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READING

Closely read or listen to the compulsory source and choose their second 

reading (a) or (b) based on the synopsis of AI (ChatGPT, Copilot, etc.)

• Becker et al. 2024. “Forum.” Journal of Modern European History, 22(2): 130-150.

• (a) Clark. 2013. "Introduction". In The Sleepwalkers. London: Penguin. XXI- XXIX.

• (b) Bourke. 2014. "Pain and Emotion in Modern History." In Phantom Suffering.

London: Palgrave Macmillan. 66-89.



THE AIM OF THE SOURCES

PERSPECTIVES

• Macro perspective

• Comparative perspective

• Micro perspective: 

case study

PREPARATION FOR FINAL PAPER

• State of the art

• Research question 

• Structure

• Sources 



ARCHIVES

• What do you mean by an archive?

Place to gather firsthand facts, data, and evidence from letters, reports, 

notes, memos, photographs, and other primary sources (NA).

• Who runs an archive?

Archivists. Special university training in preserving the original material and 

helping people obtain it. 

• What is the difference between archives and records?

Archives = repository of the permanently valuable records

Records = documents



TYPES OF ARCHIVES

• Government archives

• City archives

• Corporate archives

• Museums

DECLASSIFICATION: 

20/25/30/50/100-year rule

• College and university archives

• Historical societies

• Religious archives

• Medical archives

• Special collections



Clarks: Sleepwalkers



https://portal.ehri-project.eu/institutions


“The soldier above all others prays for 
peace, for it is the soldier who must 
suffer and bear the deepest wounds and 
scars of war.”

DOUGLAS MACARTHUR (1880-1964)



WWI AND TRAUMA

CONTEXT

• Intransparent policy making

• July crisis 1914

• Complex event of raw modernity

• Ethno-national concepts & national self-determination

• Subsequent violence

• Collective security

• Appeacement

FACTS

• WWI:   28 July 1914 - 11 Nov. 1918

• Entante/Allied Powers vs. Central Powers

• Three empires

• 65 million troops

• 20 million deaths

• 21 million wounded





Sunday Independent, 7 June 1919



POSTWAR AND TRAUMA

CONTEXT

• Pain of experience // experience of pain

• Social & health care

• Long-term war effects

• Stigma of war

• National events vs. transnational experience

FACTS

• min. 20 % soldiers shell shocked

• 1.3 million people victims of CW

• 3 to 4 million widows 

• 360,000 children fatherless

• 1 to 2 million dead Armenians

• $32 billion, or 52 percent of US GNP



TRANSITIONAL  JUSTICE  AND 
HUMANITARIAN  LAW

Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907

Declaration of the Rights of the Child of 1924 (1959)

Geneve Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or other Gases, and of 

Bacteriological Methods of Warfare of 1925

Charter of the United Nations of 1945

Nuremberg Charter of 1945 / Tokyo Charter of 1946

Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 (Paris)

Geneva Conventions of 1949

Paris Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide of 1951

NY Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees of 1967

NY United Nations Convention Against Torture of 1985

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court of 1998



“The soldier above all others prays for 
peace, for it is the soldier who must 
suffer and bear the deepest wounds and 
scars of war.”

DOUGLAS MACARTHUR (1880-1964)



QUESTIONS?
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