
Academic Writing                   Topic 10: Essay 

Essay = a group of paragraphs written about a single topic and a central main idea 

 

1. Label the three parts of this essay. What does the reader learn from each? 

 

 

 

  



Academic Writing                   Topic 10: Essay 

The structure of an essay 

Part 1 – introduction: explains the topic with general ideas, gives the main idea in the thesis 

statement 

Part 2 – main body: supports/explains the thesis statement (may be one or more paragraphs) 

Part 3 – conclusion: summarizes/restates the thesis and the supporting idea of the essay 

 

A thesis statement = a sentence that tells the main idea of the whole essay, usually near the 

end of the first paragraph 

o gives the author’s opinion or states an important idea about the topic 

o should not be a sentence that only gives a fact about the topic 

o should not state two sides of an argument equally 

 

2. Underline the thesis statement in this introductory paragraph. 

 

3. Which statements are strong thesis statements? 

 
4. Write two more sentences, adding an explanation or reason to each opinion. 
a) I hardly ever read a newspaper.  

b) The government should ban cars from the city centre.  

 
Source: Zemach, D. E., Rumisek, L. A. Academic Writing. From Paragraph to Essay. London: 2005, Macmillan. Jones, L. Progress to First 
Certificate. Cambridge: 1990, CUP. 


