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34. Lester Bilsky, The State Religion of Ancient China (Taipei: The 
Chinese Association for Folklore, 1976), p. 177. 

35. Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Wen year 7, p. 560; Lord Cheng year 16, p. 889; 
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nant, but there are covenants which can be called good. It is better to have no 
wars than to have a war, but there are wars which can be called righteous." This 
passage linked covenants to wars, expressed disapproval of both, but acknowl­
edged they could playa positive social role. Chun qiu fan lu yizheng, annotated 
by Su Yu (Taipei: Heluo, 1975), ch. 2, p. 4a. 

129. Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Xiang year 9, pp. 968-69,971; Lijijijie, ch. 2, 
p. 33-"When they bind trust it is called an 'oath,' and in the presence of a 
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sacrifice it is called a 'covenant. ", Zhou Ii zhengyi, ch. 69, p. 1a; Shuo wen jie zi 
zhu, ch. 7a, p. 27a; Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Xi year 25, p. 435; Lord Xiang year 
26, p. 1118. On simple oaths, see Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Yin year 1, p. 14; Lord 
Xuan year 17, p. 772; Lord Cheng year 11, p. 853; Lord Zhao year 6, p. 1279. 
On the gods as enforcers of covenants, see Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Cheng year 9, 
p. 843; Lord Ai year 12, p. 1671. 

130. For the argument that blood covenants began only after Lord Huan, 
see Gongyang zhuan zhushu, Lord Huan year 3, ch. 4, p. 9b; Guliang zhuan 
zhushu, Lord Yin year 8, ch. 2, pp. 9a-b; Mengzi zhengyi, ch. 12, p. 497. For 
references to covenants under the Western Zhou and Lord Huan see note 127. 

131. Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Zhao year 1, p. 1202. 

132. Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Zhao year 6, pp. 1278-79; Lord Xiang year 
26, p. 1118. 

. 133.?n the evidence from Houma, see Shanxi sheng Wenwu Gongzuodui 
Welyuanhw, eds., Houma mengshu (Shanghai: Wenwu, 1976); Shanxisheng 
Wenwu Gongzuodui Weiyuanhui, "'Houma mengshu' de faxian, fajue yu 
zhengJi qingkuang," Wenwu 1975 (5): 7-11; Shanxisheng Wenwu Gongzuodui 
Weiyuanhui, '''Houma mengshu' zhushi si zhong," Wenwu 1975 (5): 20-26; 
Zhang Han, "Houma Dongzhou yizhi faxian Jinguo zhu shu wenzi," Wenwu 
1966 (2): 1-3; Zhang Han, "Houma mengshu congkao," Wenwu 1975 (5): 12-
~9; Zhang Han, "Houma mengshu congkao xu," in Guwenzi yanjiu, no. 1 (Bei­
Jing: Zhonghua, 1979), pp. 78-102; Guo Moruo, "Houma mengshu shitan," 
Wenwu 1966 (2): 4-6; Guo Moruo, "Chutu wenwu er san shi 'Xin chu Houma 
mengshu shiwen,'" Wenwu 1972 (3): 4-7; Guo Moruo, "Taodu, Nuwa, Jialing," 
Wenwu 1973 (1): 5-6; Chen Mengjia, "Dongzhou mengshi yu chutu zaishu," 
Kaogu 1966 (5): 271-79; Tao Zhenggang and Wang Kelin, "Houma Dongzhou 
mengshi yizhi," Wenwu 1972 (3): 27-37, 71; Tang Lan, "Houma chutu Jinguo 
Zhao Jia zhi meng zaishu xin shi," Wenwu 1972 (8): 31-35, 58; Zhu Dexi and 
Qiu Xigui, "Guanyu Houma mengshu de jidian bushi," Wenwu 1972 (8): 36-38, 
48; Li YUmin, "Wo dui Houma mengshu de kanfa," Kaogu 1973 (3): 185-91; 
Gao Ming, "Houma zaimeng zhu kao," in Guwenzi yanjiu, no. 1 (Beijing: 
Zhonghua, 1979), pp. 103-15; Huang Shengzhang, "Guanyu Houma mengshu 
de zhuyao wenti," Zhongyuan wenwu 1981 (2): 27-33; Wei Jin and Jin Wen, 
'''Houma mengshu' he Chun qiu houqi Jinguo de jieji douzheng," Wenwu 1975 
(5): 1-6, 94; Takahashi Yasuichiro, "Chugoku kodai no seibun to meibun," 
Kanan kokubun 19 (1982): 169-82. 

134. Zuo ziiuan zhu, Lord Cheng year 11, p. 854; Lord Zhao year 1, 
p. 1204; Zhou Ii zhengyi, ch. 11, pp. 7a-9a; ch. 72, p. 8b; Houma mengshu, 
pp.13-21. 

135. The digging of the pit and its use, as well as the smearing of the 
blood, are described.in the cases cited previously, and the layout of the pits has 
been reconstructed at Houma. Additional references to the smearing of blood 
are Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Xiang year 9, p. 971; Lord Zhuang year 32, p. 253; 
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Lord Ding year 4, p. 1547-these last two used human blood; Guanzi jiaozheng, 
ch. 8, p. 126. On the cursing of violators, see Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Xiang year 
11, p. 990. On the left ear of the animal, see Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Ding year 27, 
p. 1566; Lord Ai year 17, p. 1711. 

136. Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Xi year 5, p. 308; year 26, p. 440; Lord Xiang 
year 11, p. 993. Zuo zhoon zhu, Lord Xiang year 10, p. 984 and Zhou li zhengyi, 
ch. 51, pp. 11a-b indicate that lineages as well as states had some form of 
archives for preserving the texts of old covenants. 

137. See the passages cited in note 135. 

.138. Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Yin year 11, p. 76; Lord Xuan year 2, p. 663; 
Lord Xiang year 11, p. 990; Lord Ding year 6, p. 1559. The malediction is also 
mentioned in the Shi jingo See Mao shi zhengyi, ch. 12.3, pp. 17a-18b. 

139. For an interesting presentation of the social uses of the covenant, see 
W. A. C. H. Dobson, "Some Legal Instruments of Ancient China: Ming and 
Meng," in Wen-lin: Studies in the Chinese Humanities, ed. Chow Tse-tsung 
(Madison, Wis.: University of Wisconsin, 1968), pp. 269-82. Professor Dob­
son's theory that the covenant originated among the common people, however, 
is completely unsubstantiated. 

140. For secondary works on the role of covenants in international re­
lations, see the various titles listed in the editor's note on Dobson, "Legal 
Instruments," p. 270. See also Liu Baiji, Chun qiu huimeng zhengzhi (Taipei: 
Zhonghua Congshu, 1963). 

141. Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Wen year 6, p. 547; Lord Cheng year2, p. 798; 
year 3, p. 815; year 8, p. 837; Lord Xiang year 9, p. 969; year 23, p. 1077 (2); 
year 26, pp. 1117, 1125; year 27, pp. 1129, 1133; year 31, pp. 1186,1187; Lord 
Zhao year 1, pp. 1201, 1207; year 2, p. 1231; year 4, p. 1247; year 5, p. 1270; 
year 7, p. 1290; year 11, p. 1325; year 13, p. 1362; year 23, p. 1442 (2); year 24, 
p. 1450; year 25, p. 1459; year 29, p. 1504; year 32, p. 1517; Lord Ai year 1, 
p. 1607; Shi ji, ch. 14, p. 509. 

142. Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Yin year 8, p. 59; Lord Xi year 28, p. 452; 
Lord Zhao year 1, pp. 1206-07. 

143. Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Xiang year 11, pp. 989-90. 

144. Zoo zhuan zhu, Lord Huan year 11, p. 132; Lord Xiang year 13, 
p. 1012; year 19, p. 1048; year 24, p. 1084; year 26, p. 1118; year 27, p. 1128; 
year 28, p. 1146; year29, p. 1168; year 30, pp. 1173,1176,1177; Lord Zhao year 
1, p. 1215; year 4, pp. 1253, 1257-58; year 20, p. 1412; year 26, p. 1475; Lord 
Ding year 5, p. 1553; year 6, p. 1559; year 14, p. 1595; Lord Ai year 2, p. 1610; 
year 26, pp. 1730-31. 

145. Zhou Ii zhengyi, ch. 51, pp. 2a-b; ch. 69, pp. la-3b; Mozi jiangu, 
ch. 8, pp. 144-45. 
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146. these city-states are not to be confused with the Greek poleis. The 
term refers simply to the geographic range of the political unit and does not 
imply democratic or popular rule. On the character of the Eastern Zhou states, 
see Tong Shuye, Chun qiu shi (Shanghai: Kaiming, 1946), pp. 82-84; Tong 
Shuye, Chun qiu Zuo zhuan yanjiu, pp. 177-84,366-68; Du Zhengsheng, Zhou 
dai ehengbang (Taipei: Lianjing, 1979); Miyazaki Ichisada, "Chiigoku jOdai wa 
hokensei ka toshi kokka ka," in Ajia shi kenkyu, vol. 3 (Kyoto: Doshosha, 
1957), pp. 63-86; Miyazaki Ichisada, "Chiigoku ni okeru shuraku keitai no hen­
sen ni tsuite," in Ajia shi ronko. vol. 2 (Tokyo: Asahi Shinbun. 1978). pp. 3-
30; Miyazaki Ichisada, "Chiigoku jOdai no toshi kokka to sono bochi," in Ajia shi 
ronko, vol. 2, pp. 31-55; Kaizuka Shigeki, Chugoku no kodai kokka, in Kaizu­
ka Shigeki chosaku shu, vol. 1 (Tokyo: Chiio Koron, 1978), pp. 255-382; Kaizu­
ka Shigeki, "Chiigoku kodai toshi kokka no seikaku," in Kaizuka Shigeki ehosa­
ku shU, vol. 2, pp. 119-32; Kimura Masao, Chugoku kodai teikoku no keisai­
toku ni sono seiritsu no kiso joken (Tokyo: Fumeito, 1967), pp; 60-81; Nemoto 
Makoto, Chugoku dento shakai to sono ho shiso (Tokyo: Tokyo Tetsugaku 
Kenkyiisho, 1980), pp. 117-72; Masubuchi Tatsuo, Chugoku kodai noshakai to 
kokka (Tokyo: Kobundo, 1962), pp. 421-35; Ito Michiharu, Chugoku kodai 
oeM no keisei, pp. 172-224. 

Mainland Chinese scholars have also examined the question of city-states 
in ancient China, but they have been too obsessed with the Greek model to 
come to terms with the Chinese case. See Lin Zhichun, "Kong Meng shu zhong 
fanying de gudai Zhongguo chengshi guojia zhidu," Lishi yanjiu 1980 (3): 123-
32; Ri Zhi, "Cong Chun qiu cheng ren zhi Ii zailun Yazhou gudai minzhu zheng­
zhi," Lishi yanjiu 1981 (1): 3-17; Lii Shaowang, "Zhongguo gudai bu cunzai 
chengbang zhidu," Zhonguo shi yanjiu 1983 (4): 91-105. 

On the nature and status of the inhabitants of the capital, see Tong Shu­
ye, Chun qiu Zuo zhuan yanjiu, pp. 36-38, 132-46, 371-72; Kaizuka Shigeki, 
"Chiigoku kodai toshi ni okeru minkai no seido," in Kaizuka Shigeki ehosaku 
shU, vol. 2, pp. 95-118; Masubuchi Tatsuo, "Shunju Sengoku jidai no shakai to 
kokka," in lwanami koza sekai rekishi, vol. 4 (Tokyo: Iwanami, 1970), pp. 139-
79. 

147. On the role of the capital's inhabitants in the army, see, for example, 
Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Min year 2, p. 265; Lord Xiang year 30, p. 1176; Lord 
Ding year 12, p. 1587. On the expulsion or murder of princes or unpopular 
ministers, see Lord Xi year 28, p. 452; Lord Wen year 7, p. 558; year 16, p. 622; 
year 18, p. 633; Lord Xiang year 19, p. 1050; year 31, p. 1189; Lord Zhao year 
23, p. 1444; Lord Ai year 11, p. 1661; year 16, p. 1704; year 26, p. 1731. On the 
rulers' fear of the wrath of the people, see Lord Xiang year 10, p. 981; Lord 
Zhao year 13, p. 1347; year 26, p. 1472; Lord Ai year 25, p. 1726. On actions 
performed to quiet the populace, see Lord Wen year 18, p. 643; Lord Cheng 
year 15, p. 876; Lord Xiang year 15, p. 1022; Lord Zhao year 13, p. 1348; year 
22, p. 1434. 

148. On the urban populace in civil wars, see the citations in the preced­
ing note and Lord Zhuang year 20, p. 220; Lord Cheng year 13, pp. 866-67; 
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year 15, p. 875; Lord Xiang year 10, pp. 979-81; year 17, p. 1032; year 26, 
p. 1113; Lord Zhao year 5, p. 1262; year 10, pp. 1316-17; Lord Ding year 12, 
pp. 1586-87; year 13, pp. 1590-91; Lord Ai year 6, p. 1634. On playing a role 
in deciding the succession to the throne, see Lord Wen year 18, p. 633; Lord 
Xiang year 31, p. 1189; Lord Zhao year 14, p. 1365. On trying to win the support 
of the capital populace through displays of generosity, see Lord Wen year 16, 
p. 620; Lord Xiang year 29, p. 1157; Lord Zhao year 3, p. 1235; year 25, 
p.I463. 

149. Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Xi year 15, pp. 359-61; Lord Ding year 8, 
p. 1567; Lord Ai year 6, p. 1607. Because they could be assembled at court 
the urban populace was also called the "court populace." See Lord Xi year 19, 
p.378. 

150. For example, Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Xi year 28, pp. 469-70; Lord 
Cheng year 13, p. 866; Lord Xiang year 25, p. 1099; year 30, p. 1176; Lord Zhao 
year 20, p. 1412; Lord Ding year 6, p. 1559; Lord Ai year 6, p. 1637. On the 
basis of several passages in the Zhou Ii and the texts cited in the preceding notes, 
Kaizuka Shigeki argued that the city-states of ancient China had a "popular 
assembly" reminiscent of the one in democratic Athens. This assembly, known 
as the "outer court," was gathered when the state faced a crisis, when a new 
ruler was installed, or when the ruler desired to move the capital. See Kaizuka, 
"Chiigoku kodai toshi ni okeru minkai no seido," pp. 98-110. There is no evi­
dence for such an assembly as a regular practice in any reliable early text, and it 
is likely that the authors of the Zhou Ii had mistaken an ad hoc, emergency 
procedure for a normative institution. Nevertheless, this mistake reflects the 
historical fact that the capital's populace played an important and §ometimes 
decisive role in pre-imperial China's political order, and their support was 
regularly sought by anyone who wished to rule. 

151. Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Xuan year 4, pp. 679-82, 684; year 13, p. 752; 
Lord Cheng year 7, pp. 833-34; Lord Zhao year 28, pp. 1491-93. On the use of 
the term mie zu in the Zuo zhuan, see Ogura Yoshihiko, ChUgoku kodai seiji 
shiso kenkyu (Tokyo: Aoki, 1970), pp. 189-94. See also Houma mengshu, 
pp.73-74. 

Chapter Two 

1. The term "warring state" was applied in pre-imperial texts to each of 
the seven great, territorial states that had divided the Chinese world between 
them by the late fifth century B.C. The use of the term "Warring States" to 
describe the period was coined in the Han. See Yang, Zhanguo shi, pp. 1-4. 

2. Professor Robin Yates has done considerable work on this topic and 
will be discussing it in some detail in a major monograph. 

3. On the changing relation of chariots and infantry in the Spring and 
Autumn armies, see Lan, Chun qiushiqi de bubing. 
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4. The Qing dynasty commentator Jiang Yong (1681-1762 A.D.) col­
lected passages from the Zuo zhuan and other texts to demonstrate that in the 
early Eastern Zhou farmers outside the capital did not give military service. See 
Qun jing bu yi (Shuyetang edition, 1792), ch. 2, pp. 7a-9b. For modem studies 
of the separation of the capital and its hinterland, and the exclusion of the latter 
from military service, see Yang Kuan, Gu shi xin tan (Beijing: Zhonghua, 1965), 
pp. 135-65; He Ziquan, "Zhou dai tudi zhidu he ta de yanbian," Lishi yanjiu 
1964 (3): 156-59; Kaizuka, ChUgoku no kodai kokka, pp. 162-253; Du, Zhou 
dai chengbang, pp. 21-122; Li Ling,"Zhongguo gudai jumin zuzhi de liang da 
leixing ji qi bu tong laiyuan-Chun qiu Zhanguo shiqi Qiguo jumin zuzhi shi­
tan," Wen shi 28 (March, 1987), pp. 59-75; Ying Yongchen, "Lun Chun qiu 
shidai Luguo he Jinguo de shehui tedian jian ji rujia he fajia chansheng de Iishi 
beijing," Lishi yanjiu 1964 (1): 156-62. 

One passage in the Zuo zhuan refers to an army that built dwellings and 
planted crops in order to maintain a protracted siege, which suggests that the 
army included some peasants and artisans who probably served as porters and 
laborers. The fact that the seasonal hunts were timed to avoid interfering with 
the agricultural season also suggests that farmers participated in these as well. 
See Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Xuan year 15, p. 761; Lord Yin year 5, pp. 42-43. 
However, since an army could safely remain in the field over a growing season, 
the percentage of peasants accompanying the army could not have been great, 
and it is likely that most of them were guo ren or shi who worked fields in the 
vicinity of the capital. The solemn declaration cited in Chapter One also in­
~lude~ farmers, artisans, merchants, and even slaves in the army, but this speech 
IS attributed to 493 B.C. and hence postdates the reforms that extended service 
to new elements of the population. 

5. Jiang, Qun jing bu yi, ch. 2, p. 7b; Okazaki Fumio, "'San goku go hi' 
no sei ni tsuite," in Haneda Hakushi shoju kinen toy6shi ronso (Kyoto: Toyoshi 
Kenkyiikai, 1950), pp. 211-23. 

6. Guanzi jiaozheng, ch. 8, pp. 123-24. A similar but less detailed 
account of Guan Zhong's reforms appears in Guo yu, ch. 6, pp. 224-32. This 
passage also stipulates that the units of five families which formed the military 
squads of five men should sacrifice and mourn their dead together. Less 
systematic discussions of the identification of civil government and military 
organization in the Guanzi appear in ch. 1, p. 10; ch. 2, p. 28; ch. 3, p. 39; 
ch. 8, p. 125; ch. 9, p: 143. 

7. Du Zhengsheng, "Zhou dai fengjian jieti hou de junzheng xin zhixu: 
bianhu qimin de yanjiu zhi er," Zhongyang Yanjiuyuan Yuyan Lishi Yanjiusuo 
jikan 55:1 (1984): 78-79. 

8. Zuo zhuan zhu, Lord Xi year 15, pp. 360-63. A virtually identical 
account appears in Guo yu, ch. 9, p. 330. 

9. For the relevant characters and the passage from the Zhou Ii, see ShuQ 
wen jie zi zhu, ch. 2a, pp. 37a-b. 


