id..l.

1 do nol ....,1 lo "'leud ene'llY in mo...lizing '&,iu'l thi. roule to
.urvi,·.1 in • helerouomutive ""rld. lt m",.. "U"', esped.Uy ..hen "'..
eonUder th.l lhe.. lOen e;une in'o m,l5culinity •• lhe)' were .urrounded
by the .pecter of Ihe AIDS pmdemk. The AIDS e..rnrophe provides.
lot of , ..son. lo build up ,he body. Uul im.gine how lwU il mu,l be to
lry 'o look IDd.et so buleh .Jllhe lime. lndeed, Ih... lOen become their
own feti.h of m.sculinity iu th.. lhey bide lhe condilion, of pouibili,)·
llulle.d lo ,heir beeoming huteh. Avi.nce ""...1. ,h..e condition., Th.l
iJI lhe function of lhe counlerfeti!h, He pe,form. the powerful interf.ce
bet",..en femininity ..,d m;¡sculinity ,lut i. "tive in .n)· gender, especi.JI)·
queer on... [n ,hi. r.!hiou he i. ouce '&,iu • eounterfetish, eluei<b'ing the
r..1m.teri.J eonditiou, of our gender .nd desire,

lm.gine ,he relief lhe.. gym queeu, feel .. A,i..,ce lell him..lfhe bolh
rm>ruline..,d feminine,., hi. bbu1oWl..,d .l..nge g..lur.. connote lhe

world. of queer rulfering lh.1 ,he", huddled lOen .tlempllo block oul bul
eIDuol e""p<, IDd the pl..,u"," ofheing .wi.h .nd qu""uy llul lhey e.n­
nol .dmil 'o in ,hei, quotidi.n Iive.. Funhermore, inugine llut hi. perfor­
m;¡nce i, >omelhing ,h.t i. in.lrueti,.., tlu, ,ecodili...igtt' of ilijectioo in
m;¡i",lr..m quee, 'l"'e..-bl.ekne.., feminioily¡elfemüuey_.nd m;¡kes
lhem 001 only d..i...hle bul >omethiog lo be d";red. Im;¡gioe how >ome
of '00'" lOen on lhe dmce finor might come .round lo .c"'ptiog ..,d em­
b...dng ,he queer g..lure lhrough A,imee'. e..mpbry pe,formmce, More
impon"'l, im.gine ..h.1 hi. perfotnunce me'IIJI 'o lh"", 00 lhe m;¡'giIIJI
of lhe crowd, lho....ho luve 00' devo,ed ,hei, Ii,.es lo <bily g)'ttl vi.il.
md lhis hypemuJlculine ide.J, lh"", ..h"", ..ce oc .ppeMID'" doe. nol
conform to rigid ochem;¡'ico of wh.. migh, he bol. lho.. ou the m;¡'giIIJI
CID gel ..treme ple.,uce in .... iog Avim", ri.. from Ihe mu«led m;¡,,,,s,
ele....led .nd luminou•.

Foc lhe ..eioliud cognoscenti, his ge,tur", fuoetioo Iike the >ono..
'001>' ofW, E. U. Du 801•• 1Iu Sc"~ ofBl.uk fuIk, In llul p...digm-.hift­
ing le" Du Boi. medil.t.. on lhe I""""c of Negro mu,;c md the embed­
de<! md .yncrelic me.ning found io ,he", lest.>meol> lo lhe culture of
,bvery.
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W"', m ,h,.. >eng>. onJ ......., Jo 'hoy .....n' I know httl. of mn·
..e .nc1 "n ...y no<hinS m "eh",," rh",e" bu' I u.ow >omotlnns of
....n. KnowmS ,horn, I know ti.., ,h... "'nv .... ,he ortien!.>" m..·

'''S'' oI",b. ,1.,.. 'o ,ho woolJ. lhoy "n u, lb" [¡fe w'" in""" lo ,b.
block .uw. " ...1....nc1 "'PI'Y' J con ..~ly be[¡,," ,h;, of ",m.. of
"""y. Tho ülJ s.,."h , ...no< J.ny ,b. b..".'oocbmS ";'n.., of lb...

"'ng~ They "e ,h. rn"", of.n u"""PPl" pooplo, oí ,he ehnJ",n of
J,..ppo;nlffi,nt; 'h,y ,011 oí tI..,h .nJ ",1f..ms ...J """"CO'J longing
'ow...l • '''''. wodJ. oí mj"y wondoring, .00 h>dJ.n w'Y'."

J ,¡d< ",unding • bil owrdram;¡,ic by u.inS ,hi. m;¡logy. I non.th.I... in-

vnl<. lhio cw.ic l.x' in African Am.'¡c.n len... fur lh...p pU'P""
of c.lling .tr.n'ion lo ,h. p..ho. th.l ond.rli.. ",m. of ,h &'.10....
Vogueing. fur in.lonce, io loo olteo mnoid• .-.d • oimpli..ic cel.b",'ioo
of bl.<:k qo ",Ilu.... It i. >«n ....impl••pprop,¡.'ioo uf high r..h-
ioo o. 0,1>< po-ct. of mmmodity cultore. 1 om propooing th.l, we mighl
... ",m..hios olh.. thm • cel.b..tioo io lh.,e moveo_lhe .lrooS trace
ofhlock .od qo... , 'Ki.Jhed .orviva!, ,h. "')' io which duld,eo o«d lo
im.sio. ho-comiog Other io lh. f.ce of mo.pirins ",lturallogico of whil.
,up"'mK)' ...d h...rooorm.livily. Th. geslo,e mol';", .0 .rtiruble m..-
"S' fo, .11 'o ...ocI, io lhi. c me ge of r.boloo.o= .od r.nt..lic.1
becomiog. lt .;'" conui", olh.. m s•• oo. 1....rtirul.t.d .od mo...
• ph,m..'; bol .qo..:ll)' reley,ol to ony und.nlondiog of qu... gestu,eo.
S'..u.... lh.l,••• I ha>'" Mgoed, .... olteo doubl.- o, multiva!.oced. So
""hile tb. sh.ort-oiSh'ed viewer of AYion," vogo.ioS miSh, only lh•
• pprozioutioo of high-f..hion &omoo, .. h. moveo .od S'..o 00 lh.
"'ge. olh....../he..- .noth.. 'oo., on. of ..elolired "'lf· etmenl io
lh. f.ce of overarrhing oppo.ilion.

Condo"on: The Not-V.ni.hins Point

E,,,,o N."" Yorl< clubs "",nlo.Uy d",. fOl lh. nighl: mo" do.. lh. n..'
.~.cnooo, bul th.y do do... The p<rformonc.. com. 'o.n .nd. Club lUdo
..omble into lni. io be<»d <Lo)-ligh'. ond A"ionce ond olh.. p.cformers
pKk 0P lh.ir o...filO ond mn.up ...d So home fue • ""l",.tiv. "'p. lo lhi.
p<rfonn...ee's .nd? 11>.>1 momeol ..h.n th. wnu. do...? H•• lh. "...i.h­
inS poin! be.o re.ehed? In M=lo Siegel'. infio.n,lol book of donce erili­
ci.m, Al lh, \'o"~¡'i"K Poi"/, A eritre Looi, 01 Da"", Siegel provoc.tiwly



Muñoz, Jos? Esteban. Cruising Utopia : The Then and There of Queer Futurity.
New York, NY, USA: NYU Press, 2009. p 94.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/unalbog/Doc?id=10425196&ppg=94

Copyright © 2009. NYU Press. All rights reserved. 
May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted
under U.S. or applicable copyright law.
 

25/04/2011 Cruising Utopia : The Then and Ther…

…unal.edu.co:2127/…/docPrint.action… 12/40

Iinks <Un.. to lhe notion of o vmi,hing point: <Un.. exi,l:I., o perpetu;¡1
vmi,hing point." Al the momenl of il:l ",,.tion il i. gene. A1l the yun
of t..ining in the .ludio, 011 the chOR'Ogupher". planning, the rehe.,uh,
the cr>ordination of de.ignen, compo",n, and technician<, the rai.ing of
money md the gothering togethe, of an .odien.._.:ll the", .re only •
prepo..tion ror .n .-..,nt llut di..ppe... in lhe >e'Y .el of mote,iolizing.
No othe, art i••o hard to «leh, 00 impo";ble.

Sieg<1 ..rtainly kn""" thot eve'Y v.ni.rung point "gnol•• relurn, the
promi.. of the neXl perrormmce, of continoolion. She argue. thol danc­
e...nd .odience< mo.lh..e been o",..re of th¡, ephemeraiity and .re u..d
il. I .gr« with lhe revered critic. Qu«, dance i. Iurd to calch, ""d il i.
memt to be Iurd lo «tch_il ¡, .oppo..d lo slip througb the fingen .nd
comp,eheMion of loo.. who woold o.. kno",'eJge .gain.t u.. Bot it mot­
ten and ,,!re. on. v..t moler,,1 ""igbt ro, those of u. woo perro,m o,
d,>w imponant ••"'eo>n.. from perfomun... Rolher tIun demoler"l­
i.e, dance renuterWiu.. D.n«, lilre energ)', never di..ppe;u-o; it i••im­
ply t"".sforme<!. Qoeer <Un.., >fler lhe Iive >el, de<. nol jo'l e>pire. lbe
ephemeul d"., not eqll>l onnuteri>lity. tI ¡, mo,e n..rly .oonl anolhe,
ondent>nding of wlut nunen. tI monen to get lo.t in dance o, to Wle
dance lo gel lo.. : lo.t from the .-idonti0'Y logic ofhetero,no.:lity.

Fo, qoeer>, the ge.tore .nd it••fiemuth, the ephemo..1t..ce, nuno,
more llun mm)' t~ilion>1 rond.. of .-idoncing li,..,••nd politk.. lbe
hermeneotic. of r..idoe on which I h..e called .re calib..ted to r..d Avi­

ance'. ge>lure. and know the.. m",..,. o. vast >toreh""... of qu«r hi.t0'Y
and futurily. We .1", must ondent>nd thot o~e' lhe ge.tore expire.. it.
nuterWity luJ¡ t..",ro,med into epheme.. tlul ...., onerly nece""'Y'
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5

Cruising the Toilet

LeRoi Jones/Amiri Baraka, Radical
Black Tradiriom, and Queer Futuriry

AMIRI BARAKA DINOlJNUD much oflhe life ofLeRoiJone>,,,
",~iter, editor, md 000 vi,-,nl in lhe bob.mi. uf Ne... Yorl< City'. Gr«n­
...ich Vill>ge doring!h. 1.t. 19S0s .nd ..,Ir 1960s. JI dillirult pl.y by
LeRo; Joo.. (B.uh), Th< Torl,/' ¡. emblemalic uf ,he lif. lh•• B."h .,­
eh.... wilh lwüly" Nckw.ru gLlnco.' 111, Toi/,I "'... prodoced in 19&\,
on a doobl. hill with. pl>y by Funk O'Hu., on< of lh. m.mbe.. of lh.
demimond. lh., Jone. inh.bited. Though 1 ,ud lh. pl>y ... on",tive
of ,iolence md neS"tion, ~ does noncthel... g<nerate lh. """,ihilil)' of
• critic.1 .nd "topi." puclice of ho('< in lh. f.e< of lo... TIt, Toilrl .ig­
n.l. , queer p'" ""ilh which B>r.k., through t"sed)' in hi. OWII Jife, mu,!
,«ooeil•. Following Ero,! IIloch', Prioripk oi Hop<, [ .m inlerested in lh•
•oci.Uy .ymbolie porfornutiv< dimeIlJlion of cert.in ....h..k proc."",
thil promote. mod.lity of politicil ide>!i"".' [:«< mys.lf p.rticip.ling
in • eonnt.m.."'ti,,, to polilicil nihili""•• fOIm of inquiry thit promol••
",h.. 1 .m e.llin¡; qu•., futurity. Pr<viou....Ihelk md ruJtu",1 produe­

!ion_.ueh >JI thi. ",m.",hil minor p1>y llut "'.. p<rrorm.d ",ithin •
now-.:r:pired utiotk .nc¡'",-olf.... p,,,,,,rfuI critiqu. vi> eounlertl­
.mple of lhe politic>! imp••'" uf lhe pre",nt. Thio tempo",1 op<r<tion i•
• n.bled by. Blochim i",,,..menl in botb the not-y..-here (th. future)
md th. no-long<r-eon.doIIJI (th. p..t). Th< Tor/,t repre..n" • violent .nd
tr>gic queer p••1 thil. ",h.n:«<n Ihroosh th. oplk of queer utopi•• b.­
eom••• "",re. for. critiqo. of. limit.d."d probl.m.tic .tr>ight time. [
.uU••1 lh.t th. I"'rform.li", fore< of th. g<.lure int.nopt••Irnght time
md th. t.mpo'>! ..riclu..... it e""el.,

Thi. elupt....k•• il> I••d from Fred Mot.n'. b,ilIimt /. t/" Brtol:
Tlt, A.,s/IIt1ie> of l¡'" B/ad: Radical Tradih"".' Mot.n d.scribe. lhe eonter­
minoo. rebtion.rup betw«n bbck ,"¡iGOI politb .nd improvi..tion.1
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a..th.ti, p~tie socialed wilh blackn= Lookio¡; .t lh. c.dal blind
>poi' in s.lIy Ran hi.tori"lic.phy of N.w Yoek'. histoeical downtown
boh.mi., Gr<alkW, Villag' 1963: A""nt_Gom' Ptrforman" and l¡'" Ej_
J"",,,mt BoJy,' Molen eouole .. !l.ln.... o"",' .Imo.l "nooieal ",nd.rio¡;
of. downtown.n >cen. th....dud•• bb,k artim .ueh a. ~Roi Joo..,
c.d1 Taylor, md SMIlu.1 D.lmy, H<re I.m io'e",.led in e..tio¡; ligbt on
not ooly thos. import.nt hi.lorieal figu",. bu' a1so olhe...ueh a. ,,1.­
rio Mont.. {the Warhul """,n supe"'!." who played J,"mila C...ro} or
Dorothy D.ao {lbe black "''UIIIID who w.. ,he acmowledged ultimate f.g
h.>.g of th. d.y md ",'Urked .. ,h. marp-longu.d bouneer at Mu', Kam;¡,
Ci'y}, Th••• eh~le" inhabil wh.t Moten ,,11. ,he B-.id. of th;. ,,'.nt­
gard'" hi.tory, in whi,h ll.ln.. i, uninte",..ed.' A1'hough I .m not pro­
pono¡; m .It.mative eanoo of wh.>.t i••n a1",ady ..;'ling, md in som.
"'..)" .lr..dy ".Jt.mative; emon of lbe Amerk.n ."mt-garde, I do WID'
to look .t th... minorili",d hi..ork.J playe" I><e."", 'hey di.rupl domi­
nIDl hi,toriogc.phi•• of queer ,,'.nt-gan:li,m md radieal a..th.ti" IDd
poliliC5,' Gloria Anza1dú.l f.mou'¡y indieat.d ,hat jo",;o (qu••,,) eould
b< found al th.!>a.. of ''''ry lib<rationi,t "",ial movemeo'.' And whil.
tal•• of social movemeol5 in ,h. Uniled Stales eon'inu. to ignore jo/tria,
to m eyen larger degree di.dplin.,,)' ."oun" of • ..-.nl-gorde ..,th.tie.
underpla)' both ..plicid)' qu«r presene...nd (pemal" ••peei.llly) c.­
dalized I"'rtidl"'tioo, labor, md in!luen«. Anzaldú., iniunetion lo look
for jokria i•• <>11 to dep10y • narrati,,,, of ,he p..l to e""bl. better un­
d.rn..nding .nd ,riliquio¡; of. f.ltering p",..n'. In lhi. "'''''' her eall for
me.tiza <onocioosn... i•• lookio¡; back lo. fecund no-loo¡;er-eo""io,,"
in lbe ..rvice of. fu'uri')' th.. ""im th. ".riou. viol.nt "lIDmetri.. th.,
dominat. the presenl.

w ToUd huid. a piro,a1 pl.c< in Jon../Baru", hi,toey of ..-ti,tic pro­
du,lion. lt ¡,." b<.n eall.d th. mo" homoero'ie play in. 'p.te of other
homo<rolie or queerly ""¡en«d worh by jon../Rac...., .ueh <>JI 111, Bap­
li,m, mootly produ,ed during the e.rly 1960>. My proieet h."" however,
i. oo! 'o "bring out" Jon.. or liara.... Any .ueh ge.tu", ",'Uuld 1>< redue­
tive. lru;t...., I wml 'o diocu" th. negoti.ltiou uf IDimaling qu«r .n.rgi..
in 111, Torl,t to ,0n5ider wh.>.t qo«rn... migbl t.n WI about ,h. lemporal
particuL"ity of ,he G"",nwieh Village lifeworld of the 1960> .nd wh.,
il5 r=ne.. migbl m'ID ,oo.),. Wh.n I ",fer to th. mimating force of
queern... I 'P"'ifi<>11y ",..n' to di.co". moJe of qu.er performalivity_
thal i., not th. b,l of. queer id.ntity but th. forc. of a kind of queer
doing. My melbooological eoneern at thi, point i. m an.ntiyen... lo th.
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proJueti'''' .nd counl.rproJuctive d.plo)"nen.. of th. 1"'''' Jon•• hi"".lf
h.. ~n ouled.1 dilfereol ioler",,1o by form.. Kqu.inl.ncu. Hi, form..
lo....nd th. mo,h.. of Iwo of hi. child n, ,he poel Dw,e di Prim., in

h.. m.mni. Aly Lif' '" a Womao h.. mo Ihm inlim.led th., ,.,h...... m.
" ... not overly IhreHeoed by lh, olh.. womeo wilh ,.,hum Jon•• 'p.nl
lim., ohe w•• m';d ,h.>t m. woold ollim.lely loo< her love. lo • mm.' Sh•
•1.0 ch....'clerhed th. fedor.J go..rnm.nl" crKkdown of Ih.ir impor!.>nl
Iiterary ¡Oom.1 of th. ><:en•• 111< F1c"h'og Btar, .. Iu"o'iog lo do ,.,ith ,n
.....y by Willi.", Burrough. ,nd. "homooeru.J pl.y" by Jon.,. An oul­
iog th.1 ,..,"" ''J'''Ci>lIy bine. ,od "o'iodklive i. by Joe LeSo.o., Frank
O'H",ú roomnul., lo hi. ,010biographic.J l••, Dig..."¡"''' "O .se"" Pe­
,ms by fraol O'Hara, LeSueu. iodu1g.. in >om. ''J'''CWI)' 'pitefol p.oo.
Ihll [dl••t ,ome leog,h bec.tl« 1 fe.1 il i, ..ped.lly iIlumin.l'ing wh.n
oo. couoomJon.'" pbce in Ihi, dowolown milieo:

~''''. <cmp.<ct, phl"'ic.lly .p"""i,,&> coo..",.hwly dn-o..d, el..""

io"lligoo'. obv;ou,jy g;fied, >en oí. N.w Jo'''}' po"m.on_h.... w..

• )'OUog blKk ".." woo ...med 'o "'-rom no .o&" o......n<m.o',.o

,"', h;. N'y "'".., 'p"ldmg .yo".ud courtly m,,,,o,,, qu;dly,."o

o.......')'Ono he m" io <h. down'own .rt .od f'O"'y «>mmuoil)' 01
,h. "lo ¡;fi..~ whi.h w.. wh.n F••ok hecuo. friend. w..h him ,od h.

would drop by. fin' wh.o .......... liring .. 90 Un....,,¡l)' l'l.co, "lo' '"
E... 9th ......., oom<tim.. "'y;ng o... ,od oh.ring F",ti,.., bed, wh,"

[, <h....,. ooul oí '¡¡"",",,,,o. w.. io my own bed, mindms my owo

h""""'" no"...kmS ~u,,"""~ o...., .."oS' wo,d ro '0""'" ",..
•bou, who, I 'oougb' m'si" he !!OioS 00 Ro; he'og , m......d ""'o, 1".

,h"....ud" hot.ro,..u'" And how.m ["'P"'d 1m <h" d'",_ion,

i<HpioS ro ml"'.lf wh" I ,",uld d'n< ou, on' A1mo<l ' .....n'y)'N".ft..

F..ok·, "",h, [ po<ked op , "'py 01 Th. A"_"l:"'rhl "f L<ll,,; J<-o/
Amiri Sor.....nd found my .." .., wh.o le upoo. I'-""S' [.._

f.ninsl ro me .. F..ok O'Hm', ho,-Ih.nd wi<h mphmoo' ,hrown

io .bou, my ono.i. ,,., so<>.! Ioob, wh;ch hy no m..o, muog"¡ my

P"lu•. Tho I'-""S'o whi<h l"m un"''' 'o quoto, 'mKked oí. ".n.d
hom"'l'hobi••nd w.. utl.rly di'¡o&,ou,""~;""mu.h .. h. kn..... ,,,,-,

F..ok .nd [ "''''0'' lovo...'

L.Su.u" invoc.lion of Joo.. i••rplicitly ..d,t, .. <\ideoe<d by hi. d.­
mipli.. IIDgo.ge. whieb iodude> hi. coodeo<,oding reference lo Ih.
"d• .rly intelligenl. obviood)' gifted" Mliot; hU relime< on clieh" o.ed to
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d<'>Cribe bt.ex I""'pl•• induding lh. phra.......y Inul." .nd .,p.nwng
<Y"; ;md ,h. feli.hi,tic <leployrnent of lh. word ">tud." uSu.u, fel, ..S'
l"",;ud wh.l h. "p<'i.nc<d ... p.""n;¡1 h.l,,)..I. lhi. quobtion i. mo",
lhm • mino, poe!'...nle of inl.",.,,,on;¡l .lish' 1nd g.n...! hin.m=.
M1nY m.mbe" of ,h.t ...n. "'gi"e",dJon." p....g. f,om token in<.ide,
lo .ngry mililm' out'¡de, in memoi" .nd di..i••. [n uSueur', ehronid.
we...., mo,h.. birl)' >t.ndMd mo",; ,h. '«pon•• to Jone" ",,,iled ho­
mophohi.l" f.el, Iike full-fleJg.d homophobi., conveyeJ vi•• l1ngu.S' of
..d.m••nicobling • f""hle compbinl ofhypocri.y. lhe eh.uge of homo­
..=lily 1nd i.. entwinemen' with I>omophobi. hi, nol only b.en • baic
deployeJ by whil< write". In Jen)" Gmo W.n" biog"phy. Amiri &""'~;
JIu: PoIiti" o.d 04.11 ofo Blad: I.tdl"ruol. lh••uthor eommenb on B.ralo',
p<rfo'mIDc« of h)l"',nu>rulinity." Acco'ding lo W.n" , ....1 "er«>­
lY!"" of hbá hype,nu>rulinily. 1;"1 indod<d ¡u:llific.lioM fo, lhe "p'
of white women md viol.nt bu"l. of homophobic rhelone th.. "nusked
Jon..·, hom",exu.! 1"'1."" lhe p.rfomunce of C11~ng ou' Jon.'" qoee,
p..t j•• t.mporal m",,, lo which J woold Iike lo ",tom in lhi. chipte,. Bol
J wi,h 'o do '" whil. '''''''ing lhe moralizing impol.. th.l dri",. uSueu,
md W.tu. Mot.n', chi..aeriwion of Jon.'" hi.y qo..,m... i. ,h. m",l
o.efu] d...ription [ h"" encoonter«!. Hi. l.ke on ,b< B,lI"lo of the ..rly
J96O> d.mi;"" lh. ,",,,,,lion of. "hom"".nuI, i.t.""dil ..im"," .nd
ib concomilm' di..",wil. SánlT'< m"M both ..rog:¡.lion .nd fi, in lhi.
iMl.n«. [ .m .100 inl<,«t.d in mo,b<, "p<a of thi. quoem..., which
doe, nol Iin. op wilh m",' contempo'M)" und."I1ndinl\' of lh. t..m. [
me.n 'o d""crib. lhi. momen'. lhe lime md pI... of lh¡, rei.ltio.w fi.ld.
where Jon.~ ilong wilh di Prim;¡. lhe Jod.on d.nce, Fr«! Herloo, 1nd lh.
j= m"",dm Cedl T.)1or, ..1 'ogether in di Primú 'p'lftmen' .nd >t.­
pl.d log.th", n" F1ooti,,!: &a, Th.l pivo'il ¡Oum;¡J indoded poe= by
F..nx O'H.... colbg.. by the .nigm1tic R>.y JohnJlOn. 1nd ID ....). by
Willi;nn S. Bo,roosh" Much of the work publi.hed lh.", 'ignil•• kind of
quoe, polenliility thi, ezi.led b.fo", ,h. ,tul'ifying .If.a, of oom. id.n­
lib,ion nM,.lti,,,. in.lill<d .fier the modem &,)' movem.nl 'oox hold"
A B1ochi.n und."I1nding of lempornity. "p«jilly ib ,mphi';. on lh.
power of fo'orily, ¡, key lo undersrmding &rak••nd hi, pt.e•. A. Bloch
m;¡ke. d .... ,he 1"'1. ",,,n • willfull)' ide.Ii.<d one .uch •• ,h. on. J "'­
h...... in lhi, chipl... 1.lb o. oom.thing .boul lh. p,,,,,,nt, It lell. u. tl..l
oom.thing i, mi,';ng. o, oom.thing i. nol yet h.",. Bloch', ononhoJo,
md m...imic ""uni",, ",,,,,..1<. ilong.id. ,b< bl..x "dic.1 l"dilion
lh.l Moten in",ke••fi.. C<dric ROOinoon. RobinJlOn'.lempo,:d m;¡pping
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of bt.ek r..i.bo« .nd .odu..o« to c.pit.Ji,m pr«"t.. K..l M...x ",d iJI
remioioc.nt of th. t.mpo..l work th>, Bloch .dmc.t... If th. couditioo of
p"',;bility fu, bJ.cl<n... i,. con';n r>diáln... in ,eJ.tiou lo c.piblism'.
n.lur>lizing lempor>llogIc, lh. bJ.ck "dic.1 'r>dition i••n¡;>ged in. m;¡­

n.uv., ,h.t help••Iucid... qu.., futurity.! wi'" lo look.t on. p>rtirul...
mom.nt of th>l tr.dition, .umplili.d io Th, Toi!<t, th>t iulinuted molh.,
way ofb<ing withiu bolb bJ.cl<n... md oomo",xu;¡lo..._preci",ly.t th.
poiot of wh>t Moten deocrib.••• th. bom""' .:t-iot.rracW ",jzure.

Fo, Bloch, ...th.tic production de><> mo ,h", sueially srmbolic
work. lnd«d, there i. a perform;¡nce of futurity .mb.dded in lbe •••­
th.tic. Bloch', protocol. ol ...th.tic an.Jy>i. di...cted m ere tow>rd wh>t
h. called lh. m'icipalory ilIumination of .n. Queem... io my fonow.­
tiou i• .:t... nol quit< h.... ",d uo long.. cOMcious. Qu••m.... if it i. to
h".. my political ....on"'ce, u«do to be mo,e th.n '" id.n'ib,ian m>rke,
md to miru;'le • fu,w.rd-d>wning futurity, lh. di>lectical muvem.n'
th>ll am att.mpling to nplic.t. i. th. int.,be. bet",...n '" .ogag.m.nt
wi,h lh. uo-louger-cottJIciou. ",d th. not-yet-he ..., ru. Blochi>o h.no.­
n.u'ic i•••peci>lly felicitou. ",'h.n con.id..ing tbe qu.., ....idu. md .i­
m"l,,,,,,,,u. pot.n'i.Jity thal lay .t th. cont.. of th•••ampl. th.. Jon••/
B....I<.;¡ IDd Th, T...-kl g.n...t.,

Th, Toi!,t i, a oo.-acl play ••t in • high ochool ...,troom. Al ,h••od
of ,h. ochool d.y • group of bL.ck ,tud.nt, .nt." lbe I,,'''ory. lh.y ....
''I'ecting ...m.....nt, which i, t<V• .J.d 'o b. • light be'",...n lwo young
meu, on. bL.ck .od one whi... lh. would-b. combatID"_R>y, koowo
by hi, ochoolm.t., .. Foo", .nd Jmy K..oIi" who i. d.,cribe<! ...
"paddy"_do uol 'ppe;or uu,il .bou, ,h. middle of th. play, lhe .<tion
th>l domin.t•• tbe li h>lf of th. drama ¡, ,h. playlol badgeriug ",d ver-
b.:t tauuting ofFoot" mble<! m.ud>. lt ¡, de.. from ,h. d;'logu. th>t
Foot" woo i. d.ocribe<! as un.:tl md comp>cl, j, uouetbele.. th. uuof­
¡¡c;,ll.ade, of ,hi. cobon, He i,.:t... ,h. oul)' membe, who j. deoc,ib.d
.. a good ,tud.n!. Anoth.. domin>ot m.mbe< i. Ora, a viol.n' bully who
thr....u' ,h. oth.. young m.n io '" .x' m.ly m.nKiog f»hion. Hi.
nam. connot•• ,he oral 01"'....:tity bul .:t ,h. qu••lion of aural th>l, fo,
Mo'eu, pJ.ys .n induk.J rol. in a bt.ek ..dical t"di'ion. Moreo""" 'h....
iJI th. ot.:t thr..t of,h t, .ith.. open or oot, ,hal i, alw'j'I ...lational
to th. qu.>lioo of"", ,ec ", ",d di,do.ur<,

Whil. th. boyo ""ro.:tly ;uu<t, 'h.... i, • m""¡'"ot fu, K>roli. und..
way io th. halk Wh.o 'wo olhe, bo)". on. b¡'ck .od on. wWt., .n'..
th. r..lroom, lbe whit. oo., Donald Fm.lI, "",n dioco.." lhat lhe point
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of tru. g>th..ing i•• g>ng .".>olt on Karoli.. O ... d"". no' perroit FarreU
to d.f.nd Iúroli. ",rb>1ly hy ..",.ling wh.t migh, b. • fl<>a'ing tru,h, th.
op<n >«:rel of Karoli••nd R.y', ..1.lion.hip.

O ... puneh•• Farr.U in th. 'tonueh, and FarreU bU.. douhl.d O"" in
pain, ru. lil" t.mpomily .e.led, Th.n Iúroli. i. d..gg.d into th. ,estroom
by Knowles and Siipp)', Ihe two J"'ung men ",nI to fetch him, Hi. bce
is hloody. He has .I...dy h.en .,,,..,..Iy b..ten, O .. taunts Karoli., telling

him llut he h... nice ...u...ge fo, him, The ",rN1 pl>y hum. somewhe..
be'w...n • taunt .nd the th...t of ..nu1 vioL.tion. At thi. poiot Foot.
nuu. hi••pp'....nce. Ooee Foots en'el>, the.. i•••hili io ,he pl>y '. t.lI,
and lCeoe dir<ctioo becom•• as important •• dWogue. He.. i. ,he mo­
menl in the Ie>t wheo Foots fil>t nolio.. hi. intended opponen!.

foot.; Y..h wmoboJy tolJ h'm Knowl.. , ..d ... w"lI"n", locx K.ro·
UO .... (Seoing k.orol;... ,h. corn.. fo, t'" "'" "m•. H'• .-...c""n ,.

horro, .ud d'OSU" .. , oot h. leer' ;t "",,,oIlN .. ;. h'. ",w, .nd
"",.-.iy "'Ir wh"t1... ) GodUmn' W"'t , ... fuck "'ppo""d 'o hUn'

(H. go<" ovo, to K.roli••0J ln..l. ""'" him, tlu-Nton;ng lo "'Y '00
lons- H. con'roh ,... Unpul.. mJ &'" "p ,nd w.lb ho<k 'o w"'", h.

w.~ H." ""lu'S 'h,oushout h', ...'on.) Doron, w"'t)'OU SUY" Jo'
¡';:'U th. e," (1; 5l)

S<:en. di..ction i. ,he pl>y'. eho..OS'.pliy of the gestu..1t1ut i. e.ped.Uy
.ttun.d 'o th. 'empo..lilyof diog lhe pl>y .Iong ,he provi.ion;¡lly p....I-
1.llioe. of the hl.ck ...die;u t dition .nd ,he proj.ct of qu..., futurity, Mo-
teo'• .,wyU. 1uJI.1so pointed to tb< emph..i. on movemeo' in the pL.y.
He i. e.ped.Uy ..tute .oout Foo," ..lltion lo mo..m.nt, how hi. fe..
... indee<! .Jw'J'" moving md running, lile bi. mou,h. üf enu,"" he i••Iso
ruooing from the force fi.ld of qu..., d••ire, the th...t t1ut mim.te. the
op<o ..erel,' ..e..t th.. thre..ens lo xeep him ho..riog .bo>.., K.roli. fo,
too long,. force he n••d. to ...i.t,.n impul.. ,hat n..d. to b< controU.d.
(This i. the >«:rel th.1 LeSu.ur .uppos.dly upt to him..lf, ,h.t ,he jilted
lo.., di !'rimo pulo forth in he, memoi" .nd th.t w.tt. hlurt. out io hi.
thr..-hund..d-plu.-p.ge cond.mn.ltion of B..-alr.o.) What happ.n••t
thi. moment in ,he pl>y CID be .... n as. ehoreoguph)',. dance nuca!>re,
scored bythe de.th drive, • tune th.t i., •• Loe Edelman ..-gu", end.míe to
queeme... " Th. dance i••1.0 ,he ehoreogr.phy of ehildhood ,-;ol<n« .nd
brulility, ano,he, quee, ¡=t th.1 h.unts que.,. in ,he presenl, much in th.
same ""y th.1 the p..1ofTho Toól..r h.unled the bbck n;¡tion.li.t Ririli.
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Foot. mol> lo put m eod to ,hi. <Uneo, 001 wIDliog to perform i' for
m audi.oc<. H< lell. h;, frieod. ,h.>.t K.roli. ,.., ,uppo><d 'o b. b..t.n
by him .nd ,h.>.t lh. aft,,-ochool rumbl. h.>.. beeo ruioed for him, 0'"
1.1), Fool> lo d"'g Karoli. 00 hi. fu.l 00 ,h.t h. cao knock KaroliJI down
'&,io. 0'" io.i.l. ,h.t lh. fighl go on .. promi..d, d..pil. K:uoli'. 1"'­
lh.lic ".t•. E",,,1l th<o g<t. up. Fool••ugg..l. ,h.>.t h" gol oul, lh.l h"
h.. 00 borin"" th",,,. FarreH .51,'0 take K..oIi. with him and ..b why
h" i••houl lo be be.t"n. Ora r",..,.I. ,h.t K..oIi...01 • I"n« 'o Pool<
in whieh h" ..e1>im"d th., R>y/Foot. "'.... be.u'iful and ,h.t he mot"d
lo gi'''' rum • hlow¡ob. FmeH pro'",u lhh impeodiog .,,,,ck IDd i. ahoul
lo .ugge>t, ~ would .... m, lh.llhe", i. mo", lo ,h" ",1>'ionship bel"",,,n

lh" '''''' ,han th" "0'1 of Karoli" ",~itiog • nush oote oul of the blu"
would iodic.te. Jt would ...m ,h.t ,hi. ",I.tion.hip hu lh" ,talu. of wh.l,
can be ..H«I ..mipublic kno",'edge. lb",e io, of eoun<, anolber ",.d­
ing lo be nud" aboul I"ne,", purloio"d and olh",wi... Bul thi. i. 001 th"
mom"nl to mue an .'lIum"ot for wh.t "",maio. of!he rigoifi", wheu il
h•• no more .ignifieation; •• B.arb.a", Joho,,,,, argu"d in !he ca« of Po••
purloio«l I"n"," lmtead, oignificatioo .hound., poteo'i.lity doued ..
inou"odo. Before F..",1l iJI fin.1Ily ,,;.cled by Or., K:uoIi. ,t.r...l Pools

md .dd",.... rum by hh olh", nam", "Oh R>y, eom" oo. Wh)' dou', you
com" off ~¡. (I; S6),

lb" ool·oo·uospeu.ble i••1mo" .pok<n.' thi. mom"n!. And, on th>l
rue, ju.l wh"n i' ""'IIIJI" iffurth", c;un;¡ge ha. beeo ''''r!e<!, Karolio, L,,­

...ru.-lih, ri.., from lbe coro", whe", h" h.. beeo .Jump"d. H" ..daimo,
'Nobody h.l. lo le>ve. I "'''nI lo fighl you Ray. (H" begin. lo pull him­
..If up. He ¡, uOlleady on ru. f«l, bu' del"rmined 'o g<t up , .. IDd to
figh!.) 1 ""anl lo fight you," "WIDl" i.lbe ",,,rd emph";l«l lhrough il.li..
in !he lnl, .nd lhu. deoi", ¡, ll.mpo..d. Karoli. I""h.. "hilIlJl"lf off th"
",...11 .Jigh'ly md [wipe.] hi, fae" with hi••1"""," (I, 57). He ..11. out to
Foot. huI modifi.. !he "rueture of .dd",... in !he >aro" w>y FmeH did
• be., e..li"" "No, Ray. Doo'l h.lve th"m lea"" 1mot to figh' you," 00"

onlnok<r ",H. oU', "Gol it 00 feH..," lb" .."o•• ",uutioo 'p«d, up:

I"uol;, Yeh' llw'. why ........ he.., huh' ['U ligh' you, Foo'" (51""
lhe ""'''') I'U ligh' you. R;gh' he.. ", 'h;, ...... plJce wh",e you...d

yoo,,,,,,,, w,' Roy. (&.."",;ng he l""~.. ., Foo<• .nJ ""....V" lo

V,h him ;n • ,hoke hold.) Roy, roo ..id you' """,e w... y"" .00 Roy.

R;gh' he.. "' lb" filthy '0;("'. y"" ,00 R.r. (H••, cholti"~ 1'<>0" .nd
"""ouns- Foo<. >truggl... ,nJ " punch;ng K.roli. m lh. b.>ck.,d
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>lomKh, hu, h. c.,,'- SO' oo' of ,h. hoIJ,) Yoo pul Y"'" h..od on m•
...d Ly' (r,~)

K.roil. h.. tb. uPP<' h>nd in the fight, but th. gmg joi", in and ..."'.
Foot•. K>roliJI iJI b••ten do...n ""d li•• in th. center of the 'oom. limpo
Ora drape. him in wet 'oilet I"'per. ""d th. ,,,,t of the gr""p k«p. him
from .ticking the be.ten boy'. h..d in the 'oil.t Foots iJI mocl<ed by hi.
friend••• l..der d.po><d, B.fo,. exiting, Ora tili•• p'per cup, dip. it in
the commode, ;md ,hro.... it in Foot'" b". He 1«ves the room .. well.
K.roil••trugglesto g.t up but ",11.1"" on ,he dirty rloor. Tuming from
p.uph,... to Jon.....etu.:l ".g. not••• we ... th>, the pl>y '. 1>>1 moment
¡, complctely gestural:

Mior. mmu" "" '" K.rol" ...."... h~ h..od. Th.n h•• h....l m"""••od
h. ",•• lo Iook o!" H• .I.-.w. h" los> op "0<1<. h;m .nd pu'¡'.. h••

h....l off 1,," 1Ioor. Rn"ly ... m."'S"' 1" SO" 1" h •• h.nd••nd kno..
H. ",wl. ovo, ,,, ono of 1,," ",mmo<io., pull. hina.lf up. lh.n f"b

h.o.kw...l .wkw...lIy.nd hNVily. Al lh~ po'n'. lh. <loo." p".h.d
opon d;s!'l!y. lh.n ;, opo"' ",mplotoly ",J F"",,, ",mo. "'- H. """.

" K.rolio hody In....."od, Iook. qo",Uy ovo, h•••hooIJ.., l,,"n

runo .nd kno.b boln.. lh. hody, ......p;ng.nd .....liog lh. h..J io h••

• nn. (r. 58_59)

lb. pl>y '. fin.:l mom.ot i....urth dwelling on, .:lthough 1 do not w.nt to
...t lhe gesture of t.n<!ernes••• ,.d.mptive. 1 ;un not interest.d io c1«n.­
ing th. violeo" ,lu.t ...turates .Imoo '''''1' utterIDce IDd m",.. in th. pl.y.
But 1non.th.I... w.nt to ",,,,ider ho........ might re>d tru••nding witrun
th. n..... of th. ru"ori..1moment, rel>tio",,1 'o "" .ulho" ...tu••• ou'­
.idor .mong ""!side,, in. 1",t bohem". ID espi..d "'lnt-gud•. furili
,.n""nces qu«rn.... few Y'''''' I>ter, H....n .hou" d"",n lhe pl.y'. sor
d••ignor. Lury Rj,..", ,h. >I"'ight ¡Wnter who .......1.0 F,w O'Hu,'•
• rt-boy, ..mi-,ough-trad. lo",r, in • public forum."lhis mom.nt non.­
th.I... 'ell•• >to')' th., .uggest. ",m. kind of futurity, • ,.I>'ion.1 po­
t.n'''lit)' w",th holding on lo. B..tor<d and brui.<d, .h..tered by io'em.1
""d OIlern.:l IT.nzi.. ofhomopbobic viol.o". ,1>< ",mNt.nt lo.." non.­
th.I... h>ve thi. mom.nt of ...uun<!ed ,ocognition tNt toi), u. th>t ,hi.
mom.nt in time ""d io thi. pl>co. lhe mom.nt of. p';n-riddl.d youth, i.
not .11 ,h.,. i., ,lu.t ind..,d ",m.thiog i. mi"'iog, lh. g<>lu.-.l .pe"" to
th.t wruch is, to u•• B1och'. ph,.... lhe nut-ret-he,., lh. ge<ture i, nut
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Cnmin¡ tho 'oOot .,

lh. eoh....neo or tol.>lily of m"",m.nl. G.,tu ... for Giorgio As>m""u i•
..emp!>ry of the politics of • "m"IIJI wilhool end.." Th. &"tuul ..i,lo ..
an ide.Ii,1 mmife.blion .nd uo! monoli,hic >el dir«t.d to",..ol .n

".nd": "Wh.l eh"",ct<rires s"'tu i. tlu, in it no,hins i. ""ing produ«d
or .aed, bul .ometrung i. ""inS .ndu...d and .upporl<d."'· Th. go.lu... in­
l.rrupl. lh. norm.live fl"",' of 'ime ;ond movem.nt. Th. im.se of lh. lover
holdiug/.nduring/supporting the o,her'. b.ner«! body i. poiSlUnt ""hen
"'.., ...eall tlu, Fool., ",ho io .lw»" doing/runnius hi. moulh or his feel,
io filUlIy .lill, livinS ""ilhin lhe queer lempo...lity of lhe S'''u,..),. 'em­
po...lily ,h.t .id••lep••tu.ishl 'im" heleronornutive ""nI. lhe polilie.
of qu«r ulopi. "e umibrly no! ¡,...,¡ on p criplive end. bul, insre.d,
on the .ignrneance of. crilie.1 funetiou ,lu.t son.te. Iike the lempo...1
inlerrupliou of lhe g"'tu .... Bloch ...¡.aed wh.ll he e.Jled ".b.lract ulo­
pio' th.l" within lh. frame of Ag>mhen'. ",ritiuS' would indood b•• P"'­
.cripli>e "end."" lhe quoor futurity llu.ll .m describins i. uol ;on end bul
an op.niuS or horirou. Quoor ulopi. i•• mod.lity of crilique th...p..b
lo quotidian S"lu...... I.deu wi,h poIentiilily. lhe quoorn= of queer
fu'urity, lik. lhe bbáne.. of. blKk ...dic.1 tudi'ion, i.....l.ltiond .nd
eoU.ai,.., modality of endu...nee and support. Th. &,'ture of cr.dliuS lh.
he.d of ono'.lover, .lover on. h.. l>etr.yed, is ,he...fo uol.n.ct of ...-
demplion th.l milis>les violeu«; it i. inste.d. fu,u beiuS wilhin lhe
p.....nl th.. i, both • utopion kernel .nd an an'icip.lory iIlumilUtiou. lt i,
• ""inS in, 'ow"d, ;ond fur fu'urit)'.

Loo Edelnun, in hi. powerful polemic No ""1"'" Q"ttr Thro,., aoo ti"
D<alll Priv<, wi.h.. to .Ien ru. "..J". lo lh. f.a ,h.t "lhe .lructurins
optimism of polilin of ""hieh lhe ooler of me.nins ",mmi.. o., in<t.JlinS
.. it doe> ,he perpetUolI hope of ...>ehinS me.run¡; throuSh >ignifie..ion,
io .lw'Y" 1woold ..sue, • u"&llion of ,hi. prim;¡I, co",liloli,.., and ues>­
ti,.e .et."" PoIitic.1 hope b.iL. quee" b«.u.., Iike .ignifie..ion, il "'.. nol
origilUlI)' m.de for os. It ",solUl... only on lhe le 1of ...prodoct;"" fulu-
rily. ln.le.d, Ede1man "eommeud. ,h.t quoo" Si up hope md embrace
• cert.in nes>lion endemie to oor .b;'ction ""i,hin lh. symoolic. Wlul "'..,
S'l, in exclu.nS' for givius up on futurity, wandouins polilin .nd hop., i.
• cert.in ¡oui.....ee llu.l .. oneo d.rine. ;ond n<gol'" u.. Edelnun'. p"yeho­
an.Jytie op'ic r."e.J. llu.t ,he sociol i. inope...ble for lhe .l""ro .Jre.d)'
.lu.rre...d quoor .ub¡.a."

llu.ve .rrempled to ootline lhi, polemic iu. f..hion th.. di'p1.ys somo
of my .dmi...tiou fur il. 1'sr« wilh .nd foollu.iled by mueh of No ""tu",.
lndood, wheu 1 ne¡;otio'e th. ewr-ine,,";n¡; .idew.lk ob",des produced
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by ",.."i..d b>by >trol1en on p.ad. in th. dty in wrueh Ili,.., th••h... r
nugnilude of th. vehides th.1 [bunl th. ine",dible nund.le of rep",due­
tion .. ""rld-hi.loric.1 virtu., 1could nol b< mo", h;ril.d wilb ....Iem.nt
.ueh ... "Qu...me.. IWIIes lbe Ude of 'not fighting for lbe ehild",n,' th•
•id. of out.id. the COM.n.u> by which .11 politics confirmo the v.lu. of
"'productive futuri>m"" But ...t",ngl)' •• 1 "'ject "'produclive futurit)" I
non..h.I... ",fu.. to give up on concepto rueh .. polilics, hop., and a fu­
tu", th.t i> not!Ud >tutf, "\;o)-I>.lhe", .re momento .fier the f",nzy of n.­
g>lion tb>1 i> .ymooliw:i ....trem. ,;ol.n« in Tlt, Toilt/, .uch .. Iúroli.
eradling Foots'. h.ad, Ih.t mighl di.pl.y an <lhi.. ofemb=ing on'Hon­
..ituting neg.>tion. remap' tb>1 g••to", i•• mmife..alion of qu••me.'"
joui...n«. It e..taiuly ",ad. lil<. ••moldering mom.nt in • J.an G.n.t
t.xt. Ed.lm.,ú emphasi. ou qu... joui...n«, hi. eb>rg. tb>t we bke up
00' .bj.aion within th. >oc;.,], i. álibr;ot.d on .mbradng th. n..e..MJ'
f;rilo", within th••ymoolic .nd wilhin Ihe prolocolo of re..on. A ",ading
aligned with lru. polemi< would "'jea an und<"bnding uf tru. bloodi.d
embace bet",..en men .. indie.ting my nolion of • principie of hopeo
lhu., Jone'" only jo.lifie.tioo fo, th. pby'. ending would b< ",butfed by
an Edelman'in.pi",d "'.ding. In. 1978 inlerv;'w, we1l .ft.. tb< heyd>y
of bi. IUtiolUli.. sep=thm and bi. immemon in a p.rticobr 1>l>rxi.t­
SI.:lini,t configuralion, B=k. d=<l!><d lbe end uf lhe pl.y •• t"l<.d on,
expbining Ib>t ~ ",... m.ant to end with the fight,

1 .., th... fo,. whH. <lunL"s, w.. <lu, ....Uy <h. w~" hod 'o .od'
Th. ",hoIo lh'ng ....ded .,m.. ltioo of ..pproch."..o'_<h... w., •
q...."'" of ",.nting 'o olf", dal ltioo offr..odoh'p th...."t<-d ..ro..
""''''''0.<1 >oc..llio... Al th. hm. 1 w.. "",rr'od ro • wh". ""'"""',

.00 moo! ofth. fn.OO. J h.J wo<. whu•• on ,h. Low..- I ... Sid ••

1 diJn', go .rouOO 'h'okmg .. my m'nd lh.. ;, ,h< ..... bu< J thm!<

th.. " why th.. kmJ of .nJ'ng ...mod roo« .pproph", to m. " th.

"m•."
w. lulow th.lt nun)' of ,he.. ",hite fti<nd. 00 ,he Lo...., E..t Sid., .ueh
a. O'Hn. and AJI.n Gin.berg, we",.Iso. linl. l..ender, lhe interv;'w
wot!<. a•• mild di..,-ow.:l of ,he pl.y'. ending,. di.pb)' of .mbiv.:leoce
thal igno",. iu qu... ;o/fect .nd lenor. lhe author '. n..d to ju.lify hi. end
a. lbe 'PP"_menl of hi> immedi.t. >oc;.,] ""rld n'N' further ..rutiny.
A tum to Heg.l vi. Judi,h Butler. rec.nt m.dibtion on the longing for
«eognitioo can further ..plic.te th••1""" in lru. moment of conl..t



Muñoz, Jos? Esteban. Cruising Utopia : The Then and There of Queer Futurity.
New York, NY, USA: NYU Press, 2009. p 114.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/unalbog/Doc?id=10425196&ppg=114

Copyright © 2009. NYU Press. All rights reserved. 
May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted
under U.S. or applicable copyright law.
 

25/04/2011 Cruising Utopia : The Then and Ther…

…unal.edu.co:2127/…/docPrint.action… 32/40

..,d interrac;,,] intilIlKJ'." Bull.. lell. a ..le of ",cognilion, made bmoWl
by G. W, F, Hogel in TIt, p¡".""".o1v 01 Spinl" lt i. a repr.,ent.live
momenl llul ugnal. lb< .piril of G,rman phi1osophical ide>lism in ""hich
Bloch and other u.opian lhinke.. participale, and ~ further ilIumin.le. lhe
pl>y '. eodin¡;- Rotleding 00 the paadigm of tho nusl.. ..,d lhe bond.­
mm, Buller ou.lines lhe ",I.ltion to ..lf IDd othe"

Th. mom.o' 'o -Loc.hh'p.OO Boodog.'- wh." th. 'wc ..If·<oo><"""_
"..... como lo ,ocogrU" o... ,,,,,th.. ". K<o,dmg1y, lo th. "Iil. ,00

dNth "ru~-'h.mom.o' lo """"'h thoy.",h ... th. ",",,,,.1 po.....
thoy hove 10 ,on'ltil... th. Oth.. ,00. th...by, do>lroy tho ",OOition

of th." <>Wn ..lf_.-.tloction. lhn•• " " .. , momoo' oí funJ.m.nuJ
vulo",Wih'y th.. ....,<w>ition 1>o<<>mO< f'O""bl<••00 nood 1>0<0"'''

..lf_<o"""om. Wh.. ,oc<>gru"oo Jo.. .....,h , momon' i~ lo ho "'''.

to hoIJ d..tructi<m lo <h.d.'"

The Hegelian n>rra.i,.., is enti<hed ""hen "'.., io..rt Franlz Fano". con­
lribution to lhe ve')' «ntral philosophicallhemalic of ..If/othor .nd the
d..ma of ,«ognition. lf we <on.ider .he vici",iludes of lhe f.let of blKk­

ne..,lhe radical <ontingency tlul is epidernuliwion, lhe n.,-utive fill.
out funh...nd lhe .ale of vuln...bilily i. tlo,),ed out, Rocognilion, Kro..
..,..gonim.. \'o'ilhin .he >0<;,1 such •• "'1, r>ce, .nd .lill o.h.. mod>li.ie.
of ditfe",nce, ¡, otieo mo'" lhan >imply ...dI .dmi..ion of "IIoerabil­
il)'. lndeed, it i. otien. momenl ofb<ing ",""unded," In lhis ..n.. 1 off..
TIt, Toiltt ... •ale of ""ounded .-.eognition. lt marh IDd nm.tivi... lhe
frenzy of violence .hat clu..eteriz... our ero•.-iden'ificatory .-.eognition.
TIt, Toikt leKhe< Wlllul lhe p=lice of .-.eognition i•• bou.aI cho","8"­
phy, seored.o the diseon:Lm. ""un"" of d..ire .nd lule. Wilh .hat .bled,
ils ..midi.ovmed ending .pub.o lhe .licky iolerf.lce b<tw«n .he inler­
,,.,ial IDd .he queer. The in.erad.1 IDd lhe queer c<>;lnimale eoch othor,
..,d llul cOIDim.lion, ""hich i. not only abo"t homo..ru>Ii.y but Woul
blKl.:ne...nd h"",'lhe '''''0 touch oc"", 'p.ce IDd time, t>k.. the fmm of
nol ooly the am;¡Ig>m>lion of mo..menls th.. rate ...irure but >1", lhe
fragmeoled 8'.lu« lh.l .ign>1, .n endu..nce/support, qu...me", '. b<ing
io, 'ow>Id, ..,d fm fu.uti.)'. Ulopim hermeneulic. lik. lhose inyok.d in
lhe projeel of queer fulu<ily conuder the rorw.m-d.wning ,;gnilicance of
lhe g..lure.

Thu., the pl.y'. drmulic conduuon i, not.n eod bu., mo'" n..rl)',.n
Ag;unb<n;,n me.." wilhou. an end R«ognition of lhi, omor ch>l1eog..
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lh",n.. of .nti",blion.lity th>t domin;¡te qu..,. criticiJIm, such •• Ed.l­
11Wl'• ."d lh. Loo Iloruni of"¡' 1110 Redum • Gm..1" ."d, to. 1......
dog"'., Ho"",,,"'lh. Kl of .ccopting no fulu", i. d'l"'udenl on ronoune­
ing polilic••nd v>riou. p.incipl•• of h0l'" th.t ."'. b)' !hei. ve')' n;¡ture,
",L.lion;¡L By fini.hing on • nole nol of ",concili>tion bul of th. refu..1of
10..1 repudi.tion-> g••lu..1enduring/.upporting_lh, Toi¡,t oh"",. u.
lh.l ",L.lion;¡lily i. not preny, bul lh. oplion of simply opting out of it, or
d...ribing it >JI IOmething lh>l h.. n", I>eon >v;oibble to u,, i. im.gin-
.ble only if on n IUm. queern inguL.r .b ction th.t C:Ul bo
.ubm.cted .nd iwl>1N! fmm • I..ger socW m;¡tri•.

In No FuI....,. Edeim." t>ke. on Corne! 11'..... ",ferondng offuturity in

." op-.d fu. lh. &,10" Glob< lh.l h. wmte with Syl,,, Ann Hewin titl.d
"A r.r.nt'. BiIl of Rigli"'"" 1he titl. iJI diJIturbingly .mug (u if biologic.J
p.".n" of lh. middl. el... did no! .Ir..dy Iu.,.. unconte"N righ1510 th.i.
ehilJron!), ."d lh. editori.J iJI • n.oliber.J ..",N! on ¡"h>lfof lhe rultu",

of the ehild, But Ed.im.,,'. <ritiqu. nov.. corulide" lhe topic of .... th>t
i. conl..llo lhe Klu.J N!ilo.i.l. 11'..... pm-ehildren .gend..lign. wilh hi.
oth.. concoms .ooul th. eri... of Af.ic." Am.rie.n youlh.

Ede!m;¡n'. eritiqu. of lh••ditori.I, with which fu. th. m",t p>rt I ;un

d..,ply .ymp.thotic. i. tl.",..d irulof.... it docont..lu.li"" W...I'. worl<
fmm th.lopic tlu.l h.. been 10 cont..1to h¡, crilic.J inler",ntions: bbek­
n..., In th...me way.11 quem.ro nol th••te.hh-uni,..rul-white-g.)'­
l1Wl invoked in qu....nti",blion.1 formw.tions, aU ehild",n .re not lh.

priviloged while b>bi•• to whom contemporary .ociery ..te... Again.
lh.", i. for m•• lot to like in thi. critique of ."tireproduetive fulurism.
but in Ed.im.,,'. theo.y it ¡, .n.ded by the active di..vow;u of. crisis in
afrofuluriun." Th.o.i•• of qu..,. lempo..lity th>t fail to fKlo. in lh. ",L.­
lion;¡l r.lev.nco of ..co or el... m.",ly "'produco • e,}'l'to-uni",r..l whit.
gay ",bj... lhal i. ",..irdly alempo..l_which i. to "'J' a .ubjecl whe..
limo ¡, • ",.lrieled .nd r...lrieting hol1"",..d-out p",..nl fre< of tilo ne<d
fo. th. ehall.ngo of inugining • foturity tlu.t ..iili beyond lh. ",lf o. lh.
h.", .nd now.

Th. qu...ion of ehild",n h.,,8' ho.vily whon on. (on,;de" B..-.I<.o'.
p",••nt. On Augu.. 12,2003, on. oflu. d>ughlers, Slu.ni B.raJ<.;¡, .nd her
f.m.l. lo",•• lUyshen HoIm••, "'..'" killod by th....tranged hu.b>nd of
W.nd. Fa,),•• whe ¡, .;"0 on. of B..""", d.ugliters. lh. lhirty-on.- .nd
lhirty-ye..-old wom.n'. muro." "'..'" p",ced.d • few mont¡" ..rlior by
."olhe. hale <rime in New.rI<, !he Icil1ing of fifteen-y.>r-old S>1<ia Gunn.
Gunn W>JI a bbek tran'gendored youlh who 1"",IN! frem Hoboken to
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G...nwich Vill.go ..,d lh. Chri>!opher SlrNt p.... lo h;mg oul ""i,h olhe,
young qu••" of color. &ral• ..,d hi. wil'., Ami.,., !>.v. in I"'n d..I, ""ith
lh. 'r>gic lo.. of thei, d.ughler by tuming 'o .<livi"". lh. viol.nt f.t.
of lh.ir child hI. alene<! lh.m lo the .)"lemic ,;ol.n« lhal fae.. que..
people (.nd e>pecially )uung people) of color. lhe O"",k>s!>.ve oo,h b.­
com. ardenl m'i,iolen« .clivi.15 .p..king oul directly on LGOT i..ue..
Re>l viokn« ha. ironic>ll)' brough' O..",," Nck 'o a que.. "urld th., h.
had renounced .0 m>ny yem ago. lhrough hi. lremendou. lo.. he ha.
decided lo funhe, di",rofy his cono>!enl commilm.nt lo aelivi.m .nd
.ociil jwli« lo indude ",hal cm only be understood >JI qu... poIilic., In
lh. ""rld of Tlte Toilel lh..e a.. no hale <rim••, no lexicon llul id.nlifi..
homophobia per .., but there i. ,he bct uf .n .gg....ion eonst>ntly 00 th.
>erg' of brut.l .ctuili",lion, lhe mim.tic ,·iol.nce ..so.,.l...crou lime
md lo the ",ene of th. lo.. ,lut ,he .ulho, wiU endure deude. laler. lhi•
•lory from ..allife i. no' m..nt lo ..rve .. lhe proof fo, my argumenl. In­
doM, lhe piay'. highly homoerotk violence i. in <rucial "'.)~ uothing Iike
lhe mi.ugyni.t violence .gain>t ""omen ,lut befell lh. dramali.... family
or lhe tr>mgend.rphobic violen" ,h.t ended Gunu'. young Iife. [ men­
lion lhe.. trag.die> I>ec.u.. it m;¡ke. oo. omple point. lhe future i. only
lh••tuff of sorne kid.. llxiili1.ed kids, qu... kid., .... not ,he sovereign
princ.. offu'urity. Although Edelm;¡n doe. indicale ,lut lhe future of lh.
child .. fUluril)' i. dilfe..nl from lhe fo,u.. of .ct""l children, hi. fram­
ing nonelhe!e...ceepi< .nd reproduce. thi. monoli,hic figure of the child
lhll is indeed .Jw'Y' .Ire><ly ""hit<. He >11 bul igno... lh. poinl ,lul o,her
mude> of particul.uily wilhin lhe social ... con.liluli", of .ubjeclhood
beyond ,he kind of ¡ouisun« th.l! ..fuse. both n.lrralologic>l m.aning
md ""hll he unde..t>nd••• lhe f""l..y uf fulurily, He ""licipate••nd
bri.t1•• a&lin.l hi. fo,u.. critico ",ilh. precognili>e paranoi. iu foolnote
19 of hi. finl chapler. He rightly predict. th>l sorne idenlit>rian crilie. (1
.uppose lhal ""ould be m. in lhis imt.nce, despile my ambi""l.nt reia­
lion to lh. concep' of idenlity) ""uid di.mi.. hi. polemic by <>ying it is
delermin.d by hi. middl.-da.. ",hile gay "",le po>ition.llity. lhi••nempl
lo inorulate him..lf from th"". ""hu eng.go hi. pol.mic d".. not do lh.
¡oh. In lhe finil milyo., ""hile g.y m;¡1. cryplo-iden'ity poIilin (th...­
.laging of ",hit.n..... unive"il norm vi. lhe imaginary n.ga'ion uf ill
olh.. id.nlil'" lhll po.ilion 'hem..l,..... not white) i. b••id. the poin!.
Th. doeper poinl i. ind..d 'political; a., bu' cenainly no' mo.., polili­
cil th>n Ede!m;¡n'. "'Sumenl. [1 i. imporlm' no' lo hlnd ",..r futurity to
norm;¡'i,.. while ..prorlucli>e fulurily, fu, domin.lnl modo of fo'urity i.
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indeed "winning; bulllut ¡,.11 the mo........on to c.11 on. ulopim po­
Iilk.:l inugin.tion th.t wiU en.ble WI to g1imp.. anoth.. time .nd placo:
• "not-yet' ""h..e que.. J"'uths of color .ctu.l1y get lo grow up. Utopion
and willful1y ide.link pr>cli«. of lhougbl .ro in ord.. if "'.., .... to ...­
.i.t lhe p<ti;" of beteronofllutive p",sn"li.m and An¡;io-nonIl>ti'''' PO<­
.imi.m. Im.sining • que.. rubi<et who i••b"r>cled fmm !he .en.u"".
inte..ectionaliti<. th.l m>rx our "p<tiene< i• ." inetfeclu>1 W»' out. Such
an e""p< via ungubrity i•• tkket woo.. prie< mo.l «nno! afford. lbe
"'':iy to de.1 with lhe ••ymmetrie••nd violent f...nzi.. tlut m>rk!he p....­
ent i. nol to forge! the future. lbe bofe and now i. oimply no< en""gb.
Queem... '¡'""ld ."d could be .bout • dem. for ",oIb" w"'! of b<ing
in boIh the world ."d time,. de';... th.t reo"'t< m>nd.te. to ««pt tlut
""hich i. not enougb.
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6

Stages

Queers, Punh, and ¡he Utopian Perjormarive

Youcon", ..n who ......ud who w••n"' "'. b.mJ. W. di<I no' Ioh_""
bul w. IikoJ 10 PO" fm p"'n"'~&c.... _ <now oh.", ..... >om.lb' ng

.00., lh. nish' <h.o, w.>Uld bo ...m.mb«..J OVO" ir,.. "",!Jo', .......m_

1><, 't. W.,..", "",oS.oo nu.. in, w.y oh....."" lo , .rt. W•

....... ,notly ,nd comp "..,••oo d.IO"""" .00 ,""kl bu, k""w

....dy t w. ,.. "";''8- W. ,.. y.oot. lh.n .<><1 >t. ¡;ho...

........ w m "'un')"U, m.olh.OO c>! lb fO<OVff. H. H •.

_h.n.C.<v.nk.o'

Utopían P",/ormati"",

How do<. On< .t.ge utopi.? Which j, lo "y, how do we .n.el oto­
pi,? In lhe ,-,rioU1 eh.ple" of lhi. boo', .om. form of lh.! que.tion
i••lm",¡ .Iw»'• • rticul.ted. lt ¡, On< of ,ho•• goo<! qu«liom lh.l help
wn"r< d ..ify lh.ir .'Sumenl>, '0 pro",,1 lheir thinking forw.ro. One
thing [h,ye learned from lhi. que"ion i. th.t utopi. ¡'.n id••I, .om.­
thing lh.l .hould mobiü"" uo, pu.h u. forw>rd. Utopi. i. not pro",np­
tive; it ronde" polent;.l blueprinto of. world nol quite hero,. horimn
of po..ibility, not a fi..d ",hem.. 11 i. produetive lo Ihinx .bout ntopi.
a. flw:•• tempo..l di.organiulion, ••• moment when the here .nd
the now i. tran.cended by. lh," md. ¡11m th>t could be .nd ind..d
.hould be.

But on ",me 1"..,1 ntopi.;, .ooul. pOOtic. of emolion; il i. cent..l to
wh>t Ern.. B10<h ,>11«1 • "principIe of hop<."' lt i. my belief that mino,i­
t.nan ,ubjeeto ...., c." .. hOp<le.. in • world without utopi•. lhi, i. no! to
..y th>t hop< i. the only mod>lit), of emotion>l recognilion thal ,truetu....
belonging; ",metimeo .lume, di.gu... Iute, and oth" "ne8"li''''" emotio",
bind I"'ople together_cert>inly punk rock'o ,ejection of non""ti,.., f..l­
ingo .l>nd. a.lhe mo" .ignifi«nt e.,mple of the emotion>l worl< of nega­
ti", alfect. But in Ihi. in.lance, J d"..,1l on hop< becau.. J ,.,.;.h to think
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·!>out futu,ity; and hope, J "SU" i.lhe .motiorul moo.li'y th., permito
u. 'o .cr"" futurity, 1"" ••cell.nce.

Qu..", fu, ...mpl., "p«lolly tho.. ""ho do not eh"".. to b< biologi­
call)' ,eproduetiv••• people ""ithou' elUld"n, .re, 'oViIhin the dominan'
cuI'u..., 1"'01'1. ",ithout • fulu ..., lhey .... ca.l •• people "",,o .... d.velop­
menblly .t.lled, fu...ken, who do no! ha,,,, th. complele lif. promi..d by
h...ro..=1 t.mporality,' lhi....mind. one of th. ""y in whkh woni.d
par.n.. d.a1 'oViIh wild que<r elUld...n, how th.y ",m.times prolea them­
..Ive. from the bet of queern... by m>kinS it. "staS'" • developm.nt>l
hkrup, • mom.nt of m;.,lignmenl th.l ""m, hopefully. correa iu.lf or b.
conecte<! by ..v.ge p",udosci.nce and e<>erei,,,, ...Iigion, ",melime< m>.­
qu ...ding .. p.yehology. In tbi. eh'pler, J eonoid.. th. ide. of qu..rn...
••• "st.S"" in. w>y th>t ...5CUes lhat term from de1trnonal p....n.. ..,d
oth." who .n.mpt lo mffi>S" and eonlnn ,h. potenli.lity ,hal i. qu...
)'Ou,h. In thi. eh.pt.. 1e""a • utopian I"'rfonru'i'''' e"""ge in the s.ignifi-
cation of th. ph, "it i. only • ·.bS",~ d.ployed in the ""me of th. qu«,
elUld_in tbi, c , ,h. queer ""ild ehild of punk .ubcultur., [.nact ,hi.
ehanS" th","gh • r«ding of vi,u.1 ..ti,t Kevin Mec..ty'. 'ep....nb'ions
of iIIumin.le<! su&" .t S"y b.....nd ind'p<nd.n' rock dub• ..,d 'hrough
• mo... general r«ding of punk rock"> .thos .. conjure<! and connote<! by
McCarty'. irruS". and my ....dinS' of ,h.m. J .rgue th>, ,he .rti.Ú worl<
ind..... punk/qu"", utopian ocen. th>t [ ....d fur il:! utoplon pot.ntloli,)'
and .1.0, funh.rmo.... th>t ,he worl< it..lf i•• pho!ographic in,bnce of
th. utopian p.rfonru'i''''.'

lhi••rgum.n' i. not a1ign.d with .ny of ,h. dominIDlp<rforrrunce th.­
OOes th>t held ,w.y during th....Iy nin.ties••ueh .. P<uy Phelan'...iom
th.l the ontology of performance "'... d;"pp<ar..>e. and th., perfonnIDce
it:!<lf repre",nle<! • uniqu. modo of "'p.....n..lion withoul "'p,oduaion.'
Jnst.ad, • m>t.ri.:li.. eu,,,,nt inlluenees tbi••naIy>i.. For ...mple. [ ... IIU.
project ",'O,kinS in land.m ",ith • book .ueh •• "Ii..nd. 1""'ph'. Atoin<!

ti" Rom"n" oj e."''''""it" In ,h.t book. Jo.eph o/fe" an impon..,t eri­
tique of Ph.L,"', ve"ion of ,h. p.rfomunee'. 1""""''' "in oro.. to euim
th.lp<rfonnance ,....; ehans. vilue, o, «¡civil.nce. and th.",by .1'-
proach.. lhe un"'p, nt.bl.....1it:!<lf, Pheun discoun15 th. ""rk of th•
•udi.nce; '''''i, produetive eon.umprion of lhe ",'OrI<, th.ir.ct of ",itn... i.
fo, h.. th. m.mory of",m.thing pre..nt.d by ",mobody .1.....

Jo..ph, lhen, '"¡¡gest. thal perfonnance'.lempo..lity i, no! one of .im­
1'1. p.....nce hut in,le.d of futu'ity, In 1=ph'. lucid eritiqu. "'''' ."" th>,
p<rfo,rrunce i. th. kern.1 of. po'enli.lity th.l i. t..",mine<! to audi.nces
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..,d ""itn......nd th., tilo re.1 rorc. of porfo'lIlIDCO i. ito .bility 'o gon.,­
ate. modality of knowinS .nd recognilion ;unon¡; audi.nce. md group'
that facilitat•• mod•• of belon¡;inS' ••pecWly minon..rian belon¡;inS' If
"'.. conoide, performance under .uch • l."" "'.. c.., "'" ,he t.mpo..Ii'y of
""ha, 1deocribe •• a utoplon perfonm'i';'y, ""hich ;, to ..y. 1IlIDrr..tation
of. "doing" tlut ;, in the horiron, a modo of po..ibility. Performance, «.n
a. uloplon porfornutivity, i. imbu.d "";,h a ••n•• of pot.ntloli'y. Gio'8io
A¡;amben ha. outlined the tempo"'~tyof lbe philoooph.ic>1 concepl of po­
t.nti>!i'y by followins a Iin. of thougbt tlut besin. with An"otle. A¡;am­
b.n und.neore•• di.tinclion nud. by Ari.tod. l>et",...n pot.n'loli'y .nd
po.oibility.' Po,.¡biliti.. ru", or more n<>r1y, tbey exi" ,.itbin. logical
'e>~ tbe po.oibl., which i. ,.ithin tbe pre«n' .nd i. linud 'o pre«nce.
Pot.nti>!i'i•• are dilferent in that aI'OOuSh they >re pre«nt, they do no'
exi" in preoentthingo. lho., pot.ntlolitie. ha>.. a 'empo...lity ,lut i. not in
th. pre«nt but, more n.ariy, in tbe OOnron, which we ..n ondml>nd ..
fo'ority. Potenliality i••nd i. no! pre«nce, .nd i.. ontology ..nnot be re­
doced lo pr...ntn.... Ag;unben read. ,hi. nolion of pot.nti>!i,)' .Iongoid.
Jacqu•• Derrida'. nolion of tbe t..ee. It i. >om.thins lik•• ' ...ce o, po­
t.nti>! th>t ••i,to ot linse" after. p.rfomunce. At p.rfomunci••nd, if
it i, .itu.'e<! hi,toncally and materially, it i, never io" lbe do...'ion ofth.
ev.n'. R..dinS fur potenti.lity ;, ""ootins fur a "no! here" o, "no' no",," in
th. p.rfotnunce that .uggeotJ • futu,ity.

I continue tbi. "'Tilin¡;, th.n, b)' ,e>diuotins my openins qoe<tion_
"Ho""do we .taS' utopi>¡"_by "'W"inStlut utopi> i•••t.ge, nol merely
a t.mporal ...se, Iiu • plu«, but al... a .patW on•. Si, lhOlm. More ini­
ti>Uy po>ition.d Utopi> ... plac., .n i"""d, .nd late, ,hat formobtion W>JI

am.nd.d 'o b.com. a t.mporal coomin>te. Utopio b...me. 'ime th>t i.
not here yet, a eertain futunty,. coold be, a .OOuld 1><. Utopi., >ccordin¡;
to B1och, ¡,. time .nd • pL.ce that i. not yet here. Bloch, .lons ,.ilb olher
Fr.nkfurt School think." ",ch a. lheodo, Adorno and Hem.rt Muru""
contended ,lut otopia i. p'imarily. critiqu. of tbe here .nd now; i' i••n
imi>tencetlut ,h.re i., >JI 'hey put it, •...m.thing mi..ins in tilo here ""d
th. now."' C.pil>Ii"", ro, i"'l>nee, wou1d Iu,.. u. tbink tlut it i•• m'o...1
omer, .n inevit.bili,y, lbe W»' thin¡;. ,.""ld be. lh. ".hould be" of utoplo,
ito ind.t.rmin;¡cy ""d ito d.ployrn.nt ofhopo, .t.nd .gain.t ..pit>!i""'.
ever '.l""'dinS ..,d exh.u!ting rorc. field of ho-;,' thingo "are ""d ""iIlbe."
Utopi"" performativity .ugg"'to ""other mod.lity of doinS .nd beinS th>t
;, in proc..., unfini!hed. Jt i! to be dedphere<! by noling wlut Bloch Iuo
call.d ,h. ""ticipatoI)' iIlumimtion that ..diat., fmm certain ""o,x. of..1.



Muñoz, Jos? Esteban. Cruising Utopia : The Then and There of Queer Futurity.
New York, NY, USA: NYU Press, 2009. p 121.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/unalbog/Doc?id=10425196&ppg=121

Copyright © 2009. NYU Press. All rights reserved. 
May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted
under U.S. or applicable copyright law.
 

25/04/2011 Cruising Utopia : The Then and Ther…

…unal.edu.co:2127/…/docPrint.action… 39/40

100 St.....

Al.o pivobl to my forrnol.t"'n i. lbe worx of th. prev"'o.I)' di.cu",.d
Jt.~.n philo>opher Ag>mbeo, [ hl", outline<! h.i••mph..i. on pot.ntiolil)'
..,d his privile¡;ing of this eoocept "'.." th.t of po..ibility. Purtbermore,
th. nol",n of th. ul<>pim p<rform;¡ti,,, th.t J .m .trempting to outlin. in
tM, ehlpler i•• oolion th.t i. in.pired by Ag>mb.u'. oolion of> "m..ru1
""ithoul.., .nd." Por Ag>mb<n, politic. i. dis.ble<! b)'. een';n .mpn.­
.i. on ".n<!s," ""h.ich is to uy politic. dep.nd> on. perforrn.liv. doing,
a p.rpetu>l becoming. Perforrnme.. thll di'pioy ""d iIlumin>t. th.;,­
"m.m,· Me, Iil<e punx, • modality of perforrnmce thll i....lheticilly .nd
politic.lly linked to popoli.m .nd am;¡teurUm. lh. performali>e work of
"m.m,," in lbe "'ruI' [;un u.ing~. is lo interropt ..<lhetic> .nd politic.
thal »pire to""ud tot.:lity, lhi. loo ¡, on. of th. "''aY' in wh.ich [ mnt to
re.i,t the H'g<lim ,),.11 g>me of .!>s.nce md pre..oce (.pp<M""ce .nd
diuppe.r.nce) thll <!omin>t.. previou. perform..,ce th...,ri... An .mpn.­
si. on m."", a. oppo.e<! to .nd. i. inlUt.ly utopian in>ofar a. utopi. e>n
never be preseripli>e of futurity, Utopi> i••n id..li,t modo of critiqu. tn.t
remind. WI th>t lhere i. som.tlUog mi..ing, thlt th. preo.nt .nd p"""oce
(..,d i¡, <>ppo.it. number, .b..nce) i. not enough.

Two y..n .go, I 'p<nt ...bb.atical in Lo. Ang<I<•. [ grew up li.t.n­
ing to X, the G.rm•• Gun Club, .nd olh.. Nnd> thal m>d. up lbe LA
punk se.n. of the .ighli.., J li,-.<I in th. LA punx se.oe "ia my semi,ub­
ruJtu",1 ni"'oce in .uburb.an Mi;uni; tM, w.. po.. ibl. lbrough. gruog)'
alt.m;¡ti,,, record "ore Ioe.te<! in. "rip millo called r..t.nily..,d Tod>y

Record>; a f."" ponx ""d new mv. club. ",eh» Flynn'. 00 th. Bueh
..,d Club Pire ""d le.; .nd ;..u.. of c.um,. m'g>zio. th.t <overed th.
e<!gier rocx se.n. but eou1d .tiU b. pureh.>ed in > "ti;uni .uperrnwt.
Through my deep fri<ndohip< w~h olber di.atfect.d CUNn queer 1«ru1
""ho re;eet.d both Cub"" nil. culture .nd loe>l m';n"re;un gringo popu­
ior culture. ""d through wn.t I eill th. ulopim critiqu. fuoetion of puok
rock, J w•••bl. lo im.gin•• lime ..,d. pl.e. tn.t w» nol ret there,.
place where J trie<! to liye. LA .nd ilo .cen. h.lp.d my proto-queer ",If,
th. qu.er ,lUid in 1'0', inugin. a .t.g., bolb t.mpo..l ""d phY'kil, wh.re
J eou1d be mJ"elf or, more n..riy, im.gin. >",lf th.t w.. in proc..... ",lf
thal h.. •1w"Y' b<en in the proc... of becoming,

Y..n laler, while in Los Angel.., I .hrt.d hIDging oul wilh .., arli.t,
Kevio MeC.rty. wilb whom I ohared "" iotere.l in pook .nd po"puok
mu,;e, .uocultu,", .nd ut<>pi•. Our fri.nd.hip hl. eodure<! y,riou. mu­
talion., momen¡' of ,'Oiotility ..,d gre.t fuo, IDd our mutu.:l neur"",.

hl,,, fueled oor queer iotim.ey, Our friendohip ¡, ultimalely ba.e<! on
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".... lO'

eo"'''rgeol world,iew> in reJ.tion to politic< .nd ..·"hetic•. On. rec.nt
.tudio vi.il J "'''' ...ri., of wo,h t!ul h.lp.d m. orgmiu md ",bsrm'i­
.le my thinling .!>out th. lime, 'p"«, md otopim fonction of ponk in
,eJ.lioo 'o qoee, ",l>rul'o..1becoming•. Wtiling .oou' living mi... h.lps
on. fmth.. d.buni the f.!o< principl. of!he critic'. ob¡<'Cli';'y. Qo.., in­
tim.d•• onde"",it. moch of ,h. «itic.1 work 1do. Yet 1reject ,h. ph,...,
"advoc.cy criticiJIm' md inst••d emb..ce !he id•• of th. p<rfornutive eol­
L.oo""ion b.hve.n .rti.t .nd ",rile,.

Wi,h ,!ut mt«l, [ mu<! .dd thal from my Ude lhi. coooeclion I><t",..n
th....-y.nd m feel. incredibly on.-.id.d, .nd no! only in th. ,..., of Me­
C>ny but .:!SO in my worl< on Carmelit. Tropicma, V.gin':! D..i., hue
Jolien, .nd othe", bec.uoe !hei, worl< .nd th. qo.., fri.nd.hip••nd th.
inlimKi•• 1 .!ure ",ith ,hem .nabl. my (filic.! project. Anempting to
imagine > eonvergeoco bet",..en .niJIlic produetion md critie.! pClli. iJI,
in .nd of il..lf,. u'opim.el in ",L.'inn to lhe .!ie<><>lion th.l! o~.n sep'­
..t., ,hN>'Y from p~lic., ••n,t of cul'o..1divisiou of labor.

McCmy'... ti.. of photog..ph. litl.d Th< Cnom,/,,," cIob iJI nam.d
a~... 'P"" from!he "ti.Ú biog..phy, a!>out which 1 !>.ve more 'o "').
L.te,. Th... ti.. lin.. up port..ils of ..ag.. from dilferen' c10b 'P"''' in LoI
Angeles ",eh .. Sp.e.lmd md C.teh On•. Sp.ceL.nd i•• b...nd mWlic
..nu. in the o"",' hip.le! Lo. Angele. neighoo,hood Silwrblc<. Spac.L.nd
iJI ",here the indio mo.ic kid••nd "not-so-kid' (J posilion my><lf wilhin
this b<:lcket) go to h... !he rutring-«Ig. mosie of ,he doy. C.teh Ooe i.
a predomi<><>ntly bL.ck gay 'p.ce ",h... I••bim .nd ' ..n.gendere<! peopl.
01.0 go. l' i,. 'p"« '!ul i. not on th. Wes! HoIlywood_cont.red gay nup
of Lo> Ang.I... McCmy', ."'.omi<><>ry piclure, eurci... gre.t de.! of
form.:!i.t "'"'t.'Y ,h.t ,end." the .tage •• monoment.!. Wh.n ,he 'P".
iJI .mpty of people, ,he d>rI< md d..m.tic Iigh'ing iJI .., lo make th. p<'­
formanco ,it., lcok .. thoogb th.)· "'..'" ,bot ",hil. th. c10b "'... op<n .nd
running. Meúrty', pictore, ,!ure som. fomul .nd ,onlntoal qlL>Ii'i••
",i,h lhe b.aulifol wo,k of Hir",hi Sogimoto, ",ho f.lmoll>ly photogupru.
.mpty 'pac... On. of ,h. crucial diff..enees i. the nalure of ,h. emp')'
.tages photog..ph«l. MeC.rty'. wotl< i. p<rh.ps • litrl. 1... oni,......l tlun
Sugimo!o', im.g•• imofa, .. !he LoI Ang.I••_ba><d photogupher im.ges
'paces ,!ut are vib=t1)· resorun' .",.;,h th. 'pac. of .ubrultme.

Ah.. 11eft LA, K.-in 8"" me. Luge prin' of!he C.teh On. pictme.
Th. 'I.>go iJI "".:!I bot 'PP<'" large md lominou,. lhe ".g. it>elf i. bL.ck,
md il ,i... from. black-md-whit. eh«kerbo..-d rlco,. Th. black cmt.i",
t!ul tlmk th. "'g< .'" J.ye,«I with g1•.",ing sil,.., hobc.p'. lh. hobeap'
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102 Still,g>eS

sparHe thllOugh the photographer's gaze' and its ph.otographk roepl'eSent.l­
tion. TIte back of d'u~ stage lS iIluminated by rows of simpLe white light
striogs. 1hey are separated by a wodd of diffeJ"ence, hut they nonetheless
r-emiod me of th.e Iight strings, otiliud by Félix GORzále-z-Torre-s ]n h:is art
insbllations. Gonz.alez.-Torres's ligbt slriogs symibolired lhe flkkel'i:ng sta­
tos ofqueer Ih'es iD an epldemic¡ but th.ey did nol hang in fue unifonn
fashion of lhe lights in McCarty's imaging of Calcn. One. 1 nonetheless
look al these ligbts, lighting up lhe photogFaph. from lts deepest poiot aod
offeriog a W<lrm secondary ilIomination from theil' retlection on the ac­
toal stage's shiny blaá Roor, and 1 th:ink of that cirty, Los Angeles, a pl<!cce
1 gre\'i ro LO'i'e, and this one queer, predomilllantly black space that 1 had
ac.cess, to.

TIte only negati'i'e critique 1 h.aiVe' he-al'd of th.ils pkture thal rests Oll my
,..-aU is f[om people who h;;¡lVe, seen irt iD my apíJIrtment aod thiok that irt ]S
perhaps too beaotifuL TI1.e suggestioll is that it is too pr-etty in the face of
the adversity thal queers of color fiKe un a dany basi.s:. 1 have pl'esented
on tros series at different professional. confer-ences and Oll mOlo,e tban olle

"Thi!' SmeIL" Cop}lJigbt Kevin MeCarty.
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Stages 103

"Catm One:' Copyright K.e'l'in McCa.rt:;.

oc>casion a ga}' bla¿k. man in the audience hasrecognirz.ed the space and
approached me attel'W<lrd.Whal 1nave le.al'lled fmm t:hose encolIntel'S is
that s,eeing this space ofbla.ck qu~el' belonging fmmed by McCiil.l't:y s me­
Hculous attention help-s us. see Oll!r conoectedness oll!lside of the actual
temporaHty of cllJ!b liíe.1he utopiao perfonnative charge of tlrüs image al­
lo\'o's one to see the pllesl, the moment before an actual performance, the
moment of potentialityj and the viewe'r g<lins a.ccess to the affeclive par­
tkularity of that mOlDent ofhope and potential. tranJormalion thal is, also
the tempornlity of pel'fonnance.

nle stage at Catch One juts OlJ!t into the audiencej it lOOKS Iike a e:at­
walk, alla. lts edges an~ linedv.'Í!th small mimmering Iight bulbs. 'Ihe cat­
''''alk featlIre makes one think about a 'queer appl'Opriation of high fasbion!
to wbich Exene Cervenka's quotation in th.e epigraph to this chapter r-efers.
Cervenka'S wmmentary, like' McCartys image of tbe síJige fmm qlJ!eer
Cakh One calls attenUon to lbe way queer and pll!nk suhcul.tul1es bave
been informing and nJiunting lhe v.'Orld of mainstream fusbion fol' qlJ!ite
a\'ihile. 1he bllJ!ish lighting of Catch One remÍlnds one of tbe momeot 1



Muñoz, Jos? Esteban. Cruising Utopia : The Then and There of Queer Futurity.
New York, NY, USA: NYU Press, 2009. p 125.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/unalbog/Doc?id=10425196&ppg=125

Copyright © 2009. NYU Press. All rights reserved. 
May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted
under U.S. or applicable copyright law.
 

25/04/2011 Cruising Utopia : The Then and Ther…

…unal.edu.co:2127/…/docPrint.action… 3/40

"" ".....
cil<d in eh.pl« 3 of thi. book, th>l k.y momen' in DeLmy', memoir 111,
Molion of úi"l in 1I1lt<r in ",hich o.lIDy d.ocri!>e< ...ing. m... of &lY
men h.l>';ng >el und... blue lighl.t ,he now dooed St M",k·. B>lh in lh.

E.:!t Vill>ge. lt "'... during ,hi. mom.nt of utop;,n r.plu.e wheu h. fi..l
...li.N h. "'... nol. ",lil.ry P"",ert bul p"'l of. v..1 world of &'Y m.n
""ho fuek<d, connecl<d,;ond h.d .«u.:ll;,....,.

Th. th••lrk.li'y of MeC.uly'. inug.. "" mueh lo do wilh th. lighting.
""hieh ...m. lo 1>< gen."ted from lhe "'S" il..,lf, honom-up in"..d of
lop-down lighl, giving lb< .!fecl th>l lbe 'p.e< i. glowing ",ith FO"ibili')'.
1h.l, .ffect rec.l!. Bloch·. formublion in reg><d to «min .."hetie mod••,
.ueh ", fo. eumple, ",h.1 he eall.d ,h. om>ment.l. Bloch pnvileg<' lh.
om>menl.:l ove< lbe funetiona!, ""hieh d".,. nol let u.... mylhing in it
"«P' tb< WI' th>l "'pi..l;'m h.. m.lpped oul fo. it in .d,'.n«. The om;¡­
menW, on th. olbe. h.lnd, h.. m indelermin.te WI' v.lu.lh.l eh.l!eng..
lh. protocoh of "'pit>liom,;ond in i' one e;on ,-;ew Bloch', mlicip..ory il­
lumin.lion of m. Th. glow th>l MeC>rly·. phol"" gen...l.;. th>l mlici­
p.to.y illumin.tion, th.l, momen' of possibili,y righ' hefu.e m .rnuzing
bmd o. P"rform.nce m.lni!'<'" iu,,]f on st.g< ;ond 'r.m.fonm lh. world
fo. the p<rformme" du..tion ;ond, fu. m>ny of Ih""" in ."en.unce, 1><­
rondo The 1><.1 P"rform;me.. do not di..pP"'" bu' ;n....d ling<' in OUt

memory, h.unl OUt pre..nt, .nd iIlumi,,"," OUt futut<o
IVh.n Mec..rly di.p¡"yo ,b< ;""'11" of e.teh One .nd Sl"'cel.nd h.

",..nU th.m lo 1>< orI' pi«e, ,b< lwo im.ges .id. by .ide, .dj".n', gi"­
ing ...n.. ,h.t lbere i•• doo. belW<'<n lh.m, joining Ihe 'P"" of punk
md que« .ubrul'ure•. Popul.. cullure i. lh. st.;¡g< ""here "'.. rehe",.., OUt
id.nti'i... MeC.rt)-'. worl< .l.nd. >JI • powerful .m.ndmen' lo lh;, fo.­
mw..tion by di.pl.ying lbe .ctu.1 .nd mel.phonc,) .1.11" where qu....
md punko .eh..... ",l( Th. mi.. expbim hi. ",lion';. fur hi. obj<el. of
"udy in .n .u'obiogr>phical :uti" ,"'em.nl:

to",toJ ",,,,,,,,,h... in <he m.ldl. of nowh.......moundo<! by 'ow

n.Id" .00 ,ub",!>.>n borno d...Iopm<n'.. "'u",ed ;r, [>o<w..o <h. ru' o,
of down<own D.yton, Oh¡" • PO" ,OOu"ri.>I w....l>oo••od Wnsh'

p", A', Forco bo ' tb. Hm, ",J Dol.. >hop1""S "o",. lo. ",<..1
'f'K'. jo <he ....., of np m.oIl <he eb"".""o Club 0l"'ned. O ....n_

",,.j wlw woulJ [>o <h ~"'" ",J....Jo ,!>o., w.y h.ck. <housh

• ,;r,s1' oIoo,w.y <" ,h room, whOch hoJ ....n con,·....J, "<o.

punk mck du" Tho onJy f""",h'ngo ....'" • plywoooJ ""l;' '" tb. f...
• 00 fi.nked by • PA. Tho Jry- wollioS w., incompl.....po"oS rinde.
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".... ""
blod~ To ,he .igb' of ,h....go w... OOon...y ,h", Iod 'o 1~70'., lb.

lo'];... &,y bo, ;n D.y,,,,,. When l"" po'u .Jm',,"'n ro ,he Ch.om._

loo" o.,b l"" eo<>lJ huy Jrinh .. 1~70'~ lb. punh,.".,]J PO" t..ek

,"J forth, bu, "'">.,, from 1~70·....... 'o ,h. Cb.....""" Club. W',h
,b••, "'.'wn.. '"u lb••, ".nco ,,,. kMh on lb. mu"" ""no I"'tf...mou
,b••, """,',..... ,h...mpo"'y ,.."no. 1\" lb. p.mb _'pho< Ion·
''''n w.. no> "'!<v••" .. Io"g .. ,h... w.. , "og.. ' .......Jmon onU .n

,uu""",. Boh''''¡ ,h. bo.. <i"J" block. of ,h. Cb.....""n Club O"'
<oulJ b.., ,h. ¡".,. of Jone. mu.O<. lb. 'WNting bod.., of '"'0'"
n ..J _ m." <rowJoJ ,he do.... '\om o"'" ro he ~Iod 'hro<>sh
,b. ,,,,he"l fog by .....lo of ..J, bino, ,00 g...n Hsh" <i.d'ng .00,..

,b••, h..J •. H", """ fo<s'" obou, ,h. bl ollo, <>pp....... ,it)' 'h.y
nlloJ borno "'" ""'-19"oJ • wo.lJ wh 'h.y ,,,,,Id he f",. from
.horn••nd .mbo.....ro."'. ~.;'h.. pi w.. m'",. J .........d bo<h

from ,h. ,""",Jo. My u,op" ....toJ " lh. Joo.-w.y on ,h. lh.."'·
oIJ_nodh.. 'p'" " "'" lorno ,nJ in both ~mult>noou~y"

lbi....t.men' on.l.. .Jongside my own .utobiogt.phy. I "... certo.inly
ero..ing wh.t "' fo, m•• me!.phoeinl th..>h.old beh.".n lhe punk
wo,ld ond &lY Iife. PunX mod. my own ...bu,b4n quolidion ..i.t.nco ~i­
nI ond "p<riment.J_... "p<rimentol th., 1 could im.gin. ond e",ntu­
.Ily.et on quee, d..iees. PunX nxk .tyl. 1m)' lcok .poe.Jyptie, ye! ilo
t.mporility i. non..hel... fuluri.lie, lelling young punb im.gin•• time
ond • pLo« wh<.. ,h.ie d..i... "e not lone. "leC...)· tolb .bou' • 'p.ce
bet",,,.n lhe.. 'wo >en.., bet",,,.n lhe quee, 1470 ond lhe punk Ch.m.­
I..,n dub. In pul, h. i. IIMT>.ling. >I'ge of iu·between-n..... 'I"'ti.ll,)·
tlul i••Iigned wilh • lempoodity lh., i. on ,h. thr..hold betw..,n id.oli­
fic.tioM, llfewor1d.. ond poleoliilili... lbe work .nd th••rti.!'••t.tem.nt
ce...n.le beyond my own biog.-.phy.

In on ••rl)· &'Y ond l..bion .tudies .ntholog)· .diled by K..u J.).•nd
Allen Young, L.",nd" C"I'""'. ,he.. i••nothec report Wout qu..,r b...
in ohio. In • IDmt pi.ce by John KeI><y litled "lbe develond Il.i, Se.n.
in th. Forti..; th••uthor ceport. lhe fund.....nt.J iml"'tUnco of lh...
'P"">: "lb.ce "'''. of eou.-.., nothing 'J'fft.euLoc .!>out CI...lond·. g.y
mole I=s io lhe fueti... bu' th. I"'int ;, oimply lh.i>: Ihey "';>1«1, G.y m.n
h.d pLoe.. lo meel, "01 or;1y in Son Fundoco oc New YoD;o bul in. d'y
.";Iy .colf«l .t oc igno..d by ...pW>lie.le. on .ith" ce..I."" KeI><y'. nu­
e.tioo of Ih. [orti.......n.t.. I""'"cfully n.x' lo MeC:uty'• ..-ti>l .I.t.­
meol. McC:uty', imp",..ion. from lhe nin.ti.., fifty re'" olior KeI.ey',
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101\ " .....

mom.nl, ","ould proNblplill .gro. ,.ilb • ¡><>inl K.1<ey m.k.>: "lb. ruri­
ou. rumbilution of .zploit.lion ;ond libo"'lion helpod define Ih. mood
in gay b.,.. lheo •• it i. now, though I"'rIup< holh elem.nl. wer. mo",
.xl",m. io loo.. <Uy>,." lb. "kulu. of ..ploil.tioo .od libo"'lion dogs
quee, culture. KeI><y ¡.lx. .hou' ...ing • f.,.. good fem.:le imp<""""'o",
md.:l.., SUle., "If lbe profe..io",,1 ent.,l.inmenl "'... Nd, Ih••nul.u...
"'..,'" unbolievwly .,.ful.... H. clu,.Clerü.... 'ypi"l .n.moon .1 Ih.
Hide-Oul Club'. Sund.y .fi.rnoon of .nuleur perform;onco.... >c.n.
","h<",

....,¡. 'Wi'" in G••ndm.... c."t_olf fin",y woulJ .... ,h. ""!l" f0'V'

¡yrie>. ""d lIo.;n lo.... AnJ >toclroom 00)" woold .....hwluto'"

.¡,..""JIu! ,pOlI> dn."~ ,h,;, b"Ilot_"p rou''''~ Ono J moch .nioyod

w... ""'n. modJlo_og.d....,. who woold ~ng f"" oh in ,he "";<0 of

~.lwn Eddy••nd f"" in 'h• ...,;co ofJ..nott. ~t.elJon.old·'

lb. col.b",'ion of.n ....hetico of .nu'eurism ",mini.conl of punk
rock'••""lbetic>, lbe I"normIDce< of .nuleu'; , in ho,h punk .nd
K.is<y·. eumple of quee, p<rform""....ign;ol • ",fu..J of nuslery .nd .n
inJIi.len.. on proc... ;ond becoming, Again, .uch I"normmc.. do no' di.­
'ppe" but in.le>d ",nuin ",,<1, like p<nornuliY<' in J. L Au.tin. do ,hings
in Ih. fulu",," Jn K.I><y·' .nmpl•• the .hort••qu.l >inger of "Indi.>n
Summe, i. Ioved dec>de> .fi., his I"'rformme<, .nd t1u1 one .udienco
memb.... t...imoni.1 ..md on. of ,h. lbingo ,h.t rem>.in••tier Ih.
I"nonnIDC<. lbe performm in n. incomplelen.... lin&'r> md p<...i.lJ,
d.""ing logether ,h. communily of interlocuto..., Utopi.n I"'rform.tivily
i. otien fu.l.d by ,h. p"", lb. p""1, o," I...t ""mli.... oflh. p""1, .n­
.ble u'opim im.ginings of ""other time .nd pJ.c. th.. i. nut)..,t he", bul
non"h.I... funClion.... doing ror fulu'ily, • coniuring of both fu'u",
md p""t lo critique p",..nlne...

McCrrty'. ","o,k is fu.led by • P'" rerullection from hi. bioguph)' tlu,
h. uke. to .nolh.. 'ime md pJ.ce ""d 0><. lo "plu", thi. id..lil)' tlu,
is Ih. poI.nti.:lily of ulopiID perform.twity. Hi. ,ug<' .r< Ii, .. 'hough •
peno,mmc< i••boul 'o .merge from ,h. ,..1m of polenti.:l lo >elu.Ii'y.
lb. lu,e of lhe ","orl< i. its penorm.lli'''' dimen,;on, which [ ","ould desc,ibo
... doing .. d",..,lling, ","hich is to ..y llul [ ;un p;rrticuJ.rly inl.",.IN! in
Ih. ""Y in ","hich ,h. inug<' dwell in polenti.:lity lhelicizing ,lut mo-
menl. l,.nJlmining lh. power of iti id• .:Iily, lbu., ,h thetic fue!. Ih.
politic.J inugin.tion.
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Stages 107

"La PllIZiL' Copyright Kevin McCilTt.y.

1 ::unespedall), pl1rlial to lhe image o'Í Lil Plaza, nu~ club itself is one
of lhe olde.sl Latino gay clubs in LA. 1he place has a. so1't of rooche'm or
count:ry-western feel to it. Often many of the patmns dress: to go with the
deCDr. lt is oot lhe saoitized, glamo1'ous CDuntry-westem feel lhat has be­
come a. íashionable commodity wilhin middle-dass, and mostl}' white·,
gay drcles. lnstead it is, more oeady, a smt ofgay Me:xkan cowhands feeI.
Bul that is oot b'ue of fhe stage at Ibis humble little bar, 1he curtains shille
wilh ao extra.vagance that seems out ofplace with the rest oÍ tile locale.
As soon as showtime· sta1'ts, the heav}' the.atrkal Iights bu:rsl 00 and ilIu­
minate the see'Iningly bel1ded curlairns. Onc.e· the show begins old-schoOI
glamorous: traoSVIestiles take· tile stage. 1he eJltir~ spectade is io Spl1llish.
nle host.ess glimme1's witb fhe same iotensil)' as the cu1'tains. All fu,e per­
fonnances ar"tl standard exe1'dses in lip-syndng. About lwo-thi:rds of the
songs are Sp:.mish anlbems, and tile rest are English pop soogs, nlen COIl­

teslants c.ome ooslage, aod they al1e iotmduced in relalioo lo the' prorincce
or villag,e' fuey are f.mm iniexic.o. 1he c.odes that organize time and spacce
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lOE! Stages

"SilV& lal'!! Loonge." Co¡tyright Ke...in McCnrt)'.

are msrupted in lhis performance space. 'Ihe fi1'81 time' 1 v]sited the cllJlb 1
feh as though 1,...-as in GlJIadalajara. in the 1950s. TIlis sp~lial and tempoml
dispklcoe'ment mimeticaIly resonales with the lush photograpb of the slage~

Agai!n we see poleJ'ltiality.i anotbervista is otfered, and iD Los. Angeles the
site, La Plac-ro, conjures stories ofmigratory crossing legal and illegal, and
ooe sees tbese bodie..s whose lifeworld ]s alwa.ys iD flux, óllbolJlt to belong,
00 the ClJIsp of malerialirolion.

A ...'hite neon sigll tbatreads ..Sal....ation" hangs m'e:r the stage al the
Sil....er Llke Lounge, another predominaotl}' L-.llino gay cllJlb where 1
bave seen l'Ough l>lrippers alld me-lOSY dmg queens perform lheir cmlk
Queer culture¡ in its mlLSk alld kOllogr<qlbYi Ofiell r~ferellce.s salvaclioll.
One he.ars the refrnill of a. famous club anth.em, "L-.lsl Nighl a DJ Saved
M}' Life." lb·ere is ]ndeeJ somelbing aboll!l the trnusformative powers of
nightlife th.al queers ma people of color have al.ways clll!ng too TIle eDn­
tr<lSt in the Silver Lake LOll!nge c.omposition ]S a stmng ol1!e! a contr<lSt be­
tweell the ide~ ofsa1vatio:n and the clear seediness of the actual sp~ce. TIle
brigbt slrüniog ideality of salvation bangs over a. sp~oe lbat is dm and not
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Stag,es 109

!leey pl'mnis~ngex.cept that fue' mncept litel'"óJllly ili w.rit lar~e on top of the
pictur~-in tms "isual lltudy ili embedded the natul'e of a utopian perfor­
mativity within suibaltem sp'K.es. Sometime-s: the utopian spectalorlleeds
lo squint to see the antidplltory i1lumination pl'Omi~d by utopiJa,yet al
other times¡ its vi-sualirty and non)presence cannol be denied,

nle stage from Spa.ceillnd ili lit a. certain deep pink that makeli it feellike a.
band of sG1ellming angry teenswill hop onstage and tear ilurp with th.eil' S;},,­

<J:ge guilars. nle photograph rellll'ns me to my emi.ypunk sho\l>'S. 1 remem­
be'!" the potenliality tbat those scenes of spect1torship promised e\"en before
perfonnel's showed up onstage. lhe hum cd" otber mens bodies: bodie.s lhat
fOl'whatever reason for that moment, llej e ted a trajectoey that w.as: attuned

to the normal. Bemg at Spaceland makesme feel €lId, 1 rememiber the Cat's
Cradl.e in Chapel Hill, North Carolina and see,írng m}' favorite bands: there
durring the r~lentless sodal tediJum ofgraduate schooL 1hal is where 1lltarted
lo feel too old lo go to shm...'S yet nevertheless: fell the show and stage" tn.e
tmnsfonnation of time and space ofl:el'ed by tbe pel'íol'lnance¡ as fOl'gh.jng
and stiII permitting me an:ess to this nernrork of queer belongingli.
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110 Stages

"'Ihe Parlour." Copyright Kev:in McCarty.

1 feel th.e sense of belonging wirth even greater inteasirty when 1100k at
the opulent image of the nolV defunct Pal'lor Club on Santa MoniGl Av­
enue. '!he tiny stilge is clearl.y over¿e(Or~ted,with its elJibornte' chandelie:r
and its rich red dmpes with golden t:lssels. 1 visited the club during my
r-egulal' trirps to Los Angeles, when my de:rr fdend and fr-equent ob;ect of
studyVaginal Davis hosted hey Fl'idar-night party Brid:top there.1he Par­
lor Club's liay stage often I,ooks like it is, about to buck:le under Davis, s
massive frame as m,e lnhabils the stage¡ perhaps perfol'm.ing some' surpds­
ingly deli.cate' flapper dance. L

Of allthe spaces, ~Carly has chosen to depict¡ this one is most dearly
and mncretely the sp<lioe whe11e punk and queerness mee't. Indeed, in the
paganchurch of punk queemess, Davis, is both high prieste.ss and bla,d:.
pope. Davisis olle of my favorirte peop1e in Los Angeles and something of
a heroine fr1JlU my queer comirng of age. In her zines such as Fertile LaToJa
Jack$on and Shrimp (a journal dedicated to the sud:ing of toes) I fouod
an incr-edib1e r-esource for irmaging a futurity whel'e my. fol' lack ofa bette'Jr
,..'Ord, "antinonnatirvity" oould /]omi.s:h.. '!hmugh onr fl'i,endship and quee'Jr
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".... ,,,
inlinuey .... n.v. I"'rform<d, thmugll • cen-.io .ick '..ppropr"tioo, ....i­
nugioed moo,]ity of th. p.tmlUg••y.l.m. she doe. her woex,;ond 1 t..­
tifylo th. N,~' York Ti"", .od lb. Le• .4."8<1,.. Tim,,_with my ...d.mic
e...d.otw" IDd I.n.rh• .,. ....n in pl.ce-th.t .h. i•• cenili.d.rt .Iu in
the lraditioo of D.d> .od Surr..liun. 1 th.o gel to ... her ...ort, ...hich
impire. m. to 00 .od. H.. Frid>y-night .mpo'iom of qu ... , puox viol.g•
..tm d•.,.",.. lix. 00 oth.. ",ou. 1 Imo... of. McC.uty'. picto... of th.
Pmo, Room IDd il> "'&', with ito d.m. Victori.., lu.t.., b..utifully <>1'­
tu,.. lhe "oo. of the p.rty. 1 ..."old ",mmui.. th..t .lb"" ... u", of ¡=t
d...d.oce to eritic¡o. th. bID,]ity of ou, p",,,,oto... fo, th. po'}'O'" of
im.giog .od .oactiog an .o.bliog of qu.", fotority.

Imt.ll.d .1 • gal1.'Y' th. im.g.. of puox clubs ... huog o.xl lo im.g..
of. gay 1=', >I.g•. Th. pL.cem.ot of the.. im.g.. o.xl to oo. anolher
'p".ks to ",bjectiviti.. tn.t tm·.1 lbmugh the .",ingiog door b.t......o
l>oth t.mporal .od .p.ti.1 coo,dio.t... 1'0' tho.. of u....h"", ...blioo.hip
to popolu cultu.. ¡, '¡""'Y" mwd by th.tic IDd "' ,] anugoni.m,
the...I'g" .... 00' .ct.w utop"" ..h 1,oom., wh wort 00 •
..If th.t doe. oot cooform to th. lIlIDd>le. of cultor,] lc>gic••uch •• l.t.
e'pit,]i.m, hel.rooornutivity, ;ond, io ..,m. <>"', ",hit. "'p..nucy.

Th••mpty ,t'g'''''' use<! in pi"''' by th. geo."'tioo of qu... , .rti.to
befo... MeC.rty. Félli Goo".lez-Torr.. bmught ioto lb. gall.')' • blu.
plnform tn.t w.. ,].., outlioed with ligllt bolb>. p.id go-go d..,cer>, ...ho
...oold 'pp<u .t odd mom.o", 011.0 riog W.Jkm.o, ..."old dIDce "'g-
ge>li,..ly 00 th••I'ge. Th.t ,t.>g. w Iw'y< oo. of pot.ot"lity, .mpty oo.
mom.ot..,d ov.rflo...ing ...ith .., .od m",..m.ol th. o.xl. Wh..... th..t
wo,x .h...... ulopi.., impul.. ",ilb McC.rty'., the .mpty .t.g.. of J.ek
Pi."oo', photoguph. look m.lloeOOlic and .mptied out of po.. ibility.
Pi.""o', inug...re .".p.hot. of th. di..ppointm.ol tn.t i. put of uto­
p"-th. hIDgover th.t follo...~ hop•. At thi. mom.ol it ",."" th.1 qoee,
vi.o;ol cultu ... o.<d. to nooriJIh oor ..o.. of pot.nt"lil)· IDd ool ...inforce
00' feeliog of di..ppoiotm.nt. If ",. u. to go 00, ..... o.<d • critic.J mo­
d.lity of hope .od nol omply <!r>nutiulioo oflo.. and d''I'''ir.

Th• ..,ore. nut.rU1 fu, McC.rty', inug.. i. th. p..t-oot. OO>l,]gic
1'''' but • p..t tn.t hel!" "' f..l • cernio >lructor. of f...liog<. • cirruit of
qo... r1..100ging. Wh.o I look.t hi. inuge., 1 ..m.mb", th••nu.lly:un­
biguoo. puox club> of my youth ",h.... hotny druok puox hoy< "'h.....d
their id.oliti.., .ggr...i,..ly d;onciog ",ilb oo. ;onolber .od L.t.. Io.rehiog
oot, ioto.<ic.t.d, to th. puking lolI08.th",. ro, nuny of th.m, th. mom
pit ..... oot omply. el"".t; it ....... ulop"o .ubeultural "'h.....1'p.ce. lo
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", ".....
m ..rlier image of McCmy·., • m>ieshi~ .ubrullure i. mown in • collff­
lion of eoncen tichl' pinned lo a whil. ",.:tI wilh pin, th.1 re••mble the..
u,ed lo mm pl.co. on m.p', lhi< rerrund. on. uf aocar Wilde'o JIu: Soul
ofMou .".¡" Socioli"". quoled in Ihe epigc.ph lo lhi. book'o inlcoouction:
"A map of Ih. world Ih.t de><> nol indude ulopia ;, nol worth glIDcing
al:" lilal e.mer piff' uf McCarty '. help' u. und.rn..nd Ih. lempor>lily
of Ulop", Ih. w.y in whieh Ih. pm i< U><d in th. ",rYice of m;opping •
future,. p1.ce of po..ibility md tramfocm;olion. Heleronorm.tive cullure
m;ou. qu...ro lhink th.1 oolh lhe p..l .nd Ih. fulure do nol b<long to
Ih.m, Al! "'.., "'" allow<d lo im.gin. i< barely .ucviving lhe pre..nl. lhi.
m;opping of h0l'" and alfecl on a whil. w.1l bcings m. back lo the VariOWl

.h""" ",h.re 1 ceh......d and p1.nn<d a fUlure ..If, on. th.1 i, nut quite
h.re bul .lw.Y" in proco", alw.p b<coming, .merging in dilferen«.

Thi, chaple! ol"'n.d ",ilh E..ne Cervenk.ú recenl ",~iting from Ih. c.l­
alog c.:tl<d 11'..... D<sperat<: Th, P,ml &xl: PIJol"t"'phy ofJim loco,. In thal
book, the" i. a perf<>mlance mol of D.rby ü ..h, one of punk hi>tory'.
mO>! fucked-up and darnaged queer l«n.. In Ih. ponk biography uxiwn
D<vil, Th< Fail Tim" ana SiI",¡ Lif' of n.,,.¡,, C""h "ud tlr< Cm"-', Ih. 1.1.
Tom.la Du P1.nly, le.d .ing<' fur riv.:t band th. W<i<do., d.""ib<. Darby
off:slage in "l.tion 'o hi••laged ..U:

Uuby w.. r..em.hoS 'o. parking lot l ,h'n!< tlw'. wh... ho w.. ro·

"Iy ••U<. W"eh'os h.. boh.."'r" • parking lot, ,"'t'> whol m..Jo

Uuby Cr..h, ,"'t'> ""'ol m..Jo h;m • leg,n.!, m,';nt¡. n'" h.. on·
"'S" pooonnme.. ' Oh, 'hoy .....'" "" oo.'ns' I e""Id., ." 'hrough ,
G,,,,,. '"', pl...... To""",' Bu' J """jJ e."';nt¡..,, on lh. rurt> wtth ,

4O_,>.,"e. ,od "",n '0 """ fu< houn H. w...n 'n"",";ng. "'lo....'·
'ng hoy."

Th. >lage .nd ,he p..king 101 .ce .Ji".nt in much the ..m. "'''y tha, ,h.re
i•• phan'om deor be'w..,n Caleh (}n. md Sp.ce1.nd in McC..ty'. work.
On one ..phall .l'g' in Lo. Angel.., on. queer punk ",..leh.. anolher
hold furth, and Kro" ,h. counlry, under. differenl m.1'" of p.lm Iree,
bu' .till in a patlúnglo', my b<.1 mend Tony and 1 .it in hi. beige Ni..."
Senl.. md we 'J'ffu1.te .boul th.i. band lhe Gernu and lhe provoc"i''''
Iyrico lo .ueh :IOngs .. "Se! Boy' .nd "Richie D.gger'o Crim...• WIi.t can
Ih.y po..ibly mean1 "'.., ....d ""nelve" .1mO>l .Ire.d)' knowing, Whil.
"'.., ..1 in th.1 car, my p.arenl:l worried .l>ou, ",here 1 w.. and whal 1w..
doing wilh whorn, md 1 know 'he¡' musl h",e b<.n trying to comforl
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" .... lB

th."""l",. by letting ,hermel,... lhink thil [",.. me",ly.t ••bg" Whit
" .. wer. le>ming in ,h.t p.mng lol •• lhe G"IIIJI ",ng "Forming' pl.yed
" ... th., lhe", ,,"" .noth...t.ge out ,h.", rOl u., oolh t.mporil.nd '1"'­
ti>l, one in which polenli.lity, hope, .nd lhe fulu", coulu N, ohould N,
onu would b. en>cled. Tod.y [write Nck from llut ot.g< th.l! my molher
onu r.lher hoped ["uuld quickly '·>e.t•. lru;t• .,., [dwell on ;md in lhi.
'''ge b<e>n>< I unde",."d it •• one brimming wilh. utopi>n perfornu­
tivity ,lut i. ünked to th. id..ü,)· th>t i. po'enli.lity. lhio polenti.:lity i•
•1"..)"' in th. horilOn .nd, lilo perfOl"""'ce, nev.. completely di..ppem
but, iu.le"', Iinger> .nd conuui' for knowing onu f~Ung olh..
peopl•.
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7

Utopia's Seating Chart

Ray )ohmon, Ji/! John>ton, and
Queer Intermedia as SY5tem

11M wluhon <" ,he pn>bIom of¡Jonhty"" gol lo>l

-),11 JoI......,n

THE STONEWAll RIOT "'... nunife.t.lion ofp<nt-up energi..
thit erupled 00 tI>< .Ir..t. of Greenwich Vill>ge in 1969. Tod.y 1 li,...ud
worx in th. Vil1>g<, md it i. h..,,] lo find .uy .....idoe uf tilo>< ,nergi«.
Yet th. bsk of finding trae<. of tilo>< lr>n.fornuti", ""litic.1 polentWi­
ti« ¡, non.th.I... ímport.>nt, ",d in my ,...=1 [ ofien ..Ium ,,> th.it

momen! of eoonterrulturn ferundity. Stonewill i. uf (oyro" th. birth of
lb< modem g.»' .ud Je.bi;", mo..ment .ud ,he in~i.1 eruption lh.! IN! to
• form.:lizing ..,d fonn;¡tting of g>y .ud 1..b¡.., OJenlitios. Although ,hi.
tum to th. idenlit..;", ,.., ¡mpor!.>n! .ud ....,n hhlo'Í<'Uy n"'....')', it
¡, .qo.:ll)' ;mpo.hnl to rerl.ct 00 wn.t "'... )",t b)' lhi, prniruL., proc«s
uf fonn;oli..lion. Befo.. lhi. bold ,eh.llion tI><.. w.. mother mom.nt in

""hieh th. count..col'ur.J m.p "'... pom.p•• bit qu....r, ""hich i. 'o ..¡.
mo...zpm.i'" md induding ofV.nOWl .'rocru... of f""ling IDd hiliit. of
boing ,h.t the reL.tively r.,'rictive c.legori•• of gay IDd le>bi>n identi'i••
... inc.pilile of «tching.

Wh.n I tum to lhe .ph.meul ."hi"", of qu..r N."" York 1 .m in'..­
."ed in lo«ting tn. IDti-i<!<ntit..im gorm of ,h;, ..bellion. A""n'-g>td.
culto...1worl< from thi. ponoo e>n be "i."".,¡ from • cer'>in ""n'.s. poin'
from ",hieh ,h. complezity of ,h... thon incho.t. ident~i•• CID be ...n

d • .rly. lh;, .pp,,,••ch 1001<••t the ""orx of cm>in cohm.l proJucm >JI

.ph.m...l >rehive. of th",. pre\iou. undernmdings md cartoguphi'"
of ,h. ""orld. 1 arn mo>! inter.,t.d in identifying • «rhin otopim com­
pon.nt in the.. >rehives. Thi••"hi,·.J rum i. int.nded '0 do mo.. th.ln

'"
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·imply un""el; ,h. """, '0 m",.. from then to now. l' is imt••d lo álibr>t•
• eritic.1 optk ,h.t e>n poI.nti.:lI)· pe".i,.e ,he ,,,,,idu. ofthe o'opirn im­
pul•• th.t mim;¡,ed preideoti"rirn que« politks, .nd m",.. from 11,," lo
/=<. lbis move from th", to h"" i•• m",.. lo Ihin\; .buul tbe enl.rminou.
n.ture of th. 'emporn md "",1i>1 in ,h. qu..., ulopirn methodolog)· th.1
I .m '"1IS'''ing. lb. 'ime of th. 1"''' b<11'" mouol • critiqu. of Ih. 'p.c.
of Ih. pre••ol. lbi. i. uol "",i.ion,,)' hi"ory o, met.ru"ory; ir is. eritic.1
d.ploym.o' oflh. p..1 fo, tbe purpo>< of '''S'ging Ih. pre..nt md im;¡g­
ining ,1>< fulure. lb. purpo" of c.libuting .ueh rn op,k i. Ih.n to d.plo)'
Ih. kno",'edge gl••n.d from queer .ph.mer.l "ehi,... for the pU'P""'" of
rernim.ting rnd reviving Ihi. ulopirn impul...

To ,lu.t .nd, I lum lo two figure. from llu.l peno<!: cullural «ilk JiU
Jobn"oo rnd eoocep'u.:l ..li.1 IU)· Johnson. Witb th. bomophonie .u,­
nffil•••eknowl.dged, Ih. p.inog h.. lo do ,.,ith .imil" .nlidisciplin.,,)'
protocolo io ,I><i, ..ti.lk worl<, wh.t 1 e.1l Ih. "iulermedi' .pp.....eh of
Ih.ir eultur.:l p,oduction. lbis int.nneJi> pcoc= 1••<1:1 lo • perp<tu.J
unfini.hed oyslem ,h.t i. by iti very ",ture rn'isyot.mologie.:l, md tbu.
'1UIogk.:l to ,1>< preiden'it."irn mom.nt in ""hkh 1 ffil '" ioler«t.d.
Int.nn.di> i•• ~k.:l und."'.ndiog of iolerdisciplilUrity. lb. =ge of
interm.di> l!ul [ .m ,u¡;¡;<>ling i. iolerdi.cip~ruryin rebtiou lo bulh MI­
nuking protocolo rnd luonomi•• of race, geode" md ••x.' [ trrn'l'0'1
J0hn"oo rnd Jobn",n from Ih.ir hi.loric.1 p<reh .nd .nempt 'o uoder­
...od tbem .:louS'id••"h olher, .. ,.,ell •• io tbe hi"o,iea! momeol tb.l!
.0.bleJ Ih.ir projecu. lb. pro¡ect here is lo und."'rnd how thi. worl<
rep,...nt>. much I...ger eommun;¡1 vib., nol to c." tbe 'wo rullu,.J pro­
ducen; •• ",m. kind uf individu.listk 1><..,.,•. lbe worl< of Em.1 Blneh,
...peei>1ly hi. inl.re" in di.«miog th. u'opirn .ura uf ut, i. emei>1 to
my .ode.vo,. Ooce .g.>in, [ foUow • fligh' pl>o ,lu.t b)· o"",· h.. bopefu1ly
b.come r..mili... in thi. boo': Ilum to Ih. p..t in rn e/fort lo im;¡giue.
fu'ure. Bul befo,e I .nl>'ge Ib.1 project, I .k.leh • m.p of ho"" [ gol f,om
Ih.n to here.

No oo. mow. h"",· nun)· memb... b.longed 'u lbe N."" Yurl< Corre>pon­
d.oe< 5<hooL I ""ould li" lo ,hin. ,!ut ,h. memb...hip"''' ,.,.1 .nd f,,­
re"hing, • virtUolI urny of 1",.... ,.,ho m>.il.d obtu.. rel b••utiful ob¡ect>
lo one .noth"" ob¡.et. l!ul rem.de tbe ""o,k! in signifie>nl md >tutling
"''''yo. lb. New Yurl< Corr<>pond.nce 5<hool (NYCS) d.buleJ iu [970
.1 ,h. Whiluey Mu><um uf Mod.rn Art ,.,ith ,h••how "R..y Jobooon:
N.,., Yo,. Corr..pond.nce 5<hool" (s.eplemb.'_Octob., [970). lhi., uf



Muñoz, Jos? Esteban. Cruising Utopia : The Then and There of Queer Futurity.
New York, NY, USA: NYU Press, 2009. p 138.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/unalbog/Doc?id=10425196&ppg=138

Copyright © 2009. NYU Press. All rights reserved. 
May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted
under U.S. or applicable copyright law.
 

25/04/2011 Cruising Utopia : The Then and Ther…

…unal.edu.co:2127/…/docPrint.action… 16/40

"'o.....,........ 0..., 111

coo ...., w•• ,h. school'. public debut, .nd in th.>t "'..y ...ry limit.d "J'fft
of ,h••tory. To under..and ,he NYCS "'.. shoold begin wilh ••htch of
il> founder, .rchilect, .nd .uthor: Ray Johnson. Johnson w•• not only •
memb.. uf thi. dub bul ilso il> pr..id.n'.'

Johnson .It.nut.d between ,h••pelling "corre'pond.nce" and "cor­
cespondance; lh. btt.. 'P.lling connoling th••t«ngo choreog...phy of
hi. m>il .n. ConsideringJohn.on'. do.. >JIsociation with lh. Judson "1.­
mo,;,l Dance lb••tec and hi••tteudan« al Roben Dunn'. f.mous dance
d ...... lhe vi,...1 arti,t's iude:ling of d.nce ••• pcoc..., •• it "'... being
concei""d in ,h. po.tmod.rn dance drd•• in which he t",..led, i. worth
p.ying .n.ntion to.' lbe dance .. John,,,,, woold ..nd out onto th••l'g'
",..re h¡, mailing>- lb••t.go W>JI th. wond ,i. lhe po.tal S)"'em. lb••rt of
th. NYCS h.d much lo do with Johnson'...nding of eph.me.... inform>­
tion, coll.lgo., and .U mann.. of unconyentionil mailing., lbes. m>iling>
",..re corre.pondence. in llut 'hey sometime. cill.d propl. 'o r..pond.
Hi. recipien'~ .U of whom fotmed th. m.mbership of lhe NYCS, were
invi,ed 'o writ. b.ck and pre..nl th.ir own worx or ilter hi. previoo,
m>i1ing, He onen ..nI hi. collages, which h. «Ued "MoIic...; 'hrough th.
m>il. lb. recipi.nl> of Motico. found in them • p.'liche of Lucxy S,rike
pack>ging, m",i.-"ar publicity photo., and f>.hion-m>guine I.lyooto.
Motico. were an .n ,h.t m",..,d, penotming obj.et. insof>r .. lhey danced
.Iong th. runmy> and .tago. provided by lhe world po"il .plem. lbe)'
",..re perrorm>'i''':ul objecl> th.>l fl"",..d lih qu.ec m.rcury throughout
tb< clunnel. of m.;"rit.rian communic..ion .nd inform>tion,

J wiU continue lhi••ketch of who lUy Johnson "'... and wh.t he did by
d.scribing my first .ncount.. ",ilh him. In ,hi. n.n ph... of my descrip­
tion, which yee" from .nything re••mbling • ,..ditionil art-hi,loric.1
melhodolog)', I ",..n' lo .h""" my >JIsoci.tive b<longing to ,hi, wotl<. lbi.
tum 'o ,he ..soci.li.. i. not random; in.te>d il i. meant to echo penor­
m>tiyely th• ..-la'i,...1)1e of buth Johnoon and ]ohn,ton. At tim•• m)'
pro...1.0 echo•• th;, worl<, [ n...r me! Johnoon, but [ know him through
my de>r fri.nd Lux. Dowd. ",'ho fu.. told m••buu' him. Jobnson'. fri.nd
and m...' hmou. collector, WiUlam Wilson, ha<! buughl • piece of Luxo.
worx in. g:ollery, When Wilson h.>d purch>JIed th. worl< he did nol kn"",'
th.>l th. young .ni:lt whooe wotl< he ha<! fuund comp.lling enough lo a<!d
to hi. coH.ct;"n ",... ,he son of anolher .rti.t,John Dowd,. queer .rti.t
who w... fri.nd of Wil.on'. and Johnson'.. Jl<fore John Dowd h.>d di.d
of an AlDS-rel.lted iUn... in Soln Francisco h. w•• involved with G.n­
..>1 Id••, • !1"up of Toronlo-b.o.ed conceptu.1 arti.l. who ",..re, to somo
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dog..., inspire<! by tI>. NYCS. Lnk. lold me .bout thi< chane< meeting
""ith W¡lsen ."d hi< f.mili.:l cnnn«tinn•. fut happened l>efor. th. 1"8'
..tro.pecti'" of Jehnsen'. ""orl< ""....hib~ed .t lhe Whitn.y Mn.enm
of Americ.n Art (Jmn.ry 14, 1m_M.rch lI, 1m). I w.. int'igued b)'
Lu .... d=,iptiou ofJohnseu·. ""orl<, .nd thi. iote,..t w•• furtber fed b)'
• converutioo 1 had with th••rti.t N.yl."d BL.ke, who w;u, .llhe time,
con>idering le.cIling • cou". 00 Johnseo, J..k Smith, ."d Jo..ph Co,­
n.ll_lh. bner two wbo.. worl< I h..J (ID<! contioue to h",,). g...l ¡n­

t..." in,
Al th.. poinlll>eum. sem.what 00...>«1 wilh Johnseo. Through th.

rmchin.lion. of New Yorl< City'. v..l ¡nt.rlibr>ry loan 'J"lem 1 .cqw..d
t",.., .¡¡m c.l.:log. of JooIlJlon'. ""rl< from th•••rly eighti lbe ",..,rk <lid
not diuppciot my hyped .rp«t.tio= lbe ..t 1 .oconnt d w.. ing<-
nion. and funny. lbe ",.."k .bonnd.d wilh verlW .nd ,i.tu1 POIIJI. lb.
collag.. ¡oduded tribute. to Gmrude St.in .nd Mm."ne Moo.., t"'..,
of my upphic modernrn he ......, My only f""lralion w•• thal th... w..
IwUly .ny m.otion of tb. NYCS in the 1""0 .rti.t '. c.Wog>- 1 wonld n••d
to ",..it nntil tb. 1m Whitoey ,etro'pe<ti'" on lbe ..ti.!'> wo,k fe, th.
opportunity to imm.... my><lf in tb. NYCS.

1 .:Ise le.rned .bont JooIlJlon'. b,illL.nt ''''PO'''' to AlL.n túp''''''' md
the H.ppeninll' mo",menl io contempomy .rt: hi. "Nothing.,"' One
p;uticnL.rly intere>ting nothiog i...corded in • recent docnm.nt..ry on
the .ni", H_ lo Dra... a B"""yi in whirh Johoson ",..Ik> ioto. ,oom
""I>.,e lbere i. onl)'. cwboard boo lhen ..m",,,. hi, bell."d proce.d.
to whip lhe boo. A> he does so, he 010",')' .nempt.lo .rtirubte the ""rd
"K.th" .nd i. no.ble to ..). lhe write", prope' n;une. There i,. con­
cepll..1 minim.:t;'m to th. piece thal c.li••nention lo lbe ",,,..bno­

dance th.. "'.....ooci.ted with H.ppenio¡;>. lhi. perforttUti'" i",¡>tene<
00 "lb. oothing" {lbe not lhe ..} "'''' th. p...enloe" of the happeoing
{wh.t i. lhe..} i. both qn.e, and ntopian. Ulopi. i••lw')" .bonl the
not-quite-he.. or the ootion th.t semething i. m;,.ing, Qn.e, cullu...1

prodnrtion i. both ." ..mowledgment of th. I.ck thal i. endemic to .ny
heteronorm.live ..ndering of the world .nd • building. • "wo,ld nuk­
ing." in th. r..,e of th.. l.ck. A nothiog i•• ulopi.ln .el irulof.,- .. it .c-
mo",'edg••• lack th.. i. norttUll..d .:lit)' and .nempt.lo worl< w¡th
and through nothingoe" and eph.me lit)': il i. both • critiqu• ."d.n
.dditi", o, 'ep...ti'" ge>ture." Qnee, utopim p...elic. ¡••bonl "build­
ing" .nd "doing' in ''''pon.. to th.t ...tWl of nothing ...igned to n. by
the heterooorm.live ",..,rld.
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"'o.....,........ 0..., ".

lI'.lking tb.roogh ,he ezhibil with mo,h.. good f,i.nd, ,h. pl.ywright
Jorge Cortin.., [ found mys<lf .",..51 in R.y Johnson'. concepttul nud­
n..., [ I..m.d .boul Joonson'. biog"phy_hi. t"ining.l Bl.ck !>loun..in
md lhe profound in!lu.nce ofhi. l• .ch.", Jo..,ph Al!>.,. :rndJohn c.ge,
on hi, ""Ji<, [ louk ple••u", in Ioolinpt John.on'. punning bilchy ...ip<'
.1 m.cho .b..",ct ''P",..ion;'1s .uch .. J.chon Pollock. He poked fun
.1 h;, que<or conlempo...i.., "p«Wly Andy w..ho1. I found oul iliout
h;, chuming md >om.wlul d.m.nted ",I.l'ionship wi,h ,h. mi.. M.)·
lI'il>on, coliector .nd criti< Williun Wil>ou'. moth... Bul I w.. m",l im­
p",.oed by th. como.pond.u,"•. [ mMveled.t ,h.i, f,e.ld.hn.... lh. work
"'... "".Il.nd ,ubtl., md il w.. d ... llu, critico who.., im.giIl.llion. "'..,'"
Iimiled lrou1d .imply di,mi.. it. Wh.n [ l00ked .1 ,h. coll.lg", I could "'"
th. d ...-rul infiu.nce of ..ti,1s ",ch •• Yvonne R..Un...nd M.rc. Cun­
ninglum, mi... commined lo :rnlifornuli.m :rnd 'ponlm.ily, :rnd I could
... th. "'>oII.lJlCO with lhe concep'u.:! wo,k of Fluru., I louked ., tb.e !et­
t.,. .nd ",mem!>.",d Sunu.1 D.I.ny'••ulobiographiGlI II.lITali...hout
th. b.lhhoWl" of N.,.. Yotl<, hi. fi"l vi';' lo lhe St M..k·, B.lths. Once
.S'in, lh. ,trange blue light of th. public ..". bdlity ,lul permined tb.e .u­
tho, to..,•• comforting m... of pe",.m com•• in'o focm, d"..,loping inlo
.omelhing of. vi",.J 'hroughline fo, ,h;, lexl. Th• .., lene" function >om.­
thing Iike th. "'p",..,n"lion of th",. writhing p",-Slon.",..Ubodi... View­
iogJohn,on', po.linS', hi, nuil ;orl, ",... like .ntenng > ><e,el wo,ld [lud
.omehow Iulfkno",'O. lt "'....difying. lhe len... "'p",..,nted. v.,¡ oyst.m
of ."",,"'ionJl .nd como'f'Oudeuce, tlu, nudo • world lh., w>. not quite
h.", )'" nouethd... on ,h. honron. [1 w... qu... wo,ld of potenli.lily.

J Iuv.lu.u lhe lime lo ""ITale my .ncounl.. wilh Joonson io .n .ffort
to convey tb.e ..,n..lion of"umbling upon th. que<o' ""rld ofJohn,on .nd
th. NYCS. How <!id I ch",ce upon John",n'. world? !>lO"!tIy 'hrough coin­
dd.nco: .uch .. ,he bct th.l John",n'. collecto" Willimi lI'il",n, hought
th. woJi< of. fri<nd, which occ"¡oned ,h. di<covery th.l thi, friend'. 1..t.
f.lh" w,,,. fri.nd of John>on'.. Bul I .:!'" .ncounl.",d Joh"",n', ""rld
through • mo", imp<""II.lI, commonly II.lviS"ed roule, ",ch .. lhe Whit­
n.y "'t''''p<cti>., Yet lhrough lh",. decidedly diff..enl pon, of .n"y I
found my..,lf in lhe mid.. of th. ,,"orld of tb.e NYCS. [ ;un no! iu" .n ..­
chivi.l or • ><hoor. I .m .1'0 I"'n of. qu... ,e1..liotul o,bit, • force fi.ld
of belonging. Through .."",i.lion. ho,h common .nd uniqu. J .cqui",d
info,m.llion .!>oul R.y Joh"",n md hi, lrotl<. Jobrulon'. wotl< .Jlow. on.
to..., worldJI tlu, ... both ",.:!:rnd im.lgined, nhling in. ,p.tiotempo­

..1coordin.le bet",'NU tb< ",.1 md lh. virlu.l. Joonson'. co'''''f'Ond.uce
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",hool ...orb ... m;¡p, or ",hem.lk, of ....orld th.t can only potent;'lIy
••i.!. lbi. pct.nli.:l, born out ro .p.tiOlempo'.:l condition. of {im)po..i­
bility, c>n be deciphe..d •• utop;'n. lb"", conditioIIJI of (im)poüibility
..rl.ct lohn.on'. '<jection of "objecti"," ,«lity. lbi...¡.clion ch.lI.ng••
object;"'....Iily" t.n.to....hich indude convenliorW underot.nding> of
not only th. lempo...1.nd lbe 'I"'ti.l bul .1.0 th. onlologic.:l ilsell Fo,
.nmpl., one did not >etu>lly n<ftl to be pre..nt .t • meeling of th. NYes
to be th....

N"", [tum to. lIl>Verkk critic ...ho ...... conlempo"'ry ofR..y10hn­
>on, lbe l..b;'n d",ce ",.1 .el erilk Jill John,ton, ",.1 h.. collection of
...riting. culled fmm her Villat, \'0;" column, Alarm.lad, .~!t.' Johnston'.
peropect;"'. on critk.1 pr>ctk. int.rero m. md iIlJlpi'''' my .ppro>eh to
th¡, dupt...nd Ihe Luger pmj.a ,.,ith ...hich it ;, ..><><:;'t«l. Johnston
"'.... >lud.nt of Iite...lu", who mo",d to N yo,k from her native Len-
don (pe,1u.1" her EngIimn..., .. ,.,ell .. h ru>lity, conlribuled to he,
".tu, •• cultur.:l oulUde,), lhe >v.nt-gude .el ,.,orld ofN"", Yorl< w.. th.
pi"....her. John'lon could join oth.. oulUdero md find • c,itic.:l .."",
of belonging. lohIlJlton "'.., not only • comm.n!>lo, on the ",.n. me c",'­
.",.1; ohe "'.., .1.0 o~.n. lo vuying d<gr..... pulidl"'n!. ro, insl>neo,
Iik. R>y looIlJlon. m••udiled Dunn', f.lmo", dUlce ...orhhop. IDd olhe,
cultu..llu.ppening, tlu.t 1• .1 to lbe form.lion of the Jud>on Memori.:llh.­
.Ier. John.ton, thmu¡;h th. perro'm>ne< of h.. wildl)' .""";'ti,,, ...riting
"yle, ...ould n;m.t. h.. "p"ri.nc.. on md oti' th. '1>11" induding h.. WI'
of drug> .nd he, >eting out.t pul .."

Deborah lo...i", in.n introduebon lo. recent .dilic>n of .~!arm.lad,
Al" wrot., ..gudingJohn'lou', '1)1e, "['m >1", lempted to _ in th. mn­
bling mediulion, ,truau,..) ;on;¡lo&<, to Yvonn. R.inei. epoelu.! Trio
A_. long clu.in of m",,,men" perform«l in .uch. ,.,.y .. to ..nder no
m",,,menl mo.. import"'t tlu.n "'Y oth.. on.... R>in.i. pi"•• one of
th. m",1 im!""l>nt piec of cho,eogr.ph)· in the hi,to,y of I""lmod-
.m dmce. clu.!l.ng<' coo of difference .nd v.:lu. within dIDce p..cti«.
R.in." ...orl< ;, • ch>lleng. lo d",c" hie...rchy of v.:lue bec.tll< it h..ck­
er" ret doeo nol .Nndon. lechniqu. in m .ffort lo ..!.ni,;ze the dilfe,­
.ne< bet""en movem.nt tlu.t ..... not t..Jition.lly con.id.red "dmcelike'
...ith mo",. tlu.t ",,,re e>l.blimed .. wch in d",c" «non. lbi. id•• ¡, ..­

tlect.d in John'lon', <!>neo critici.m, ...hkh beg;ln in th. \'oi" ... column
opeeific.lly .dJre..ing dmce md p'og..,<ed into • column .boul .:Im",t
everything, lhmu¡;h th;, .n.logy one i...minded ofJoImoon', punning of
,""",,,,,nJ,",, .nd ,""",,,,,"J.,,,,. John>ou'. coll>ge ""Ji< ",.1 conceptu.1
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"'o.....,........ 0.... 111

wo,x, lil<. lUioer'. d.o« p=lice ."d John.loo'. writing, nuxe .....dically
democr>tic poinl: """)'!hj"~ (o""'lxmd, lo 'veryl¡'i"~. Thi. m",.. to de­
o.lu....lize ...thetic y.lue i. ooe th.1 .henu.ic.Uy .od .ffedi",1y biod. the

emergen. quee, po..modemiUll of .lu.t penod.
Joho..on, in ." ..tide tille<! ·Uotitle<!; cl>ime<! .h.t "e",'Y geo<>logy i•

• fictioo. lhere i< no .uch thing. lher" only one gen..1og)·. lt ..1<.. pbce
in ou, d",;un•. Eye')' specific geo<>logy i•• fidioIL" Much io Ihe .;une

""y th.. I""tmodem dmce " ... inteoded to di.mpl the cod« of ""Iue
... igoe<! to differ<n' m",..meo!> .od ge.tu",., Joho.ton took ....ip'" .t
ob¡ecti'" ",ality. lúluralized ongio .to,ie. were diUll>utled by Johmtoo'.
intenned!>,. coocept th.1 f",me<! ,·.nou••od often cootr>did0'Y .I""i..
• bout life md .«thetic< >JI in.erchIDgew1e.

J think R>y would .groe wilb Jil1'••t..emeot .bout geoealogi... Fu,­
thermor<, he "..,old ><id .lu.t lioce ""'Y geoealog)' i•• fidioo, ooe .hoold
get to lbe plO¡ect of "7iting_io word., mo..meol<, inugeo, col1.g.., ge.­
tu,.., fidget>, twitehe., Itumbieo. ¡trace. lioe flOm my biogr>phic.1 coo,­
di"'te. to .hi< cri.ica! plOjeel on Johoooo. A1though the KCOUot I ",odet
i< .me, it i., of course, .100. fictioIL lt i•• qu.., inuging th.. t ....,......
frieod.hip >ud gouip, .troll. lbrough the >rehiv« 00 • Sood.y .f!emooo,
md <O much mo"'. lhe .«hi, i•• fictioo. Nobody 1m""", th.1 beoer
tlu.o qu""_peopie who h h>d to cope with lbe fidion of. >ociall)'
P"'lCribed .Iralghto",.. Qu.." m.ke op geo..1ogie• ."d wotld.. So let WI
"7ite i. dowo. JiU Jolm,too did, .od <O did R>y JohOlOIL I ;un fol1owiog
their le.d .od .lw"J" !»ve, e..o befor< lime... lb..e figuees. Now, .hrough
• ",tum '0 .he...rti.!>' work_the 'pheme..1 <h.rW of their P","'¡OWl
Iiv.._I.ttempt lo iolu.bit. queer prKtice,. mnde ofbeing in the w""ld
tlu.l i. aloo in,..oting lbe ".."id. I w."llo ..sigo. cem,in v.1ue to .hi.
mo", <O th.1 it e",oo.l", >JI oomething mo'" th.o iodividu.1 demenli•. I
eall .uch • mo.. oec<>l.leily otopim, bec.o.. il i. my belief th>t .uch •
mo", i< oece...", in lhe bce of the politic.1 oihiliUll .lu.t ch....ctecize.
tbi< p",..nl momen'.

J do oot wi.h lo r<nder. piclure of o.opi. th>t i< pe",cripti'''. I "":In, io­
.t..d to eoooole .0 ide.lity_. d..ire for • thing,. or • w"J', .1u.1 i. oo, he",
bOl i. oonethele.. d«iub1e, oomething worth .te;"';ng foro lhi< d..ir, do<.
oot i..d lo p..ctica! politiCl o, " ..o. prKtic.1 critica! p=lice, bec'Wle
pr>gm>tiUll h.. 001y " ..e hiled u•. lt i. polilic.1 p"'gouli.m th>. h.. led
0.10. hi..oric>! momeot ""heo .he ngh. 10 ..<Ve in Ihe milib'Y;md the
eight '0 I"'rticil"'te in the JU<p<ct io..itutioo of num.ge Iu.. become the
g:oy mo",ment"> nujo' i..ue. lhu., I ""om to the Joho.lon of Marm.lad,
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Al, md nollhe Johnston of L<w"," Nolio"_nol beuus. L<sbio" NOM"
i< nol m >dmirable t....nd oot be<:.1ll< it i. oot imporl>nt. The mom.ot
th.1 Jill JOOo.lon nam«! h.roelf ."d he, .<>u.1 ideo.ity "'... impornot fo,
th. history of qu... politic< md thiokiog, Yet if we ,e>d th>. mov, >Iong­
sido JOOnston'. refu",llo o;un. in Alormolad, M",.,.e ... f>ced with he,
...:ti.nt qu...ion. ·Wh.t d"". il m.m.o o;un. oom.thing1 Wh.re do,.,.e
g<t off giving .ve'ythiog. leg;d id.n.ity?"" Th. , ..d.. i. ",..ro.d th>. to
.«epl .hi. naming ;" to .gre. to ". ,e>l o, pseudo-.tymologiul .u,d",""
io ,.,.hich on. c>n "une",.., th. hou of. f,m.en I.g;d id.ntity which find.
il:! "'''y inlo th•• mau",leum ulled th. dietion>ry."u John..on clUm. th>.
th. dietion.ry i. one of he, f>vorile 000ks. Bul ho,.,. ",o • mau..,l.um b.

on. of h.. f>vorile 000..1I su¡;¡;esl th>1 Johnston ;" • HoUywond vondeo
quoen in the nuu",l.um of lbe dictio",,')'. ,.,.h..e.he rou'in.ly ..ise. th.
d.>d. c.lling .n.ntion lo it••t.lus >JI fiud and fro",n md nugiully remi­
nuting it. ru••gnn ;" • qu... practice wo,th c.lling .n.otion to.

Th. ficlion;¡1 relation.:lity of Ih. gene>log)' th•• i< • w..,;un i. perform.d
b..utifu1ly in lbe wor!< of R"J' John.on. In • typed nuiliog Jobo",n un­
furl••he n;m.tive ufooe of the NYCS'. mee'ing<- The I..t re>d>.

11M NYC.S.•tt""lod i...U .nd ",ongloJ ....If. mulOl,,'" " ..If, ,ri..J

to k;U ....If. 'riO<! tu kHl " ..11 otTbu' _uro.' 11.0 fotioh ho. tu be lO<!

11M non_prob' o'V'"..bon .....'hoot. Girj Fnd.y konlod "'" uoo.,
the _igh' 01 tb. fon""", "",,,,,,,k el p<n'M>m "rucm.... V''Y .n·
">"''!I'ng w., ,.. "'pon.. froro EngW>d who "',n ,om. uP ",.,h th.
L<>ndon COITO.poOOon,. &hoo1. D..Ml Bounlon w.. d,opp«l who..
vol."h"" oc p-'rt.-...d "doo', ..oo "'" YOU' 'm"''".... bUcJun..¡I.· R,e;
H.nb<"" ,old roo ""' !>ou, OOW X,n" C,,&' ..kod tu be !.lo otT
l." b". y,,,, .go, je,on R.y p"'..... d..,."." th. "m..];"l!·
"y'''lI ~ h.J .11 boo" d"". befo MkhHl Mol<. h.. no< be." hNrJ

from in ~u,". ",hOl•. lo h.d..J'"

fu. i< lbe first p..-agraph of Ihe documen•. Th. NYCS live., o, 00 il i••n­
nounced (l.t.. John",n ",~ole."d .ubmin«! ,..oous obituari.. ."nouoc­
ing lbe de>.h of .he scheol). A1.hough.he school, in .h;" 'eport, live~ ~

h...:I", .pp...ntly "konied oul" und...he ·f..,t.stic ",..iglll of .h. o.t­
,.,.or!< of previou••truetu....,· On. e>o Iherefore begin lo mive .1 • d.fini­
tion of th. rel.liona! eI"';n of Ih. NYeS >JI • "",clure. o,. net,.,.o,k of
st",clure.. tI i•••trueture th>1 must resi.t th. weigh•• guvily. o, pull of
previou••truelure.llut .ttempt to f.tigue. ch.:ll.nge, ..,d compromi", th.
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"'o.....,........ 0.... 113

NYes. If the NYes i•• ""';.! fonn.tion, i. i< therefore one re>p<>nding lo
previotll "",ul >truetore., o, ",lnion.1 o,derings, olb.r wa)" of being in
the ......-Id. Membership in the NYCS i. lix.. qoee, kinmip,.n .hem.te
eluin of b<longiog, of Ionowing .he othe, and b<ing in .he wo,ld. Sorne
char..te.., .och .. Xeni. e.ge, wi.h to be t.un olf.heli.. and the,efo",
op' no"o belong to .he.e dilfe",nt ,eL.tiotW networl<>. P<m.p' me p"'­
fm trad~ion.1genulogie••nd rystetrul ofbelongiog.

The NYCS i. no, held by the ..,ne tmth eI.irn> lhat organiud p"'viOWl
netwoOO o, «><ul .!ructo",.. One might ""oder ifJohnoon'. "'pon.S" i.
b.",d io ob;.ctive ",.lity. Did lh.,e m<eting< actwlly happ<n? A1though
the qooted .l.temeol ""'Y, in f.ct, be an Kcoont of .ome ",aIity_man)'
of the peopl. did "",.ive lenm .nd mail an f,om Johmon-il i. not
.omething .h.t can be describ<d .. objeeti'" ,e.lity. In..e.d it rep",..ol>.
qoeerly .objective accouol of the world. lhe n..-ntive 'pun b)' John"", i.
part of .n artwotk .hal in,i... on a revi.io=y framiog of friendJIhip, kin­
.hip, and belooging. If we comider Michel Foucaulú durge .h.t we mo.t
alwa)" b< in .he proc of "becoming hom"",ma1 and nol be ob>tin.te
in ,«ognizing .hat "''' and t1ut .he homo.",o.1 mo.t "ioveol from
A to Z • ",I.lion.hip lhat i. fonnle..; "''' G1n begin lo undmtand the "'­
j«tion of "obj«ti,,," ",ality p'opo><d in .he woJi< of th... que.. otopun
arti.!> .nd wri....." lhi< i•• mode of objectivity.o which Ji1l Jolm.ton
could r"pond. Ind<ed ohe i. included in the m;¡iled .e.ting ...ignment
fo, a pmpo>ed 1968 meeting of the group. Johmlon can be found in the
fir>! colomn of .he ,.,,,nth mw of • grid thal included .."eol)'eight boo: ..
Jn lhe", bohemian "1".....ome of lhe turne.......i1l r«ogniuble t-
"",Id celebritie., ",he",•• o.he, "10'''' <>crup.nt., ",eh .. N.ncy D"wd
(column 1, row 3), my frien<! Lo .... molhe" "'... friend ofJoomon'. bot
not. KnOWO art-world c<lebrity.

Ooe way oflooking al .hi. o'g,mizing of turne> i. in cootra.l ",ith And)'
W..OOl". F.ctory and the W..OOlun elev••ion of f"'.... ",,,irOOs, .nd ..,­
ci.l oddili., to .upe..tar .t.,= Laler, io the 1%7 docomen., it i. reported
thal "Andy W.mol ha. n.,,,, l><en • ,urentar in the NYeS but BiUy Un­
ich ",«ncl)' ",«ived lwo per>c>nailty [,i.;] po.te.. of Peler Fond.,"" In .hi.
imtm«Johnoou i. pining ru. NYeS m;¡p of the world 'g.>iml the Warhol
Factory cosmology, Y.. W.mol .t.rlel Ul... Viol.. i. ineloded on lhe 1968
grid m;¡i1ing .Iong<ide the young man [,,..,,,,d wilh lwo Pet.. Fond. pe'­
.onality po..er m;¡iling<, Billy Liuich,.I.., 'n"",n .. Bill)' N.me, The fi..t
thiog ",e <>n infer fmm thi, i. th•• Johnoon "'... no gre•• fan of Warhol
The ..",e kind of ,«<ntmeol o, dista..e tow>Id w..OOl i< aloo artirul.ted
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12~ Utopia's Seating Clurt

!byJo1mson, Stafmg Owrt. Cour
1. F'4!lgl!'1l & o.

~~,~

'>'f [] The. &itate of lUyJohnsoll at Rich:uJ

by Jac ' Smith at ditferent moments in bis oeuvre. Johnsoll was present at
the play mgy t:hat 1NOJIS !:he filmirng oJ Smíth's Flami"g Cr;earJ;lI'e" lhis fud,
the attendance ofJohnson at Smith.'s cine:J!llatic orsy, ellable-s: me to visua.1­
he a neuvOIk of qlJeer cms.s-associatiolls and inflIuenc.es" milh's perfor­
Illallces¡ IH::e Ray Johnson's mad a[t, wntained a utopian impuLse th<l I
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"'0.....' ........ 0..., ,,,

."",;'1. witb.. 1.'8er ci,cuil 01 queer inlellectu.!, .nd .rli,l, in New Yotl<

.11""1 lim•. The li,1 would indud., bul would ce'l.inly not be limiled
lo, ",~ite" ch •• Frank OH""••nd !.eRoi ]one. (now the nol-"'-queer
Amiri B.r ), O'H."... '~ey object of d..ire_Ihe p.int., Lmy Rj,'-

.n, dmce crilic Edwin Denby, dmce, Fred H.,ko (who.. nam. 'ppe=
in ..ver.! of JohIl>On'. po.I." md nuiling<), roel md fag lu.g D;'ne di
Prim" .cienco-fiction ",~iter .nd li-.eori,t s"muel De1.ny, md columni.1
Jil1 John"on, Jt would .1", indude my frien<! tuk", b,h." John Dowd,
""ho <lid not ocquire ,h. fame ollhe olh." in m)' li.1 hut would non.lhe­
le.. nuu i' on'o ,he grid 1would dr>W 01 t"", mom.nl, froro my pe"pe<­
ti", <>JI qu..,r ",chivi.1 .nd theori.l.

!>Iy me. for ,hi, critic.1 ende• ..-or, my .pp,<>.>ch lo thi. m.lerw, com.
from my ,...ding of John",n .nd John.lon md wh.1 I undenbnd <>JI the
cro..-Iempoc.J perfonn.;¡li'''' ",,,,tberalioIIJI of Iheir wotl< of Ihe 1960<. In
Ihe p.rnnce ollhe .ge, I ;un .ttempling to cerl.ct • cen';n Yihe, ••Iruc­
luce off""ling ,lu.t 1underslmd .. ulopim, To 1""1 end, the wock of B10ch
¡, u.efuI, Bloch'. !h.ceo-..-olume t",.ti", on hope ¡, ittc",dihly in.lruc­
ti", when on. con.id." ,he "'j«tion of ,h. re.II""1 one encount." in
Johnson'. mcs or ,he wildly ••soc;.tive tlights of f.ncy ,lu.t dwocler­
i:ce John.IOtt" ;oum;¡J¡'m, Bloch, in. published diKu..ion wilh Theodor
Adorno, "'mM" t""l the "",,,,t 'o u'opi.>. i,.n undenbndin¡; llu.l it mu.1
ha>'" mulliple go.oI...o Por eLlmple. ulopi> i, 001 .bout oimply achieYing
h.ppin... oc f,,,,,dom; ulopi. i. in bct • ca.ling of • pictu", of po"o'i.l­
ity md p''''ibm,y, ru. ca,jjog o, inugin¡; ¡, .1", m.ct of negatioo, Wh.1
i, neg.ted i.!h.e p",..nl in li.u of .nother time o, pbco. ThWl, utopi. """
• po.itive valeoco, llu.l of. projectioo forw.ru, md. nego'i'''' function,
""hich i. Ih. wo,k of cri'iqu.,

Bolh JooIlJlton', critidom .nd JohIlJlOn', ..1 p<,fotm Ihe nego'ion t1u1
Adorno md Bloch ruminate .beul in.of.... !h.ey, Ihrough ."","ui",
protocol., chip ....y.t ,he fab,ic of ",.¡¡'y, Thi, chipping .w.y in John­
.Ion ¡, • ca.tin¡; of • piclu,e of ,he fu'u", t1u1 me c.l1. intermedi>. Her
notioo 01 intetmedi. ¡" "",Ih citin¡; ., length:

R._in'.gu"on. Tho ....)·lbins .. OYO')'th'os- Th. "'l\""'>m .. tot>lly
iII~L Tho 1"ll'I>'y of notluns bu' pi..,"",. lo '" 0'l!y of ..If.",pro.
JuctOon (tI>. p".unoc'wn). Tho .00 of 'mport.nc•. Tho .00 of pol>_
ti<~ Tho .00 of h....."hi... Tho .00 of f",uHu Th••uJ of p-oup>

Tho .0J of ......nlo .. 'I"n.1 colony (Burrough». No .uJ ro .......,
tb.", un l>< .n.OO of in lb. S'"' ,-,'o"S''''''u, tho 'nt.nn.J'. of
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th. <",mi, .m.go; th. ",."",.ili.o of.he g."".1ogy of ...ot prohh<

dro,un; th. "'t.nnod.. of "'o¡;U'SO" .h. gu<g!"'S of h.oppy ",r.n";
th. ",..""odIO ofOONo' of ,,"ot. ("1 poooplo) ....k;"S ..od <..tlo•

• 00 ",hu ;...,."o.. ;n.,,¡' .od ""...do oi ¡, hud~"" do<og "o.hmg
.>t .n. lo""""'¡;. " .¡" ......ld bof"", .od .Iio, .... ,OOp " up <0'0 b...

ofp"""'OO ....h" .w.y;o. fihnS<W<.... 1IDo1oJ MlNE, YOURS,
THEIRS."

Wh.n I con.id•••hi. fM-OO' hippi. otopi.nhm-..-.l,..m-of-cotIKion.­
n... il i. diffi<olt not '0 boeom. p""'imi,tk .0001 eonlempo""y qu.. ,
politics, giv.n th>t th...gu1>r l••hi.., eolomm.. in tod.y'. Vi/lat, 1',,«
i, lh. f" righú bpdog d.gger Nor>h Vincon., who rogo1>r1y d.noun«.
p'OS'...ive .dvIDe.. in K.d.mi. in h.. "High.. Edo",tion" eolomn, Bot
Vincent i. nol lhe ,'iI!>.in of thi. eh.pler; '¡'" lilo Jolmston ...d Johnso...
i, me..ly. repre..nt>tive of. momen!. lhe point of digging .nd digging
op, .nd digging, JiU Johnston .nd R>.y Joltnsoo is no! .imply lo conju..
th.m » .otidol.. to Viocon• ..,d oth.. g>y o.oconser...i,,,. who pbgu.
th. p....nt. R>.lher, it is import"". to im.gin. oth.. mod.ls of queer P"'­
.nce in th. poblie sph... th>t prec.d.d <o«en' model., Th. no.ioo of th.
"."erything '" "",ylhing' llut Johnston d.ploys i...minisc.n. ofJohn­
son'••••ting eh"t ..,d .he I.veling oIfect ..,hi••od in lh.t ..-orl<. Both of
th... qu... eoltore m.km ... int....ted in ;ort-di..cting th....1. lhoy
off.. n.w syst.ms of knowing IDd orgmi,-,tion. lh. e.11 to end group..
hi.mehi....od f>mili.. i•• c.U lo ..pi". lhos< previon. 'Y".truI ofeb.-
.ilic.tion wi.h o.w circuito of b.looging, Th. NYCS is m to ..pl.c•
...d ....,d io ror tho.. p..vi"'" s)"t.m., [n. 1972 inler..-i wi.h Rklw-d
ilo'"'t.in in And)' W""ol'. 1"1'""",, m.g.llin., Jolmson ..pbio.d tlu.
".h. whole ide. of lhe [New York] Co«..pood.oco S<:hool i. to rec.i,,,
...d di'p."", with .11 th... bits of info"".lion, bo<.o.. th.), >11 r.fer to
som.thing el.., [1 w» ¡ost. ""y of h.ving. eom'er..tion o, .«lunge,.
soci.>! int..coo...."" lnlermedi. i••netly .hi, olhe, ".oci>1 in.monr..." If

."erything ..fe.. to .omething .!se, th.o lhe ..b.ion.1 o,der of concoived

...Iity i. o"erly 'r>n.form«1, lh. neg>'ioo .h.t Bloch .scrib•• lo .he oto­
pi.n lunetion of .rt ..¡.t. in di.l.ctie>1 lenoion w~h .hi. new ordering of
.pi.t.mology (wlu. lhing> m«o) ..,d ..btion;¡lity (how lhe oth.. h pe'­
«iv«1). A otopi... 'r>n.fomution i. performod .hroogh Johnson'. m.il ..t
proc A le".", .t...d;u-d lemporality i. th>t of th. ",nder '. p....nl IDd
th coiv.... foto,e, Th. In.. 00 longor ¡,." • "h..e lo thore' t,,¡eelory,
Jt now t>lo. on. "he.. to .h... lo th... ..,d th... '''''lr>¡.ctory, .ioco.
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"'o.....,........ 0..., 111

pi.co of m.n nt wiU mo", botwe<n • ci,cuit of ni.nd> .nd >equ.inunce:<,
boing .:ller«! .t e",')' point in it. joum.y. W. Gln GlIl thi. n.w lempo­
,>1i'y one of que<, futurity, whe... lhe futu... ;' ••it. of infinile and im­
muubl. potentWity, lh;' nolion of que<, futu,ity misht.!ro be u..,ful to
an unde,.unding of lhe futu,ity envi"g<d 'hrough JiU Joh",ton'. id•• of
int..m.di>.

T.ken togerh.. o, sep","ely. Johnson'. intermed" p,;octie...nd John­
.ton'. id•• of int.rm.dio p''''id. contemporary critie. wi,h model. fo,
.ppro;oching .ni.tic praetie...nd .trategi•• th.lt m,id th. pitf.ll, of con­
..n'ion;¡J di«:iplin";,y. Th.y h.lp WI ,«on.id.. wh.t.n .rchi,.., i" wh>t
c<>unl> >JI <vidence, .nd the W>J" in wbieh "'.., lulow th. obj«t. Th. qu..,,­
n... of oo,h R>y John.on ",d Jill John,ton during ,h. period I ;un ...fe,­
.ncing h.. '''''Y linle to do with the indeIing of ..,=1 identity (whieh i.
not to "'Y th.. it;' not intim.llely ,e1>ted to..,nu1 ••perim.nt.tion md
d¡'covery, .ince ,bey fu.led th. utopi'" impul•••t th>t hi"oric.1 mom.nt;
quee,..,••nd de';... ch.lU.nged It.nd..dited notion. of ...1>tion.:lity .nd
intinueyl, lhe "",Ji< under eon.id.ra'ion p<rto"m. queenng of••• I h"..,
.hown, lempo,.:li')·. ,e1>tio""li'y••pilt.mology_whieh i. wh.l.t I would
d.ocribe ... world-nulUng p<rfornutivity, In thi. m..hodologie>1 perfo,­
nunce th. routini..tion of .pp,o>eh i. lhrown ou' th. window in f>vo, of
vibran' mll.g•. lh;, op<n-.nded eol1>oora'ion .1.0 eh.llenges th. mo.t
.g¡;.....i,.., di.dplining of ..two,t. in ...1>'ion 'o wh.n lhey ...., fini,¡,.d.
incomplete. o, o"''''''''''ed. Johnson'. eol1>g< indude. ,h. eph.meral .nd
th. utopian, ,h. f.et ",d ,h. ",«dot., It i. time to ,etum to th. source.
which i, to "y, th. ,it. wh.... quee, .n.rgi<••nd pot.n'i.lit'" eIplod.d
on th. ",..,rld .. ,h. contemporary g>j' ",d I..bi", m",..,ment,

B)' my dock we were quee, bofo... we,...,re I••bion .nd &lY' ru. un­
d.rn.nding m>y I.>d to • eritie.llooking b;ock th.lt m')'be • ""1' ro,w.rd.
Th. p."•••peeWly lhe w.)· in which ~ circw.t•• in temu of ...btion to
R>y Johnson'. and Jill John"on', biogr.phie.1 .nd cultur.:l practie.., Gln
be in,lructi", to que<, eritie.1 .nd politie.:l puctic•• th>, -.vill n.utulize

tbo imp.... th>,;' ,h. que<, p.....n'. opening. po,t.1 to. quee, futu...
thit ",..,uld be, muld bo. and .hould be,

In dosing I ...turo 'o th....ting eh.l.rt, On. of my .n'rance, into th.
NYeS W>JI column l. ,ow 7: JiU John,ton', oo., H.. notion of int.rm.­
dio ...so""t•• in re1>tion to Joh"",n'. proj.ct in. mmn.. th.t I find in­
.tructiv••nd u••ful ... quee, ocho1>, ",d think... But moth.. entrance
thit i••qu.:ll)' importmt i. mlumn l. row 3: Nmcr Dcwd', bm:. I find
my entrance to, ...n my m.mb."hip in. ,h. utopi'" "",rld im'g<d b)'
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th. NYCS thmogh • qu... logie of kimhip ."d l>e<:oming. II i< 'hmogh
fri.nd.hip md oond with Lok. D"",d, who int",ducN me lo lUy john­
oon,llut l iliu.t. mJ"<1f IDd ..k. my "",n ...t u tlti. g:..hering. Luk.', .n,
of whieh. f.,. piec... hIDS 00 tb< ,..11. of my New Yorl< 'putmeo', con­
necl me 'o Johnooo too. lru!le><! of th. p.rfectly .yrnm.t'icil md guph.d
Iioe> ofJolm",n'. clurl, Dow.h Iin• .,-¡ oh""", 'y>t.m. ,h.t u. in col1lp..
o, diorep.i'. 80th Do-;,·d·. md John",n'. wo,. di'p1l)' th. w>yo io which
'Y'..m. f>iL Through John",o'. worl< thi••lRcl i. re.lite<! by punning .nd
tonsu.-in-ch....ngge..lion, wh..e.. in ,h••rt of th. young...rti.l it i•
•ign;ol.d through ,h. lileu! eolb!", of guphic illUg<'>.

Llter, Dowd'. worl< b.com•••lightl)· mo.. figur.J, lhrough ••t.ncilins
technique t1ut w.irdl)· ,..on.l.. with th••rperim.nul impuloe b<hind
johnoon'. MoIieo<, Dowd ..nd.n b..uliful im.ge> of preciou. SO"'" .nd
Koi ti.h. Lik. Johnoo,,', colbS'" Dowd ulili....."¡ily .,.,¡¡ilile m.t..i­
.1....eh •• 'P"'Y p>int .nd [",p" 'o re-cre.te th••1mo" mythic:ol lu""
of di>mond. IDd ,h. olherworldly b..uty of lh. "p"n.;"'" fuh. On com­
moo oh"u of P'P"" ["'ioled d.i>mondJI ...m 'o do th. "Pul.nt worl< of
th....1 thing>. ..Uectins .nd ..f..elins light, providing glimm." of th.
b<trer lile promi>ed within lhe 'y:>lem of v.Jue in which ..... toil. Th••• 1m­
.ge> ... not .imply ..p,...ntuionJI of ""Iu•. ln"e.d 'hey .,. glimp... of
h"", ,·.Iu. i••lw"Y' .I,e>dy • tictioo to which ..... collectively ...boaib<.
Form .nd coolenl ...m ,.rinlly .1 oddJI. Preciou••100..... m.de dirty,
commoo, )'" th.y ",em to .....in • cm.in .1Iu... Th.y .re oom.thing lik.
th. gho.t of di;omond., ph."lom projectioo, of lhe ...1 thiog ,lut 1.. u.
know ,b< lhing bett.. tn.n ...1di.mondJI. Di.mondJI .,. doubled, mulli­
plied,."d .lw"Y' cu' in lh.,e f..me>. Dowd'. P""'" i•• eomposilion of
cuu llut d.n)· th. ,iew<,. ,.hol. IDd .ingul.r ob¡ect, lh. cut> .Ilow WI to

",. oom.thiog Iik. th...,.nce of ,h. diIDlOOd ••• eho..og..phy of line..
Th. qu.lity of lh. cut l••ve. ,he vi.we, ,.ilh ,he ..,. om;¡meoul qu;¡Ii')'
of ,b< di.>mood, Thi•••"hetic " ..tegy ..mind. one of ,h. B10chim un­
d.nt.;¡nding of the om;om.nt.l, p..ci..ly in iu ..;'ction of utility fur id••I­
ism, providinS m 1mport""t ' ..noport for th. ,i.,.er, lhe om;¡meoW in
.rt ,epre..nt>. certain "''Plu. lhu .110...· ,b< ,iew<, ..... IDd importIDt
p....se ,h.t i. mo.. ,han." esc.p", Dowd', WI. of omIDleoW ...th.tic

capture> ...di",l polentWity,
Uke lhe .p..)'p>in'ed diamond., ,h••il\;-scr«n.d pill"", im.S". of.oi

ti.h repre",nl onumen'.J ieonJI of v.Jue. Th. fuh were eulti""'N io th.
ehio"", Qing Dr""")-.,,d th. J'I"""'" Edo p"riod. Koi pillo.......p....nt
molh.. p"npeetive on ,-.Iu. IDd how it i. m.de. Ston•••nd fi'¡' 'hmogh
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Utopias 5eating dlart 12.9

histol'Y i1iCHll!e a cerroin kind of value thal i-5 too often ro en fOf gnmted,
deem.ed as naturaL But this value is bestowed not by the indirviduilil's touch
bll!t through a lar~gel' system ofvalue'. Dowds pl'oject illuminales. the ,vays
i:nwhichvalue' is a fu:Hon in which\'ie all participate. His r~pllf~senmIions

nonetbeless also cólIptur-e that tbing in the aesthetic¡ thilit surplus, that ex­
tra that]s ll!ltirnately beyond.

My favor.ite pi.ece on my apartment waH l'epl'es,ents, olete'!" work by
Dowd:¡ irt is iIi very' large pain.ting onwood O'f the Silver Surfer. 'll1e Sih'er
Sm-fer is a, famous character from the Marvel. Comics pantheon of sll!per­
beroes. Thispainting engages me 0'Jl. a few leveJs. H certainl.y indexes Pop
Act's inter-est in. su.perhe.ro mytbology-one can look al the' majesly ofthe
Smfer in flight and think of Ana}' Warhol.'s Superman silk screens. nl.e
difierence is that Supermall was a dominant comk during Warhol's child­
bood. 'Ihe sicldy boy of European origins losl: himself irn the fanmsy ofthis
SuperIDan who \/o'i1lS a pertect mano 1 too gr-ew up r-.eading comks such. as
Manel's Ihe Fanwsiic Four. 'Ihe Fa ftastic:: FOUF 1he X-M 1" and 5piderman
\'/ere break-s lrom the gr-and and glowing DC Comks supernel'o pantheoll
that included char-aders such as SuperRlan"Wonaer Woman, and &t­
IDan-characters, who were Amarzons, mirllionaires, and super aliens. nl.e
Marvel chamctel's broke from the previous DC model becililLSe, they wer-e
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UD Utopia's Seating Cnart

luke Dowd,Kai,

real people with problems. 'Iheir pO\vers welle more cu:rses than blessings.
nu~ Fantastic Fou:r\'lt.'re a dysfundional fumll.y. th,e X-Men had a ,cert:rio
genetic diffure·nce that fllad,e them S'ocial padahs (Ii e tbeories of lhe gay
gene thal 1 do oot buy), aod Spiderman\V3S a fucked-up leen. nle Surfer
"'''aS an aliJen e "led lo Earth, al.v.ra,rs longing to relum to his homela!1Jd,

For lile, a uban who grew up in MiiJImi, wber~ 1 was. always told 1
was living io exile fmm my homeland, tbe Surfer's mythoLogy r~sonated,

Dowds painliog, th.en. spe<lk.s of a. tllOubled world of supernel'Oes botb io
touch with reality ¡)¡[Id defying it,. not the id'Nlized !>phere of Pop Axts car­
toon5, 'Ihe SUITer is sexy too but not in tbe explidt way ihat SuperlDan is.
His fonn i-s perfect, but rus skio i-5 pure ret1ectiV'e· sih..er, lhe ilIusioo of re­
tlIection tbat is laler masteredio the diamonds and geR1S js. fir5"t initiated ilo
tbe rurface of tbe Sill.ver Surfer's skin. My childhood desire for hilll is not
Warhols de~re for this alien who looks liIke a bunkj it is tbe desire for ao
alien who looks like 0110 alieo, ""bo is odd and fre.akish, and rellecls my o\V[l
freaHshness back at me. 1 tbus would li e to hold up my frie·nds beautiful.
shiny paintillg afld call atíe[lti.on to ilt as· my melllbership calíd in the NYes.
lt signals a desire' fOl' anolhe..r way of being in the wodd, anolber \val' of
knowilng tbeworld and ihis world is one gleaming wi.th potentialilt)~
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8

Just Like Heaven

Queer Uropian Arr and ¡he Aesrhaic Dimemion

MY f JI THER HJI TE S tnecolor sr"""" H. wiU nol dr.", in sr«n, no.
will he furni.h his home in the color. I gr'w up knowing ,hi. bUI no, ...
•Ily thinlclog .!>out ~. Ou", in lh. midst uf rol' ""Ir.boom.d .dol"",<nce,
J bought IUm a S"'eo sport >hirt for F.,h..', Day, md h. ,..ct<d b4dly.
Notidng ml' di...ppointment in hU re.clion to lhe p....nl he quickly ex­
pt.ined !hit ,he color gr«n "miud:! IUm uf lh. milituy, .ud 'p«ilir.lIy
uf ,he roreed .grirultu...llilior <>Jnl' to which h. "'... :<en! .ner h••pplied
to moY< with rus bmily from Cuba to ,h. United St.t••. lb. ,,,,1 uf rnl'
bmily irnmig..ted in 1968." Y'" o. lwo.flor rol' bthor hid worxed in
lhlt e.mp for «ven months. He ne"" ,un), ,.:lb .000' lh., ..('<neneo
<xcep' to uy tlu, il w•• "''Y dilliculllo l>. ""p....ted [tOrIl hi. r..mily. H.
will .1.., 'p<.k uf hi< ""tred uf ,he .oldio" who 0,,,,,,';1\,,' him, lbe g...n
uf lh.;,- uniform, and tho general world of g",on th;¡, >tood fu, tho Cubm

,,,..,Iution. My forge,fuln... on th., r.lho" D>y .nd my r.thei. , ..ction

to il fo",>h>dowN ,ho )"m of "SUmonl. ,lu.t followN .. my borgeon­
ing politi<> !><<<mo >v""",dly letii,t and, to >nmo ",blionil degree, .. tho
qo... , w>y I h;¡d eh"",n 'o live my life I><eamo undoni.>blo.

In • w.y omi!." to my r.thd. 'ej«lion of the color green, I h.ve .1­
"'''Y' lu.d. "rong rey.bnco 'o c.moufuge .nd ill it 'ep"'>enled. I h>d.
,..i,bnco to eamoufl.go in .rt ,lu.t ",oolUtod with my """'i.lion of eam­

out!.go with milib,i.m ;ond, more .peeili<>lly, U.S. fo"'ign policy. In tho
.amo w>y tlu.l my f>,h.. ",¡«ted ,he colo, gr<1'u fo, ilo id"'¡ogiGOI con­

not.'ion. I cou1d not mo\"e p..t my .»n<i.>tion of eamoufuge whon I ..w
oome hip>tor on ,he "",ot ",,,";"g GOmoufl.ge I"'nll .. I"'rt of h.. po.t­
punk ou,n,. I folt .imiJ.,ly .boul Andy W.mol". WlO of «moufuge. I did

not Iik. il. 11 w.. not 00 mueh th;¡, I <!id not g<r it; it "'''', mo", no.,ly, llut
I omply ",fu>ed to get it. In ,hi. w>y I am .lrangely Iik. m)' f.th... He "'­
fU'N lo ",o !\,een ... color th.l "'p",,,,n'ed quile • f.,. ,hin!\" induding,
m",l prominend)', tho lU'urn wo,ld of pl;onll .nd .nimil•. And whe",..

'"
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hi< >venion to • colo, i. rootN! in ""hi, for him i•• person.ol.nd h;'loric.1
sen", of '",um., my pmbl.nu ,.ith wnoufug< .re le.. groonded in "p'­
,i.n,e md more .buo' my sen•• of self ... polilin! P""'fL C:unootJ.ge,
Iik. th. colo, gre.n, i. more thin il. id.oIogic>11y represent.'i'" ose.,

Upon re.ding ID int..view with Jim Hodges 1beg;ln 'o recoMid.. m)'
po"'tion 00 thi< ¡=tirulu ...th.tic. When Hodges i• ..ud .buul th. ose
of c.moofuge iu hi. ",,,Ji< h. re.pond. b)' m.dibtiog on bis o•• of th.
formo

C.m""tL.go;•• ",,,d.rioS of ...'u"" 1h;.;........, ... ,.."d mo lo it

,od rtiU doo. h ,•• ""rnmdo do¡Mchoo oí ".'U", by ,he ,rt;" AboIt

1h.)"" H. m.do ,h;. 00,,'''''''''' IDoo' .uUn.ol <o""..lm.n' .ud_.
on 'o rend., ""ti<. in ,hi. _pI< red"eN f"""m of oh.oo...-I;sh'
,od dut. J .njoy """k;oS ",ti; 'ti WU"", wh..1; i. ",'o"".nd ,b.n
,l;. ,...,.. ,,,-,,...,.. bo-en J.yo,,..¡ "" .. f"'1;,;cally ,od cul'o ..u,-, I hk.

lo"dod "",.......

Hodg<" m.n'ion oflluy<' .nd ,he origino of c.mootbge sep.at. it fmm
milil.mm. 1lu)"r'. book, Cona.1i"K_CcJon¡tio" ¡" l¡'" Ani",.1 Ki"Kdo""
An Expc<ih''''' of l¡'" L.",," of Di,!"", throot" Color.nJ P.rt,"'; &i"~.

S.",,,,,,'1 of A¡'¡"'t H, ThaY"" Disdo,""~ hid. wide.pre.d i"fluence on
th. o", of mili,uy c.moufl.ge during Worid W.,-I.' Hodg.s'> invoulion
of .rti>tic .nd m'u",li,t origiIIJI to wlut bt.. bec.me • 'echnology of ,..,-­
f.,-, h.lps WI con.id.. th. ,..), in which th. funn i. indm "load.d."]"
me.ning i. a1so "bt.d 'o th. "",1 qo."ion Hodg'" fitld••buo' • I)~ic

fmm th. 1...0.. Nym SO"g "Emmi• ." lhe Iioe"yoo om.m.nt ,h...rth"
'P'.k> of Ih. "bUo" of .rt to ".to,e in mueh th...m. w.y llut c:un­
oulbg. i.... .rti"ic fonn th.. '''''mp'' to .ppro.rinut. n.lure, Hodges'.
int..",t in lhe ,..y in which.rt toueh•• ""tore helps m. 'o reconooet m)'
initi.! rejectioo of nmoufugo ... fu,m. lh. linhge betwe." ""to,e .nd
th. orn:un.nt i. compelling ,.h.n con.id..ing Ih. ,efo..1of. ce'''in ""t­
0",1 order,

In thi. ch.pte, I IDI int..estN! in ootli"ing. queer .esth.tic dim.n.ion.
lntrirulic 'o thi. dioco..ion i•• disrusoioo of c.mootbge ... d OmIDI'"'"
moJes of. queer ...th.tic dime""'o". To ,h.t .nd 1 call on '''''' soure..,
th• .ni.tic ""Ji< of A"dy W."hol ""d Jim Hodg<' md • line of G.nmn
id••li,t 'OOugh' m.ruf..t in ,h. "'''D; of M:uruse ...d Bloch, Brnh th.se
",-rit." ",,,re inv..t.d in Ihe powet of th..."hetic JimeIlJlioo md, 'pe­
cificall)', the UtOpiID fore. of .esth.tic.. Uropi., in lhe ,..y i" ,.hich Bloch
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md M=o", .mploy th. 'erm, i< dKidedly differeol from the di.mi.­
.i,.. inmntioo of n;¡i,.. otopimi.m ,h.t we eocoooter nowad.y•. Utopia
in th. Gernun iduli.t =g< i. a critique of a pr"",nt oroer, and of th.
ov.rarehing dictale of h"",' thiogo a", md wiU alw.ys 1>< in an onyielding
.bl", qoo. 1 ,h.n conUder!he work ufw.mol and H<>dge... glimi=' uf
a qu.er otopiani"", which i.lo ...y a s",al ",fuoal of an overarehing h.",
mdnow.

Queer Aes,hetk. as "Cre'l Refmal"

Jt i. inte",.ling to mnJIider "breu." Eros .mI Civil;:.ti<m, a 1955 'nI lhat
mticipa'ed 19605 coonterrul'or>1 m",..menls, alongoid. wh.t t<>day might
1>< e>llecl queemeo'" .."heric. Mareo..'. 'nI, almo". blu.print for ..,­
oi! hberalion, eon'ain. wha' cm onl)' b. d..erii>ed .. an anlihomophobic
mom.nt tha" w~hin ilo hi.torical paramelero, ...m. oom.wha, "mling­
In th. book'••ighth chapter, "The Imageo of N=i..", md Orpheu.." th.
T~an Prom.th.u. i. deocrib.d .. a repre",olati"e uf wh.t "breu•• eallJl
th. "p<rformance prindpl.," Th. p<rfurroance principle, in hi. anal)";" i.
a formul.tion ,h.t d",erioo ,h. mndition. of a1i.n.t.d Iaoor tha, modem
nun .ndo",.. Prom.th.u., the mythological figure who i. cOnJItantly un­
der du",,, and "'pl.ni.hing hirmelf (. puni.hm.nt fur h.l'ing "ol.n fire
from!he Olpnpim g<><b and deli,..red it to mm), i. jual.l"'..,.j with th.
imag'" of Narei"o. and Orpheo.. Th... lwo kin of Diony.WI "aud fur a
dilfe",n' reality thm ,hat which i. pr..erii>ed by ,b< ...aing rationi!ity of
th. p.rfornunce principl•.

In mythology Nmi..m w... I><.utiful yoons man who .purned "nor­
mal" ..roal rd.tion. and peri.hed, In th. Ül'idian t.mnS uf Nmi..",'.
tal<, th. mgry godd... Nem••i. aveog'" Nareisru" ",¡.elion of th. wood
nymph Echo by h"'ing him fall in love with hi. own ",flectioo, Un;¡bl. to
.top lookiog at him..lf, .nr>pto",d by hi, own imase, the yoons nun di...
Orph.o" tal< i. equally tragic. Aft., l<»ing hi. wife, Eorydic., to ,h. g<>d
of th. und."""rld, Hod.., h. roj«!> ,h. \<».. of ",,,men for ",Iation. with
yoons m.n. Hi. ",¡.aion of normal lo"", 1...1< him to be ripped ..under
by "b.nad., femal. d<l'Ot... of Dio")"u..' For "breu.., N=isru. and
Orph.o. repre",ol "image[.] uf joy and folfillment; th. "oic. which d"",
not commmd bu' .inS'; th. geoture which off<ro and rec.i"..; th. d«d
which i. p<aco md .nd. tb< Iaoor uf conqo..l; ,h. Iiberalion from time
which uni'.. mm wilh god, roan with n;¡,u",."·
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Allhoogh oolh lh.>< m)1holc>gic.1 rulto...1h.."".' ..ori.. end io "'g­
«!y, ,h.ir inuS'.-.ceooling lo M=o><_"'p",><n' ,he potentWily of
molher r.,.U,y. N.rci..... md Orph.o• .,., both ",h.bilit.led from lh.
neg.>tiv. ,onnol.tio", ,h.t!>.v. l>een .n.ched lo ,hem in th••S' of lh.
perrorlIlIDce principie .nd ,h. "'p",..ive order il io"."li.l... Al lhe .nd
of ,h. eh.pt.. ." impornnt "",.btion ¡, m.de .houl OrpheWl .nd, to •
I••><r degr..., N=;"""

lh. d ",.. "..Jo""" ,""" , Orph.... w;th ,he ;o,rodocl;"" of

homo h'y. Lilo ~m< , he "'joct> ,he ..."".. Ero>. no< ro. ,n
..,th.he oot lo<, full" Eto"- Lilo N",e'''u" h. prot.." 'vio"
th. "'pr oro" of J><O<'"'''' ......J"y. 1he OrphOc ""J n.tri ·
he Ero< ., 'o ,he .od ohhe n"l>'hon ohhi, o,J.,_lh. G .....t Roro...
lo ,h. wmlJ 'yrnOOti,oJ by ,h. cul,"", hero PTomoth.u~ " ;. ,he .od
of.J1 o,J••; oo';n ,h., nog.bon Orpheu, ,uJ ~..-c;..u• ...,...1, n....

",.J"y, w;,h .n oN" of;" own, govemoJ hy do!f....o' prindpl... 11..
OrphOc Ero> ".mi""", h«ug; h. ""',.... ,,,,,I'y .nJ do.th 'hrough
libo,,,.,,,,. I-li, I.ms-u!!" <. ",og, ",d hi, """"X •• pJ.y. N..-,....... I;f•••

th" of bN"'y. ",d h........n" •• ",ntompl.h"". lh... <~, .-.r..
to th.....h.... dim.n~"" .. ,he ono'n whkh ,h.... """"y principio
mu" bo wught ",d v.l"lo,oJ'

Th. Unk..ge of lhe Orphic 'o homo..naU,y .nd N=i..i.m 'o oonproc",­
.Ii.. ><Iu.lity .Ugm oolh mylbopo<'ie «t.gori.. wilh .n ...Ihelic prolo­
col 1h.11 wouId áll qu..rn= [n lhi. in.lm« 1.m J.mibing qu..rne..
.. "Th. G".l Rofu..l" ,h.t "breu.. d.line.... , ""hich ¡,. "fu..1of ""h.ll,
once .S'in, M=WI. e.:ll< lh. perronn;¡nce principl•. Mo eon«elely, ,hi.
",fu...:l ,h.t [ de><rib< •• qu«me.. i. no! ;O" homoo U,)' bu' ,h. ",¡ec-
lion of nmnullove Ih.l leep•• repr..>iY' :<ocW order in pl.>c<.

Eros ""a C;.WUltiO" delin.,.le. ,h",. gm"rning principie>: lh. ple.­
'0'" principl., ....hieh repre",nl< Ere>< .nJ pL.)'; lh. r.,.lity principl., ....hich
..md. fm I.>oor; IDd fio.:lly the p<rfornun« principl., which dominale.
lh. eonl.mpo"ry mom.nl wi!hin which "''' .Irive. A quiek lrao.l.lioo of
lh. perronn;¡nce principl.....ould e..l i' •• ,he w.y in which. "'p",..i'"
""W ool« i. ",t io pl«. by limiting ,h. fono. IDd qu.nti'y of pie....'"
Ih.1 lhe hum", i••1Iowed. Th. perronn;¡nce priocipl. i. lh. w>y in which
lh. Jyn.¡mi.m b<'w«n lh. pl...u" priocipl••nd the ",.:lily principl••'"
ool<red. lt mo" <u'cinetly me.os, "M.n do 00' Uve lh.ir own 11,,,. bul
perrorm p"'....bU.hed funetion•. Whil. lhey work, 'hey do 00' fulfill
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th.ir own n.«I• ."d r..rul'i•• bu' Iive in a1i'n.ilion." Queem..., .. l;un
d.",ribing i' hore, i. lOO'" th.n ju.1 ",,",Ii'y. lt i. th" g....1 refu..1of.
perfonn;¡nce principl. th.t .r1ow. th. hunun lo f..l:md !mo... nol only
our work md our pl...ure but .1.0 our ..1... ."d o,h....

In Ero, anJ CiviJáolion lbe ....hetie :md ,h••urplu. il provid•• c.n po­
t.nti.lly >t.nd 'g.>imt th. ,oerdve pr>etkality of lbe perfonn;¡nce princi­
pi•. A qu......!hetie e;on pot.n'i.>11y funetion lilce. sr..1 rel1w.1 beHu"
..-1 m..-df..t itoelf in .ueh. ''')' ,h.t th. poli'k.1 inugi.,.tioo e." 'l"'r1<
n.... "''Y' of pe".ivinS .nd .etinS 00 a1ity ,h.t i. il>elf polentiall)'
eh;ms..b1•. [lcok 'o ''''0 '''i.lI: on. wbo ork "lo<>t«l in lbe p,..t O"

•• phi10>opb.. Em.. Bloch would HU il, th. "no-lons..-consciou' .nd
th. mh ho mu.....ork in th. p n'. Andy W.mol;md 1im Hodg..
thu. rep ",ol two mom.nt. in qu thetia th.1 repr..ent ..-ti.ti<
pr>etie.. ,h.t I ..... b<inS .."",i.l«I with Ih. mythopoetie fo".. of
Orph.u••nd N..-ci..u>. lh... qUollili<. of ,h.i, wor1< "'pr...nt • ioJ'ful
eoolempl.ltion, .rum lo ,he ludi<;md .Iyrie.l .......ponoelo ,h. domi­
n.lion of th. perfornunce principl•.

lhe o..nce of Si""', Clouds

Andy W.mol'. Sli"", CIo"Js we.. finl e....I«I .....t d••ign for Mere.
Cunningh;om'. Ro;,""""t. fu, <Unce w.. fint "'S.d in 1968,. y..r th.t
i. best known to nun)' peopl••• ,h. pinn.c1. of politi<.1 unr..t ;md .<ti,·­
i,t ",al. Cunningh;om'. comp.nion, lbe compooe' John Col&" w.. involved
...i,h ,he mu,k for th. pi..., .ndJ.,pe' John, worhd on «"tum••. At tM
time of lhi, eoll.lboralion nooe of ,h " ..n'-g.>rd. lumin.ui., ..... ·ou",
,ome of ,h.m never e;une oul .nd fu..d lo commenl on Ih.;, pri....t.
Iives. Th.y 11 ",lrural produce" of ....h<lie plOjeet. th.1 [non.th.-
1... """"t ith M..-ru..•• "G...t Refu"¡' :md wh.l, ,¡t.. ,,"ureu,"
th.ory, 1 ;un d..eribins .. qu..r utopi.>n ••,lbetic>.

Th. produetioo inc!ud«l';. d.ncers in ripped 1.m..-d. th.1 ...p.....nt
mimal-1ike " ..1..-. of .nmh.. world, .nd ,he nO>.ting c!ooo••t.ndins in
for 1..... "'p,...nt Ihe fo..... il",l( Bolh 11'..001 IDd Cunningh;om ... "t­
i>!>!mown for th.....pplOpri.tioo md ...funetionins of ,h. commonpl.lce.
fu, i, to ..y th.1 in ,he ..me h.ruon ,h.t .""ryd.), mOYemenl becom.,
dmce in Cunningh;om, • pillow Meom••• nO>.tinS ,ilver kon in lI'..hol'•
..-1 pr>etice. And wilhin th. n..u, of tbei, col1ilior>tion • no.>ting .ilver
pillo... b<com••• doud in ,he .n,h'lOt«l RoioForr'¡. In tbi. w.y lbe.. i,
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oom.thing both Orphic and N.,dui.lic .boot lhe RajnFOn-st .nd th••i1­
ve, pill""", th>l compo" il.

MOlITo" ,..lo•• bolh lhe N..d"". and O'phe", <>peri.nce of lh.
w",ld bec.o•• lhey bolh n'Pte th.ot which .",mn. th. a1i.n.ling life
morlel. p.....nted by lh. pertornunce principl•. lh. pl•••o ... principie
can cmainly .nvelop &lY id.ntiti••_.speeiall)' lhos. th.ot .re conl.nl lo
'pe helero.uo.1 soci>1 convenlion••nd morle> of l>eing in lh. ""rld. Bol
lh i•• ceruin lib...li"" of E,os th>l 1.m describing .. not only qoee,-
n bol al", • qo... otopiani.m lh.ol .gajn. lhoogh nol uelo.i..I)' abool
g>y o, l..bi>n .uo.lity. certainl)' embr>c<••xperim.ntal moo.. of love•
..x• ..,d ...blionilily, lhi. qoe.. olopiani,m i•• sr«t ...fo.a1• ..,d il i, em­
bl.nutired in lhe figu.... of N..d"o. and Orpheo•. "tarco.. "7it..,

They h... no' bKorno ,h. rultu,,1 h."",. 01 ,ho W.".m World

,h.;" 00 !h. ;""so ofloy .nd Iullillmont;!h. "<»ce wh..h doo-o no<
<",nm,md hu, ""S'; ,he ~..t..... whKh offo" ,"J .....;,..,; !h. dood
wIU,h .. puc' md .nd. !h. uho< 01" "'n~u ..t; !h. Iibo,.._ from

timo whKh unO.., """ w'th pi. """ w"h ",,",,,.'

MOlITu" uke. lh. inug. of N",cim" not fmm F,eudi... libido th..,'Y.
in which h••und, in fo, p.lhologic pe,,,,rnon. but from m)-tholog)'.
in which "hi••ilence;' nol of <le.d rigidily; .nd when he i. contemplu­
oo. of lo.. of hunl... ..,d nymplu h. ,e¡«tI Em. fo, .noth... He li",.

by .., Ero> of hi. "",n• ..,d h. dO<'< nollove only hilIlJl.lf.' M=o>< go<.
on lo .xpl.Un lhal a1though N..d ..... 10>..,. hi. own inuge. h. do<> nol
know il i. hi.....lf••nd th.ot love i.,)", milig>led by hit love of n.lto.... At
myth'••nd. alt.. N..d"us'> d..lh, h< ;, lr>n.r",med into • fl""..". NOlITi.­
.",'. love i. an inlmuption in lhe ple..u... principie, He repre>entl wh.l!
MOlITu" c.I\•• Nirvrn;¡ prindple. which con.i.to of "lhe ...d.mplion of
pl...ure. lh. hall of lim•• lhe .b"'rplion of d..th; .ilence. '¡eep. night.
p"'.di....• lh;, Nirv.n.l principl•• which "'p.....nl. tr.nsfornutive \ife in
lh. bce of controUed and repre><ed life. in.-oke. the concept of Nirvrn;¡.
lh. high..l h'rrine" in Bo<ldhi:lt thought, fo, lh. pu'P"" of d.mibing
an id..lity th.ol i••kin lo lh. ulopian in Gemun id..li.. lhooght. lhe ...­
lh.lic pmj«u ofW.mol and Horlge••im to .nvision • Nirvrn;¡ p'inciple.
which i. qu«r and otop"", .nd u.S'" • g....l int..ruption.

W. can th", con<id.. w..hol'••ilve, piU"",., which .....1", t..... in
Conningh.m·. RainfurtSt... compon.nl. in • N=wi<tic .«n<: lo g>re
into th. pillo,,~' ...rl«live .urfae. i. lo p"'ticil"'l. in th. modalily of
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tnstalilltion, &!prmt 1994, jlJ'cr QOtU:¡'5 r amol MU51!'l!1m Senes), ~ 994) refJhricated fur 'lb!!!
Andy \\'¡¡rbol J\1l!154!WJl in cooperaticn witb lbe Andy W;¡rhol rol!lndatiOD fOr lhe l¡o"lSI1Ial

Artli, 'ne.; 9ml BiUy Klií\'e.r, ]994, helium·fiUed metalized plllsti.c film (Scctcbpal}, J6 x. 51
io. (91..4 lo: 129.5 an ,Ano:lyWarhol (artist), BiUy.Klül'eT (contrtbl!ltcir), ~Lanufuctured by
en Jnoustries Corp., B:mingtcn, ]l,1he Andy Warncl Muselllt1.¡ Plttlibllrgh, Cl2ú081he
Andy ,"'¡¡rbol Fol!lBdation fuI the Viwal Aru!ARS, New York.

contemplation that is an intenuptioo in the mandates to labor, toil, and
sauiflce that the per(onnance principIe prescribes. Narcissism io \'Var­
bol.'s oa,smolog)' wouId also reject a. sh'idI}' Freudi<lio condemnation of the
pmdice, \Varhol.'s pr<lcli.ce o( portraiture' was, "ast aud ,expansirve. His list
of"portraits" indudes countless c.elebrit)' portraits, sl1ch as iliose ofJackie
Kelloedy; ando the SCl'eeo tests ofhis al'my of superstars and friends, as ,¡¡.eU
as V<lirious self-portraits, withwigs Ol' through th'e screen of c<limouflage.
1 would add the silver pillov.'S lo trus Iist of experiments io portraiture.
Onstage during Guuuingham's RainRwest they represent retlectirv,t': pools
to all the' dancers wno intenct with tRemo lo a similar fashion fue')' ofie'J"
museum visitors tn.eirr ,'ery own portraits of self aud their own prirvate

pools of contempl<lition, thU-s allowillg th.e' <liumenc.e' to enter the "stage'"
themseI"es.
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n...... 'l.........

If W< ,hink of ,h••il..., pillnw> .. 'hoy fio.1 in ,h. mu",um 'p.c...
m<wing pool. of mediblion .nd "'If-cont.mpbtion, ..... begin lo under­
..md llut th.y .1.0 "''''•• <ritic.l function 1S<c'1ll< they invite ,h. peROn
.ng.g;ng to cont.mpbt. ",If md p..n.ps I"'rtidl"'t. in ...lf-critiqu•. Cri­
tiqu., from Kml to "hu .nd l>eyoud,;' del<:ril><d .. h.ving ..lf-.n.Jy.i•
••• fi,,1 mom.n'. 5e<iug oue..lf in ,h. moving md lumiuou. sorbe< of
th. pill"",' ¡" 'o ... on...lfin. differeullife, in. diffe"'n' world. II i.lik.
..eing oue'. im;¡giUMY ",fieclion in. <omic-book h.ro·, .il,-er mn or th•
• rtifici.llust.. of J"'int.d gem. ,h.t 1dil<:u,S<d in the previno. <lupt .

Th. bcl th.1 th... pl.yfol glol><, .1", ,n. th. form of pin""", i o,th
noting, Pillo"" refl.et ,..t .nd ""pite, .. oppo..d lo fore«l .clivily .nd
....orl<. They .:1", "'p",..nt lbe ",.:1m uf d"'IDI' md im.gin.lion. We c:;¡n
th.n Ihink of th... "iI,.." pillo,,~ .. g1in..ing md ho riug "I.b...ion.
of both r..1 .nd pl.y, uf lil><...ion from • <orrei,,,, orl< ethk, We c.n
.1", think of ,he lcinetie ""tu", of th... pillo"". They .'" both pool. of
..If-(ont.mpbtion .nd t",,,, in • fureu, In the m)1h of N""i",,, he com­
muu", ....ilh n;¡,u", 'o the d.gre< ,lul h. m;¡k.. ,he impos.ibl. lupp.n.
fu, dyn.imic i. p",..n' in both the Orphic .nd N""iMiUic, uuce "Ero•
......k.n••nd lib.""", polentWiti.. ,h.t ;ore ",.1 in thiu&, ,h.t ...., mim.t.

md i""nim..e. In orgmic md inorpni< n.ltu",_re.1 bul iu th. uu-erolie
",.Jity 'epr....d.... Th. ''''')' of th. ;oirbome pillow Ih", "'p",..ntl th.
minuting fure. of th. uu",.lity tlul i, promised by ,h. N""wi,ti(, ID
un,ulity llut i. must poign;mt fo, th.......,. it promo'... portie coulem­
pblion of ,he ",orld tn.t <:Ul ... p••1 ,h. I<:reen of. co<rcive pe,form..,,,
principl. tlu, rigidly ,truetu",. bo,h ou, ....ori< IDd pl.y.

w• ...., n.ilu", minut«l in both w.,hol'o md Hodgr-'" u.. of c:un­
non.ge. For both "ti.15 (:un""fugr- i••n ....he,ie pcoduction lb.t do<.
mo'" tlun dupliGlt. ""tu",·. formo In th.i, p..<tice it i•• form th...d­
d"'.... ""tu",·, rebtion lo mm. In in utilil.,ion u..gr- tlu. "<udure of
.dd",.. ",.. limit«l to huntiug..,d milil.,;'m. But once il m",,,,. to th.
",.Im of th..."h«i< th. form i. ",.ctiv>ted md m..J. lo perform in
""Y' t1ut do not coc"''P''ud 'o ,he co<rdve ..,d pagrn.lie "<udur.. of
th. pe,form..,,, prindpl•. W.n.o1". c.moun.ge p.intiug from 1987 uti­
lir.. ,he bold ..,d decidedly unn.tur.J d>y-g1""" <010" ..ooci.>.t.d ....~h th.
count.«u1tur.:l mom.nt in ....hich ,h. "t;,1 fi,,1 I><c:;¡me r..mou•. In th...

im.g.. the ".tuc.J world llut i, u,,",lIy. to .ome dogre<, ,h. thiug being
inyok«l by c.moutbge i. ,"ude",d impo.. ibl. oc utterly UUn.lturU Quee,
...th.ties .ttempt to (.JI ,he n.tur.J in'o qu..tiou, The Orphic .nd N.,­
ci..;,ti< "'p",..nt • que<c poten,i.;¡lil)' withiu th. ",.1m of Ihe n.lu..1tlut
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I'aínlings¡ ]9&6, e!f-Pllrfulfl, ac:r)'l.innd sllksrreen lit!.: OJJ lrnen, 40 x Om.1O1.6 }( HII.6
rnI), Andy Wl1dlDl(artist , '"file An&j.·' JIhol Nhmllm, PittslJUrgh; :Fo1!nding CoUecl10lJ,
Ü:mtribIilJLOrb¡ The And:r Wilmc] Fmll1daticn furtl!te - IslJaJiArtsJlnc, 2oo81heAndy
WlI.rhol.Found¡¡,tícn (or tfu! Visu.al.l\rts/ARS Nel'\' York.

bas lJeen dimillished by a cel"trin on1el'ing ,or pemaps, even a. bijadcing of
the Ilatural. \'Varhol's camootlage attempls lo bring out a radical impossi­
bilit)' iD the world of the n.atural.

hl Warhol's somewhat garisb cam,OoOage p<linting !".,,re see a desire- lo re­
produce natUl'e with a di.flerence,with a desire to enlertain lhe impoiSSibil­
ity ofOIillother\'iorld of a differellt time and pl<Jice-, where th.at natural. rep­
r-esellts a queer potellti.ality th<Jit is relldered ullimagillabIe in the- straight

time al1d place of the perfonn::mce principIe. Jhn Hodges's bemltiful. Oh
Gn.:it Terr.:iin can be seen as both a üOntinuation of\,\7arhol.'s appl'O<lrn. lo
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camoufL.g< ."d .nti",ly il own ><!v.,,«m.nt in lhe ...Ihelic pro;":1 of
pictnrin¡; • qu«r ntopi>n "wiu.-i>nd>c.l"''" lbi. camonfl.g. ",..mbl••
""hil h.i:I come to l>< m<>wn .. "nm.n <>moufuge; .mploying ." >rr.y o[
bl"k., ""hiles, .nd ,'.c1on. dud•• o[ guy. But Hodge"I"'inting .nim.t••
camoufL.ge ."d .hum.. il from Ih. re>1 of th. p"'gm>'ic lo th. id..li.tic.
lb'p>inlin¡; "'p",..nl>. «min Idn••lhesi., • ",irl of m",..menl.,onnd.
cenlrifug;ol eme whe", th. compon.nls of th. c.monfuge I."doc.p< ...,m
to l>< ""hirling 'o o, ont of. cenler. lhe >h..,d, ofb!.lcks. "'hiles, .nd guys
...m 'o l>< ¡=t of. I"ge chm""l\"'phy of gre>' m'gnitnd., lb• .tf«t gives
Oh Grr~t Ttmlin •••n•• o[ p""p<ctive thit i. not ."licip.t.d in ",!.lti"" to
umoufL.ge » • mod. of p>inling .nd d••ign, lb. p.n.m l>.com.. >om.­
thing <l•• in Hodg<" pi<c•. Soddenl)' c.moufuge incorpor.t.....n>< of
di,t>n« >ud do..neu. Em.1 B10ch "7ole powerfnlly of th. utopion fo,«
in p>inling» the ",nd.rin¡; of whit he e>lled • wi,),·l."doc.p<. [n 81och'•
....oIyU. h. focu><d on mo", dir«tly ,epre..nt>'iotloll p';nt." .uch •• VID
Eyck, L«>lUrdo, .nd R.mhrmdl, n.ing Ihi. notion of • wi.h-I."doc.p< to
di><n.. lhe.. hi.lmic.1 figur>tiw p.int.... Provi>ion>lly. 1impo't th;, con­
cepl to d.miM ••pect. o[Hooge'" qu.." ulopi>n ...th.tic p...ctie<. B10ch
d.>eribe> th. wiu.-!.lnd><>1'" in h;, philo>ophic.1 >ud Iy'iul p..un«:

lb" J,...""•• wh..h lo.,.., ,h••" ... unob>tnxtod, ...h..h J.oo. not

hodo .nyth."l!." ""h.,.u ol>;.a~ Evon who.. th. f";n'oJ ,-,ew h..

'n ,h. m',", 'h no< dote","..."on bu'. ,,,he<.• ""nJord .., 1""

tkululy fo, th "u..~ .... >00" ., th;. wo,1d, ;u"""'¡ ofh..",u. be·

_ '0 bo<omo ;ufiu"., th. w,.h.und,eopo .. _n J .."""••pp..",d

'n p-"uhnp- ' , , 1he po;ut ..-h... ,he Un.. of po..pocti... me" h., .u

'nfiru'y; ,h. hu.. runn;ug ;u ,h. modJl...ct;ou go beyonJ • I>o<;,ou

lh. figu.-." .""..... >Om"h;ng n , • "n'rifu",1 'f"<'. lbu, ......Jy
" th. midJlo oge. """"".....", of ...;'¡'"

Jn Hodge" p.inlin¡; lhe lines .wirl ",ound • eenlrifug;d 'p>ce. hut they
n""..hel... ewbliu. both ...noe of ho,iron .nd • b<yond ,h. horiron.
""h..ein He> potentWity, hop<••nd ulopi>, A IUtU'>! "'p",..nt.'ion,1
omer» ",..ricti.. di"'cti,.. i. Ming r<deployN •• dmcing ><tili« thi,
d;,rup" lhe ty...nny of ""tu", .. , c""rei,.. m«hini>m. Oh Gr<aj Tm"i"
off." ..."", of v»tn... ,h.t i. Orphie .nd Norei..i.tic in th.it th. mi..
",m.xe> ,h. n,lu.-.! in. r..hi"" ,h.t .""bl•• the vi.".., 'o .nvision, n.,..
",orld, More.... <>pWno ,hit .,,,,•••nd .nim,l....pond 'o Orph.n' !.ln­
gu'g<: lhe .pring ."d ,h. fo...1 "'.pond to Norei..",' desi..,""
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Qu••me.. a. Iyric IDd modalily .... thu. poleotWly t'ID,form.I¡"'. of a
o.lu...1o,der, .Jlowiog fu, oew horiroos and • vrnoes. of poteuli.lity. W.
can oowlook bacbt Cunniogh.m'. ch0rKW"phy fu, RainFOn-sI to musid..
th< w'Y' io wNeh th. d..m. it >lag«! in 1968 deployed a cho,eogr.ph),th.t
mimieked and IDim.led th< kio."h.>i. of the natural world. W. ean.t.o
look to w..hol'. shiniog heJium-fill.d srulptu.... a• .kin to th. beauliful
.wirling eh0rKW"phy of g"'tur., mlor, aod sh.de io O. G".at T,m';n.

Lanciscapt" of Ornamentalion

Hodg<s"s take 00 Iaod".p. is .imil.. to ,he wa)' io .....ich th. p...ctk, of
pon...iture i••zpaoded and lranoformed iu W"",ol'. art practic•. Cuo­
outl.g. i. lioked lo ,h. eoncept of landorap<, and il too i., in th. t.nns
Hodg<' u..d 'o <lesrrih< camouflage, "loaded: Th. Nobel Pri.._..-inning
.utho, J. M Cnet... ha. <lesr,ib<d th. power of landscap" writing in N'
0.11v< Sou,h Afrira 'o "'p,es.nt ,h••Ii.ioo IDd degradatiou of an Afrirao
p.....o« in Ihe .."ice of propping up IDd ju.tifyiug lhe white ..ole,,' m­
100W eudeavo,." Landorap< :ut depicts a natu...1ord.., but it dne. oot do
.0 o.utrally. Landorap< .rt "'p,es.oto the ways iu which th. world should
look, f..l, IDd b.. Hudg.... 'm 00 Iaod",.p" i. viewed mo>! imm.diat.I)'
in the comoutlage worl< I describe<! io th. p...eeding ..ction. Bul he also
u... oth., mudes 'o ..ude,lhe o.lu...1world and th. human'. piar. in it.
Take, fu, .nmple,. 1998 pi«.litl.d Lmd=p<. Thi. pi.ce Iinks eoucep­
tu.lly ...eilib...'e<! o<>tioos ofboth port,aitu... aod laod",.pe. A ...mingl)'
.t."he<! .....ile d,... ,hirt i. laid ou, ou • tabl•. Upon do.., imp.rtioo
th. white shirt'. collar eontaio. concentrk d"I•• uf ditf....ot fab,in uf
v.riOl." colo.. aod paoems. Th... 'pp'" to he ,he colla" of othe, shirto.
Th. pi.ce .....mbl•• the mnsolidatiou of a wardrob<, and 'hrough tha, ao
.malgamatioo of sh:ud. aod pieres_both mat.rW aod a!fectiv<_tha,
,ep....ot • Jif•. lo this way the wo,k i...mini"eul of ,he worl< of Hodg­
.... fri.ud, ,he deceased m.t Félli Gonl.ll..-Tor..... Gonl.llez-Tor....
would "'" ...d•• of d.... and word., p.ioted ou the ",..lis of a room, to
,ep....ot • port"';t of ,h. p.rsoo he "'... "pain'iog." Word. aod d.... "'0­
d., • highly mbjecliv< pon'ail of • mbjecl th.1 is nonelhele.. hi.torirally
ouanced.

1.<",J"ap< eould b< th. disc.rd.d .hirt. of th••rti.t him..lf o, of a
fd.nd o, of ao aequain'anc. o, perhaps uf. lover. Bu' ,h. pi.c. is eall.d
un.is<ap< and no' Porlrail, and thu. oo. u..d. lo conside, th.t lbe..
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'" ..... 'l.........

m.ro. of • life repre..oted throu¡;h ['bric >1", h.>.,.., • 'p.'i.1 coooot.'ion.
lbe p';o'ing ,epre..ol> • life >JI .land>c.pe. lbe Iir. of. tr.. ¡, d«iphe...d
th,ough .n eLlmi",,'ion of lhe riog> io. trunk o, >tump ,h.t b<com.. I""t
of • land>c.pe, Men'. ,hirt, touch olhe, meo'••hin., ><tlio¡; • 'oo>li'y th>t
¡, not only .bout the Imd>e.pe of. pe"",,'. iooe, life bul.l", .bout the
VariOU1 intim.d", cenooted by ,1>< colli.ion of oo., w.rorob< touching
molher'••pp;oreL

Farnou.ly, Gooúl",-Ton", ...p.....nte<! 1"", of ,he b<loved, io bo,h.
person.l.nd societ>l ...gi.ler, 'hroush. pklu ... repe.le<! 00 multiple bill­
bo,ud. depieliog.o unm.de bed and the iodeobtioo len by two .bo<nt
bodi... Jo ••imil>r f.mioo bo,h co-p.....o« and .bS<oce .... ,he que<,

1.>nd>e.pe ...odere<! by Hodge" pi<ce. Men'. mirl> ","irl 'ogethe, io •
1.>nd>e.pe "'s¡;estiog mo,her world of iolinucy ,h.>.1 i••kio to both the
Orphic .od ,he Nud..i,tic and the interruption of ,he "he....nd o"",,"
th.1 'hey promi...

HodS'''. mirror WOD;, ",ch >JI the pieee Grrol Eo.rnt, .:1", prom;"'.
molher wim-Lmd>npe. líoy piec.. of mirro, conoeel en e>ov., in the
m.pe of • drrle, Ooe immedi>te coooob'ioo i. Ihe di>eo b.1l .nd the
world of play, dmce, and emherance it repre..ol>. He... ,he world of ...1­
v.tioo on the dance fleo, ¡, coojure<!. Bu' the mirrore<! o,b.:l", h., olhe,
coooobtioM. It e>n be uodentood >JI.O ae,i>l pe"peetive of. g....1 gli'­
teriog 1.>nd>e.pe. Jt CID 'ppeu 'o he ",methiog lile. demoguphic o,
popul.tioo-deori1y m;¡p of. queer utopi•. OKu Wild" f>moWl quiPo
which 1 h.>.ve p""'iousiy dIe<!, th.,". m;¡p of the world th.u d"", 001 in­
dude Utopi. i. 001 worth glandog .t"" ¡, .g';o ...Ievanl wheo coo.iderio¡;
.11 of Hodge" land>e.pe md c>moull.S' ut Lile Si!v<r Claud~ HodS"'"
WOD; repr",eots ideali>tic ndering> of. o.tur.:l wo,ld. lbe.rt funelion•

••• manipul.tioo of n;¡'u ·, ,.,"ne...od thu•• rite of contemplatien .nd
crili<¡ue.

lbe Orphic .nd the Nuei..i.tic cooverg< io Hodg"". mirror carnou­
Ibge pi«e Inlo tIJ, Strrom Iv. lo ,h.t pi«e mo,her emb<rao' whirl of
Iioeo coooot" the eff«1 of • rrim;¡gioed and vibrao' o>tural world. l'
¡, remioi>eeot of anothe, piece by Gooúlez-Torreo, Vntilltd (arpó,,,,
r..,u-<j 1991, which coo.i.t. of 'wo luy door-,;"" mirron pl.ced 0",1 to
each other. In th>t piece ooe gliml"'" cooverg<nce of Nud..uo', "'p­
.....nlali,.., ,ymbol p;or esceUenee_yet the 'itie'> p....nthetic.l compo­
nent iod",,, Orpheu'" oarne, Gooúl..TorTO'>, lile Mueuoe, ..em. to
Iin\; directly both the Orphic .od the Nuei..i.tic. AIong wilh Mue....
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md Blocb, Gondl..-Tor... "'... ,binker invob-ed in tn. proj<ct of o!.g­
ing • S"'.l ..ft=l. Wb.n di.ru"';ng one of bi. f.mo", .l>eh, tlu. 'ime •
•l.á of",bile p'per llul.udi.neo. wer. encou...ged lo t.ke witb lb.m, b.
"'701e in • nol. lo bi. &,lI.ri.., And... R.ooen, on FebruH}' 14, 1992,

11M oth.. d'J' 1 w.. ,,011 <h;ok;og .bou< <h. p"" .od how" folfill.

m. oc>W ""n mo.... y"" lo"", <1>< titlo. (P""f'O".);. ve'Y ",,,;,,).ud

"S"ilic.o<-• ..-hite .mp<y bunk uruo"",¡bod pM-c' of 1"1"".'0 oo·

tooch.d r..lin&- '" "od.",,,,·• .-.J .....no..... A pmpo" to .noth..

pUc.. lo ,noth.. I;r.. <o • oow !>og;oning, <o oh."".; <o th. oh."". of

m..,hog th. otb.. wIID mm. lo.... mov;og fu"., • ch.",. <o ol",
O"". I;r••o<I fo<m•• '" .mp<y pmpo" fudi"', to ;n".;bo" w"h th.

1><-0<. th. m",< I";nfu~<l;. mo>t 1>0 <h. mo>t ,obhm•• ,od yot <o in·

"ribo" w"lo I;r., 10-.'" m.moh "o;d, .0<1 on..~<od .....00>

ro, boj0S- A ,;mplo wli'<o objK< "8';oot ....hite w.U....';hng."

A bl>nk ""'it. >ft""l of p'p<r ""Y ...m 'o b< th. opporil. of. mirro._
on. d.picts nothing, .nd lbe o,h.. depirn ""'.t......teheo it, refl.ction.
Bu' lh. id•• of. I""por! .nd tamporl b<yond ,he he .. bring.lo mind
In. world of "ID.por! th.. i. rep..",nted in Lewi. c.rroll'. looking gb...
Th. loolUng gl... in Gonúl..-Ton<-5 ond Hodgeo i. ,h", lhe lh...hok! for
• ".l.in l""'pon. Gmng into lh...tl",ti.. ",rheo i. mor.llun ¡U!t ••If­
.pprecution bu'.I.o. modo of ,ontempbtion th...11""", lbe 'pe<blor
lo b< co",ciou. of tn. ,o<rcive fo". of lh. p.t-fomuneo principie. Thi.
looking.l. minor i. lbU!;on.ct ,lut worl<.like lh. 'l'moolic p"'porl; il
'p<.h of. "itic.l i1mgim'ion th.. l>egin. ",ilh ..,Ihn.lroi. md. ,-....,
.odil eritÍ<Ju, of how ,h. wocld eou1d loe ;ond indO'<d .oould 1><.

L'UI> N)70·' voic. IDd hoc ",ng ... ,000' tbe n""d 'o oen.>men' th.
world, ;on impul", ,lut ""'lUt•• in lh. ",orl< of Ft'li:o Gon"'lez-Torreo,
Jim Hodg.., md And)- w.mol lh. deoirr to ..ndo< lh. world .. oen.>­
menled i. lbe <!eri.. 'o "'" p..t ,he limito of lh. performmeo principIe.
MHCW< expbined ,h.t pe,,!,le .u/fer from • "'eplo pce..ion ",ithin th.
p<rfomunce principIe. H. i. d .... ,lul ",me ..p rion i. n", H}', ltul
w. would perioh in • h.donio! ,,-.bn,he if we did no' lel th ilily prin-
cipl. {the n.O<! lo woex, lo ",.bin lh. ",lf m.toci.lly} ,bock lh. pie......
peincipil to ",m. degre<. lh. p.t-fomuneo principIe ¡, ••urpl", of ,hi.
cepre..ion ltul exce..i",ly milig>leo lbe ..ilm of pl•••uro in the ..,,,;ce of
.ud...1nOClmli..lion .nd eon'rol
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Wh.n on. loob.l W.mol'. e..1y ...or!<. from Ihe 1950> on. g=1'"
gildN! world of homo<rolic d••i", th;¡l re¡;;,ler> lh. unfolding of • lino of
o'opi"" lhoo¡;hl, • desi", fo, • pl.c• ."d 'ime th., ..... no! im.ginili1e for
meo ho d••i,ed m.n. Th. rich .cc.nlo.liou of hurll ""d go1d-l••f p';nl
",nd o,ld of om;un.nblion. In on. pietu", b..ulifu! u.o<••bound,
• ..,h of lh.m n;unN! .~... frieod, .nd lhe dedic.tioo on lh. honom of
lh. ioug<' re.d., "lo a11 my fri.nd.," M.1e love.. 1.1... A hoy p.int.d in
goId 1e.f looks up p"wnc.lively_he ...m. 'o be l.ying on hi••Iom.ch.
In IDolh.. piec. one m",,'. Iund ....m, lo dutch h;, O"oVO g.nil.I., coyl)'
cooe<a1ing ,h.m. [n .tiU ."olher im.lg., .Iioe dr>Wing,. rlow...nd. luf
f",me. cnck, ball., .nd pubic luir. lhe field of on. ballpoint-p<n d",...ing
d.piet. row••nd row. of h.",l. ,h.t .... "'p".t.d with lh. inilial. "el"
on 1...0 h...h, Ooe is I.ti lo 'f"'Cul.'e .houl who Cl 1m)" b•. (It w., lh•
•cto, Ch:ul.. Li,;mby.) A ..If-pon..it of lh••ni f.e< ;, .dorned wilh
>un, half-moon., .nd bird. in flight. lhi, wo,k, hich "'... produe<d
y<m b.fore wh.t i. 'ouled •• g:oy lib...tioo, i. ,h. om;uneoled IDd gild.d
...orld of. d;oyd ;un...

Wi,hin lh h", of lh. p"rronn;¡nce principl. lhe ... i. no 'ime o,
pi". fu, lu"y .nd rom.lnlic im.lgining> of lh. typ" fouod in lhe.. W..­
hol im.S".. lilat i. preci5<1y why B1nch, for in"m"" v.1u•• d.ydre.ming
md .... il doing lh....or!< of im.ging ."olher lif., IDolh.. lime, ""olhe,
pl"._. ,..nion of h•.".o on .mh ,h.t i. nol simp1y deni.1 o, di,tac-
lion but • communic.'i, nd colleelive modo of l""'pon llu, h.lp. on.
lhin\; of IDolh.. pl.c< h ou, Ero.;, nol coIIKrip'ed in lh. f..hinn
lh.1 civili....tioo d<m."d.. D.ydre;uning, Jiu th. oro;un.n', "'p.....nl•
• re.ctiv.lion of lhe .rolie im.gin." llu, i. nol limit.d lo >nu;o) bnl.­
.i.., thoo¡;h it indud.. lhem, but ;, mor. n.:uly .hout • fulle, c.p.cily
fo, love .nd ,eL.tion;¡Ii')',. c'l"'city tIul;, que.. in ils .lri\jng iosi.leoe<
on. g,ulrm..;o). lh. Orphic md N..c;,.i,tic .I.meoh llul ..e nunif..l
lh,oo¡;houl lhe wor!< of lhe youog Andy w..hol ...., hi, oeU\T< .1 il:! mo"
pronounced .nd ioJ'fully ...oon."t,

AJong wich lh... im.g.. of hoy. ""d he",l. io w..ho1". wo,k "'.. ;0)00
Iu,.. v..io", im.lg<' of rlo",..... He,e lhe .Iory of N..c;'ou. on'" .g';n
com.. lo mind, •• "'.. con.id.. hi••ven'ua1 r.t., in which h. i. '",n.-
formed inlo. rlo",.." w.mol'••ilk-sc nN! fl"",.... of 1964 ",. lU1h .nd
b..uliful .. lhe blu'ring of ,h. prnc gi"'" lh.m • oebu100. qu;o)i'y
lh.1 in """. "'''y i••nticil"'lory of lh. Siiv<r C¡"ud, ,h.t fullowed Ihem.
Th..e ...., cound... tlowe .. throu¡;hout w..hol·. wor!< of ,he [950., bu'
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on. is ••pecWly inler"'ting. lhal i. tM d'''''ing of • tlower .morging fmm
a oorde of COCO-COl>. lhe oonle of Coca-Col> i. "'pe.tN! throughout
11'..001'...,,"" .nd i. indleative ofhi. C>m.pMU', Soup ..n ""'tegy, in
""hich h. b'ing< lo Iight lbe a..th.tic dim.noon of ""'ryday ,ommodi­
tie.. But in lbi. im>ge th. Coh oo,d. i. not m ioolaled m...-produced
,ommodity; it i. tou,hed by • fl"",.." thal .prinl\' fonh much in th...m.
""ay that • t",n.formed N>rci..", bloo"," as a flo",,,,, Thi. b'ing< to mind
th. momenl in Andy W.rhol'. Pbilosophy thal J m.nlion in tbi. boolrs'
introduction, in ""hkh he id.ntili.. a r>dirally d.mocrati, >nd even uto­
piln compon.nt in th. ma.. -produc«l commodity. lhal W.molim no­
tioo of. "dical ide> of d.mocracy via commodity form, t.hn along.id.
th. im>g< uf lhe tl"""riog Coco-Col> ootlle, • natural "''Plu. thal "'rg"
forth from the app.",ndy "eril. cont';ner, ilIu"",t.. w..ool'. parlirul..
.."ion uf lbe qu«r utopi>n impul••. lh. Coh botll. i. th••veryd.l)'
m>t.riaI that i. rep",,,,nled in. differ.nl f..me, laying !>are ils ...th.tic
dim.n.ion .nd th. poI.nli>lity it rep"''''o!>. [n ils .veryd>y """,ife.talion
.uch ID objecl would ,epre..nt the alietlolted productioo, con,umption,
and labor that i, the ",aIm of th. perform>ne< principl•. Bul fu, W.mol,
a, for Cunningham, Gonz.ll..-Tor",...nd Hodg<->, th. ulopim ..1st> in
th. ev.ryd>y, and through an ...th.tic p..ctie< th.t [ am calling qu«r, th.
a",thetic end.a",r th.t reveal. th. inhorenl utopim po"ibility i, .lw»~ in
th. hori",o,

E;"""h..e J h",.., discu»ed th. ""Y' in "'Nch w..OOI and hi, fri.nd
and ",metimes coil.oor.to, J.>n-Michel B'''lui.t di.id.ntified ",ilb com­
modity rultu", through th. practico of Pop Art." In qu«, utop"n ...­
th.tic p..ctie< IN' di.identific.tion i, in lh...,,-ice of • project th.t i.
criticaUy ulop"n.

J began t1ú. ch.pt.. by con,idering my f.th.. >nd hi. ""e"ion to •
colo" I d"CriMd this "';oclion of gr«n •• h..ing to do -.vith th. ";oclion
of. r<Volution th.t "'.., for .ome peopl., but not;¡Ji,. failu"" [ha,.., .pent
much of my Iife ;u-guing ",ilb my f>th...oout re",lution" in ",Lolion to
both politics .nd Eros. lh. Cu!>an ,e",lutioo of J959 ngnalN!. utop"n
mom.nt thal i, "lua",ly in th. past, Roughly ten rearo I>ter th. Slon.­
",..I! ,eb<llion b<cam. the sign.ol of contempo""y &,-y ~be"tion. In much
th. >ame ""y thal many p«>pl. think lhe Cuban wcWi,1 r<Volulion .uc­
rumb<d to totaliu,iani.m, [conn<!e, gay Iiberation to h... "r>yed from
ils ..rlier id.;¡Ji"". From my vanl'g' point lbe coolemporary gay .nd
I..bi.n mov.m.nt ha. become =imilationi.t >nd coolenl to fuilow th.
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p.th t.id oul by th. p<rfomunco principk Jt i. import.ut uot '0 b. cou­
t.u' lo I.t f.ilN revolutiou. bo m• ..,ly fiuit. momento. Inst• .,. w. mould
coMider lhem '0 bo th. blueprinlo to. botter world .h.>.t queer utop;,u
a..th.tico .upply. Sih'<f doudo, .wirl. of e>mou!l'g<, mirron, a .t.eX of
""hile ",,,lo of I"'p<r, >ud I"'iuled fl"",,,,n are p...por15 .llowiug u••utry
to a ulopLm p>th, • roule th>t mould I.ad '" lo h.a""u O" botter )"'t, to
oom.thing ju.t lik. i•.
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9

A Jeté Out the Window

Fred Herko'5 !ncandesanr lIIumination

SURPlUS VALUE IS .104ded concept 11. origiIIJI ro" in "brürn
política! e<:onorny. Sorplu. v.loe i. lh. v.loe uf work don. Of commodi­
ti.. prodoced ,h.! "CON' wn.t" worhr n••d•. 1I ¡, lh••oorre of profit:l
ro. lh. c.pil.>Ii.1 in bourgeo;. >oeiety. lh. proc... of proouction i••,­
.entiolly lh. pwduction of .urplLu valu•. Within c.pita1i.m ""1'10, ,..Jue
l>«ome. profit in th. form of c'p~a1 for lh. c.pi"li>!, .ud il i. ," lh.
erpeo", of lh••Iien;¡'ed worhr. lhis .triel emnomic ond...unding of
,u'Plu. ,..10< i. t..nsformN! when "" con.íd., hetic lh",'}'. [n Emst
Bloch'....o'x, ."rplu. b«ome. th.t lhin¡; in lh lh.tic lh.! m:m. lh.
fonctionali.m nf <>piuli>t rlow•. lht:l .upplem.n''''}' valu., which i••t
time. nunife.t ....,lh.tic ..e... and .1 oIhe! time... , son nf devi­
mce from conventiona1 formo, convoY' olh.. mooe> nf b<ing th.t do nol
confonn lo «pil>li'l m.", of th. ","orld, Bloch unde",,,,d••rl ...n.el­
iog. "pr..pp..ranco" in lhe world of .nolh.. modo ofb<ing llul i. nol
)... h."" In !hi. eh.pter 1 ...min. the ","or\; of Fred H..1co, • cho",OS­
..ph...nd p<rfonner .ffili.ted ..ith mmy count.rcollu..l perfonn",co
grou!"" prim.nly !he Judoon Memori.1 Church, .. ooth • cho"'OS'.ph)'
of .urplu. and. ehoreogr.ophy of minor m",..ment>. 1 do 00 in ID .!forl
lo f...me He,¡'is movem.nl .. ulopi'" mco. of other "'""Y' of moving
"";thin lhe ","orid, In lhi•••n>< the notion of ...rplo. 1 .m invo\;ing i•
•1.0 .lcin to Antonio Ney;', nu",cN description of rurplm v>lue .. ID
oncontrolL.bl. md polenli>lly di>rupti,.e integer ..i!hin l.te <>pil.liun'.
fonnublion.,' Thu., 1 write .i>oul ....rplo. in movement th>l do<> nol
.imply >ligo iu.lf ","ith .bondID" for the "'pit>li.l but in<t..d, to oor­
ro",' Andre Lep<cki'. UJlefol fonnubtion, in""l,... lcine>lhrtic .lunering,
llul "'p",..nl•• problem within mod.rnily'. eompuloo'Y d",co .lep.,'
H...o, .. 1 .h"", in lhi. ch.pter, "'p",..nt> movement llut not only >tut­
len bul l","itche>, nmp', l«p. onconlrolL.bly, ",d u1lim;¡te!y ","birl. 001
of control into lhe ""id.

'"
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'" A)o<; Out tOo W"""",

Contu! to lhi. onderground figu"" ••uocwtou!l<p<y i. hi. finalper­
fomune<, hi. ",icide. Herloo'••oicide "'.. >t.g<d a. a performance, ",ith
only one unru'pecting fri.nd in an.ndane<. Herko, ""ho "'.. th.n known
a. a ""'jor figure in New Yorlú qu•., ....nt-gard. but who "'... oom.",h>t
homele.., loo!<. b.ath in lbe Com.li. Str""l, Gr«n",ieh Vil1>g<, .partm.nt
of hi. fri.nd, lhe Jodoon lighting designer Johnny Dodd. AAer em.rging
from his h>th, Herko did. nude dane< in front of his mend ""hile Mo­
Uft'. Coronuion M... in C Ma;"r pL.yed, lhe dme< Wil. deseribM ..
typica! of Horlm'. whirling <le<... W. CID p.m..p. decipher "typicil" to
me>n a highly energetie m.iJ:to", bet",....n th. po'lmod.m dane< th>l "'or­
ri«! th. divide betw""n tbe.trical.nd qootidian m",..menland m .xc••­
.i,..ly campy, neorommtie Slyle. 11. condo.ion, hi, l••p oot lbe ",indo","
to hi. d.ath, "' n ...mp1>ry th..me.1 act bridgin¡; camp .xc." IDd re>1
lir. (or, in this e , d..lb) m",..menl. Ye>" 1>ter, ""h.n Dodd "'... finall)'
ahle to lalk .ooot lh. incide nI, h. de",ribM lbe I.ap a•• p<rfect ¡.t'. No
part of Herko'. 00dy louebed lbe window fr>me.' lbi....icid. tcok plae<
four )...... :Ift., YV<1 KI.in'. [;unoo. fm "Leap into the Void" .nd. year
a~., Buddhi.t monk Qn>ng Due g>ined hm. when h. "'.. phologuph.d
oettin¡; hinu<1f on !ir. in ••uicid. prol••t ag>imt th. Vieln>m \Var. W.
cannol mow how or .veu if th performane<. inllu.nced Herko'. fiIlolI
I.ap. I nonethel... inmke th.m po.ribl. h>el<drop to Herko'. ".xc..-
.i,.."final oc!.

H.,\;o'. oltimale performane< i. legendary in dilfe"'nt ",ocultu 1
world., Spe«l freah lbroughoul th. ",orld can ondmt.nd Herko'. d -
"",tic geslme <ven if th.y do not kn"",' hi. IIolm•. Hi. imprint ling<" in
qu""r <lp<rim.ntal >rt m",..menis. 1 am inler«t.d in th. l ...e<. I.~ b)'
H.,\;o. B)' troc.. 1 m.an difl'erenllin•• of thooght, ...lbeties, .nd political
re,..rber>tions lrailing from lhi. dcom.d )'(long miSl. To approach on",
ob;'ct of Slody in th. "'''y 1 writ. al>oot Herko i. implicitl), to mu. th.
argument th>l th. "''(lr\; of qu•., crilique i. onen to ",ad outride official
docum.nulion. lhi. eh>pt., follo,,", tbre. import>nt .ngag.menls ",ith
H.,\;o'. woJi< authored by thre. eminent dance sehol...., Sally Banes in 0<_
moml(y', BoJy (1983, reprinled (993), So..., ~igh ro.ler'. '>S>J' "lmpro­
viring/Hi.tory" (2003), and R>muy Burt'./.,w" Da"" Thw<r (2006).
lb••• tbre. I.ading dane< ",ho1>" h>.e und."lood Horro'. rel.vme< to
dme< h¡'tory. While [ dr>w on lhe p<rfomune< descriptions th••• thre.
books offer, 1 ",..nt >!so to .lign Horro ",ith lh. 1>rger p>nth.on of sini••
counterewtmal.nd queer arti.ls, To th>t .nd, I >!so dr>w from consid.,­
alion. of HoJi<o'. film woJi< ror Andy W.rhol, a film by Elain. Surnmm
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lhil a<:tu.l1y depiet. H.rlto I"'rforming. and milo, eph.me..1ilem••ueh
a. hi. ".um' and si"'')' pool'" th., I .neounlered while doing ,."e..eh
in ,ho Downlown Colloclion.' N.". Yorlt Univer>ily'. Fal•• Library. In­
d«d mueh of H.rlto'••lory i. locale<! in ephem.... .,ehi,.•• whe.. "m­

olh.. hi.lory; qu«me.... hi.lory, e>n ¡,., g1imps.d.
Gay and l..bim .ludi•• i. o~.n '00 eoncem.d with finding th••xem­

pl>ry hom",.xtL>l p'oI.guni.t. Thi. in",.lmen' in ,h. "posilive im;¡ge; in
pmpe' ul"tmding ><>doroit••• i•• mi,l.k. th., i••11 loo commou in mm)'

di«ou"". on and by "lh. olh.... The timo hi, com.lo tum 'o f>il.d ,.i­
,ionane., oddhill•• and fre.k> ".ho remind qu..,r> lhil ind~ lhoy .JwaY'
Iiv. oul of 'lep ".ilh 'lr>ighl 'im•. ThWl. lhi. drug-addl.d d.rvi.h .huuld
h",..,. conl,>! mi. in. qu... I"'rformanco ,tudi... He,k,,, p ..",nco iul
a""'nco fmm quoern.,'o hi.lory functiono .. a Blochian no-long..-con­
«iou., ".hieh i, to "')'. placo .nd lime in which potenli>li,y flouri'¡'ed
and w.. extingui,hed. y.l il> enmple nonetheleu pcom"e, a ..lurn, •
'e>nimation. in a fulu.. timo and plac.,. not-yet-he... The.. " no mo..
appmpriate ..."'ple of ..lingui'¡'ed yet aninuting que.. potent;,,]ily thm
lhe «'" of thi, neoroman'ie de>d gay opeN! f'e>k and hl> in>crulable
au...

Jt i. importmt in p,..enting Herlto'o e..e lo be an.nli", to hi...I.l'ion­
'¡úp lo lif•• d.ath••nd .rt .....dical und.,.,landing of ,he nalu..llzed hi­
....dú.. and epi.temologi.. lhal organize ,h.", eoncepl<. D..lh i. o~en
viewe<! in We,l.m 'houghl .. quinle...nli.lly an'iulopim l>e<.u•• il .b­
",Iul<l)' define, the eud of poten'i.lity. Bul lo m;¡k. "de>,h .n; ..pe,;"]I)'
in !he fl.mboy.nl mmner ,hit Herloo did, i.lo move beyond d.ath >S fini­
lud•. Herlu>'o final qu..".ct h<11" u, look al qu.." life .nd rul'u..ll.lbo,
a. ",,,,nating beyond lMitio""l uolion, of fini,ude. Hi. ,uicide i.lhe fir>l

perrorm;¡nce [deocribe iu thi, chipl... but [do nm .lo¡> th..e. Indeed. I
".an' lo eonlexttL>lire ru••hon and colorful oemn in .n anemp' lo fu,­
lh.. explicate qu.." utopi.n perform;¡nco and performalivi')'.

In pop~"" 111, lI\!rho! '60> ([980). And)' W.mol and P.l H.cun ex­

pl.lined lh.l the peopl. W.mol 'e>l1y like<! mO>! "'..,'" mow-b",in... dmp­
oul< .ueh a. HerL>.' Herloo ""ne lo Ne". Yorlt to srudy piano.l Julliml.
He did not ..k. up <!>neo unlil he w>s ne>'1y twenty Y"'" 01.1. H. m.l
lhe poel Di>ne di Prima in W.,),ing,on Squ... P.rlt, l>e<oming ho, mu..
and be.l friendo Di Prima edilN! lh. groundbr..king literary ioum>! 111,
Flc"rin8 &"r with h.. lhen-lover uRoi Jon... Herloo .nd ""mt-game jan
musician Cedl Taylo, .t.pled the fu.l few i..ues. Taylo,,,... H..\;o'. oc­
eompanisr during ,he fusr Jud",n Memo",l Church d.neo coneort, fo, •
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"o A)o<; Out tOo W"""",

doe' enlitl.d Li/:L Most Propio: For So,,", We .... 1.11 to im.gin. wlut th•
...L.tio,.,Hty l>et",..,.n tM" queer mmt-g,mli.l> 1000k<d Hk., S.....n Lrigh
Fo"" ",.ruI.t•• tlu, tMir lo", of b.al1el md hom"".ruality m>y Iu,..,
tromp.d ,h. rad..1 diffe"ne<.llut th....nisls migh' Iuv. felt in ,h. CllI'­
inrlo.need ID ""lid of mod.rn dIDeo. Mo... oli.n thm nol, lbe Jo.uon'.
po.lmod.mi.m i...soci.>.t.d with woJi< tlu, ern M d.scribed .. minim.l­
i,t, .uch .. ,h.t of Y",nn. IYiner. Bul •• d..eriplion••nd comm.nt.ory
on H..ko'. drn« practico indic.le, th..e i. no,hing minim.li,t .ooul hi.
practic•. lnd..d H..ko'. woJi<, ""Ji< tlu, di Prim> ducribed •• n<e>rom>n­
tidom, "'... exc..,ive, e"",py, md in B1och'...n.. of th. wonl omammral.

Fo, Bloch the function of th. om"",.n,aI .urp..>ed lbe m....ly ...­

th.tic. Fonelional ronn i••Hgned with • nornuliud 'p..i.>.1 md lempo..1
m>pping of th. wolld, whe".. th••rp.....i'" .rub..ID« uf th. om"",.n'
promi ",m.thing el••_IDotMr 'im. rnd pJ.c. th.1 i. not lum>trung
by lbe p n'. HoJi<o wo,e inune oo,lit> .nd p<rfonned .1 • ""Y high
1.",1 of bggy fumooymc< tlu, coold only M ond.rnood ....p,,,,.i''''
,zuMran«, H.tI<o ...p"..nted. ero <h between po>lmod.rn dm«
md o,h" .merging qoee, ",lxoltor l>te, h. W.. al", .lumin>ry jn th.
f......d-oot .."phet.omin••ubrulto,e ofwlut mrny pmiciprnl. IDd mem­
oiriro eall.d ·,h. Mole Pe,,!,le; • gruup of qoee, men .nd ,tr.igh' wom.n
who ••I.bH.hed • circoit of be10nging in ,eL.tion to drug o.. md op<r.,'
H..ko woold .1.0 perfonn .. p;ort of Floru., pL.ying • comb in • mn«,t
by Jolm Coge d;,ciple G.o'Y B...eht, Bul il w.. not ,h. minim.liom of
ploeking ,h. t••th uf. comb on"'ge fo< wbieh H..ko Wil. known, Herloo
"'... kn"",n ro, .I.bo..t. c",tomes, .rn'ic .nd b••utiful movem.n', .nd
d«jd<dly «eentric comportm.n'.

H..ko', camp th••tries ...., .1w"J" m.n'ion.d wh.n he i, indod.d in
th. hi.to')" uf po"mod.m <Lon«,' Jn m>n)' w.ys h. did no! confonn
wi,h lbe ..,lbelie cod., t1ut domilut.d Ihe movem.nt. uf which he w..
• pm, Hi, fl.mooy.n« m>d. bim ",m.thing of • diffiru11 .ub;'ct fo,
",m••udienc.. md critico of hi. doy, •• ",..,11 •• fo, 'od.y·' eul'u..1bi.­
ton.n.. 1 "'U''' th.. il is airo hi. poH'in tlul ...nd.. him diffirul, to
d.aI wilb. The poH'ical valen« of bi. wotl< j, ,h.t of rul'u..I/••"hetic
,urphu of qu"", poten'iality. Al CMmine" .»c>ciote mini"".1 Jud",n,
d.scribed the W>J" in wbieh Herloo ,toek oot fmm hi. contempo""i.,
.1 th. Jod",n: "Fred H..1ro ...med to m. ,h. mo" 'oot' of th. g.ne..1
t.mpo rnd .tyl. of lbe dme< ,h••t..... whol•. Hi. wori< w.. oli.n
piqorn' md irome.U)' fumooy;m', with e>d.n... uf pu... Iy,ical m",..,­
menl. Hi. wori< 'ended 'o b. more di...ctly comm.nt>ry--lih tlun mo,t
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of the 01"", d.ncers," c.rmin.ú eomm.nt diff....nt;.t•• Herl<o'. worl<
from th>t of Ihe oth., dmcer> fo, prim>rily ...th.tie ....ID"'; yel 1non.­
th.I....ug¡;e.t th>t it w•• ind.<d the critique impücit in the wo,x, th.
·eomm.ntuy-lixe· ""tu... of the ...th.tic puctic., th>1 m>rl<<d H«1w.
Th. tict Ih>t Herko in",ked • >tyl. th.t 1 .m d<>ceibing .. ·omun.n­
t.l; •• di.tinel from th. compoo.d inten>ity uf Yyoone R.in., o, D>l'id
Gordon (t"''' d.nem with whom Herko b.g;m dmcing in ehor«>g...ph.,
J.m•• Wmng'. e!.s...). do<. not sep....te him too mueh from lhe Jud­
.,m D..,.. Th••t., pro;":!. Herl«" om;¡menbl .tyl., imp«l>iye IDd .x­
tr.Y'gmt, d.n.tuuliu. m",..ment, ..,metim.. th,ougb ...... ..,d ..,m.­
tim•• Ihrough ...min .tunering off-co«'..n.... in • w>y .""Iugoo. to
th. refrnning of .",ry.ny m",..menl perform.d b)' IYine, .nd Go,oon.
Both Ihe mo... """",..dly mininuü>t ",,,Ji< of 1"" m>jority of Jud<On .rt­
i,lo md Herko'. om;un.nul md biry-ul.-Iik. performm«. den.tur.üu
mo",menl, th••trie.1 .nd quotidim. To den>tu..ü", the w.y we dwell

(mOl") in Ihe world ¡, to den.tuuliu Ihe world its<lf in ti",r of • «to­
p;'n perform.ti'-;ty.

Yel d.n.lundiution i. not in md of ~..lfutopim. At the riu; of •••ming
,eJueli,.., lhe diff....ne« bet",...n oolh .tyl.. ufJ«d>on perform.nce .'"
m",t .Pl"'renl iu JudIDn ehote'Og..ph., El.lin. Surnm.,.... film Fro8mrnts
U".1s0" Don,,}. Surnme,'" film offm gliml"" inlo Ih. world ofJud",n
Dm.. int.rcut with "'O" of elUldren.t pl.y, t..ffie in th. cil)', .ome mi­
m>tion,..,d rutu... ocen... Cot inlo lhe fu\een-minut...perim.nbl film

.'" vigoen.. ofHerxo w>lxing out th. front don, of ID .p>rtment boilding
with. I..'S' ov.:l w.t«ing cm. úeh time h. w.:ll<> out h. eomplel.. th•
•;un. eho", of ""t.ring th. g.m.ge eam th>t Iin.lh. front of the b«ilding.
Th. e""elm.nt of ,«ch. quotid;'n >el eer!>inly ji",. with on...p«t of
th. Jud>on proj<ct. but the .¡"urdity of w.t«ing g.m..ge CID' 10..1.. it
.qtLUely in Herxo'. dom.in. Fon""rmo",. Herl<o i. ",melim.. eo>tum.d
in.n odd "pe, .nd ",metim.. h. i. ",..mng nothing but slúmpy brieh,
1..lh., 000t" .nd ••o,t of Gr«x fulh.rmm'. h>t. H¡' movem.nt it,.lf i.

ordil..ry, .. if ""t.ring lhe tr..h i. n>etly wh>t one do<. in th. moming.
H«xo do<••«m to be ."",e of th. r.ct Ih>t he 1001<> good, H. p,«n.
fo, lhe ..me .... úeh time Herl<o 'pp".t>, he i. mo... d",...d up. By th•
• nd of the film "" w:dh oot in wh.t must 1..,.. be.n one of th••bbor.t.
perfonn.:mce outfit> fo, which h. w.. .., not.d: • l:u-ge fu, eo>t; • tigbt,
.«ming1y ..1.,.." .nit; .nd • big h>t. Thi. time wh.n h. w.te.. th. fir>t c::m
.I.lrge b«ndle of d.i>i.. pop up_th.nl<> lo lhe m.gic of in-e>m«. film
<diting. Then •• h. ""t." th. CID' diff.",nt oo..qu.ts uf fiowers .pring
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oot of tl>.m. Horro picb .ome flo",..,n md then nonclulmcly dis<rn:l.
lhem, He .1.",••1lhe earne", .. lhe ""Iuenco end., jusl al lhe end of lhe
""bole film, So Herloo'. quolidim «tion yield. ulopim ",.u1to, lhi< queer
Iittle ganlen in the guttoc nicely eorre.pond. to""'¡'.. Bloch c>1lod ·010­
pi.n wish-landscap"'; aninuting lhe de.iro fue • time IDd placo lhal i. not
)'" he...'

One uf Horhú <>,li.. p"rformmce<, , solo indu<led on lhe bill fu, lhe

finl Judson MemorW Chur<h <!>nco concert, o." Of' T~'¡" aW"ll P..t
O" s.,,,,,,,,, anJ Go Upl.,..'", "'... memt to ridirule the cultu", of .l'aighl
prope' citil.<fIJI who ",,,uld go .lumming downtown. lhe pieeú critique i.
implicil in ib title, a. il .Ilude. to the "'ve....1uf a phenomenon in which
s10mming uplownef5 d",.. in «suil foot"'..,." to go downlown to wateh
lhe hohemi.>n freahhow. O, pe,h.lp. allem>lively we might think of fey
art hoy. going optown lo H>rlem md attempling to mi. in lh.lt Iifeworld
If Herl<o·. going uplown memt that optown, echoing the drug molif in
hi< Jife, lhen tI>. movement might not Iuve l>een .co",d lo Cecil Ta)ior
o, Erik S..ie hut to lhe <oundt'Kk of Lou Ree.f. w.iling .hoot going up­
lown lo meel hi. (po.her) nun.

Keeping ill lh..e polentW ",ading. of the tille in p1>y, lhe.. a", a fe...
de""iplion. of lhi. l"Sond."y perfonnID<e ",,,,lh comidering, lhey a",
aU dled fin! by B.n.. in D<mocracyi Body .nd 1>1.. by Su..n Folle,. lhi.
elupl.. i. indebted to llul early ",..."h by Bm.. and attempto lo ><Id to
il • qoee, perfomunco .."ly:<i. fu, the purpo" of lhinldng about Herro
a. a 1OOr« of que.. ulopiID ...lhetiu. llan.. dI.. a trio of erilic. from
lhe period, ...,-¡jng with Allen Hughe:<:

F..... H.,ko ''''''. out dro...d;n mulr._<"k".d b"th O< bo..h robo w"h

• ,..¡l ofHghtwo'ght m"" <h";n",,""-;ng h.. hud ."JI"._ , . _cm..
• tl.nti<m w.. rivoto-d to h.. d.....,wh"h w.. no mo« th..n .1tind of un_

n"iod .hutJl¡ng movom."' .rou"d t¡'" flom 'o t¡'" .K<omp.nim.n' of.

p"",,o p by Erik S.b. (S,,», u.ddont.Jly, wouId ...... Iovod "l,
lh., w.. ·S ,,· d.n,.. but M,,_ Horlco w•• b"...r_ .JI th. wh,I.'

JiU John<ton paid .trention lo Hocko'. qootidiID movement:

H.,ko <lid • b"",foo, Su..._Q <" • t ....I-..;I h..d_d"... m<wmg

.round th. big opon po,f""""""••,.. ,_'n ...m' ",d.. do;ng only
,ho b""f"", Su";o-Q w<th ",m.""".. , I..y ."" .,w;ng up ,nd <01_
lo...."g J.nwn _, _[.nd] w;,h no ..",.""" of p><' '" movom.nt. ~
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L....pproviug W>JI H.,xo'. oo1l••gu. dmcer/ehe>...ogr.ph., BiIl Pnlou,
""ho ""•• uot ouly ou ,h. """. bill but ""•••1.0 ou th. program'. publid'y
oommin«:

It ...m..J,..,y e.mpy.nJ ..If coO"'"",", wh;ch w,..Ú" oll my int""
.>l. A. 1 ",....ml>o, ho w... <ol~.......'h ",..eh po,f"""""". mono

..... You woulJ pt som. h.oIl.. movo","ot, ""... of" "''Y h'y, .o"'];y.
Morbo. fow ¡.,.. "''Y now ,od thm A. , don<", h•• ,..,.. forto ...""

... "'Y. ""1 .1o&,ot ¡¡n.~ Bu' 'o tem" of ",WJ movem.o'. '"OO;·

tinn. from oo. woll-doline-l pu.. 'o '00<1>." h. dMl " "''Y om·ou.ly.
HolJinS' _"000 i. ""'.. h. JMI mo<. <1>", m"";og from pu.. to
pl.<•. "

BID" rep<>rn ou .111h"'" ,..elion> bul do<. um bk•••bud iu !>tiou
to lh... ditf....ut p<r'J"'Clives. 1, ou lhe o,h., hmd. fol1ow • ,h«> tic.l
.geudo of my owu m;¡kiu¡;. Whal turned P.dou off ignil.. my im;¡gin>­
tiou, ...miudiug me of ...'hal Oou.1d MeOon>gh de""ib<. >JI Herlm'. iu­
eando",eu«,". word 1 employ iu ,hi. chapte" tille bec.u•• ~ iud.xe<
my d••i,e and im.."meul in ,h;' 1001 ob¡«t. lhi. mID ""he> ...p ut••
uo-Iouger·couociou., To de""ib. H.rl<o •• iueande",.u' i. to gard
him .. , lo" object lh., provido. m .ulidl"'tory ilIomin.tion of mother
""o,ld. Pnton. deocription> h.lp me "'" Herko .. do.. lo J.cx Smith'.
""ond.rfull)' >reh.i>ye ...d, and ferund performmce pr.ctice." H.,Im, .e­
cording lo Puton, .ppe"" lo p.ral1el Smith'. I"'radollic.l1y Lmguid md
kinetic th••lric.li"".

1 ""ude, if Smi,h <ver .treod.d. Jod.on .how o, if Herlm ...., .....01
to oue of Smi,h'.legeudory 1011 p.rfomuo«., Qu••, lh••le, leg.ud Joho
V.ce.ro iodic.led lo Oomioic Jooo>oo lh., .ioce Smith and Horko .ha...d
fri.nd••od .cqu.iotanc<s .ueh •• drag .ta, Franco. F=cio. and di Prim;¡,
the)' moor h",'e rnowo ..ch mh.,. G...rd Ford., • r....rch., worldug 00
• H.,xo biogr.phy, ioforme<! me of lhe fact ,h.l Smith d••igned coorom••
fo, F,mx O'Hora'> Lo= Lobcr (F.bru>ry H_!>l>rch 8, 19M) io ""hich
H.,xo pL.),<d lhe role of P.ri•. Ilcth .rti.t. ioco'P"..te<! r.ilu ... in'o lh.i,
0<""'" in comp<lliog """Y" Oominic John>c>u liob Her1<o'. md Smith'.
wo,x throogh what h. e.I1.. politic. of f.lilo... : ·Po.ing lhe qu«r thooght
of. pcIiu.. off.il"", th... project:l perform colli.iorul belweeo ,h. pilifol
md th••toic. th. m.j••tic md th. "" ched. lhe ho"ilie md tb< L.ogh-
.ble,·" Thi. poiot of colli.ioo iu lhe -o'x of both arti.to, qu••, bilu ... >JI
....¡.<tioo of norm.live pre>loco;" of «ooointion .od ,'.lo., iIlu,tral..
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'''' A)o<óOutt",W"""",

qu«r períonn>'i"i'y. A. Sho>h.ln. F<lnun h.. ohown, hilu,", o, infelidly,
;, inlrin.ic 'o J. L Au<tin'. 'f"'"eh.el th",,'}'. In Tlt, &~nJ"1 of ,lo, Sp<"H~
Body Felm." tum. lo MoJi.,.. Don I""n 'o ..pl.lin.11 the ''')'1 in which
'J""'Ch .el:< .... ..pee;'Uy prod;,po",d to bil O" in Au>tin'. terminolog)',
mi.fi.... A.ood>.ting Ihi. kind of f..ilure wilh the períonIlol'i'''', "'''' c,n di.­
e",,,,,. utop;'" kernel: "The;oct of f>i1ing lhu> open. up ...fe...nt;'Ii')'_
o, of impo..ible ...ility_not I><c'Ule ",mething i. mi..ing. but I><c,"",
>omething el.e j. done, o, benu", .omething el", i• ..K!: ,he "rm 'mi.­
fi ...• d"". no' "fe, 'o.u .b..nce, bul 'o.u e",elmen' of. dilfe ...nce:"
The mi.fue, ,hi. f>ilu ,;' intrirnic lo how the pe,form.tive ilIu..",te. the
"''')'1 diffe...nt con "'" t..""led in eon"..t to wh., h..emnorm.livily
dem;lUd.. H..emnorm.livily .pe.h no' ju.t to • bi.....I.l,ed 'o ......1ob­
¡<e' choice but lo ,h.t domil",nt."d over...ehing lempor;,; .nd '1'.';'1 or­
gmi...tion of the world ,11.11 h."" been ealling ..'a1ghl time. lhi. ">ome­
thing e¡'e" th.l! Felnun f",ne. m.y ind..d 1><. '''pon.eto. ",omcthing
mi..ing" in Bloch', ,en",. Qu..me...nd ,he poJitie> of hilu," e Iinked
irulof..... 'hey .....boul dojng "",mething e¡'e: And in both e " they
nuy be doing ",melhing <1", jn ...I..ion 'o • >omething th.., i. mj.';ng
in ,tuigh' ,lm" .1",..)'1 .lre.Jy fl.",-.d lempor;';ity. lhu" "'''' think .bou'
how J.ck Smith j, legend.uy fOl "f..iling" lo ...rt hi. lori perfonn>nce' on
time.ud keeping .udienee, miling fo,!Um lo emerge. We lhink ilio of
di Prinu in Rn:oll"h'''''' ofMy Lij' .... " W"mun ,alking .bou' how Herloo
"'.., .1W>J" 1.1<." Debo..h H.y ...eall. th.l he would ""me 1.te.ud "".
tJ.mboy."tIy .I",..ys.""

IVhen going Ihmugh rome Jud,on ..-ehi."" 1"" .cm... fuldor mwd
"Horko" th..t eon..ined hi, rkum'. Fmm il:< 1.'1 entry 1 .urmi.e th.., he
mUlt h."" gi""n il lo ,ome potenti.l employer • Y'" befo... he diod. 1
e."no! help bu' ... il.,. dorument of Horh" own b=d of qu«r f>i1­
u.... H.lf of il;, ')p<d on onion.kir; 1"'1"" 1 im.gine th.. il i, Ihe..me
typewri1er th.l Di."e di I'rinu U.N lo type 111, Flcaling Bt~,. The olher
IuIf of it i. h.,tilp",.....led in blue ink. Hi. typed li,t indude> all hi. ,um­

mer-..ock dmce .nd the.ler e>perience (1958, Delroit .nd Flint_Ollu­
he"",l, KiugunJ 1, Gi,1 era:y). and on Ihe bonom Iulf ofthe p'ge Herko
mention. !U. TV work (111< Ed s.JliNu Sh....J. On ,he ""'Y top 01' the
onion"'-in p'per in block ink lene" i, "",inen, "Sorry_J"m Slow_FH:
How «n ,omeone on .mphetIDlin.. be '¡owl Drug u>e .ud queer de';....
led lo Horko', ..periencing Ihe world diffe...ntly. Cenainly by the crileri>
of .."'ighl time, junky i,. failure. Drugs >re • ,urplu. th..t I"'oh", one
off cou,,",. no longer mle to cont,ibute I.bor 1"""""" ,he prore' lempo.
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H..e••S"in••urplu. i< no' .imply ." additi,..,; il di.lorll_• .tun..ing
parlicuL"ity th., .hov", one off cou"". out of .lrngllt tim., 1 looked.t
H..xo'. f,mtic md m••'Y r....m.. and a""med he did no' g.t llut job fo,
",hich he " ....nglins- Hi• .dd "309 E..t Hou..on St""'l; i. cr"""d
ou' in inx, So.,e hi. penonal m u...meoll_hi. h.igllt, weigll'. i",..m.
and lO on. W..... l.~ to ,hinx IDoul h"",' long-t..m amph.t.min. WI'
migllt tran.ro,m !he body, I reco¡;nized lhe acIdr= .. th....me .. th. on.
al ,h. top of 111, FloatmS Srar. B)' th. time he lum.d in lhi. ,<'rumé. he
no long« li'M in th. ap"nmeoll>elow di Prim;¡; h. lud beguo hi. no­
m;¡dic lif. of couch .urfing in boh.mi>, In hi< la.t m;¡;o' performance.t
th. ]udooo 'pac. h. played lh. rol. of "Th. Wmder." in 111< Pola.. oj
ti" Dn!gO" Prin«, By th.n. Herlm "'.. a local .tr""l elu"ct.. who " ..Iked
around G"",o""';eh \'iluge in a bL.ek c.pe, pt.ying a pipe. Th.loc.1 " ....t
I<id. c.!I«I him Zorro. [ .urmi.. th.. by thal 'ime hi. bod)' " ... ohO\\'ing
th. "'ilberiog liS". of addiction 'o .p.«I_m;¡ybe t1ut i. ",h)' hi. me.­
.u...menll n~.d lo be "",¡"d. Hi. ,.lUm" qu.lifi•• him fo, the poIition
of pemct me.. md prolo-qu... icon, It i....y .t thi. point lo f«1 cond.­
ICeoding pi'y fur pon' Preddi•. r.t .uch mor.li.m n""d. to be a",id.d.
and io,t.ad ".., n.«I to thinx of He,ro·. life md body .. becoming PH­
ticul.u. lo inugin. th. "ti.l .tri,;ng fu, ano,he, "'a)'. l..ping _')' from
the h....nd no", of a "uhifyiog .lraigllt lime md .n.mptiog 'o ,..ch .n­
oth.. time ."d place. a nol-be ... ."d a no'-now ,hat i. u'opi.",

Th. h;'tory of Klu.lly ...a1ized utori." .nd....,. i•• from • dominmt pe'­
'p"'tive. a hi..ory of failu,es. Hope .nd di..ppointm.n' operat. ",i,hin
a di>l.ctica! t.n';on in tlu. notion of qu.." utopi>. Qu«m.,,'. failure i.
t.mporal md, from thi. projecú p'''p«ti''''. pot.ntially utori.", .nd in­
..,nueh .. it do.. not .dh... lo .lraigllt lime. intmupring it. prolocol..
il c.n be ." ....n'-gam. p,actic. tlul inlerrupll ,he h.....nd 00\\', To
perrorm rueh in'erruprion. i. not g1oriou. o, h.roie ",orx. Thi. "p"'l of
H..xo'••toI)' .pe.h to th. m;¡terial tol! tlu, a buming qu«, inc.nd..­
reoee t;oke.,

H..xo'. f.n., Warhol."d Prw O·H... mo.t promin.nt among ,hem.
10.«1 th. <!me.. deopile ,h. "fL.w." in hi• .tyl. tlut Pnlon oole.. Warhol
famou.ly ..mwd tlul ifh. lud mown thal Herl<o w.. going lo xill him­
••If. he ",onld h... "'ed lo film the ....,n!. R...diog ,hat m'em.nt O""",
in lhe cont... of a mm ",ho.. life " 'empo..11y eond'IIJI.d... mmy SO)'
m;¡le t.mporaliti", in ,h. w... h be<o in ,h. ¡=t reolury, .nd whOl'
qui'ky <>eu,,", eonduded with • perrorl1Wlre of de..h, ",. em b.ner
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ondersl.>nd ,.,h.>.1 W>rhol me.n!. If one r«>lI••.,Iy W>rhol'. inle",,, in
cin.nutic.11y c.pluring th. down'own d.mimonde ",d ils ....i,dest deni­
""M, all.m befo", V>leri. So)."a. made he, indelibl. mark in hi. Iife, Ih.

d••i,e to p"'....... more of H.,ko'. flickering in..nd..,ence_''P'''i>lI)'
al ,h. point of il> physic.1 .nd psychic 't>n.romution_.lrn>gely nukes
••ooe. Herlro'. n.rrou.ne", >nd ",.ht.n.. 'o ,..dition>! movem.nl ce,­
l>inly qo>lify .. bilor. by r..ton'••Iandard., f"1 by. dilfe",n' crilenon,
on. hen., anon.d 'o olopian .."hetiCl.nd ,hei, Iink.ge wilh f.ilo"" "'..
'''' begin to f..1Ih. d.ad mi.... ittc",de",.ne<.

C.rmines, ,.,itb ,.,hom H.,ko >110 worhd., lhe Jod.on Poels lh.at."
.rplain.d th., H.,ro "al...aY' indod«l humo, ",d pathos .nd higb da",

camp. H.,.,as '" ono.u>l .elo, ",d .udi.nc.. adored him. He ¡...ned to
be 'o,>lly .c...>ibl. lo '" .odi.n..."" W...n..., OOw tbe ...o,k aff«t.d
olh.. 'p«l.>lors in John"on'...pt .trention lo H...o'. Sozie-Q d",ce
move (whkh Sall)' B",•• compar« '0 "th. ,,.,.;.1") .nd Hugbeú p=n­
Ih.lic.1 in\'Oc.lion of Erik Sali", lo\'ing Herl<o, ...hich i. cerninly a. much
aOOot Hugh.. Io...ittg HerL>.

H..ko "' W.rhol·. dropou', .nd ....n hi. be.1 fri.nd, Di>n. di Prim;¡,
had lOme mingly n»ly Ihin&" lo "'Y .000' him in h.. coll...ion dedi-
cat.d to tb. <!>ncer, FredJj. P""ms:

¡;". F",Id" Fwk;"&-'W""
I thmk it' J,.~.hns
To'" oKeou.... 'n In.-.
M;Jwm,", .fI.moom ;••m ...bl.

fupo""" Or;t ,.On.
8u' how .... )'00 ar••lw')" off cou... th... wl"
& n'" th.. moch On!ove

wm you "".., grow up
" Ie"t if )'OO'J son. olf lo &Othe< lbo.. b.... A""",..

(.... tboy ..11«1 I"'riw'nu..')
or mu...l~ from lb• ....-d

bu' no, )'00',. off lor ...'·.n'u.... m lI'""y b"..

• 00 lb. pro¡>' no! nn;.hed
.00 lb• •how ,. m ro", hou"

I thonk ,,, p<etty b"J"

Di Prim....orri...boul h.. f,i.nd ",d his ·off-mu,,' naturo, bu' fu, the..
...ho ",.d lbe .n'i,ety of her FredJj, Porms it i. al.., d • .,. th>" d••pit••
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>ometim•• nut.",.¡ f,etling, di Prinu lo him for hi. qu... w>y of b.-
ing in the world. He! meo'ioo of·off-cou ·l>eh.vio, .g>in .pe.k. to th.
"'''Y' in which HerL". movem.nt through ,he world ."d lhe perform.nce
'p.ce W>JI .1",..1" diuuptiy•• .Jw'YS liohd lo th. fore. of f.ilu.... ,he ...­
thetico of 'Ice.. with mininulirnl, lempo...1diojoio'edne... m.doe..,."d
• ul"l'im rurpluo. In the po<m di Prinu wo,ri...ooul H..ko,.. duny 1><­
h,,'¡o,. Sleph.n Koch, in ru. Kcount of H.rl<o'. peni.-fUohing .t.. 'um in
11'..001'. Hairod, d.",ril><. !he .ni,l .. r..embling • lurid lim.. Squ....
hu.tI..... H....m. to m•." thi, in • b.d "'''y, lb. conn.ction he ... 1><­
t"".n controvemil ..ruil comportmen' .nd •.,th.ti, .zperim.nu'ion,
l>oth Iinked to • poetic. of f;rilu... (·1 think il:! pre"Y b..J"). und.rlin•• th.
«tego'icil.ntwining of du' .nd I""tmodern dmce,/.up."ur. lbi. con­
n.ction i. mo.t compelling in Her\m'. W.mol coll>oot:llion•.

Andy W.mol w•• in ,he .udi.nce in "uy 1963 wheo Her\m did hi.
on.-.l.l< p.rfomunce, B,.tham1o. B,rJ", lbe dmce "'... nnn.d .ti..
on. of Herlm'. f,i.nd•• p,,,t of ,he nnphetnnine-propelled ,00eri. of &lY
boy. who would Ii..eo to ope'" ."d m_ .pord in th. bKk of!he P.clory.
Herko cnn. o",uge with on. rolle, .ut••nd ••uperhero-like t••-mi,t
",i,h • nud.-up inoigni. th., .pelled out "JOO>oo: lbe JOO",o "lemo­
ti.1 church'. perfomunce., •• 1 indi«ted ..r1ier, u.h....d in I""tmodem
dmce by nuking quolidi>n m",..meol ",mething worthy of ging, .nd
Her"o'. 'ppe=nce <!econ..mcted th. diYid. bet",...n.rt."d illir._
o, nu)h<, ben.. pul, I><t",..en .rt, lir., .nd pl.y. Herlm "'.. o~en Kruo<d
of I><ing tempot:lrily out of ;oint, ofb.ing ,hild;,h o, inf.ntil•. Su..n Pos­
t.. poin" lo mom.nt. wheo Herko w.. «1I.d ,hildi,h, ,he mo.l.tioging
pe,h>p' being lhe cho,....g"'ph<, M...ioe Mun'. ",ho put i' ,hi. "'.y: "P...d
Herko i. indeed ,h••nfml 'errible, .nd hi. Linl. G)"n Dmce , , .•houted
'Iook., me, look.t m., he h.. yet 'o prove h. I><longo with lhi. group:"
lb. ><cu..tion of ,hildi,hoe.. re,..,be",t.. ilongoid. m."y di.mi...k of
queern..... childim. di.rupting .tr>ight comportm.nt md tempo",Ii')·.
Herko'. delibe",te childimn... int.rrupted!he protocol. of .t"'igh' lime.
lt .100 chill.nged • con",,,,.tive ,..moo of minimili.m, But cert;rinly
Herko "'.. not ¡mt ..ce.." ... At timeo h;, movem.nt. "'..... mino, .nd not
.1 ill th. ".nergetic" b.illelllut p...ton 'rpe<ted. Uke R>y Jobn",o, Herlm
", colJ..¡gi.. wh= ",urce nuterW w••, on one 1"..1, 'p.re ."d, on .n-
oth d••pl)·l>yered.

Following Binthomlon BirJi<, w.mol md H.rl<o nudo • movi. in
which Herko .hled uound Mmh.rr.n on on••hle. Like th. cooce,t, th.
m",..meol in th. film "'... d)"'l..mi«lIy ·off cou".: lb.t film, lik•• lot of
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160 A)o<; Out tOo W"""",

W.,hol'. e.m." wort, i> 10.1 ."d .xi>l' only >S loro O" more ue..ly, qoee,
."id.n«, Th••10')' indic:;¡,es 'hil W.mol rilm.d Herko for ""'p, md '"
,h. eud of the rilming H.,ko'. bM< fe.l ""re bl«diug, H.,ko'...cririco

oo,h fo, ort md fo, Andy "'licip"''' lh. bloOO wort of qu"", p<rformen
Ron Albey ."d Frn>ko B.

w..hollhen c.>I H.,ko in ."olbe, • .rl)' rilm, Ha;"ut (1963), olong
""i,h BilIy Linirh_. Ju<hon .rti.1 ."d F.ctory ,eguLu ""ho ""•• I>'e,
kno""n >S BiIly N>m._(horeographer Jom•• W.ring .nd Jobn D.I.y.
Th. group I"'rtidl"'led io SO)' mol. lh.olrict. The rilm reinforc.d Judsoo
D."ce Th..l." projecl of "",lciog art from th. quolidi>o while "",lcing
qu"", oou<1> md soci>lil)' iolo .rt. l' >hoyld SO withOYt ..ying ,hot 1M
rilm w>s e>trem.ly ",dic.1 io 1963, Bu' .1", lh. rilm i, ""orth ron.id.,iog
0••0 'Llmple of queer rebliooility,. precur>o' of. m,xl>lity of qu"",
001010S)' lhol hod o01-yel-.rrived, Uoieh culo lbe O'M' ""'o'. h.ir. Herko
perfo'lIIJI ••.,;.. of ."ery<1>y moyem.nts, wilkiug low.rd lh. rarn.", ""d
lh.o lurning oround."d wilking .""oy, di..ppe.ring in'o lhe >h><!ow. of
W..iog·••partm.ot. He lbeu reopp<o... p,e",nts • pipe 'o ,he rarn...,
md th.n I"'rh ,he pipe wilh m;orijn;¡n.l .nd ,,"oke.. In th. rilm·. rinil "'­
queuco H.rto >I'ip. fo, th. (>me.., bri.ily ..po.iug hi> peni.. 1hroughou,
lh. rilm lh. &lY m.o flirt ""ilh ou. mo,he,."d reh•..,. o mode of que.,
l><longiog th.i, h.id )'" 'o b. "re.ued, Th.;,- romportmeot, though 001
·overtly" ••mil, i. "'XY md >ignil. o qu• .,lciod ofl>ecomiog. H.,ko'. pe'­
formmce ""•• hi. owo b.cau•• W.mol'. directing ronri>led m<»tly of..,­
liog up o ".oorio."d I.oing lhe cam... ,«on:l lbe aelion. H.rko bridge.
lh. Jud.on >I)1e with po.lmodem rilm. Hi. io.i.t.ote ou publi( drug roo­
.umptiou ."d I1>gr"'I, ludie oudity su",..",. ,h••I'ÍC1ure. of lypiril Jud­
",n mininuli.m. O" .gaio, more n..rl)', it k«p. lhol modolity of minimol­
i"" from l><ing swepluuder o lorg., mod.roi.l rug. 1 iden'ify ,hi. qu"",
m",,, •• ho"';ng o ulopim imp.lu. lhil inugined .,,01her lime md place
lhol w.. u01 yel (O""iou•. At Ihi. hi,torieil mom.ol, when qu•., poIilie.
rou,t.ntly defero lo lh. p",soutk .lruW" of lbe pre••ul, lh. oold .od
u'opi'" .xperim.nUlioo of Hojmd ><em•••peci>!ly poign>ot.

H.,ko .Iarted in ."olbe, W.mol film, lhirt"," Mosl BrautifiJ &ys, lo
lhol film, w..hol roll.". ",me "r«o 'eili, induding Herlm·.. A mojori'y
of lh. >cre.o-l." sub;":l. blmkly .Uro 01 lh. """'0, lranofo,ming th.ir
fae•• iolo >lolionary port"';l•. No! '" with Herko, wh"", minor m",,,­
meuts lrm,[orm ,h. >cre.o ,..t iolo o choreogr.phy. In lhjrl,....\Iosl

Brouliji<l &y> "''' ... H.,ko re.i>ting w..ho1". pro'ocolo ""d p.rforming
inst.od hi. o""n dru¡;¡;ed-Olll.genry. A)"", loter Herko .nd.d Iri. owu Iife.
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A JetéoOut ohe Wind.ow 161

HuI in this screeel1 test ol.lr 'ey,e-s should not be conrent to see 11 drugge-d-out
homosexual who m.ade sorne ul!lderground films al!ld danced at fue Jlld­
son. VVhlllt 1 see in Ibis ñlm liS tbe arlist in aU his emhodied rultum sur­
plus. TWÍlcmng alld moving in lvays t:hatbe]] as that tbis time and plaGe is
Dot enough Herko e:ruJicts a critical impatience wilb the pr,€!,sent¡ a dissat­

isfaction with tbe here and now;Furthermore 1 see desire. Herloo Guises
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16' A)o<; Out tOo W"""",

lhe came", md ,he 'peel.'or, he run. with ~, nol ab1e 'o ili, w>nling lo
di'P1>r him.elfbeyond the limil. ofW"",ol'. pon"'iture. Herko mnts LIS,

his fulure_a fu'ure he will chao.. no! lo meel_lo..,. him ••• desir­

ing .ubjecl, in .U hi. unea.y embodiment. LUie AngeU, in he, impre..iw
cat>log of Thi,I,,,,, Moil &aulifuJ BOJ', .grees wilh James SloU<r, who ....
oomething ''''sic in Herl<o·. I"'rforrnmce. Sloll.. ",>11. hi. r«elion lo lhe
ponrnl: il became "ezcrudatingl)' m",;ng as 1 uncon'rollably im...lN! in
H..ko'. glowering '.p.....oon wilh memings broughl from outside lhe
film."" lhi. r«ding i. difficull lo discount, bul 1 >m.rguing llullhere i.
oomething el.e • ...;lable 'o ,he 'p<c"lo< who 1001<. .. lhe dmcer.lwilch)·
comportment as oomelhing more th>n negativity. In Haircul H..lw i.
d ..rly .nd laughingly tlining wi,h lhe c>m.... Sometimes Herko'. p<rfo,­
mmce in lIIirl,," Mo,! &~ahjul BoY' ...m. ju>! d><k, md then .ometime.
1..., ~ .. a darl<, drug-tingod cmi.., porpooely brooding .nd delibe"'lel)'
com..ying a c<rt>in in'enrity tlul prolubly ...ved Herl<o weU in countie..
bm md .ludo",)· public 'P"e..

Gioegio A¡;amben privileges ge.lo« a•• moo..lily of mo..ment th.l! «­
si.l. modemi'y·. 'olaliz.ing polilical >cripts in.of.r a. it promi"'•• polilie.
of. "m.."" wilh oul end."" Herl<o'. d.ncing, •• il e.i.l. fo< u. in wrinen
aceounl>, 0",1 hi.to,ie., .nd fibIIJI, i. llul of lhe .uggestive, imperfect S"­
luce. lhe S'..u« i. utopi>n in llut it «.i,!> ,he goal-oeienled t>u'ologieal
p«.ent. lhe se'ture i•• rultur.l .upplemen' th.., in it> incompletene..,
promi... molhe, time .nd plac<. lhus, lhrough Ho,koú lwilch "'..... lhe
g<"'u« .. lhe choreogr.phy of the nol-yel-conKious. R;md)' Mmin ¡,.,
.uccinctly .egued fo, lhe import.ne< of ·crilical mov.," in • politicil<d
dme< "udies, I>brtin Itloll«. wo<d. ",ch .. "m",..menl" .nd "mobili",­
lion" do double duty a. hi. ,...=h link. ,heatrieal dme< movemenl wilh

lhe polilin of coUective >ocW mo..ments... lhi. met>phoric>1 link pro­
vides d.ne< .ludies with • powerful malerioli'l.pp'o.>ch, llook.l Herlm'.
choreog"'phy of g"'ture .nd ",e il working .Iongside Martin'••n.lly>is lo
a poinl, then di'''<ging. lhe divergene< has lo do wilh • polilie. ,hat Itlol)'

nol luve lhe o..",cching cob«ency of a m",..menl rel but In»' nonelhe­
le.. «p«..n' a ,'.luab1e interrup'ion in the c<>erei.. cho,eoguphy of.
he« .nd now tlu, i. >co,ed lo n>lu<>lil< .nd ,..Iid>le dominml cullu...1
logia ",ch •• "'pit.li.m md heler"",..,ality, A g"'lu« i. no'. fuU-fledS'd
«si<t.ne<, bot il is a momenl when tlu, overwhelming frame of a here md
now, a .p..iol .nd lemporal ord.. tlul ;, ..lib...led .gain" one, i. «.isted.

H..ko'. ",mp .urplu., wlull .m ,>1ling hi. oltlolment>tion, i. nol qoite
lhe garden-v.riely camp of pink Ilamingo< o, f..ther 00... Camp, •• I ha>..
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.ugge.led eL.e""hore, re.itu;¡'eo the p..l in ,he ..rvice of politie> IDd ...­
thetic. th.t oIien critique the pr"",nt." The ¡=t on which Herloo áUed
"'... often a di.t.nt, magic>1 p." lite thal of faicy t>l... Di Prim. medital«
in her .u'obiogr.ophy on "Freddi", groping for lhe .:llegoey, the wlinute
faieyl>le th., cowd leU h" otocy, cowd m>yb< ..ve him.... Too"}' we e>n
."" tbe aUegoric.:l utopi.n function of Herl<o'. ""ock and imagine ,hat the
faiey t.le w.. intended to do more than oimply ..,.., him><lf, lhat it w..

in fa" in..re.led in ..ving di Prima aud the coUectivity th., .h< .nd >11
th<ir friend, repr...nt.d. l' i. ,herefore wortbwhil. 'o con.id« Herlm'.
l... dID«, j>¡¡lu" 01.1" Drogo. Pri.,e-. f>ilure Kconling to w.mol_
a. H",ko'. in",ntion of a mythical p"" or faiey I>le. Here, 'uming to
Bloch on ,h. utopic work of lbe faiey 1>1. nn belp u. undersl>nd Herlm'.
perfo"""n«.

Of ",...,. th. f';,y,,1o wmM, .'¡><rially ,h. mogocal "".. no Ion&"

b<lonp to th. p",..nt. How cao " mi<TO' "'" w;.h_projK'ooo, 'vi0"
• Nclgr""od , ...., h.. long ~nc. di..PPN.-..l' Or, ro 1""'" ""n..
w.y. How cao ,h. f.;'J' ..lo miro>< "". w¡oh pm;.rt'om ","""h.n in
• ''''oIly 01»01<" w.y' RuI King' 00 long., ."'..~ Tho ."",""oIly
fouJ..l .ud "",,,,,",,,,0,01 ..mM fmm whi,h tho f,,'J' ul. ".m, .ud

to ..hkh " ...m, ro b< ..... h.. mo" ..rtoinly "'n;.h.... Howe....,
th. m;rror ofth. f.;.y ul. Iu• .- bK<>ro< of"'l...,.ud ,h. ",",nn..

of ".;.h_fulfill"",o' ..hkh 1'""" forth from " .. "'')'_fulhl1m.nt whi,h

., no! .nh"'''' w.lbout. ho"",_ J,..JJ. up ro ,h.,; lb. f"'Y"1< n."_
,,", • "';')'_fuUillm.n' wh••h ., .- bound by ." own timo .ud ,h.

'PP'",l of ", <on"'o!>. lo con"..t to lb. foil,..., ..hkh ., .aIw.,.. h.d

to. p',"cuI"locol<. th. fmy"lo "'......m uoOOuod. No' only_,

th. f",y ,01< ..mm", f",.h .. I""g'n~.ud Iow, bu, ,h. <Vil d.m"".

tlu, 'OOuod m f•• 'Y 101........U .r worl in lb. pro..n', .ud ,h. h.p_

pin 01""".. upon' timo: wh"h ., 0 mo...buod.nt ;n lb. f".y

t ;TI .If.«, om y',;"n, oflb. fut "

Before .ddre..ing Bloch·. ,h..i.. 1 w.nt lo conoider lhe be.1 ",uree rur­
rently >voIt..ble to g>,her an impre..¡on of Th< Ri1a« 01 tllt Ora!:o. PTi.'"
H«ko'.!>st m>;or public p.rfomunce.' tbe ,buICh. Di Prim> rKount.
thal lbe perfmnunce w.. b,..ed on "",me Ru.,w, biey ..le bid found
.om.wbere. lt "'... to be hUg<,.n epic"" Ae.th.tic.Uy ic inciuded "Iot.
of ronun'ic mu.ic; "tlowing c",tum.., "'mott••; .nd ·what ",meOOd)'
c.:lled ,he "junk "ore ....h<tic." Many p<ople did no' ...m lo g.t il, .nd
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di Prinu ",cal'" Remy Ch>rlip, one of H<rlro'. f'«Ju.nl collilio..lon, leU­
ing h.. th.1 he thougbl il "'... ".pp.Jling." But .he d«cribe. il wilh much
gr«ler criliGlI generoo.ily:

A fuU_ou' w",I<_[ though';' wo• ••".>or<!''''''Y' Oh, I <ouJJ ... o.

wel1 .. ony<>o' ,1>< rlo,." ,h. p...., it noodod 'o be cul, .... ,,<hn'·

..1 m;""-... O, rh. p..... it SO' <""'J'o '00 mu,h .motion onJ rou

h..! lo "J' no "'- ..If·defem•. 1 ",,,1-1 ....11 ,hi~ 'cou.. ,h ,.... ,h.

'-'nJ, oí 'hi"S' ]'J ,om. to rocopU" o. nec.,..'Y ".o 1..w rh.

do",. o••",.>or<!',.."ly b,....."

Di Primo b.li d in Herko'. perform.neo d..pile ilO <:lc.... ito comi-
n.... She n h..il.led lo de:«:ribe the .ni.,., work •• rom.nlic ,..c-

lo'ing on Ih. m.gie.!. Al another point, .h...fen lo • p<rform;meo m.­
mori.liz.ing the lif. of Sergio,.n II.Ji.n friend of Herko'. and di Prim"
hu.band (and H.rI<o'. <:l-ooyfri.nd), AJ.n M.do...., ..pl>ining, "Wh.n
F,eddie danced For S<>xio.1 Ihe New _ ..,y, h. m.d•• d;mce ,h., w,,"

.1"". rilu.!. He m.gie.Uy 'did' ""m.lhing, Tr;m.foml.d ""merhing. lt

...m. "" .impl. now, Bul .1 Ih.1 poin' many of u. we", groping 00< w.y
b.ckw..d to ..t .. m.gick.... Thi. "m.gic.Uy doing' .p..b no' oruy lo
Ihe penomuti.. fore. of H..ko'. penorm;meo bul al", 'o how il w""
c.libr>l.d to pro'id••n id.. of anolh.. w.)' of b.ing in Ihe world Ih.1
w•• nol .Ilowed wilhin .n .nliutop"n herm.n.utic. H..ko'. p<nor­
m;m" pr.elic., lih Bloch'. f.iry ,.1., """fr.tes. wi'¡'-ful~Um.nlwhich
i. not oound by ito own lim••nd Ih••1'1'.",1 of ilo conl.nto; .nd tlU.
"unooundne,," inlerrupto wh.. 1 h"". d..crib.d, .ft.. H.lbenl;un, ""
.I,.ig!l' tim.,. n.'u..lized ..mpor>lily ,h.1 i...libr.ted lo m.ke queer
pot.nli.lily not only un",.lized bul .1"" unthinhbl•. lnd...d Ihe 1""­
.nt i. repl.l. wilh b...to Ih.1 nee<! lo be v.nqui.h.d, whieh i. lo ..)'
Ih.1 in...ting in. f.iry ,.1. need nol b•• ",t",., from r«lily but c;m be
• c..l.in w>y of f>dng il.

To th>1 .nd, ,he .Ue¡;oric>l ""'U,,, Ih.1 utopi.n critiqu••mplo)" in v.n­
ou. moo.. of ..-linie produetion i. impo't.ml to con.id... Bloch p",fer",d
b.JI.I to Ameriean i= d;meo, .nd •• in Adorno'. pronouneomenl> on ;":n
muUc, Bloch betrays • <Ii:«:omfort w~h North Ameri..n vem.cu1>r ..1,..,,«..U)' Afriean Americ.n .",,,,..ion. Bloch :«:hol>, Vineonl G.oghegan
'U¡;¡;..to th>1 Ih. phil""'l'h••• irw«tm.n' in b.lI.t het..Y' hi< .Ilegiane<
lo the So>i" Union. Non.th.l... Bloch'. description of h>1let'. p<rfomu­
tivily, wh.>.t il d",...pe.b ofrh. fOml'. u'opian fore<:
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166 A)o<; Out ,o. W"""",

11M Jonc• .J1ow< u, ro m",', "'. compl<toly J,If....", w.., th.n lh.

w.y wo moyo On lb. J.y. " l....' m lh......yJ.y. il Un"'lo' >om.lb'ng
which th. L.tt... h..loo< '" novo, ,,·.n poo.._. lt poc" oul lb. w',h

for mo.. ho.u"luliy "",...J ho'ng. fi.., in ,h< .yo, '''. ,h< wholo boJy.
;,,>t .. ,f¡[ .1,.,.Jy ....tod oow."

Po,ho.p. Bloch ...oold ho.,.. I>o-en le", opproving of mirum>Ii,1 don« prae­

tic•• lho.t ",h••""J qootidian movem.nt. bot hi, int.",,, in f<tif)' t.l...nd
b.:tl.t ...m. to be .:tisnO<! ith th. romanlic OIp<'im.nution anJ <IC<'"

thol eiw-aetori,ed H.r!<o· o,\;. H.r!<o ;, int.""tO<! in pocing ""t Omo",
b<.otifully movo<! b<ing. Movem.nl in th;, I=,oge from Bloch .xi,t, ..
an .:tl.go'ic.:t ionelo", b.t"",.n ...lbetic> anJ politic.1 movem.nt. An­
O1hor ochol" o,,,,d..tO<! ...ith th. F..nkfurt School. Herbon M.oreo... of­
ferO<! th. follo...ing formubtion:

11M .tul,.,. of ,,'snO".. lu",,"o" of phon...., j, thu, loJ 'o ..,lbot¡",

., ,ho "oci'''''' ofho.uty", hohinJ ,h.....holo< 100m 1", ,ho '"I'""..d

h""","y of..n,uou""...ud """,,_lb. ot...... P""'" .so'n.. th.

otg."""ion ofbfe by 'h.lns'" of domin.>lion. th. _""'lu, of lb. PO"

formo.... p'''''';plo."

lb. pairing of ..n'UOOID'''' anJ ",....,n i, ,el,,'.nt o. "'" eonsidor th. al­
I.go'ic.:t notufO of qu••, ulopioln <Ipre"'ion. Th. p<rn,'lIlIDce principl. i,
th. cullurallogie th.. i. Omanif..lotion of Oe.pil.>Ii'1 elb.,.. Fo, utop"n
phil""'ph......eh .. B10ch .nd M..-cu.., donco IDd ils ..n,u",",n.., .xi.t
olons'id•• polilicol impul... Movem.nl i, thu, .I....y. a1,udy doobly ,..­
I.neo<! b<c.o.. il.nobl.. OmoJe of eognition thol can potonliolly di<.n'ach
its<lf f,om th. p<rn,nn;¡nc< principle ""J ..n lh. n"S0tion it 'ep",,,,nu.

J Jo not kn"",' ho... m>ny "el" ..po..t. my 'partm.nt fmm 5 Corn.­
1.. Sl",.t, th. adJ,,,, of John DoJJ·. 'parlm.nt, ...hOfe Fred Herko took
h;, own lif.. I .m not p.ti.nt en""gh lo coont, but lel o, ..y ~ i, .ooot
live hunJred, • fe... moct city block.. A. I n• ..-od firu,hing ...riting Ihi.
eho.ptor, 1 ....I\;o<! to 5 Corn.lio SI..... lhi. w... mo,bid linl. homoge,
o priv.t. p.rn,nn;¡nce fu.led by. mino, anJ .bsr"el nocrophilic .nach­
menl. lhi, "mil mode m. lhink .boullhe .b"..ction of wriling obout •
•uicid. ".. p<rn,nn;¡nco" .nJ 00... th.ot m;'....omethin¡;. J did not OIp<c!
to f""l mueh, bol my .zpeetalion. p'''''''¡ "'~ong. I lbought ohoot. yoong
fri.nd oo lriO<! to lake h;, own life and, luctril)' fu, him..lf and.1l th.
peopl ho odo", him, r.i10<!. 1lbought obout anolhor b<lO\"d pe.-.on in
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my lif. .nd rememb<r tb< m.n..ing »<ine.. he fel1 ""hen he loo ;m <1­

lo..., ""ho ended hi. life • f."" y..n 'go ,.ith • loap from • bridge. But
mootly [Ihoughl.ooul my he.t friend from gradu;¡te ..hool. He too. hi.
"",n Iife ",..rn ye;us .go. I reull .11 the dr.."" [ ha>" h.d .oout him, "ill
ha>" .oout him, in which he ¡, m)"t..ioud)· "ill .:!i...nd living in the
"".110 of my .partment. I di",,,,,,, hi. lingering pre",n.. in thl. re<:urring
d,e>JII,;md I ",mehow kno""th>t it i. my joh lo gel him out, to ...," hlm.
In..", do, I .Iw")" faiL IVhen ,..dlng.1l of H..\;o'. friendJl" ""pon...
to hi. d..th, .."n Andy'. wi.h lo ha>" filmed it, I get the impre>>ion th.t
they too feh like Ihey f.¡iled.

In chapte, 4 [ di.ru..ed Eli",beth Bimop'. famou. p<><m ·One Art: A.

Bi'hop "'~ole, "The .rt of lo.ing l. no! h>rd to m;o"e,: A. murh •• I like
the .ound of th.1 line I re.li.. that there i. ",mething .rtle.. and bmt.1
.oout l<><ing. Bi.hop'. 10Yer of m;on)' )";US, .ne, their eYentu.1 hre.kup,
took her "",n life. W.. Bi.hop'. p<><m .ooul Llt.? W.. Bi.hop trying to
de",ribe the .n of"lo.ing" he, love" o, W>JI .he gi,;ng her Bruilian lo...."
imtmctiottJI 50 .he would b< .hle to let tb< p<><t gol W•• it the p<><t'.
""'y of re<:ondling lhat lerrihle 1""" or. document ofh.. f.ilu to re<:-
onrile? Qu..rn= .nd th.t I""tleuLu mod.lity of 1"", mown icide
...m Iinked. And to wrile o, conjecture .oout .uiride ... que.. >el, •
perform;¡nre of ~ic.:! neg>tivity, utopim in ilJ n<g.lion of de.th .. u1li­
"",te unronlrollable finltude, .nd not lhink .oout ""h.t it .ymooli... fo, •
Luger collecti';'y would b< reml...

Suicide l. onen the end oHope, .nd indeed. rritic.1 md ,lr¡¡legk no­
tion of hope i. ofien ,nuffed out fo, • rollectivity. I haYe ri,ked rommti­
rizing H..\;o', 1"", in dl",u..ing the tr>n.hi.to,ic.:! relevm.. of h¡, qu.."
incmd=enre." k; I "ood on the ,Idew,)\; whe ... he ended hi, Iife I no­

tleed • ,m.:!1 reco,d "ore in the huilding', oonom floor. [1 "'.., rr>mped
md •..,med lo be tempor>11y ·offir>e.: SubtmaneID Record. ""ould be
e..y fo, my ..eryd.y eye to mi... I ",..Iked in.ide md uid helio to • ,tore
d ..\;, ""ho fidgeted .. he ,o,t of rocked on the "001 on ""hich he "'... onl)'
pmWly ,ining. lbere "'... mothe, polenli':! cu.tomer In tbe "'1' ,m.:!1
,to.... I looked .round md quirkly nolired • lot of P.ni Smllh cm .nd
,ecord., .nd • "inyl .:!hum I rheri'¡'ed ""hen I "'... "",enleen, lbe Gun
Club', >m>zing "ir< 01 Lo,"", lt "'... p'iced.t fifty dol]"", lben I Im;ogined
h"", HoBO ""ould h.ve enjoyed pun. ifhe had ,ta)-.d >round fu, molhe,
fifieen ye.n, A10ng the ...me line of thought, I ""ondered how gay libe",­
tion ""ould ha,,, alfected hi, lif.. Wonld belng gay h..e m.de hl. utopun
md ..ued qu..,me.. IDY e..le, 0' more I"'lnfuH
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10

After Jack

Queer Fai/ure, Queer Virtuo5ity

lA e K \ MITH IS ¡he pwgenitor ofqu«r "'opi.., ••"hetin. Hi. inllu­
once "'..,¡,.. overlhi. book..,d it> d••ir. lo conjure" que.r otopim 'phe...
of potenli.:lity. In M>ry jordm', documenury }<I,I: Smi¡¡' anrl ¡lit D<,truch""
ofAria"tiJ ••vern of Smith', frien<h .nd coll.bor>ton ••pWn thlt invoking
lh. ¡ililed )"'1 contine nI ofA'[;¡nti, ""'. Smitlú W»' of invoking the utopi....

lb••••lh,tic radie. tn.t 1h..ve p"'vi"Wlly d.><:,ib<d .. di.identific..ion
focu... on lbe ""Y in which domin..,t'igm .nd .ymboh, often on•• th.t
.... toxic to rninorit.rnn .ubjeds, can b< ",im.gined through .n eng.ged
and aninuted mooe of I"'rforrnmce or .p«utonhip.' Di.identific>tion G1n
b< • world-m.king pro¡ect in which ,he limito of lbe he", and now ...., t..·

.....d >nd tramgr<.>ed. J.ck Smith'oversion of At[;¡nti" g1impsed in much
of hh film IDd p.rfomun« ",o,x, di.identified ,.ilb lh. con.tr.ming .nd
phobic limit of lbe p",sen!. On • m.t..i.II..,,1 th.t me""t th>t dime-.to",

glitter b..ame diamond du,t, md .he.p pol)....ler W>JI tr>n.formed into
.ilken ..i]" [nJ.ck Smith', world dum!"ler di'in¡; b<c.me tre>JIu '" hunting.
Throughout thi, OOok [hne .nempled. IOn of..kulu. in whkh queer.n
fmm the p.,t i, evoked for the p"rpo>< ofb.ner understmding wotl< "",de

to,by, Thu., the ""y mntempo""y work Iin., upwilb the hi,toricil "",hi,,,
hel!,,", eng.ge Smilb'. utopimi.m in ",blion lo qoeer performmee tud.y,
In thi, eh.pter the worl< of!'>'"", Yotl<_b>Jled le.bi... perfo"""nce >rti,t Dy­

n..I)' H.ndb.g md p<rformmce <o1Ieai,,, !>Iy B>rb>ri>n p<rform • mude

of ulopi"'i"" th.11 a.>oc!>te wilb }>ek Smilh'••trange legaey and afterlife,
l then briefly d«.ribe s.imilaritie. th.>.t the.. lwo .a. h..e with the ""Ji< of
dr>g eoncepttul/roc>l arti.. Kilup Un.y. In lookin¡;.t the wotl< of.11 th",e
conlempor.o'Y .el., I dr>w on two ••pect. ofwh.>.t l demib. >JI. queec uto­

p;,n ....hetic pr.elice: f.ilure ""d ,irtuority,
The .."¡on of utop;, to whieh thi. OOok h•• sub«rib.d exit. IOme­

",hece belween the riguce of the f",.kiu. md otien .olit"'}' nutrider, the
"",dw""",n .lreel pceacher, .nd Ihe politic.lly engago<! eolleclivily, I ha>"

'"
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iruli.ted th..t the.. h•• .Jw.Y" booo ",mething que...l>out utor'" .nd uto­
pi.n thinke", Smith i. tM ezempl..y figu.. of the quee, utor;'" ..tm md
thinke, ",ho ...k> ",llurin= Y" ",ll. fur. quee, colle<:tr.ity. [)yn••ty
Hmdb.g,. prim.uily ",lo mi.. ""ho .t.S""lo th..t ...emble I"ychotic
epiood... m.de humoro"" ;.. de.. inheritor of. p<rfornunco pr..tice
th.t;' .kin to Sm~h'. solituy Ion p<rfornunco., My &rb.rnn,. group
""ith three prim.uy membe" th.t .omelim.. ezp.nd. lo indode f,iend.
""hu Me mo.ici>n••nd p<rro,me", i. romini",ent of lhe r>gt.g qoe..
coUeai.. hy>teri. th.t Smith .t.ged in hi. logend.cy "'p<riment.:l film.
Flami"g C",.tum md Nomurl Loi><, BoIh the lone lun.tic >nd the cr>..d
coUeai...t.ge • de';.. th.t 1 h.... c>lled qu.." utopi•. Bolh mode. of
p<rrocnunce.sk importmt qU.,tiOM of ...thetic pr>ctice, qu..lion. th..t
.ttempl to vi'Uolliro th..t ""hich i. not )..,t here.

To unde"'>nd thi. de.ire bettoc it i. u",fulto return ooe uf lhe "'Oleo.
of qu.." utopi"" longing from lo'hich 1dulo' in thi. book. In Smith'. ""U­
kno""n mmifesto "C.piull.m uf LoIuilind" he I><gin. ",ith • >lirring
medit.tion oo ..t >nd the ..ti.t:

Could "" be u..fol' E,.., "nce th. glott.. dnftoJ o... th. b...-nt_
...., rujo. of rt..... L..¡;oon th......nd. of " h... f"'nde....J .od

dre,unod of .u<h • th',,&> YO'.'" mu" no< be d .uyrn""''' 'no!l>..
•1IDor". muo. oi ¡¡..'og from tl>.ultiog boc.u.. oi ,h< mult'ply;ng
"",,,,,o, oi ",fOl"","'n ...h p on o..d. 'o proce.. in oN.. 'o <<>m.

to .ny kind of d.......o IDuut t ltiod ofp""" oo. w'""" 'o lo,.. on
bef"", bm'n..~ relos;un, .od sovem"",o' .u<,..d "' blow",g" 0<" of
tI>. >OÜ' .)"tom'

He.. Smith delio«te> just ",h.t ;. .t .uke in ..ti.tic productioo, The
1978 nunife..o keenly .nticil"'te. "'pit>li,m'. p<rmol1tion. in the .ge of
g1ob.liution, beuu," there .re indoed "multiplying .m....nts[.] of info,­
"",tion [Ih>!] «eh person need. to proc....• Smilh', critique> of c.pit>l­
iun, or lo'h.t he .:ltem.tely <>U. ·I>ndlon!i",,; .hould not 1>< di,mi..ed >JI
ju.t e>tnpy fun. Smith'. virulent ....,moo to priv.te property ..luraled hi.
wort. Through hi••t..ng••nd molJy mude of .ddre.. Smith .pe.b of .n
.<:onomic >y>tem th..t ;. inn.tely tl.",..,d, violently ..ymmetric.:l, :md .,­
..nti.lly .zploit>tive, Smith', m:mif..to lo'>JI utopi.n, not so much I><c.",e
he d..;uned of x> du but, mo.. ne..ly, beuu," he perrormed .h.",.t•
...Iiti..., lhe Iiti... "'..,.. 1""",ly b>JIed on fmt..i.. of g1immeriog 10>1
city><'p'" like Atl;lOti"
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Qu«, I.ging of th. p." h.lp. o. im.gin. n.... I.mpouliti.. th>1
inl<rrupt " iglll lim•.' Smith', inv..lm.nl in oth" rullo... inili>lly .p-
pe.... lo b. nothing bol O,ient.Ii.1 f>nl..y, but tho....nd.ringo of th.
E..I should be con.id"ed simo;,rra of simo;'e... l>«.o.. they ...., nol
b...d on the.. ruho... bot on ehee,y Hollp"UO<l f."l..i.. of·ove< th"e'
o, • "not h...: Smilh .nim.t.d th qoee, f.Jry-..I....orld. not ... focm
of wish·fuIfillm.nt bot, imt••d, eholl.n!\, to th. limir.lion. of Ih. po-
Iitiea! .nd ...thetk im;ogin;¡tion. lb. critica! work llul otopi.n Ihooghl
dO<'>, in~. mosl eonri.. .ud lucid ronmwlion, .11""", o. to ... dilf...nl
"",ld• ."d ...:liti... And Ihi. conjore<! ...:lity in.lmeto o, th>1 th. "1><..
.ud now" i••impl)'not en""gIl.

A. Smith', m."ifesto continoe. h. rend." ide.. of wlul. sori>l!y ..1­
.vanl modo of.n prodortion woold loox Iik<:

Lo, Off <""tiou, 'o bo .nlo.-uio;ng, '''''pi'', ..unnio~ sI""""""".,d

"",""b,<><_bullol "bo !<>.oJod w;lh ;""'",..""" wmbd io'o ,¡" .,.

po<! plots oi, fo, ....lon'.. """'.... E..h o.. woulJ bo • roo,. '" l...

<empiolo upo"t"'n of on. ,ubi«' o, ,,,,,lbu. lho, you woulJ h.YO

Tony Curtj, .nd J'oo! Loigh bu~t,- miling ~"; Humphroj- Jlo&o"
..",¡;V;ng to ;n'rOO..... In,,< <Ovil l.w <our>< mio poblo< ",0001>;

iolont> bo;oS givoo 'o ,h. old;n horn., ro, ,h. ogoJ by G;oS" Rog.

''''; <!nnu'.,hopo<! dwoll;"f;' witb ,onhgh' pouring 'n'o ,"otr,] 1"_

fo, ,]1, Jo~v-l hy G..-y C""po~ soli, <lo" pWti< bubblo "'" ....'h

b""b ,ho, .tt"h 'o mono..,1> bo;it by Cb"ltoo Ho>ton lb.. 1"" o'',,

tb. fu. p".,j;,. of ID.mdonoJ obiK" in lb nlo' oi tb. ti'!' n",

",h,,.. lb. <cmmon"y moyo. .." ",,,,,lJ ,] bo; onJ wh.,. M.o...

Monto> onJ Jolmoy W,;mnuU" woulJ 10""0, lo d;.solvo ,]1 "","'ru!
""uod.ri...0.1 ,.10.0.. tb. p,....o.'" of Uroou,. I\u' ,h• ....'w.y to
KK..J;,m ;. blod<oJ by lb. Yvonno o. Corto T.>bo.....l. Choir w"';ng

bloody p.olm "",od., ",.1 w"ting to u"S lb. -H)TI'n to ,"" Son- by

lmng /\orl;n. 1\ti, <> ,'" "nlod momoot of ,h, ,_;< IonJlo.-Ji"" 01

p,.b<>lon< ..p;...lUm of lobo'

lbi. quor.lion needs som. onl"'eking in rel.tion lo Smith'••ni.tie vo,­

n..u;', ond the uniqu. eosmology lo ...hirh h••dhered. Smith im;ogin..
v.pid Hollp"UO<l plots inj.rte<! ...ilh ,ed.enubl. sor"l v>lu... H. looh
lo Ih. Hollywood ,r., .plem ••• pol.ntW .il< of tr.nsfocm.live pot.n­
Ii>lity. But hi...I.b...tion of Hollywood i. nol pure f..tivity_h••1.0 un­
d.m.nds obst>cl.. in th. cultore induslry. In Smilh'. universo th. mosl
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hoIlow"¡ ..nn' "'... B-m",i. >1M Mm. "Ion'... "Ion'." nuin competi­
'or, Y",nn. D. Cmo, beum. lhe ."lith..i. of Smith'. b.lo,"«I Mon'",.
Smilh d..eribed D. c.rlo mo.t .uccinetly ••• 'mlking e.....',·' Thi.
d.ocriplion w.. m..nt to t.g th••elre.. .,.,.;,h ,h. titie of. vulga, p,of..­
oion.li<l. Tho.. of u. who .".mpl to d,e>JII ulopi> within th••ph.... of
ou, quolidim life must cotlStmtly owrcome th. di..bling inerti. gene,­
.led by ",eh .g<nt. of "'lio'opimi.m, D. c.rlo'.br>nd of «reeri"" w..
viewed by Smi,h •• ." elh", th>, limiled lhe po..ibility of inugining. dif­
fe...n' 'im• ."d pL.« th>t "'... not o,&,nir«lby upit>li",,'. injunelive to
...p,odo«.nd 1>< prodocti''', If "'" .pply ",me of Smith'. irrewren« to
th. eo,...nt problem of gay.nd le"'im neolil><r>Ii"". w< un<lerot.nd th>,
th. p,oblem with group' ",ch .. the Humm Righto C>ml"'ign ."d o,hero
th.l >dvo<.'e tb< ·m.:ln"....m· of qo... poIitico is not unUle th. prob­
I.m of w.lking u ....n.m. which i. 'o ")'. th.n. th.l Yvonne 1M Cmo_i,m
domin.t.. contemporary LGBT .cti,i.m. In this book I "'88''' we n..d
m ide>li"" llut i. I"rJup....p..-kling .. ,h. h>ll"",..d iconicity of "t"u
MonleL Qo... ide>li"" nuy 1>< lhe only m)' 'o ush.. in. new mode of
",dic.li"" th>t un p<rh.1" ...1.... quee, politic. from it. eorrent d..th

,",
Smilh'. d"'>JII of • pl."el no! d..lro)"«I by ...vage mwt «onom)'•

...ligiou. fond.ment>li"". md m.d governmenlility "'.. di...ctI), con­
n«led 'o h¡, f«ond f."l"¡., of B movi.. th>t polentWI)' otfered • <ti­
tiqo. of th. ·h.... ."d now' in fa"" of • 'r>nofomutive ·,hen .nd ,he...:

Th. político of Smith', u'opimi.m ",n 1>< lini«l to eorrent .."h..ic proj­
«a ,h.t .1", inugine .:l'em;¡'i.. oni,...... th>t ..eh... ,1.. dominm«
of lhe hore .nd now for ,h. for" md polenti.:litl' of. conjure<! world
of fmt..l' .nd nugic th>, i, nol oimpll' • modo of f.¡nt..tic>l ..capi""
bu'. in"..d•• bloep'int fo, .:l'em;¡'i,.. mod.. of I><ing in the wo,ld. lhi.
project d"". nol ne«l 'o d,>w ••lar!< distinclion I><t",..en ..capi"" .nd
",dic.1 politic<. In thi. book 1 h....lrived to ilIo.t",t. ,he impor!>n« of
...kindling. polilic.:l inugin>tion, Furth..more. '><'1" it..lf n<ed nol b•
• •urrendor bu'. inst.ad. m.y b< mo... like. ,efo..1of. oominmt orde,
md it5 'Y't.mic violen". Qoee, f.n!>')' i.línked 'o otopim longing, .nd
toge'he, the lwo ",n b«om. eon'nboting condition. of po..ibility fo,
polilic>1 tr.ln.fornution,

Ulopi., ¡«tion of pr>gm.li.m ¡, oft.n .'5O<ut«l .,.,.;,h f.:llore. And.
ind..d. m l profoundly. otopiani.m "'p.....nt5 • f.ilo... to 1>< no,m>L
Throughout thi. book Jiu,.. otfered hi"orie.1 e<>JIIpl.. of qu......th<tic
pr>elic.. imboN ",ilh ulopun pot.ntuli')'. I Iu.. oft.n .Iigned th...
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,e>di0S" of ...o,x from the ¡=t (o, in B1och'. term., the oo-loog..-coo­
.eioo.) ...i,h more conlempo=y qoe« ...ori< th., dhpL.Y' how the ..dical
promi.. of thil "",ri< "'.. pm of. I..ger political impol", thi, .rto.:lly
..im io the p,..eot. In condo.ioo [ tom to two ....mpl.. of lhe ...thetic
...o,x th., foil""", ,hi. Smithi>o ,hread, Lo> Angele" "1)- 1l..b>ri;1O .od
N.,.. yo,k_b>><d le>bi", p<rforme' D)=>t)- Hmdbag. lbe.. misr. o/f«
a Smi,him t..mpo't igoited by ,he forre of queer otopi.oism. U'opia ",o
oeve, b< p,..eripti'''' md is .1W>J" de.lio"; to f.;L o..pite thi• ...,ming
oeg:otivity,. geoe..tive politk. e", b< poteo,i>11y di.tilled from the ...­
theti.. of quee, f>ilore, Wi,hio f.ilore w< cm locale a xemel of poteo,i.:l­
ity. J aligo qoee, f<tilore ...ith. em,,;o mode of ,ino",ity ,hat help' the
'p«t.to, ..i' from ,he sr.:le ",d .latic lifew<>rld domi"",ed by ,he .:lieo­
alioo, ..ploibtioo, ",d drudgery ..""ialed ",itb c.pit.li.m o,l",d\ord­
hm. Wheo I de><ribe lhe "'':lJ'' io ",hich J",k Smith, Dyo..ty H>odba¡;.
md "-Iy ~b>,im perform f,,;lure, J ;un oot daimiog thil ,bey ..., 00' .oe­
e...ful o, arrompli.hed a. performe" o, ,hat the perform",«••re oot
.t,oog, fu1li1ling, o, iolere>tiog, iode"; my opioioo h just tb< oppo>ile,
a. [ re..1 in the a",lbetic .od politie>1 >timuL.tion the ...o,x provide>. 10­
.t..d I mean lo e:r:plicate ,he ....Y" io ...hich ,he", ..li.t. lbemaliz< f.ilore
a. being """,..hiog like the ol..aY' "¡"...iy "'tu. of quee...od oth.. mi­
oo,itmm U1bjert. io ,he domi""ot lOCi.:l ord« ...ilhio ",hich 'hey 10iL
Qu«, f.ilore, a. I .rgue, i. mo" o..rly .boul e""pe md a cert;¡jo kiod
of virtuo.ity.

Oyna>ty Haodb.g and the Strange hine,"nt 6eauly of Queer Faílure

Que.. f.ilore i. o~en deemed o, unde..tood .. f,,;lu,e beca""e i' rejed.
non",,'i,.., ide.. of v.lue. lo >pe<eh.rt lb""ry it i. lhe f,,;lure ceotral to
.peeeh it.<ir. Jt i. bL.t.ntly ",d irrevoc.bly ",tinormative. N"""al w>••

de>pi•.,; lerm fu, Smith, ",d i' referred to mueh more th.in ",=1 ob­
j«t choice. The oon",,'i,-ity again<t ...hich Smilb .rgoed h not 1I-Iich>el
W..ner'. idea of h..eronormativily, • p.rticola, mode of normativity, bo',
imtead, a more e..,.mive undersrmding of lbe problem of the oornuL'
lbi...p.n.ive ondmtmdiog of the normal e", leot.tivelr be uode..tood
a. the .ntiulopi>n. Smith'. UI< of tbe 'erm "omIol .poke aga;mt >traight
time, ...hich is laden ...i,h temporal oh.t><l", md eh.:lleng.. th., eosore
a em,,;n kind of qu«r f;¡jlure .....io"",tic fo, the qo«r U1bj«t ",d eol­
ledi'-;'y. Within .t..igh' timelhe qoeeccan oolr f.;l; lhu.,.o ...thetic of
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[,ilore c:;¡n be prodoclivelyocrupie<! by the qu«r .ni<! for the purpo"
of delin••ting .h. h"" th•• underli...t"-igh••im" me..ure. Th. politic.
of hilure .re .ooul doing som.thing .1.., .h.t i., doing ",me.hing .1..
in reL.tion to • ",me.hing tlul i. miuing in .Iraigbt timo'••Iw")" .Ir..d)'
tl.",,,,d t.mpor>! m;opping pr>etic., Thu., we think .ooul how Smith i. I.g­
.nrW¡ for "r.iling" lo .Im hi. 10ft perfomun«. on lim. md ke.ping .0­
di.n«. wiliing fur him '0 .merg.,'

Th. work of Jib< c.m.ron'. m P<="", Dyn..ty H..,db>g, iIlu,tat••
th. effic><y of • «rUin mode of qu.. r hilore, A mw<icim ..,d p<rform..,
CMIleron ere.led .h. eh.act., of O),,,,,.ty Hmdb>g in 2002. Dyn••ty
HIDdb.g ",n perlul" be.t be d.ocrib.d >JI • wrt of qu.i:sotic b.g L.d)'
dre..od in m OlJtlit tlut 'ppe." to b. ",m.thing of m .igbti.. fring<­
!>den ..,robies c",tome, Alw»~ poep.red to negoti.t•• thre.t, ooth re.1
bu. m",tly im.ginod, ohe w..... ,"mple<! b>ekpKk fi1l.d with .n.rgy
.nKu. Her con....,1 n.mes•••re the voic.. in hoc h..d. Non. of th.

Dy"".ty Hmdb>g perfocmmco. I luve w.tehed luJI been :rn .ctu>l [,il­
ore. Indoed, they h.ve .11 be.n fM from r..ilure. inmnoeh >JI th.y ha>'"
1.11 .udi.n«. of a1tem;o.i,,,, muUc, eoltm., .nd 'Hu.:lity .ppL.uding .nd
oven seemingly odifi.d. My own e>p<ri.n« ••• speet>.or .t loo.. perfor­
nun«. luJI b..n v.lo.ble preci..I)' b<c.o.. of .he mim.tic perfocm..,«
of. pe""n,' .poil.d rubjoclivily, who i. considered. lo..r, or ,"bbi.h,
woo refu"" to live by.., ootlid. rule,. 'Y..em of e.t'gori".tion th.1 eol­
.bral« th. nocm.I,..,d in"..d iMi'" on h., own ">lo.... coont.rcol­
to",1 heroin•. Dp....y H>ndb.g i, the ulopim oddb>1l pu .zcoll.nco.

In the 2006 p.rfo"""n« Hdlln " H""J"0K> tb. eh.ractor/p<"""" 0)'­
n..ty Hmdb>g ""I.g•• D.nt" I"fr"'o. Bul in thi. inferno lhe diff.rent
I.vel. ofhe1l repe...nt diff.rent ..pect. of lhe elur><ler '. life tlul ohe finds
dillicolllo n.goti.t., A. one level.h. i. eonfronled with V¡'iOM of cook­
i.., .nd ohe re.pond. with. mo.ic.J/d.nco noml><r tlu. i. com-inl), ..to­
«ted with. ponk .tho••lut eol.bral«. con,jn kind of nonm..lery th••
i, f,jlore, Dyn..ty H.ndb.g·. perfocm:rn« repre",nb. delib."'te f.ilore
to .ehieve m.lodic or ehore<>gr>phie confocmi.y. lmt••d, on .h. 1.,,,,1 of
m",,,,menl IDd ",und, "'''' .,,. • brilli..,1 offne... lh¡' ¡,. mod.lity ofb.ing
olf.cript, off P'g', which is no! lO moch • f,jlo,e '0 .uc«od .. il is • f.il­
ore '0 p>rticip.le in • 'Y'lem of valu.tion tlut i. predic.led on ..ploit.lion
md eonformity. lh. qo•., f,jlore ofO)=..), H:rndb>g>nd (oontie.. other
qu.. r p<rfo,m... i•• f.iluro tlut ¡, more n• .rly , refo•.:I or:rn <:Iup<.

In Bop, • p<rfornwKe eornmillioned by D:rnco "!he.le, Worishop in
»non-y IDW, th. voie.. in Dyn..ty Hmdb;og'. he>d get the 1><.. ofher. Th.
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Afm- Jaok 175

black tage 15 empty except fO! lirve smal\. bags see:n:ri.llgly scal:tered around
i.t The difter'fnt discarded bags begi!n to lalk to Dynast)' Handbag and dk­
rote hermovements and emolional positi:onilíty onsmge..&ch !lagspeah to
the fl'..z:zled pmtlgonist, md the various vokes play OVeT the theaters sowld
system. Th.e artist hersetf \'oic~s lhe v;uious monologues of sedudion. A
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brown I"P'" Ng th>l initWly com•• on """"t becom•• an inc",";ngIy
""hinO)' ;md demIDding bonom. Me, fi.... oedudng her, it denund. mo",
and mo", hmd-I»g peoetution. Sh< move> from ,lut ob;.ct reu'ionship to
a daner on. ""ith • black pwtic bago lha, ,obngkm.n' "arto off on a ve')"
»<!o-m.l>ochi.tk nole. In the fremoy of ,hei, Iund-I»g in'ercou"" • subtl<
boundary i. rro>s<d md !he buck Ng ,ioIentl)' reject. tI>< lupl." Dymsty
HUldl»& Sh. i. theo comfoned by a bl"" pwtie I»g ""ith a ch...y r.h
Briti>h >ecoo!. Th;, I»g .1 Imt comfort. he, but ,h.o .nempts 'o dr.g her
into • quagmire of ",If-pity ;md nihilim>. 5he tums """"J' lTom th. n<g>tiv<
blu< I»g 'o a d.nun<ling wbit. pJ..>tie I»g that aro 1><, 'o become v.nou.
ligu.....mbodied in dIDC', Dy,.."y becom... a lumip. a toil.t, ID<! Miek
]agge' with • d>gger, IDd .he <!mc.. h.. becoming in her prnirular >tyl<
of oonnustery. 5h. i. 'p»nu'ic ;md olightly ridirul0U5 in 1><, e..gg....led
movem.nt>, bul ,he .udienco "'mJ1 to "'n>< ,Iu, .he i. qualing wilb •
t...",fomutive potentuUty. lIeing IDd perfonn>livity mom.n'arily m.rg•
.. !he c"""'eler becom.. orher, becomiog h.""lf, emboong 1><, ..atu...
quirolic nudwonun, oddb.ol~ md u'opim. The cl<.r pJ..>tic Ng rewIDh
he, with • bile of!he peanut hune, 5IDdwich ,lut ~ coobino. Th. Ng t.11o
1><, th>, il insi... on p",••"ving th. fu,.." of tbe 'hing it SUIroUoo., mal­
ing it mo", ,..tUr>1. W.... tlut Dymsty HID<!Ng i. now enveloped with
tI>< ."",bling m... of lb. pwtic I»g 50 tlut h.. utopi;m im>gilUtion ;, newI)'

.""rgized md m>de new. In tlúo momeot • cerbin kind ofhopel..",e.. IDd
faHure b",al mom.n'arily ID<! open into a n."" "'I"""live mo"",o!.

Failure ;md hopel..'n m .tr;mge topie. fo, a book about utopio
md hopeo Yel [ ""an' to lbe failur. ;md bad ",otimenl> in D)n.",)·
HIDdbag·. ""O,... ""tive pon'ieal ",fu...:l. To m>k. ,hi. point Ilum to
particular mom.nt in philO5Opher Paolo Vimo'. A Grammo, oi rh, M"~
lilad,~ which .p.al, of ,h. emotion;¡1 .itualion of ,h. I""t-Fonli.l mo­
meol .. ch.u.cterilN by • corbio modo of "",bivaleoc<. Thi. "",bi,"­
I.nco l..d. 'o "bad ..ntim.nt,: A, Vimo pul>~, ,he emorional ,itualion
of th. moltilude 'oda)' i. th.l, of lb... b4d ..ntim.nt.. ""hich indud. "01'­
porturn,m, cynidun, ",dal iolegralion, in..lutlltibl. r«ID'ing, ch""rful
",.ign>tioo,"' Virno imagin•• th. "'''Y' in whieh tI>< ubo"" may e>1l on "'­
..ructured opportuni,m and <¡nid>m .. a ",rt of .oc.pe o, ..i' from ut.
upilali,m·. mmdat. to ""or!< .nd b. producti'''. Neg>'i'" ..n'im.n...uch
a. cynid>m, opponuni,m, d"l'.......oo, and bitchin....... ol1en :><en >S

",Iip.i.tic, individuali.tic, and m'icommun>l aff",tive ..""ce. >s><>dat.d
""i,h .n .molional ,on>n,y of hop.le..n , Yct lhe.. bad ..ntim.nt. 'ID
>ign>1 th. cal"'city lo l ...n",.nd hopel oe lh... ",otimenl> >s>ocut.d
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""i,h deopondence cont';n the potent;'li,y fo, ne"" mooe> of co1lect;"';,)"
l><longing in ditferen« .nd di..ent. lhe ""orl<er cm potenti>lly redi,ect
eynici.m, ""hieh lIl"J' l..d 'o. crilkality th., do« colbp'" inlo. po.t­
Foroi.1 .undud mooe of .lien;¡,ion.

Viro", lih othe, "'Tite....soc;'ted ""ilh Ihe ltalim proponen .. of 01'_
"a~"'o (worl<eri.m) .nd the Autonomi. mo..ment, mak...n .rgUIDent
'&,in.1 ""0'. itself. Opm¡i>las unde"Und ,hat e>pilali.m ;. • pmblem not
.impl)' b<c.u.. ""00,,, ue nploit«l bul al", b<c.,..e ""O,. has b«:ome
the domin;¡'ins condition of hum;1O lif•.' 0r",ui'lar do no' ....n' to uh
over lhe m«n. of p,oouetion; in.le><! they plan on r«lucins it. Wn.t
""""Id it mem, on an emo'ion.lleve!' to m.ke work not Ihe definins f..­
tu'e of ou, liY••?H"",' coold ",ch. proceJu,e be e>,ri«l out?

The .troteSy.t Ihe center of Opm¡i<m" i. deserib<d .. <XOOWl_' .t..t­
esr of refunl o, defection. lhi, mooe of reoi.lance .. refo..J o, ..cape
,..on.l", ""ilh mmy p.trero. of minorit";'n r",i.Unce 'o .trueture. of
social eommmd. Eumpl.. coold indude the Imp< of ese.polos)' lhat
D.phne Brooh h.. re«otly deseribe<! in h" boo. Bo<ii<, in Di»<>ll" o,
v'OOtIJI .et. of iIlega! boro.. «""inS' Re.1 0' .ymbolic """'p'" from
eharrel w,.ery .nd unophobic immigralion 1>w..... eumpl.. of • cert.in
mooe of e%oou., wWch i. politie.1 .ction ,h.t de><> no' .o'omatieally vec­
to, into. fu«l counteroiseoo... of ,,,,isunce,

Cynki.m, opponuni.m, .nd other b.d ..ntimento can b< re'pon... lo the
runeolemolional.ilu.tion, whieh many of o. inler..ted in the pmj«t of
..die.1 politict onde..und .. hOp<I...oe... Viroo', ,eim.gining of b>d
..n'imen.. help. U1 understand them •• ",melhing the worker cm u.. to
ese.p<.·~ ..n'imenl" e.n l>< critic>lly redeplo)'ed and function •• re-
fo.a1. of soci.l control nund.leo lhat b<come t,.",fu"n;¡ti,.. l><h.vio....

Dyn»ty Handb>g '. qo«, hilure i. no! an ....h..ie foilure but, in d,
• politie>l refu..J. lt i•• going off :<c'ipt, md Ihe ""ip' in this in.lance i.
the mand>te tlu, mak.. queer .nd oth" minoritarian cul'u...1p<rformen
""",. not fo, lhem..lv.. bul fo, di.lorted rulto...1We"""hy.

The Antidpat<>ry IlIuminatiorr 01 quee, Virltl""t~

The other <ide of ,he performance of f.ilure i. que<, vi,too.ity, F.ilure .nd
virtu05ily .... both equ.lly importan' "p<ct. of qu«, utopi. o, qoeer­
n..... utopian. Queer utop;' ;. • not just • foilu'e to ",Weye n",,,,,,ti,,,
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virtuooity; il i<.J00. virtuo.ity th;¡, i. 00m iu ,h. f... of f>.ilure wilhiu
..'>.ighl 'imi. me••u.... [u A G,",","", oj l¡'" Mwtilud, Virno .peili of th.
poteo'i.1 trnufo"n;¡'iou offered by virtuosity. A cerbiu moo.Jity of virtu­
o.ity off... m unp< from ••yst.mic m",d.t. withio c.p~.Ji.m to 1.1""
in urde, to produce. produe!." Although virtuo.ity (m uow be commoo­
ili.d lixe. ill.dition;¡l (ommodi'y, il uouethel... off." th. poleoli.1 fur.
«rUin esnpe O" >JI Virno puto it,.u ,xit. Virno ..pW"" how virtuooily
off.... cert.io d.fedioo from 00' curreol 'Y".m. ¡', loo, i< • going off
>crip!. Vi,tuo.ity d<buoks produeliou-b.",d 'J"lem. of v.Ju. th;¡t m;¡ke
lOOr!< ",d eveu cwtur.J produdiou drudg<ry md .Ji.u.le<! deb=m.o'.

Thi. mod>li')' ufqu"", virtuo.ity ."""'" "p<ci.Uy ..¡¡.o, io th. ',h",,'­
m ...• h.rmouiutioo of M)' B.m.rnn. The .piril of Smilh e>u b. .eeu ••
m mim.tiog pre",uce io th••1>OO"'te m,tum.. md duign of My Bu­
b.,;,u. lh. woodl",d f,olicxiug of Put"" IUgllls ",u p<riup. b. ",eu •••
molempo""y Y<'ooo ofJ«x Smith'. F1o,"i"l: C ....ulU'N doo•••• mu.i­
c.J, My B.m.ri",·, iut.....t iu. m)"lhie prn, ,lu.l of Arthuri>u Ie¡;.od, uot
uolihJ.á Smith·. investm.ut io Adm'i<, ««'es ulop;,u deployrn.uts of
th. prn iu th. ""vice of criliquiug the pre",nt fu, ,he ultim.le pu,po'" of
im.giuing • futuro ,lu.t i. uuim.giu.bl. iu oorm;¡tiY< or .tr>igh' tim•.

lu ,h. mu.ic.J ,ideo Posa" RJi:hl, (lOO6) 'h.... yooug people .... my'­
t.rk>mly IUmmoued to lh. wood. by oom. g,..t myst.ry. Atie,. cut, th.
mH.div••m.rges >JI ""xe<! mythologie>l b...ts. Wemng oo'hiug bu'
plu.hy m..b of red, yeUow, ",d blu. ')'Uthelie fu"~ th. group i. oude fmm
th••hooldm down, couveying.u .Im",t comic.l ,·.udeviU.-lih ve"iou
of th. philooophic.J n'egory of th. Nre Iife. lh.i, uud. d.uce i•• delib­
."'te perform",ce of ,tudied .wkwarou... , th••t,etch, wobble, md pirou-
.ne p.rformiug m ....hetic of .imult>u",,,, f.ilure md virtuooity. lh .
dilfe ...o' bodies, ''''.., mize<!-r... m.o .ud oo. wWt. ",..,m;¡u, pl.y th .
mythic.J md ....miugly prim.1 b...ts. Th. ,id", morph. 'g>in, with th.
mH.«i.. turniug iuto fuuky qu""r u",hippiu who Iiler.JI)· d.uce .rouud
• m;oypol. md hug t,,,,,.. lh. inlemci.1 quee, hippie collective eOg>g" iu
• wood1>ud .ing->Ioug .. ,bey puff 00 wh.l."""",lo be. m;¡riju.n.l cig>­
...n., Sono lh.... i. ",othe, .run, .ud th. I..y' collectiY< m;¡rchu 'hrough
• 'uooe! holding sigo. ,lu.t ..J 'Our God.le.. G.Y< Birth lo You, God'
md ·Witch F,,,,,dom' (. ph, th., IOuod.lih ·which fr""dom; .liu-

gu;,tic moY< ,lu.t ••101 '" to cou.ide< th. v.riou••bu... of th. term j""do,"
iu curr.ol U.s. domutic ""d fu...igo I"'licy), A. 'hey mm:h io ,hi. music>l
m",..meol they ",ic•• li.t of P'g'" d<m;¡u.u th.llud,,), .uuouuce. quee,
utopi""i.m llu.t cooo'm th. d• ..J-.ud t.ml"'rility of .tr>.igh' time:
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, o.fy lb. Ch".ti.m.
l D..... in ,,""lo
3 5><,"<0 with J'gni'Y

4 Anointr<""hodr

5 T.n lb. futu..
l> R..p"")'OU' mo<h..

7. Follow r<"'''pin<

lbi. potfo'lIlIDC< inugin... 'ime and pl"e oul>ide ,he >lul'ifying huid
uf th. p......nl b)' colling on • mythic.1 ¡=' whe.. we e>n indeM im.gin.
'M defying of Ch.i,,;'n toulil";..,im>. ",he... "''' 'pin in concen'nc d.­
d .. ,h>t defy line.. l"Sic. ",he... on" OWII ego i. ucnficed fo•• coH.«i,,,
digni'Y. where qu.ec bodi.. recei,,, di,ine ."oin'ment, whe ... ,he fulu ... i•
• «ively inugined, whe ... OUt d)ing n.tur.:! world can he revi,'«!• ."d once
'sain. ",he... collec'ivelr we !oHm< OUt .pin15.

TIt, GclJ," Ag< i•• perform."ce by My B.m..ri>n th>, tb.e group d.­
mihe•••• po>!eoloni>1 ffiWlic.l. dwelling on ,he ru>lo'}' of ,he .!>ve .nd
drug '~e•. lb. prn revi.it.d in une ¡=tiro;" musk.:! numhe. i. devoled
'u tb.••lroci'r uf eh>ttel ,¡.."'Y. Ailing lhe m.wc.:! qu..lion ·Who put 'he
gold in the gold.n .ge?" My B>rb.,.¡.., iIlumin>'e. tb.e hi.loncal .lrocity of
,h. '¡.ve trade by inquinng in'o th. economic underpinning of Europ..n
imporWi.m. In th••eyent.en,h."d eighleenth cen'un.. th. Du'ch "'"...
e.....melr "live in th. A,l>n'ic .nd lr>o:Ii." O«.n .m·e trade., .nd fo••
'ime in ,he «venteen,h ctnlu'}' 'he¡' oomin.ted ,h. A,iID,ic iliYe trade.
Al'huugh ..,me people migh' •.., th. perform."ce .. m.iing lighl uf .1,,'­
e'Y. ",h>t ;, ><lu.J1y h>pponing i•• ""'¡'¡wli"" uf the p.,t. lbi., tno, .....,­
n.l", wilh Smith'. explur>lion of. p••llifeworld,- lb. crueW dilfe...nce.'
,h;, momen' ;, ,he "'''r in which Smitb. visit. hi, m)1hica! ¡=t with ru.-
'onca! r",onance• ."d !>Ir furb.,.¡.., .<Id "" ." elided impen':! hi,tory,
To >I.t. boldl)' through virtu""ic h>rmon)' th>, iliYe'}' i, • found.'ion>!
.ouree of New Wo.ld ."d Europe'" w..lth i. lo poinllo tb.e viol.nct of
imperWi.m'. ''''Y un<lerpinning<. Fin.:!ly, 'o ..k th••udienc< 'o do 'he
.lave d."ce, •• !>Ir B.rb.ri." do«, i. to c.JI on lhem lo pul th.m",lv.. in
,h••bjected oh"". of th. d"", lbe tb..... co... memben of Mr Barbari..,
e.eh 'ry out vinuooo dmce m",,,. ,h>t indooe dilforenl old-schnol b k-

dance numbe"••pinning .nd ..,m. locking .nd popping. lbe ",1"" ...
me..,'to beekon ,h. memb.n of tb.e Am5leruam .udien« 'o ;oin tb.em
on>l.ge. lb. potforlIlIDC< .ttemp" 'o interrupt • pmicuLu quolidi>n
mipt in tbe imporW hi.lo'}' of tb.e Du'ch .m'e 'r.d. ,h.t ¡, olton elided,



Muñoz, Jos? Esteban. Cruising Utopia : The Then and There of Queer Futurity.
New York, NY, USA: NYU Press, 2009. p 201.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/unalbog/Doc?id=10425196&ppg=201

Copyright © 2009. NYU Press. All rights reserved. 
May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted
under U.S. or applicable copyright law.
 

25/04/2011 Cruising Utopia : The Then and Ther…

…unal.edu.co:2127/…/docPrint.action… 39/40

l.BO Aher J<lck

As the audience memibers attempt to move' like the perfonners they are
askoo lo join in amimetic pradke that al f1rst might simply Sieem to !be
playfnl hut adually demands .m embodied oücupation of mslori:c..l mem­
ory that has !been elided !by th.e Dutch postcolollial. ,colldition.

Kalup 1'5 Waitling

1 have be.en ch.arting two !in,es of Smithian inHuence tlrrough areading of
mntempoF.lry perfo[man~.A üertain killd of qlleer failme that themati:z.es
queer tempornlity has: been pmvitsiollall}' ótSSigned to DYllasty Handibag,
and 1 have heurislicaUy tag,ged My Harbarian wIth the' tag ofqueer "irtll­
osity. 1 could certainly switch lhe len:ns of analysis: and describe' My Bar­
barhm's Smilhian iáilllfe alld Dynasty Handbllg's weird Smithian utopiall
virtuosity. ]n the' work of artist Kalup Linzy '''''e can see botA of thes,e lines
dearl.y illterh..-inillg. Linzy wellrs a fresh minimalist dmg that oftell does
llot amoullt to much more than a dancer'g leotani an occasionaJ !baby dol1

M}' J)¡JJDari¡¡n, fmm ns p~.rformm;:e GoIdm Ag~ {200' l. Copyright My IhrharlJJl. Courl 5)'

St4!"l! 1'1J![JI1!r Cr:ml:emp!J'T¡¡r~, tos Ang~les,¡md Ihe ;lrt~15.
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AftEt-lillak IB1

Kalup Un:z}'!; ml!lm Ollo/ p~rfonnlll1.ce at S~\feet Lornine's, New Orleam. Court~, cfArt
Prcdmtion Fum:l, New York. lO 2008.

d[\ess, a.\'iig, and a flower in her h.ai:r~ 'Ihe Flori.da.-born Hnzy is a tall and
fonnidable presence but nonethele!>S. performs a certai:n femimne small­
ness and vulnerabilirty that iti r~miniscent of drag lu:minaries suC:h as Vagi­
nal Davis. Like· Davis¡ Linz,y perfonns lhe vulnerable and sometimes sassy
Iittle lady. 'Ihe fuilure in Lillzy's. video and performance work is evident
on the level of narr"3l:ive. So much of irt is about tricks gone bad and lovers
who treat her b<lidly. And the virtuosity is dearl.y evident on the level of
her pm'ierful vocal pe.rformances. She' is an exvellent singer, al10d her mu­
sicresonates beyond the register of parody; .Afier her perfonnances alld
screeniogs 1 am ofien left thinking:¡ "Wm"í she canreally sing." A particu­
lady stin:ing show stopper is her song 'A!>Shole·;' in wh:reh s.he calls out a
suitor who has done her wrong. On alyricallevel she perfectly describes a.
state' ofaflective'renunciaUon, but on the sonk levelthe song also adrieves
a degree ofmastery that \...-e assodate with virtuosity;

Tavia yong'o [\ecently pr~sented an excellent paper that consi:ders Lin­
lis song cyde SWf:etbury So ~'Id 2008). Ll In that p.aper yong~o suggests
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'" A/t...¡.d

th.1 we loc.te Un,y'. wor\; io lhe re.1m of DelemeID nusochi.m. lJ>ing
Del.u", he de><:,ib•• Un,y'. ·coo.lell.lion uf m.>oehiun· .. foregroond­
ing w>ilin¡;, lingerin¡;, .nd b.d,wardn.... lbe ""ng cyd. f••tur.. the clw-­
.cte, of T.iw.n, wbu ¡". '<jecled. mmÍ>ge p'opo...1b)' her bo)fri.nd.
Aft.. lhi. rejection .h. pin•• and mom. fu, • son of fulfillmen' ,h.t .h.
neve, .chi""•. lb;' w.nting IDd w.iliog in Un')' i•• good e..mple of th.
power of longiog th., [ !uve b..n .nempling to de><:,ibe 'hroughout ,hi.
book. res, 00 on. level T.iw.n ju.t w;ml>. good fuc\;, but when w< look
.1 ,hi. looging project.d ou' on • ",reeo o, .n.cted on ••ta&" "''' ..., it >JI
more; w< ... ~ col1ectively ... d••i", fo, ,h. good lif. t1ut we !U," been
d.ni.d io .lraight lime. eho\;e hold. W••re leti w.iliug bul vigil;lOt in ou,
d..i.. fu, anolhe, time t1ut i. no' )"t h....

Un')' shool> m",t of hi. vid.o. in hi. Brook1yn .p.rtm.nt, md Ihi.
o<tting cert<tinly ,emiud:! u. of th. world cre.led b)' Smilh in hi. SoHo
loti. lbere i•• t,;m,form.live fu,ce in K;¡)up Lin,y'. woJi< ,!ut i••o re.o­

nan' wilh Smith'. wo,\;. Jn 10th ca«<, individu.1 interio, dwelliog openJI
up IDd becom... 'P.ce of quee, po»ibilily and ,«ru.elion. And ,here i•
• lot of w<titiog in K.lup'. 'p.ce, ju" .. Ihere "'... miling iu Smith'.loft.
W.iling here mean. b.iog out of tim., o, .11.." oul of • line", m.pping
th.1 i••t,<tigh' tim•. Smith i. more ,h....di" ""hu m",.. hi••udieuce
w.it, >JIking lhem lo f«l ""h.1 w.iling ¡, Iik., ""h.1 il;, lih not 'o !U,"
time .1 oni. di!po...l. Oue re500rce fu, .urviving w<titiog in Jac\;', 10ft W>JI
Iigh'ing up' joinl. Dru8" h>ve often olf.red qu""",, ,esourc•• fu, neg01i­
.Iing ou, oul-of-lim.lin.... Bu' Un,y'. "".iting i. definitely. nusochi"
w.iliug, •• Nyong'o Ius "'gued. And it <ti.., i. ,h. ideali"'s w<ti1ing; it i•
•zp«t;¡nt md anli<ip.to,)" .nd here i. wh.re w< might find some of th.
Smilhim force of the wor\;.

N.., ,he end of Nyong·o'. p.pe' he ..b. re<tily import;ml qu.>!ion
th.1 [mnt to t;¡\;e up her•. H. woude","1:I th ..,m.thiug bL.ck iliout
w.itiog?" He parli.Uy m!we" by ...ying ,h.t th i, cert>inly somcthing
f"",mar .hou' "".iting fo, hL.c\; peopl•. Bu' f,om my I.n. [ would .n­
>we, my col1..gu., qu,",lion ""ith • re..,unding ye<. lbere i. somcthing
blac\; .bou, w<ti'ing. And lhere i• ..,m.thing qu.." Lltino, .nd tr>nJlgen­
d...boul "".ilinl\- Furthe,more, th... ;, something di..hled, lndigeooWl,
A.im, pon', and.., forth iliout w>iling. lhoo< ""ho w<ti'.re th"". uf u.
""hu.re out oflim. in .11...1 'wo "'':lJ''- We h... been e..t out of<t,<tigh,
tim.s rb)-thm, .nd we h.ve m..J. world:! in ou, t.mpor<ti and sp.li.1 con­
figur>tiOflJl. Cert>inl)' Ihi. wou1d be Ihe lime of po"coloni<tiity, bu' ~ i•
•1.0 clip lime O" lih th. old jok. w••lill Uo<, CPT (colored peopl. tim.).
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Jt •••m, like lh. olh.r'.lime i• .1m)" otr. OIien we ... lh. first on•• ,h.re
md the [.'" lo l...... lhe ....nli.1 poin' her. i. th., o", t.mpo...lili...re
dilferen' md ootlid•. lhey.re pr>etice<! f.ilore .nd ,irtu<»ic. In on. re­
cenl video K.lop Un<y ,iIB 00 Olio R.edding '. "Dock of th. B>y" by .ing­
iog .ooul .ining on the .dg. of ,h. mu,h. Sh. i. ritring md w>iling, but
h., po« ¡, ..p.et;onl, d";ring, .nd mlirip.lory in lh. queere'l ulopi;on of

"',.
lh••iu.do.... of J><k Smilh', hOp<l... hupefulne.. louch.. quee, 1"'­

form;once;ond perform.tivity 'od>y. Smith ....>•• ,inuooo .nd. f>ilure in
lh. mo.l poign.¡n' ;ond .ublim. """Y" Dyn»ly H.ndb.g. My B.m.rnn.
md K.lup Lin<y .re th"", qu'" "l. Ih.1 flou,i,h .1 ,hi, pmirul.r hi,to,i­
ul mom.nt of hupel.."'.... lening u, im.lgin•• in much lh. w>y Smilh
did, ID uup< from thi, world llut i. m i",i,t.nce on molhe, time .nd
pl.ce ,h.t i, 'imulbn.ou.I)· no! )... hore bul .bl. to b< g1impsed in ou,
ho,ilOrL
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Conclusion

"Take f'5ta5Y wirh Me"

W¡ MUH VACAH the he"."d now ro, .Ih.n ."d lhe"" lndi­
vidlL>llrn>>p<>rn "e in.nffid.nt W. n.e<! '0 ''W'S' in • coll.ctiv. lem­
po",1 di.tortion. We n.e<! '0 "'p on' of th. rigid conceptlL>liulion th.lt
i, ••tr>igh. p",,,,n•. In thi. book ¡ h"" "P'e<! th.l. qo""m... i. not ¡"t
h.",; .h"" "''' mo" .!m)~ 1>< fo.o", bound in ou, desi,.. ."d desig=
lb. fnln", i•••p.ti.1 ."d lempo",1 d..tin.tion. Jt is .:1>0 molher pl.c., if
"''' I><li"" H.idegger, who "gu.d .h.t Ih. lempo",1 i. prio' lo lbe 'l'''i.L
\Vh.1 "''' n..d lo lom< i. th.1 queem i. not yet h.", but it .pp,=h..
Iik•• c",.hing mve of poleoli.lity. And e mu1l gi'" in to il> propolsion,
il> .t..o d.,tin.tion. Willingly we let 0",,,,1v.. f""l queem.sú poli,
knowing i something.1oe .h.t w. <:Ul f""l, th.1 "''' mn.1 f",,\. W. mu.t
t.k••cshsy.

lb. lid. of Ibis conc1",ioo i. lilied from indio pop 1l." Ih. M..gn.tic
Field., Snng by th. wond.rfnlly l.ngnid St.pl><n Merrit<, the b."d'. I••der,
th••ong...,d ~. titul." requ.1l conld ceminly 1>< h.m:! .... c.:11 to submi.
to pl....."'. bolb ph.rmac."'ic.1 ."d c>mll. And let u. hope th.1 lbey cer­
t..inly m.m .t l...t both tho", thinp. But ...h.n lli,len lo tbi. song I h...
•omething .1"" o, mo,e oe..,Iy, 1 f..l >omerhing el... A .....ve oflu,), emo­
tio"" ",...he. over m., IDd oth" m• .rungo ro, th. word mI"'}''''' keyed.
lb. g.o<le,-n.nlr>! >oog·. odd",.. ,esonal.. qu.erly ..nd perform... certain
kind oflonging fo, .. something .Ioe. Might il be .. cill fo, .. cemin kind of
trrnJlcend.nce? Or is il in f..ct >om.thing more? lb. Magnelic Fi.lds.",
.siing o. to perform .. (ertain ".Iepping oo." with th.m, lb.1 ".t.pping
oo.' ...ould hop.fully indud•• nigllt on .h. town, bn. it could ...,d m.yl><
.honld 1>< som.thiog mo'e. Going back .hrougll ,eligion ..nd philo>ophy
"''' might thin\; of ••t.pping out of .im• ."d pL.ce, le.."ing the here ..nd
nm< of .t"'igll••im. for • lben ..nd • lhe", .h.t migllt b. qu"", fu.nrity.

S';n. lb.",.ú ",.t.uy, mOlt m.mor..bly .igruled io Lor.n", Ber­
nini's m>rble sculpture, h.• .......d ...1>< vi.u.! sign of .muy lor m.,,)'

,.
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186 Cond""on

ChrrnWu. lhe .tfediw l..nspon ehi.<led io h.. b« connot... kind of
"pIUre lhi, ¡,." enlh,.Jled countle.. speel"on, lt repre..nl•• 1e.viog of
..If fo, .omelhing l.uger in ,he form of di,;nily. Plotinu. de><:,ibed lhi.

form of ecs\"Y" God'. help lo re.eh God .nd p"""" him. In P101inus,
God re>eh.. mm beyond al1 r....,n md giw. him a kind of luppine..
lhal i. «"a.y.' In .emin.,- XX, Lae.., looh lo llernini'••rulp'ure •• lhe
mO>! eompelling eLlmple of wlul he ,.11. Ihe Olhe, o, feminine jo";.­

...,«.' Ecsla.y md ;""i•...,« thu. l>oth "'p,..enl .n iodividLl.lli.lic m",..
",,"ide ofthe .el[' Th..e u"'g" ,..onal.. wilh lhe life of Ihe lerm mIo,!
in lhe hi'lory of philooophy. Elsta,,,, in the mden' Gre" (,x"tar< in lhe
Latin), meID. "'o "IDd" o, Oto be ""t outoide of ooe..lf; 'x me.rung
"ou," .nd sta,;' m..ning ".t.md: GeoeroUy lhe term h.. mem'. moo. of
eoolemplalion o, coooci"".ne.. tlu, i. not ",lf-eod""ed, ¡=licub,1y in
regm:l to heing eonocio", of ,he o,he,. By the time "'.. get lo pheoomenol­
ogy, eopeci;dly Heidegge', "'.. encount... ye"ion of being ""l.ide of one­
..If in 'ime. In Báng a"a Tim, Heidegge' retlem 00 lhe .eti';'y of timeli­
ne...nd it. relalion 'o ,bMi>Ch.' Knowing «.la.y i. h.,.ing a .en.e of
limelioe," molion, 'omprehending a temr:rol uni')', which indudes lhe
prn (hiving-been), ,he fu'ure (,he not-yel ,md lhe p,esenl (,he millng­
presen'). Thi. tempoully "libro'e<! ideo of e"l..y eool';n. the po'en'ial
lo help u. eocounl.. a que.. lempoulily, a thing ,h.t is nol ,he line..­
ily lhal m;¡ny of us hive beeo c.lling .tr';gh' time. While di.ru"¡ng lhe
Moolre.:l-I=ed b>nd u.bians on Ec"..y, H.:Ibentam poiol.lo Ihei, mo­
bili".lion of que.. 'empor.olil)' thr""gh ,hei, ,h""gh, experiment of im;¡g­
ining l..biln hi"ory .. if il "",re on ecsl'''y, He", 'hey «rl';nly mem lhe
drug MOMA, bul lhey.:loo mem ID ec.l.,ic 'empor.olily. k; llilbe"wn
e.plical.., Ihei, e1ectronie eoven of eame.l l..bUn mlhem. remne lhe
p,,! lo reim.gine a ne"" lempor.:lily.·

The ".leppiog oul" ,lut lhe M.gnelic Field, ",og'. tille re<juestJ,lhi.
plaintiye "Talre Ec.l..y with Me," is a re<ju,,! to ""P oul of Ihe he", .nd
now of ",.ighl time. Lel u. briefly eon<id.. the "'ng'. inYit>'ion, loc.ted
in it. Iyries. lt begin. wilh • hiving-been: "You u.e<! lo ilide down the e..­
pe'e<! .lai.. ¡ O, down the bmi.l« / You stunered lih. K.:IeidOKOpe /
'c.u.. you Imew '00 mmy wonlJ¡ / y"" use<! lo m.J<e ginge, bre.d
h""",.¡ We uoed to hiw t>1l'y pullo." AAe, lhis hiving-been in the fOIm
of ferund rom;¡nticized ehildhood i. rendered, "'.. he", the song'. eho­
ru., ""'ieh eon,';n. lhis invit>tioo 'o "ep "'" of lime wilh Ihe .pe.lre,/
.ingor: "T>ke e"h.y ",,;lh me, b.by I T.ke e"'laJIy wilh me." Wheo we
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Condu_ '11

firn he., Ihi. im,~.lion it 5«m. lih it i. merely. beckoning to go Nck
to thio idulized h>ving-been. Bul then the p",..nt (.he m;oking-p",..nt)
io inmked in the ooug'. nen fe... line., line. th.t fi..t .eem lo be .l>out fu,­
tI... de.mbing Ihe mythic I"'.t but on el",.. li"ening l<legraph • p>inful
in>!>nt from the p,eoent: "You h.>d. bbck .u"",' mobile / We dIO'" out
und.. the northem light./ A mdk.. bonle S"'" you thu....<cuon eyeo /
We got be.t up ju.t fo, holdins Iund.." Did the vodla si.e !he .ong '••d­
d,eo..., r.ceuon 'Y..1 Or ..... it the bonle deployed in;on oct of "';oleu«1
C..t.inly",,, mow llut tn. p",..nt being deoc,iW in tI.. oonS i. on. in
...hieh "'".'" "b..t up ¡mt fur holdins Iund... At thi. point "''' h• .,. the
IrriGOI ",f..iu diffe",ntly "Tn. ff""y 'oVith me. b>by / T.k. ecot»y with
m•." Th. weird. qni'l:y po¡> .ong tn.. on the .ff.ctiv. c><iene. of. "irrins
qoee, mth.m. (A <o"" of thi••ons by the .l«t,onie <!>neo oct chk chk
chk did b'ietly n.eome. d;on«-tluo, .nthem.) T.ke ecot»y 'oVith m. thWl
becom... "'qo••1 to .tmd oot of time togeth.,. to re,;.1 tI.••tultifying
t.mporility;ond timellut i. uol 00.... th.t i...tu..ted ...~h violence both
.,.;",..>1;ond .motio",,!.. lime tlut i. uol queeme... Queem..... lime i.
the lime of «.t..y. Enl..y i. qu••m..... "'''Y' We mow time !hrough the
fi.ld of the .!fecti.., .nd :Uf«t i.lightly bound to lempoodity. But lel WI

tn. «.t..y logether... tI.. M.gnetie Fiekb roque.!. Th.t mUM goinS
beyond the >ingol>r .h.nering tlut • ve ..ion of ;Uui..me••ugg..!> o,
the t,m'por! of Chri>tim "'piure. Tillng «.t..y wi!h one molh«, in ..
""'n)' w"J"" p""ibk e>n pe,lup. be ou, be.t w')' uf .n.cting. quee,
time th.t ¡, 001 y.t h.", but nonethele...Iw")"' polenti.:lly d>wnins,

T.kinS .obJIy with on••nother i. m invit.tion•• ",!l. to. then-.nd­
th..... not-)"t-h.",. FollowioS thi. book'. rhythm of cro..-tempor>1 com­
p.,;'on, I off., le.bi>l\ poet E1izw.th Bi.hop'. invit.tion lo h., ...unch
.pin.t., m.nto, M.,imne Muorr to "com. fi)ing':

1m;'.',," lo Al;» M",","", Al""",
From BrooUyn, o',enh. BrooUy" Bridge, ou ,h•• fi ... mo,,""f,o

p...... como Armg.

In • dooo of"". püo ch.micill.
p...... como Armg.

to <h. "p;d rolli"~of<h nd. of .....Ublu. Jrum.

do-K.nd'n~ou' of <h ko...1..y

o .., ,h. ghtt.rin~ g,znd".nJ ofh,..oo._w"...
p...... como Armg.'
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, .. Cond""on

lb. n." few lin•• de""ib. th. 'Í>''' th.t th. two poel' w",,1d tr;¡,,,,oe, th.
multitud. of rl.¡;o they w",,1d l>ehold on shi¡n. Bi.hop ,ef." to !>loo",'•
•ign>tu", th'e<-comered P.u1 Reve", h.t .nd h., poinly bl.ck sho.., m;ok­
ing the .dd",...!llhe mo", p<"on.1 .nd highlighling !>loo",', own quee,
.nr>V.g:me<. lbey w",,1d "mounl" th. m;ogic>l Uy wilb wh.>.t Bishop c>ll•
• rulu....1heroi.m, Our qu"", dyrwnic duo would th.n fly ove, "lbe .c-
cid.nt., above Ihe m>lign>nt m",·i lbe llliGlb> .nd inj",lic...Il;uy:
lbi. rlighl i•• 'p<'Ct.de of qu"", t n'l"'rt mad. I)~ic. E>eh .l.;¡nza el"",
with th. invil.;¡tion to come tlying, lb. la,t two .Ian= .'" "p<d.Uy poi­
gnant fo, my th..i"

W;,h Jyn..';.. of""~;.. <oo>trucho",
J."loninS.nJ dy",S """'00 you,
with lIT"",m" dat ,udJenly tum, .nJ ,h;".,

hk. fl",,1<o of..nJp;p<" flying,
plN.. ,<>m. ~y;ng.

Com. "lo • hsh' '0 th. wh;" """lo"i ,ky,
como hk•• .uyhm. 'o"""

with • IonS unn.hul"". ""o of wonh.

from HrooUyn, ovo, th. BrooUyn Bridg., on ,h;, n"" morn'ng.
plN.. ,<>m. ~y;ng.'

Jt i. importont to nole th.1 the po<m'. 1••1 f.,. lin...nnoun« th. tlight'.
d..'irution .. not determinedly "",t;,1 but in.t.ad .. t.mpo,>I: "thi. fin.
moming: K.lhryn R. K.nt ¡,., wrin.n e>",fully .bout the complic.t.d
cro..-gener>tiorul bond bet,...n th. two wom.n th.>.1 .,,,ntu.n,. 1ed to
• oo,t of di..ppointm.nt ",h.n !>loo,.. moth.. (",-¡th whom .he lived)
l>eGlme an ",,,,,,,ching iollu.nc. in h.. Iife .rid o wh.lmed th. id.n-
tilic.lo'1 .rotic. bet",,,.n th. two gre.t po.t..' (A. I h m;oinlained, di.-
.ppointment i•• big part of utopian longing.) K.nt ..pl>i'" the w"Y' in
which Bishop'. wort oignaled • que<, di",,,,,ne of invil.;¡tion th>t did not
.ub>ume th. other bul "''O. i",lud >dditiv•. Two othe, queer ghooto ",ho
tl",t 0"" th. bridge .... W.11 Whilm.n .nd H>,t Cr>n., both of whom
"'~ole monumenlal po<lruI .bout the bridge md wh>t ~ '<p",oenteJ.
Bishop .nd Moo", "'''''' both conyenanl about th>t wo,k md th. quee,
int..t••t llut "''O. being ",nder«!. On. e>n p<rn.l" .1.0 dedpher th. li,'­
ing p'"",n« of writer S.mu.1 R. Delany ho..ring. H. ;, lhe .utho, of"Al­
I>nt;,: A ModeI19H:. h>unting "'0'1 llut medit.te. on hi. own bmil)'
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Condu_ ,..

hiuory .. it i. jnternced wilh C..ne's biog..phy .nd hi. ",btion.hip with
th. Brooklyn Bridg•.'lh. point i. th.l th. roem i!self j. poiS«! .1 • de"".
cono«til"e >ite in the North Americ.n qu... inugüution, lh. B,coklyn
B'idg< .nd cro..ing tI>. n...,.rgu;obly boIh "'''Y', "'p",..,nts th. pouibil­
ity of qu.., t""'port, I"l"ing th. h.", and o"",' fo, • th.n and lhe"" lhWl,
1 look.t Biroop'. po<m .. b<ing iIluurati...., of. qu... utopiani.m llut
is b)' ib v.ry "",to,,, ><Iditil"., like tI>. converg<nce of p.... p",><ol, .nd
foto", th.. 1 h•...., disco..<d lhroughoul tru. book. lhi. conv'rg<ne< i. tI>.
"'Y me.ning of lhe ec.t..ie.

Th. po<m, lih lhe pop song. i••1", • uniqu••nmpl. of th. conc",t.
otopiani.m fo, which [ .m c.lling. Bi.hop d"". nol "",rl)' rnguco.1t th.
imit.tion; .he d ••rl)· u.t•• tlul th..e ;oro "dp,",sri•• of n'g.>ti'.., construc­
tio", / duhning .nd dying .,ound yoo." But thi. jnvit"ion, thi. pi••• i.
nud< de.pite lhe cru.rung fere. of lhe dyrusty of lhe he.. IDd now. lt i.
m imit.tion to d..i", ditR",nt1y, to de';", mo"'. to d••ire !>en...

Crui'i"K Utopia ..n oltim.lely!>e ",><l •• an invit.tion" p.rfomuti''''
provoc.tion, "unife.to-Iik••nd ..,deol, it i....11 to think .bout 00' Ii....,.
md time> diff.",ntly, to 1cok beyond • narrow ,..,rnon of tI>. h..e .nd
now 00 wruch '" nuny MOUnd WI ""ho "'" beol 00 th. no,nuti,.., count.
Utop" in lru. book Iu. be<o .ooul.n insisteo.. on >om.thing .!se. >om.­
thing !>en... >om.thing <u",ning, [ otR, lru. book ... re",ure. fo, th. po­
Iitinl im.gin.tion. lhis lest i. me.nt to ..,....., .. ",metliing of • fiight plm
fo,. coll<cti...., polilinl b<coming. lh••• p.g•• luve d.>crib<d ...th.tic
md political puelic•• tlut oeed to b....n .. n......'Y mod•• of .t.p­
ping out of tru. p¡".. and limo lo som..rung full.., v..t... mo'" ><n.ual.
md bright... From .Iur<d critical di.uti.f.elioo w. ;uyj,.., .. coH.ai,..,
pot.nti,~ty.
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