Somayeh and Iva 

Discussion questions for Sara Ahmed’s the affective politics of fear 


1.    Taking the example of Fanon’s encounter with the white child, how is fear produced and produces subject and object? How can fear move between signs and becomes conducive to labelling some bodies as “fearsome” and not others?
2.    Ahmed argues that fear and anxiety can ‘slide’ into one another. What is the status of the object in fear and in anxiety? How do fear and anxiety intensify and with what effect?
3.    What are spatial dynamics of an affective politics of fear? Taking the example of women’s fear of violence in public places, how is women’s sense of vulnerability established and how does it change their mobility?
4.    What are resonances between Ahmed’s conception of an affective politics of fear and Stryker conception of transgender rage?
