I. Cognition, intelligence and creativity: In what ways are they different?
What arguments have been used in favor of language being an instinct vs. social learning?
Animal communication systems vs. human language > D. Premack’s question whether language is the key to human intelligence
What’s the point of pointing? Why do babies point? Do chimps? Do they respond to helpful pointing? So, do we have a communicative urge? (See the experiment of A. Tomasello)
Why do linguists continue to refer to Language Design?
At the beginning of HL, there was…
an understanding „communicative intent“/joint attention
a grasp of linguistic structure - duality of patterning, compositionality and recursion
	control over „speaking“
Did HOMO NALEDI (found 2013 in South Africa of 330,000-230,000 years ago) speak and think?
ANIMAL COMMUNICATION:
SEDIVY 2.1, exs 1-3 http://sites.sinauer.com/languageinmind/wa02.01.html
Describe the kind of evidence you would want to see in order to be able to determine whether particular design features (Hockett’s list) are present in the animals‘ communication:
Example 1: Your dog obeys simple commands such as sit, heel, stay, down and roll over.
Example 2: Your cat persuades you to feed her by circling her empty dish and meowing loud.
Example 3: According to researchers Stephanie King and Vincent Janik (2013), dolphins invent/ learn new “signature” whistles that are used to identify individual dolphins. When the researchers played recordings of signature whistles, dolphins responded to their own signature whistles by calling back with the same sounds, but did not respond to whistles that were not their own.
Example 4: Animal researcher Con Slobodchikoff has argued that prairie dogs have the most complex communication system that has so far been observed in animals. Based on the video, which Hockett’s features seem to apply to prairie dog communication?  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c_hUIEBwlEo
Now…
       What’s missing about “language” in vervet monkeys’ alarm calls?
        Why teach chimps language?
        How does environment contribute to learning (cf. Are our hands for piano playing and chimps’ for signing?)
        How and where do chimps USE “language”?

II. What does STRUCTURE in language imply?
How to explain the universal design of HL? Did our mind "invent" language similarly as we invented bows and arrows, no matter the culture we inhabited (= Dan Everett’s analogy)? 
Would you say that, 1. language is made up similarly in all of us, constrained by the same-for-all human brain and predisposed genetically in certain ways, or, 2. the „sameness“ is due to universal genetic programming and hard-wired biases responsible for the acquisition of identical language structures?
Can we list universal features evident in languages? Can we list similarities?
What is the innate cognitive predisposition to learn language all about?
Do we, then, need cultural transmission as well? What does it contribute to language learning and how does it get accomplished?
What’s understood by babies’ “robust learning” of language? What’s their resource?
In what way does invention of words move communication to a new level?
How do we practice the “duality of patterning“?
What is meant by adding the syntax level to communication? Wouldn’t words do?
How do we practice the “compositionality“?
What parameters disprove a need for grammar being genetically built into our cognition?

Web Activity 2.2 Finding structure in language
Example 1: Where can and appear in English?
The conjunction and is used to join words or phrases in English, but it can not appear just anywhere. Can you describe the places where it can be used as a connector? How do you think English-learning children would figure out the correct patterns?
Example 2: Can prepositional phrases appear at the beginning of a sentence in English? Consider the examples below. Why are prepositional phrases allowed at the beginning of a sentence only some of the time? Can you articulate a generalization?
Siobhan has her singing lessons on Tuesday. Cf. On Tuesdays, S. has her singing lessons.
Siobhan heard a lecture on Proust. Cf. *On Proust, Siobhan heard a lecture.
Example 3: Verbs in Semitic languages
It’s common for verbs to change their shape and convey information about whether the action took place in the past or present, or about who is initiating the action. (For example, in English: I play, he plays, we played.) But the verbs of Semitic languages spoken in the Middle East change their shape in quite unusual ways. Can you get a handle on the pattern that drives the changes in verbs of Egyptian Arabic?
	Katab
	“he wrote”
	daras
	“he studied”  PAST T.

	Baktib
	“I write”
	badris
	“I study”       I-PRESENT T.

	Iktib
	“Write!”
	Idris
	“Study!”        IMPERATIVE

	Kaatib
	“writer”
	daaris
	“studier”       ACTOR

	maktuub
	“written”
	madruus
	“studied”       PAST pass. participle


“he copied” = na’al (symbol ’ denotes a glottal stop)
“I copy” =
                “copier” =
“copied” =                                           
III. What’s implied by independent evolution of vocal skills in diverse animals?
What’s unexpected about the soundmaking apparatus and sound learning of humans and birds, and humans and chimps? How far can chimps go in mimicking vocalizations? What is the songbirds’ range of vocalizations and mimicking capacity? 
How would you describe human vocalizations vs. those of chimps (affective, innate and inflexible)?
Why and how do babies babble?
In relation to speech, what’s the one feature of human language make-up that Hockett didn’t get right?

IV. Sign, homesign and gestures
What did children in the Nicaraguan school for the deaf actually invent? Why were they sent there, in the first place?
What ondicates that the children’s age difference was significant for the speed and manner of language acquisition?
On what sort of code did they settle? In what ways did the language code become further conventionalized when they got an opportunity to socialize? What could explain the conventionalization?
To what characteristics of the deaf community should we pay attention when comparing the Nicaraguan school and Israel Bedouin community? In what specific ways were the „communicative pressures“ there different?
In what ways are homesigns different from conceptualized signing in a linguistic code?
What suggests that gestures could have been the precursor of conceptualized signs?
How good in signing can chimps (vs. monkeys) become? What does the difference between them imply about our evolution?
At what evolutionary stage did the „cognitive pathway“ of vocalizations come in place?
What is the role of cultural transmission of language?
What is the other way of language acquisition and how has it been proven?
      	Children using homesing http://sites.sinauer.com/languageinmind/wa02.03.html
Gestures supporting or replacing speech http://sites.sinauer.com/languageinmind/wa02.04.html
       	Inventing a sign language http://sites.sinauer.com/languageinmind/wa02.05.html

V. Language change and adaptation
What are the constraints of language change?
What makes a language fit to survive? what characteristics does a language need to have to ensure its survival?
From the biological perspective, what is characteristic of an adaptive trait? Does language adapt to brain/mind or v.v.?
What is „communicatively useful“ and efficient? What are „the best communicative solutions“?
What is the role of cultural transmission in language change?
What role did Vikings‘ invasions and settlement in Britain (9-10th AD) play in cultural transmission and shaping of English?
What is meant by children learners‘ filtering adults‘ language usage?... i.e., weeding out inconsistently produced innovations and holding on to those meant to survive? 
What’s your opinion of J. McWhorter's theory of why English dropped its endings and paradigm simplifications? Why did such a radical restructuring of Old English grammar happen?
episode 1, Birth of a new language (investigating the new sign language in Managua, Nicaragua) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maUN3asrHAo
