Academic Reading – Week 3 
Topic 1: Understanding the Structure of Academic Texts
1. What Is an Academic Text?
An academic text is a piece of writing produced in a university or research context.
Its goal is to inform, analyse, argue, or discuss a topic using evidence and formal language.
2. Common Types of Academic Texts
	Type
	Typical Purpose
	Common Structure

	Essay
	Discusses or argues a point
	Introduction – Body – Conclusion

	Research Article
	Reports research findings
	Abstract – Introduction – Method – Results – Discussion – Conclusion

	Book Chapter
	Explains or explores a topic in depth
	Introduction – Thematic Sections – Summary

	Report
	Describes and evaluates research or a project
	Introduction – Method – Findings – Discussion – Recommendations


3. Basic Structure of an Academic Text
Introduction
· Presents the topic, context, and main idea (thesis or research question).
· Often includes background information or a brief review of previous research.
Typical language:
This paper aims to explore… Previous studies have suggested that… The purpose of this essay is to examine…
Body
· Develops the main argument or analysis.
· Organized into paragraphs, each with one clear idea.
Each paragraph usually follows this structure:
	Part
	Function
	Example

	Topic sentence
	States the main idea
	One important reason for this development is…

	Supporting sentences
	Give examples, data, evidence, explanation
	For instance, according to Smith (2020)…

	Concluding sentence
	Summarizes or connects to next point
	Therefore, it can be seen that…


Common organizational patterns in paragraphs:
1. Cause → Effect
2. Problem → Solution
3. Compare → Contrast
4. Argument → Example
5. General → Specific
 Conclusion
· Summarizes main findings or arguments.
· Restates the purpose or thesis.
· Sometimes includes implications or suggestions for further research.
Typical language:
In conclusion, this study has shown that… These results suggest that… Further research could investigate…
4. Activity: Identifying Common Organizational Patterns in Academic Texts
Read the paragraphs below (A–E). Each one follows a typical academic pattern. Your task is to match each paragraph to one of the five structures listed above:
A.
In many European cities, the rise of tourism has led to rapid changes in local housing markets. As more apartments are used for short-term rentals, the availability of long-term housing decreases. As a result, rental prices have increased, forcing local residents to move away from city centres.
B.
Museums and art galleries share a similar goal: to preserve and present cultural heritage. However, they differ in their approach. While museums often focus on collecting and conserving historical artefacts, art galleries typically emphasize contemporary creation and public engagement.
C.
Many university students experience high levels of stress, which can negatively affect both their mental health and academic performance. One effective way to address this issue is to integrate well-being workshops into the curriculum. These sessions help students develop time management and coping strategies, reducing anxiety and improving motivation.
D.
Cultural identity plays a key role in shaping artistic expression. For example, the work of Frida Kahlo reflects both her Mexican heritage and her personal experiences of illness and pain. Through her use of traditional symbols and vivid colours, she expressed complex ideas about nationality and selfhood.
E.
Modern technology has influenced almost every aspect of communication. Social media platforms, for instance, have transformed how people share information, form relationships, and participate in public debates. In particular, Twitter and TikTok now play an important role in shaping political and cultural discussions worldwide.
Reflection: 
1. How do linking words (e.g., as a result, however, for example) help you recognize the pattern?
2. Which structure is most common in your field of study?

Topic 2: Academic Vocabulary in Context
Recognizing and Using Academic Vocabulary
1. What Is Academic Vocabulary?
Academic vocabulary refers to words and expressions used frequently in academic writing across disciplines.
These words often:
· sound formal rather than conversational,
· help to connect ideas logically,
· and express evaluation or stance.
2. Examples of Academic vs. General Vocabulary
	General English
	Academic Equivalent
	Example

	say / talk about
	discuss / examine
	This paper discusses the role of…

	show
	demonstrate / illustrate / reveal
	The results demonstrate that…

	think / believe
	suggest / argue / assume / claim
	Many researchers argue that…

	get / have
	obtain / receive / experience
	The participants obtained better results…

	good / bad
	beneficial / detrimental
	This policy had a detrimental effect on…

	a lot / many
	numerous / considerable / significant
	There are numerous examples of…



3. Nominalization (Turning Verbs into Nouns)
Academic writing often uses noun forms to sound more formal and concise.
	Verb
	Noun
	Example

	decide
	decision
	The decision was based on…

	develop
	development
	The development of this theory…

	fail
	failure
	The failure to address the issue…

	analyse
	analysis
	A detailed analysis was conducted…



4. Linking and Transition Words
These words show relationships between ideas.
	Function
	Examples

	Adding
	moreover, furthermore, in addition, also

	Contrasting
	however, on the other hand, although

	Showing cause/effect
	therefore, as a result, consequently

	Giving examples
	for instance, for example, such as

	Concluding
	in conclusion, to sum up, overall



5. Activity: Structure and Academic Vocabulary
Read the text “Digital Art”.
1. Label the Introduction, Body, and Conclusion. Then, label topic sentences, supporting sentences and concluding sentences in each paragraph.
2. Underline academic verbs and nouns (e.g., increased, enables, opportunity).
3. Circle linking words (e.g., however, moreover, while) and identify their function in the paragraphs.
4. Replace one general word with a more academic one (e.g., “big change” → “significant shift”).
In recent years, interest in digital art has increased significantly. Artists are experimenting with virtual reality, AI, and blockchain to challenge traditional ideas of authorship and ownership. However, this trend has also raised questions about accessibility and authenticity.
One reason for this growth is the expanding availability of digital tools. Software such as Procreate and Blender enables artists to create professional-quality work at low cost. Moreover, online platforms allow instant global sharing. Yet, critics argue that digital art lacks the tactile experience of traditional media.
In conclusion, while digital art provides new creative opportunities, it also transforms how society defines originality and artistic value.
