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Preface

WHY THIS BOOK?

It was a crisp March morning in San Francisco. I was milling
about the registration area of the OutWrite 91 Lesbian and Gay
Writers” Conference, clinging to my coffee as I nervously eyed the
crowds of my literary idols. Although largely out of place amongst
these famous writers from across the country, most of whom took
comfort in their polite dismissal of bisexuality, I felt certain that
some force had drawn me to this gathering for a reason. Amidst the
crowd of famous faces I spotted my friend Brad Robinson, a com-
rade in bi-queer struggle. Bubbling with enthusiasm, he told me that
he thought the time had come for a book addressing the politics of
bisexuality—and that we should create it together. Certainly it was a
book I longed to read myself. And so, taking a deep breath, not
certain what I was getting myself into, I impulsively said yes. Thus
this anthology was born.

Bisexual dctivists were craving a book that moved beyond the
“bisexuality 101" level of discourse. Anthologies such as Bi Any
Other Name (Hutchins and Ka’ahumanu, 1991) validated our expe-
riences. Empowered by that support, out bisexuals were now ready
for a body of literature that would challenge our thinking, formulate
new bisexual political theory, document our activism in print, ana-
lyze our different organizing strategies, and provide a vision of
future directions. We were outraged at the constant, intentional
omission of bisexuality in gay/lesbian communities, HIV educa-
tion, and hip hetero hangouts. We vowed to give voice to the theo-
rists and political thinkers of the bisexual movement, to enrich the
blossoming arena of bisexual writing.

As editors, Brad and I complemented each other well. He pro-
vided fearless initiative while I played the role of cautious, linear-
thinking Virgo, and we grew tremendously. But in January 1993
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Brad withdrew from the project, and I couldn’t fathom carrying on
by myself. The success of the anthology was a product of our
partnership; it seemed impossible for me to fill that gap alone.

Ironically, the contract offer from The Haworth Press came dur-
ing this time of uncertainty, perhaps one of the many signs indicat-
ing my path. Bi folks everywhere told me in no uncertain terms that
the book had to go on; that there was a world of people waiting for
it to appear on the bookshelves. So easy for them to say! The weight
of that responsibility sat like lead on my shoulders. Yet their words
hit home. Like it or not, the book was bigger than just my life and
would outweigh this narrow little time of crisis.

Weeks before the March on Washington (for Lesbian, Gay, and
Bi Equal Rights and Liberation) in April 1993, I spent a pensive
weekend on retreat with other Bay Area bi activists. I looked to the
fearless waves of the Pacific Ocean for guidance, and returned to
anthologyland with a new plan. If the community wanted this book
so badly, then the community would have to help piece it together.
In this spirit came the idea for our editorial staff—a team of authors
and other community members who would each be responsible for
a part of the work. The astounding community effort that followed
has carried the book through to its current incarnation.

COLLECTIVE VISIONS

This collection of essays represents many visions: my own,
which flowed into the editing of each piece and formulated the
initial structure of the book; the individual visions of each writer;
the collective visions of the associate and assistant editors and pro-
duction staff who formed a most amazing bisexual thinktank; the
contributions of many bisexual activists and friends who gave me
endless feedback and suggestions; and the web of communication
amongst contributors who shared their writing and ideas with one
another.

By no means is this book a definitive work. It is at best a starting
point, scratching the surface of our movement. Its limitations are
vast. Its composition underscores a shortcoming of the bisexual
movement itself: in particular, that the majority of players are white,
middle-class women. Many people with valuable ideas to contrib-
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ute never found out about this anthology, or couldn’t express their
views in writing, or couldn’t be included in this limited number of
pages, or did not feel empowered to speak up, or could not afford
the time to write.

No editor can deny the shaping of a project according to her own
vision and experience. While I have tried to be as inclusive as
possible in the variety of perspectives represented in the book, the
overall flavor reflects my view of bisexual politics. My guiding
principles are feminist, multicultural, inclusionary politics that em-
brace all forms of consensual sexuality and relationships—a bi-
sexual movement whose mission is to fight for social justice and
liberation for all. My experience is that of a second-generation
American Jewish woman raised with a New York tongue and a San
Francisco view of the world. White skin and upper middle-class
resources have often afforded me privileges that shape my ability to
be an in-your-face bisexual activist.

I grew up confronting dualities: sensing my cultural “difference”
as a Jew yet passing for “white”’; growing up with working-class
parents who moved up into middle-class money. Even as a child I
understood what it meant to be excluded from both sides, oppressed
by one and not fitting in to the other . . . to live simultaneously with
power and powerlessness. Perhaps because of those early experi-
ences, it was not difficult for me to extrapolate to the realm of
bisexual politics, where I again walked in more than one world.

Identifying as bisexual in a heterosexist, dichotomous, un-
friendly world, shapes my politics. Conversely, my vision of social
justice shapes the way I see bisexuality in the world. This book
explores such symbiotic relationships between our experiences and
the concept we call “‘bisexual politics.”

Yet the anthology stands alone, beyond my personal perspective.
From the time this baby was born it had a life of its own: a rebel-
lious child with the tenacity to challenge me on my thinking.

The visions of the associate and assistant editors, who took on
responsibility for specific sections, helped shape the final form of
the book. Some of the essays were chosen because they captured
the essence of our beliefs; others because they explained basic
tenets of the bisexual movement; still others precisely because of
how vastly they differed from our own viewpoints. I don’t agree
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with everything said in these pages. But I do believe that for each
idea expressed here, there is a larger constituency of bisexual
people who hold those beliefs. And I also believe there are as many
theories of bisexuality as there are bisexual people.

I intend this to be a politically progressive work, as well as a
work-in-progress. I aim to reflect an agenda of social change, and to
leave open more avenues for dialogue and opinion. I like to think of
this anthology as a small section of a tapestry. Woven together are
mini-treatises on particular aspects of bisexual political thought,
personal experiences from underrepresented segments of bisexual
people, and bite-size samplings from a wide range of topics within
the rubric of bisexual politics.

By no means is everyone included in this tapestry. As the book
goes to press, I cannot get my mind off all the queries, theories,
visions, and pieces of history not touched on within these pages. In
the book and in the bi movement, we need more analysis of issues
of class, multiculturalism, and HIV/AIDS, more rural outreach and
youth organizing. Yet one has to start somewhere. Comfort comes
only from knowing that someone else will pick up the loom, con-
tinue to weave, embellish the tapestry with more colors and images.

Most of all, I am proud of the process by which this book has
come into being. That process has confirmed the power of commu-
nity and renewed my faith in collective spirit. From beginning to
end, this project has been an act of bisexual politics itself.

Naomi Tucker
San Francisco, CA
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Introduction

Naomi Tucker

It requires something more than personal experience to gain a
philosophy or point of view from any specific event. It is the
quality of our response to the event and our capacity to enter
into the lives of others that help us to make their lives and
experiences our own.

—Emma Goldman, 1934!

DID YOU SAY POLITICS?

Perhaps the greatest battle bisexual people have had to face is our
invisibility and the pernicious invalidating of our identity. The bi-
sexual movement of the 1970s to early 1980s therefore organized
around the principles of visibility and support. But by the mid-
to late 1980s bisexuals were seeking more than just the validation
of our identity: we were defining political agendas, building a
movement, participating in other social change movements as out
bisexuals. In the mid-1990s we are beginning to shed the layer of
identity politics altogether, seeking new organizing principles to
guide us.

Ten years ago, when I came out to people, the word ‘“bisexual”
got stuck in their throat. Today, when I let the subject of my work
slip into conversation with non-bi friends, a common response is:
“Bisexual politics?”’ Hardly anyone bats an eyelash at the “b”
word. But politics?

In 1989 Autumn Courtney and Lani Ka’ahumanu presented a
workshop entitled ‘‘Bisexual Politics: What It Is” at an East Coast
Bisexual Network Conference. Today, though the politicization of

1
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our identities is common knowledge within bisexual communities,
we are still seeking a definition of bisexual politics.

WRITING OUR OWN HISTORY

Opinions about bisexuality are not difficult to find—from
psychologists, talk show hosts, sex researchers, and right-wing fun-
damentalists; from lesbians, gays, and heterosexuals who compare
our experiences to theirs; from non-bisexuals who attempt to define
the social, political, or emotional contexts of bisexual experience.
But how do bisexuals define our own place in the world?

This collection represents an effort by bisexuals to forge our own
politics, from the inside. All the contributors self-define as bisexual,
though that label may carry vastly different meaning for each indi-
vidual. Together, their voices attempt to eke out a niche in the
schema of sexual politics and progressive social movements. The
writers examine the points of convergence between sexuality and
politics. They explore the history, strategies, and philosophy of
bisexual politics in the U.S. Their diversity presents a multi-faceted
approach to defining bisexual politics.

The contributors address questions looming in the minds of many
bisexual activists. How do our politics affect our sexual identity?
Conversely, how does our bisexuality affect our politics? How does
bisexual identity challenge our thinking? What are the sociopoliti-
cal roots of biphobia? How have the Black civil rights movement,
the women’s movement, gay liberation, lesbian feminism, and the
HIV/AIDS movement influenced the evolution of bisexual politics?
How is the “bisexual movement” similar to and different from
other movements? Should we be a part of the lesbian/gay move-
ment? How do we organize around our diversity?

Many of the essays emphasize a politics of inclusion, breaking
down divisions and classifications. Other common themes include
sexual liberation for all, combatting heterosexism and monosexism,
and understanding the connections among all oppressions. The
theories develop from each writer’s personal history, as well as an
intellectual knowledge of what has come before us.
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BIRTHING A MOVEMENT

The face of bisexual politics has evolved tremendously in the last
decade. Though pockets of bisexual organizing were visible as
early as the 1970s, local groups did not begin connecting regionally
and nationally until the mid-1980s. The 1987 March on Washington
for Lesbian and Gay Rights [sic] brought bi activists together from -
across the country, leading us to ask the question: “Are we ready
for a national bisexual movement?”’2 In 1990 BiPOL3 in San Fran-
cisco hosted the first National Bisexual Conference, which changed
the lives of many bisexuals from Houston to Hamburg who were
hungering for a community and a movement. Energized from that
momentum, pockets of local organizing crystallized across the
country. The conference also paved the way for the first Interna-
tional Bisexual Conference in Amsterdam the following year.

And the crescendo continues: The 1993 March on Washington
for Lesbian, Gay, and Bi [emphasis mine] Equal Rights and Libera-
tion brought us into a new era of visibility. The victorious inclusion
of bisexuals in the march title was actively supported by an unpre-
cedented number of lesbian and gay leaders across the country
(Braindrop, 1992). (See also Appendix A, this volume.)

Quietly, in the intervals between these milestone events, bisex-
uals have been busy organizing at home. College campuses have led
the struggle for inclusion within the lesbian and gay community,
with scores of queer campus groups adding the “b” word to their
names. Bisexual movement hubs such as Seattle, Boston, Minneap-
olis/St. Paul, Washington, DC, and San Francisco now host dozens
of bisexual groups where once there were one or two. Bisexual
people are in high demand for speaking engagements, writing proj-
ects, and political campaigns. We are the subject of national media
attention. In some contexts our presence is even considered a wel-
come diversity rather than the embarassment it used to be.

WHY A U.S. FOCUS?

Bisexual groups are flourishing around the globe, with a growing
sense of international community. Yet as Liz Highleyman notes,
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and present state of bisexual activism in the United States. Next we
look outward, seeking to understand connections between bisexual
organizing and that of other communities, and to locate our place
within or alongside these movements. Finally, we look forward,
creating bisexual political theory that will propel us into a new era
of sexual politics.

Section one, Reflections, focuses on different segments of our
movement in the U.S. The first four essays touch on the recent
history and development of a bisexual political movement. The
following eight contributors critically examine the ideological
trends and political strategies of bisexual activism as we know it.

Section two, Connections, gives voice to those bisexuals who are
invisible even within our own bisexual communities, or who often
find themselves at a crossroads between two or more communities.
They are bisexuals, but they are also lesbians, sex workers, people
of color, SM dykes, transgendered people, swingers, anarchists,
artists. Together, these writers explore the interconnections between
bisexual identity and sexual choices, uncover the roots of the pain-
ful bisexuality debates within the lesbian community, examine how
bisexuals exist within and alongside other communities, and sug-
gest coalition-building strategies.

In Section three, Directions, contributors present their visions for
the future expansion of sexual and gender politics and for locating
bisexuality within the schema of broad-based liberation move-
ments. They propel us beyond identity politics, beyond binary and
categorical thinking. Without these old frameworks, we are com-
pelled to invent new models of social, sexual, and political relation-
ships. These essays are testimony to the many ways in which bi-
sexual identity and experience serve as a springboard to cultivate
political theory.

ONLY A BEGINNING

This is not a research book. It is a collection of opinions that
paints a conceptual picture of bisexual politics, offering insights
into various national, local, and individual political agendas for
bisexuals. That is why you are holding before you an anthology of
ideas that both complement and contradict one another. In this great
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entity we call our “movement,” there is plenty of room for different
philosophies and tactics. We do not all share the same goals. We do
not even share the same definitions of bisexuality!

How, then, can we define bisexual politics? Not a simple ques-
tion. Each potential contributor to this anthology submitted a brief
“definition” of bisexual politics. It came as no surprise that those
70 people conceived of bisexual politics in 70 uniquely different
ways.

Just as we are not a homogenous group of people, we are not a
monolithic movement. This book will have accomplished its mis-
sion if it incites critical thinking, inspires dialogue and action. As
you read through these pages, you may be challenged, joyful, angry.
You may find words that move you, ideas that sing to your experi-
ence, stories that resonate deeply in your soul. You may also find
words that do not speak to you, that offend you, that upset the
balance of your visions, that are in opposition to your strongest
beliefs. Revel in what nourishes you; seriously question what
doesn’t. Let your passions move you to action.

NOTES

1. Emma Goldman was one of the first 20th-century women to advocate for
freedom of sexuality for all, and to critique the institution of marriage as a form of
women’s sexual slavery. She is quoted here in Alix Kates Shulman’s “Was My
Life Worth Living?” (1972).

2. National Bisexual Network flyer, designed by Boston Bisexual Women’s
Net\g/ork activists Lucy Friedland and Liz Nania (See Hutchins and Ka’ahumanu,
p- 364).

3. BiPOL, the first bisexual political action group, formed in 1983 in the San
Francisco Bay Area.
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OVERVIEW

Susanna Trnka with Naomi Tucker

Spirituality which inspires activism and, similarly, politics
which move the spirit—which draw from the deep-seated place
of our greatest longings for freedom—give meaning to our lives.

—Cherrie Moraga, 1983

Wandering through a bookstore the other day, I came across a
book that chronicles images of ““life rituals” from around the world.
Overflowing with photographs of various “rites of passage”
—births, deaths, weddings, and even a few divorces—it included a
single shot of a “gay wedding”: two young white men kissing on
the steps of San Francisco’s City Hall. Obviously these two men
don’t represent homosexuality; many other images could do just as
well or better. But this photo is at least recognizable as a ‘‘gay
couple.”

Could the photographer have captured a ‘‘bisexual wedding” on
film? A “bisexual family,” or a “bisexual political movement”? Or
is bisexuality too young an identity to elicit such cultural images?
Perhaps bisexuality is simply too complex to be portrayed by a
_single image? Bisexuality challenges our monosexual culture’s as-
sumption that sexuality can be identified by appearance, or by the
gender of one’s partners. So what kinds of images can we create for
ourselves?

We begin our exploration of bisexual politics with reflections on
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