Week 6	Strategies for dealing with unfamiliar vocabulary

 Is it often advisable to try guess the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary from context as you read rather than check every new item in your dictionary. However, if you do not understand enough of the content to guess the meaning, use an alternative strategy: deal with the vocabulary first. Identify all of the words that appear to be key – look in particular at the topic and concluding sentences and near expressions that signal importance. Study their definitions in your dictionary, beginning with the words that appear to be nouns. Where words have multiple definitions, look again at the passage and choose the definition that makes most sense in the context. You may need to look at the sentence in the passage in which the word occurs several times with different definitions in mind. 

Exercise 1 Look at the following passage and rate the difficulty (1–5). Identify which factor challenges them most (concepts / vocabulary / structure).

‘When making judgements or forming impressions about others, one common attribution error is the correspondence bias, that is, the tendency to assume that other’s actions and words reflect their personality or stable personal disposition, rather than being affected by situational factors. … For those they know personally, however, their past interactions with them help Facebook users avoid the trap of correspondence bias and recognize the external factors at work: it is the occasions that make their friends happy.’

Source: Chou. H. G. & Edge, N. (2012). "They Are Happier and Having Better Lives than I Am": The Impact of Using Facebook on Perceptions of Others’ Lives. Cyberpsychology, Behavior, and Social Networking, 15(2)' 117-121.

1. Difficulty rating (1–5): ___
2. The biggest challenge for me is: ___________

 In many cases, you will have to read texts thoroughly in order to understand the content sufficiently well to include it in your essay. If the text is very dense and/or complex, you will probably need to slow down and use intensive reading strategies to help you make sense of the information. When texts are difficult to read it is often for one or more of the following reasons: the concepts are new, the vocabulary is unfamiliar, or the sentences are long and complex. Trying to deal with all of these challenges at the same time may be unrealistic.

Tip:  If a text is difficult to read, read the passage several times each time focusing on one particular difficulty.

Exercise 2 Focused Reading
Read the text three times, each with a different focus:
1. First read: identify the main idea of the passage.


2. Second read: highlight key terms and look up meanings (e.g. attribution error, correspondence bias, disposition). 
Exercise 3 Locate words i-v below. For each word, select the definition a or b that best fits the context.
i. Correspondence
a) communication by exchange letters
b) state of being the same as
ii. Reflect
a) to think
b) to express
iii. Stable
a) a type of shelter (n)
b) unchanging (adi)
iv. Disposition
a) a person’s usual mood
b) transferring something to another person
v. Trap
a) a device for catching animals or people
b) an unpleasant situation which is difficult to avoid or escape

3. Third read: paraphrase one or two sentences in your own words.







Pair check: Compare paraphrases. Discuss: “What does the term correspondence bias mean in your own words?” “How does Facebook use illustrate it?”

Reflection: 
Which part of the text was hardest for you — vocabulary, concept, or sentence structure?
Which strategies helped you most (rereading, paraphrasing, discussing, using a dictionary)?







Academic Grammar Focus: Reading Skills
5 Grammar Phenomena Important for Academic Reading
1. Nominalization – Using nouns instead of verbs to express ideas formally.
· Example: The researchers analyzed the data → The analysis of the data revealed…
2. Hedging / Cautious Language – Softening statements to avoid overgeneralization.
· Words like: may, might, appears to, suggests that
· Example: This theory is correct → This theory appears to be correct
3. Passive Constructions – Emphasizing processes or results rather than the actor.
· Example: Researchers conducted the experiment → The experiment was conducted…
4. Relative Clauses – Providing extra information about a noun, either essential (defining) or non-essential (non-defining).
· Defining: Students who study regularly perform better.
· Non-defining: Students, who study regularly, perform better.
5. Reporting Verbs & That-Clauses – Presenting others’ ideas in a precise, formal way.
· Example: The author argues that intensive reading improves comprehension.
Practice Tasks
1. Nominalization
Rewrite using a noun instead of the verb:
1. The researchers analyzed the results carefully.

2. The committee decided to revise the guidelines.

2. Hedging
Soften the statements using appropriate hedges:
3. This study proves that bilingualism improves attention.

4. Climate change will definitely affect crop yields.
3. Passive Constructions
Rewrite in passive form:
5. Scientists conducted the experiment last year.

6. We will publish the new findings next month.

4. Relative Clauses
Choose the correct relative clause form (defining / non-defining) or add one to clarify meaning:
7. The students who / ,who, submitted their essays late received lower grades.
8. The 2018 survey which / ,which, was widely cited, revealed surprising trends.
9. Add a relative clause: The theory is complex. It is rarely applied in practice.
5. Reporting Verbs & That-Clauses
Complete with appropriate reporting verbs (argue, suggest, emphasize, point out, claim):
10. The author _______ that intensive reading improves comprehension.
11. Several scholars _______ the need for further research in digital humanities.
12. The study _______ that early exposure to music enhances cognitive development.
6. Mixed / Application
Rewrite the sentence to make it more academic (add a nominalization, passive, or hedge):

13. We observed that students improved quickly after using the new software.


14. The teacher explained how to interpret historical data.


15. The results confirmed the hypothesis, but some questions remain unanswered.

