Compiling and analysing your own ESP corpus

Before you start this activity, think of a particular ESP discipline that you would like to explore and prepare teaching materials for in your end-of-the-semester project. It can be, for example, Cynology or Cosmetology. Try to define your discipline  narrowly enough to be able to easily define specific terminology, genres and skills characteristic of it.

I. Compiling your own corpus from internet texts.
1. Download and install BootCaT – a free webcrawler: https://bootcat.dipintra.it/ – on your computer.
2. Use the programme to scrape texts from the Internet and compile your own corpus. Follow the instructions available in the Tutorial: https://docs.sslmit.unibo.it/doku.php?id=bootcat:tutorials:basic_1.
3. Provide 6 seed words or phrases and select 15 webpages per tuplet. 
4. Locate your corpus folder (Documents>BootCaT Corpora>Corpus name>corpus) on your computer and browse the corpus files.
II. Installing corpus analysis software.
1. Download and install AntConc 4.x: https://www.laurenceanthony.net/software/antconc/.
2. Use the default settings during the installation. Check the box to create a shortcut on your Desktop (optional).
III. Analysing the corpus
· Open Antconc and enlarge the window.
· Select the corpus you want to analyse: 
· Go to File>Open Corpus Manager.
· In the pop-up window select Raw File(s).
· Give your corpus a name.
· Press Add Directory and select the folder with your corpus files (Documents>BootCaT Corpora>Corpus name>corpus).
· Press Create. The corpus has been created. Next time, when you open AntCont, you can select Corpus Database in the pop-up window and select your corpus from the User (list).
· Study the corpus statistics in the right-hand side table. How large is your corpus (no. of tokens and types)?
· Press Return to Main Window.
3. Create a wordrlist for your corpus.
· Select the Word tab at the top of the screen and press Start at the bottom of the screen.
4. Click on the first content word in your list and study its concordance lines. Can you see the characteristic patterns that AntConc highlights automatically?
5. Create a list of clusters for this content word.
· Select the Cluster tab at the top of the screen, adjust the cluster size to 3 words at the bottom of the screen and press Start.
6. Create a list of collocations for this content word.
· Select the Collocate tab at the top of the screen and press Start at the bottom of the screen.
7. Create a list of n-grams.
· Select the N-Gram tab at the top of the screen, adjust the cluster size to 3 words at the bottom of the screen and press Start.
8. Create a list of keywords.
· Go to File>Open Corpus Manager.
· Select the Reference Corpus tab in the right-hand side of the pop-up window.
· Unfold the folder AmE06 (List) in the Default (list)and select  AmE06.db.
· Press Open as Reference Corpus at the 
· Study the corpus statistics in the right-hand side table. How large is your corpus no of (tokens and types)?.
· Press Return to Main Window
· Select the Keywords tab at the top of the screen and press Start at the bottom of the screen.
IV. Working with a tagged corpus
1. Download and install TagAnt: https://www.laurenceanthony.net/software/tagant/
2. Tag your corpus.
· Open AntTag.
· Select Input Files over the left bottom window.
· Press Open Dir and select the folder with your corpus (Documents>BootCaT Corpora>Corpus name>corpus). The files should appear in the left bottom window.
· Press Start.
· Locate your corpus folder (Documents>BootCaT Corpora>Corpus name>corpus>tagged) on your computer and browse the corpus files.
· A good tutorial is available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8s7INeuXaA
3. Upload a tagged corpus to AntConc
· Open Antconc and enlarge the window.
· Select the corpus you want to analyse: 
· Go to File>Open Corpus Manager.
· In the pop-up window select Raw File(s).
· Give your corpus a name, e.g.: Corpus name_tagged.
· Press Add Directory and select the folder with your tagged files. (Documents>BootCaT Corpora>Corpus name>corpus>tagged).
· In the Basic Settings under the file window unfold the first category: Indexer, Encoding, Token Definition, Row Processor and in the first box underneath select simple_word_pos_headword_indexer.
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· Press Create. The corpus has been created. Next time, when you open AntCont, you can select Corpus Database in the pop-up window and select your corpus from the User (list).
· Study the corpus statistics in the right-hand side table. How large is your corpus (no. of tokens and types)?
· Press Return to Main Window.
i. This is a useful tutorial: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eg9w1TglvzI
4. Generate a list of nouns in your corpus. Follow these tutorials: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOJHS5g8jyg, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBw6fMj5ir0.
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