1. What is the difference between disability and debility? How do Berlant and Puar understand “slow death”?

Debility is in Puar’s words a process through which a population slowly deteriorates, constantly stuck in a state of not being disabled but not being able-bodied enough to live up to the standards of today’s capitalist society. With the concept of disability, there are only two states - before and after one becomes disabled and therefore perceived as someone who needs help. Whereas people in the state of debility are chronically restrained by their poverty or other societal disadvantage. They lack a disabled identity, sometimes despite an injury or an illness.
This is also what Berlant describes as a “slow death” - the state of continuous suffering. In Puar’s words, suicide can sometimes be an escape from this slow and painful death. Puar quotes Berlant in saying that “(...) slow death describes populations marked out for wearing out” (760– 61n20). Death is within the body, but it doesn’t affect individuals, it goes after populations, groups that share the same societal stigma (i.e. poverty or being victims of racial discrimination, sexism, homophobia).

4. Discuss the idea of an ‘undignified death’ in western culture and practice with respect to what Lawton terms the unbounded body.

“Unbounded” bodies, meaning those bodies that are no longer connected to the person they once belonged to, or at least not fully. They’re no longer able to control some bodily functions due to an illness and they require constant care or control. 
Losing control of one’s symptoms and therefore body can have a fatal effect on people’s mental state. People who experience this (Lawton uses some examples of patients of a hospice) often react by “switching off”, leaving their bodily shell altogether and rushing their own death or at least asking for some type of euthanasia. These symptoms (such as incontinence, vomiting or other, more gruesome ones) make a person feel embarrased, maybe almost not human. They then die slowly and with “no dignity”, instead of having the relief of being able to “die on their own terms”. This is a moral dilemma that has been discussed for centuries and has made its way into all types of media. It is a common trope in modern films and shows, except those never show the gruesome, naturalistic face of this dilemma, the part where the body becomes empty, where the soul loses control of it and it’s suffering. The fact that Lawton talked about different examples of how terrifying it is to lose control like has put the question into a new perspective for me.


