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emotional; it gripped him within hospital wards and when he was ‘sit-
ting alone in my Bedroom’. He struggled to distinguish the experience
of pain from the pain of experience. On the surface, he should have
been able to elicit sympathy: he was a white male who had been born
into a privileged family and had served as an officer in war. In fact, his
class status was a further cause for agony. As one doctor reported: “The
officer is a man of sensitive temperament and a loss of his leg affects
him more than one of coarser fibre. He ... hates people looking at
him and sympathizing with him.’'°! Those physicians who witnessed
his pain often attempted to sympathise and provide succour, but
their inability to solve his crises eventually led each of them to turn
away — sometimes in despair, at other times in annoyance. The invis-
ibility of his wound - his stump seemed to be ‘normal’ and the limb
that burned like fire did not exist — trumped all scientific theorising.
Theories about physiological pain pathways, psychiatric pathologies,
constitutional inheritances, psychosomatic symptoms and even ‘old
womanish’ sensitivities failed to ease suffering that was anything but
‘phantom’.
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