Academic Reading Worksheet: Modals of Certainty
Modals of certainty help us show how sure we are about something. They are often used in academic texts to evaluate evidence, make interpretations, and discuss possible explanations.
High Certainty
· must (present/future): strong logical conclusion
· must have (past): strong logical conclusion about the past
· will certainly / will definitely: future certainty
· cannot / can't: strong belief that something is impossible
Medium Certainty
· may / might / could: something is possible but not certain
· may well: fairly strong probability
· be likely to: strong probability
Low Certainty
· might / could (weaker depending on context): a small possibility

Exercise: Modals of Certainty - Instructions: Read the sentences. Identify:
The modal verb or expression of certainty.
The degree of certainty (high, medium, low).
The meaning in context (e.g., logical conclusion, impossibility, probability).
1. The results must be in the appendix, but I haven’t checked yet.
2. This article can’t be from a reliable source; it contains several factual errors.
3. The author may be referring to earlier research, but it’s not entirely clear.
4. Students might struggle with this chapter because the vocabulary is advanced.
5. The rise in temperature could indicate a broader climate trend.
6. These data must have been collected before the policy change.
7. The theory can’t have predicted such rapid developments.
8. More funding will certainly improve the reliability of the study.
9. The differences in the two samples may well be due to random variation.
10. The researchers are likely to publish follow-up results next year.

