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EU Energy Policy ςŀ άƳƛȄŜŘ ōŀƎέ

u 9ƴŜǊƎȅ ΨǊƻƻǘŜŘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŀǘƛŜǎ ό9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ Coal and Steel Community; 
EurAtom) ςȅŜǘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƘŜǎƛǾŜ άŎƻƳƳƻƴέ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ

Ą internal market, environment, agriculture, foreign policy

u Mix of national intergovernmental / supranationalpolicy-making

u Spread among several Commission DGs and agencies

u Specifics of energy sectors: 

Å different national mixes: gas, oil, coal, nuclear, renewable sources (+ infrastructure)

Å differing ownershipstructure: national champions vs. private companies

Å national preferences: green/atomic energy 

Å external resources dependence and geographiclimitations



Early integration 
1950s

tǳǘ άǿŀǊ-ƳŀƪƛƴƎέ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
common supervision

Å Coaland steel industry

Å Atomic (nuclear) energy

OIL CRISES in the 1970s saw the EC 
unable to respond

ĄLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ !ƎŜƴŎȅΧ



Development of EU energy market 

u 1990s together with the internal market

Å why should energy markets NOT be liberalized?

u 2000s persisting push to liberalize

Å !ǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ άǳƴōǳƴŘƭŜέ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ƎǊƛŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ

Å Internal market antitrust/competition policies to break up energy monopolies

Å Consumercomplaints about cartel energy prices and market dominance

Å Energy security(!) comes into focus after 2004 enlargement

Å Global warming and climate change concerns



Lisbon treaty framework

u 9ƴŜǊƎȅ ƛǎ ŀ άshared competenceέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ŀƴŘ a{ όƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ a{ ƘŀǾŜ 
actually conferredonto the EU)

In the context of the establishment and functioning of the internal market and with regard for the need to 
preserve and improve the environment, Union policy on energy shall aim, in a spirit of solidaritybetween 
Member States, to:

(a) ensure the functioning of the energy market;

(b) ensure security of energy supply in the Union;

(c) promote energy efficiency and energy saving and the development of new and renewable forms of energy; and

(d) promote the interconnectionof energy networks.

ώΧϐ

Such measures shall ƴƻǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ŀ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ the conditions for exploiting its energy 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƛǘǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΧ



2000

u 27 countries



2018

u 2000



Different national energy preferences

u Different ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ άŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƳƛȄŜǎέ

V Based on availability of own resources (own coal mines, oil fields, offshore wind, 
mountain water, geothermal, total average sunny days)

V Based on import dependence (suppliers, infrastructure)

V State majority stakeholders energy champions (Gaz de France, 29½) X private
companies(German RWE, E.ON)

V Nuclearenergy (France, CR) X refuse nuclear energy (Germany, Austria)

V Green movements (Austrian, Germany, Denmark, Finland) vs. traditional energy 
sources (Poland, Hungary)

V Pro and anti-integration states 



/ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
mixes



EU energy market
liberalization

u 3 packages from mid-1990s to 2007/9

u Commission: competition in energy market would help ǎŜŎǳǊŜ άŦƭǳƛŘέ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
supply(need infrastructure), would drive prices down (consumer complaints), and 
boost research and investment in green/renewable energy

u Breaking links between energy producers and transmission networks (grid) 
Χownership unbundlingΧǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
infrastructure just like a highway

u Imperfect implementation: some states keep on subsidizing (jobs, infrastructure) 



Energy integration

NEGATIVE INTEGRATION 
(removing barriers)

u Tools of the internal market

Antitrust investigation: allow access to 
energy grids (infrastructure) to other 
energy producers

Competitive public procurement, misuse 
of supplier monopolies



Energy integration

POSITIVE INTEGRATION (regulating)

u Secondary law: directives, Energy Union project 

V European stakeholder networks (producers, transmitters, 
social committee, consumers)

V Commission DGs: Energy, Transport, Market

V Lobbyist expertise

V Not much will to create a common European regulator

V Bottom up subsidies for renewables are outpacing top 
down liberalization


