Gender and the Body						Discussion questions
Week 9

1.      What is the difference between disability and debility? How do Berlant and Puar understand “slow death”?
Disability is a state of being disabled,arises from some deprivation or loss of the needed competency. Debility is a state of physical or mental weakness. None may be visible at a first glance. Slow death is lifestyle, a way of life of the people that experience a debility in physical and emotional areas. Health alone can be viewed as a side effect of “successful normativity”  and living life is a “slow death” leading us to disability, inability.

4.      Discuss the idea of an ‘undignified death’ in western culture and practice with respect to what Lawton terms the unbounded body.

Undignified death 
The disease leads to losing the control over your own body, the patient is not capable of taking care of himself, thus providing care for himself to others, take care of others, this causes embarrassment and shame.the patient loses a sense of himself, sense of self-esteem and self-awareness, is often isolated from his loved ones and due to disability and shame. An boundless body is a body that its “owner” cannot control and is not capable of doing it. Suffering and loss of dignity,which are closely linked to an unfettered body , is accompanied by “undignified death” , all alone, far from home, disconnected from everything and himself.It can be perceived in western culture and practice as something nasty, gross, disgusting. Body is the one in control, dominant, represents self-control and self-esteem, identity. Loss of these things may lead to undignified death.
