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BASIC STRUCTURE FOR PRESENTATIONS AND PAPERS
This structure can help you stay focused as you organize your arguments. It provides a starting framework which you can adapt to your topic. Most important is to select the key information that best supports your arguments. 

[bookmark: _Hlk1371212]Position Paper
The position paper should focus only on the argument and supporting your reasoning, not the background data and material. This basic framework can be adapted according to your topic.

Introduction 
Purpose: 
· To introduce the topic
· To introduce your main argument and the supporting reasoning. 
Main argument: The introduction should have a clear statement that someone can argue against. For example: This position paper will argue that/give evidence to demonstrate why/show that  
…the Brexit could lead to the long-term breakup of the EU
…the EU should not recognize the PKK in Turkey
…use of targeted military force in North Korea would be the best solution to the current standoff 	
Argument I  
Evidence and examples which support your argument
Argument 2 
	Evidence and examples which support your argument
Conclusion 


Presentation
Introduction (2 minutes)
Purpose: 
· To introduce the topic
·  To introduce the structure and evidence you will use to support your argument (outline slide)
Content: 
· An interesting introduction that catches your audience’s attention using for example a visual such as a photo, a map, a picture or graph, a surprising statistic, a question for the audience, some kind of audience participation, a true/false question etc. 
· An outline slide (see below) with the presentation structure. 
All presentations in English should have an outline slide. Clear structure is important in the Anglo-Saxon world since it helps your audience understand.
(Sample outline slide)
 (
Outline 
The Brexit and its consequences
Th
e Brexit could
 lead to the 
long-term 
breakup of the EU. 
(This must be a statement that someone can agree or disagree with
.
)
1 Backg
r
ound 
and context 
of the Brexit
 
2 
Eurosceptic 
movements 
in other EU countries
 
3 
Impact of the Brexit on the EU economy 
4 Conclusion
)







· When you present the outline slide use signposting language (underlined below and in the Signposting Language handout). I recommend using the simplest phrases possible.
· For example, for the slide above (after your attention getting introduction), you could say “My topic today is the Brexit. I am going to argue that the Brexit could lead to the breakup of the EU in the long term. First I will discuss the background of the Brexit, second I will talk about the strong Eurosceptic movements in other countries, third I will show how the Brexit could worsen the ongoing impacts of the economic crisis. To conclude I will summarize my argument and introduce some questions for our discussion.”

1 Background and context (3 minutes)
Purpose: 
· To provide VERY brief background and contextual information on the topic.
· To put the topic in context.
Content: 
· VERY brief background and contextual information on the topic, for example the key issues, key events (recent or historical), key actors. 

2 Argument 1 (4 minutes)
Purpose: 
· To clearly state your first argument.
· To show evidence that supports your argument. 
· Presenting information in a visual way can be very powerful, e.g. maps, comparisons using bullet points (pros/cons; advantages/disadvantages), pictures, graphs etc. 
Content: 
· Your argument. 
· Evidence that supports your argument (visuals such as charts, graphs, etc can also be used).

3 Argument 2 (4 minutes)
Purpose: 
· To clearly state your second argument.
· To show evidence that supports your argument. 
Content: 
· Your argument. 
· Evidence that supports your argument (visuals such as charts, graphs, etc can also be used).

4 Conclusion (2 minutes)
Purpose: 
· To restate your argument and the reasoning behind it. 
· To introduce questions for discussion.
Content: 
· A very brief summary of your argument and the supporting reasoning behind it. 
· Questions for discussion.


 Handout
	Please see the syllabus for information on creating your handout.

Final Paper
An 8 page paper (1 standard page = 1800 characters with spaces) must be submitted by each student by 15 June 2019. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This should be an argumentative essay expanding on your position paper. You can use the evidence from your position paper and presentation if you feel it strongly backs up your arguments. You should also integrate issues or weaknesses in your arguments or evidence that the opponent or your classmates found. The aim is to write a proper academic paper using what you have learned and seeking new evidence as needed. 

The structure should be similar to the position paper (see above). You should clearly state your main argument and supporting arguments (they will be the same as your position paper). There should be a short section outlining the context (1-1.5 pages). Each supporting argument should be backed up with evidence (see assessment below).

Assessment will be based on the following: 
 	clear structure
clearly stated argument and sub-argument
how well you have supported your arguments with evidence, e.g. data, research or evidence from journal articles, books, news sources, statements from experts (politicians fall into this category), examples
correct referencing of every idea which is not your own
critical thinking 

In an 8 page paper it is useful to use headings to clearly structure the essay. These normally include: Introduction, Context, a heading for each supporting argument and Conclusion. 




