Emily Dickinson, 1830 – 1886

Amherst, Mass; near Concord and Boston, transcendentalist centers

- got formal education  (Mount Holyoke Female Seminary, now College); avid reader

- wrote 1775 poems, in tiny manuscript books which she called „fascicles“; only several poems published in her lifetime

- lived as a recluse, but corresponded a lot

- ranks among the greatest American poets

- first edition of her poems in the 1890s  by Mabel Loomis Todd and Thomas Wentworth Higginson

- complete edition in 1945; complete critical edition in 1955, containing the correspondence

- čeští překladatelé: Jiřina Hauková, Jiří Šlédr, Eva Klimentová

- irregularities of rhythm, the maximum condensation in metaphoric poems that are intellectual and emotional complexes (I quote, for the purpose of an interlink, from a later manifesto text by a modernist poet Ezra Pound, “A Few Don’ts by an Imagiste”, 1913: An "Image" is that which presents an intellectual and emotional complex in an instant of time.) Also, we encounter focused reflections as well as associative compositions. Her poetics made her poetry very unusual in the literary context of her lifetime.  
- She became appreciated in the context of modernism, and later, up to the present.
- We may find some correspondences between E. D. and a stream of modernist poetry called imagism (esp. the 1910s, 1920s). Pursued by Ezra Pound, Hilda Doolittle, Amy Lowell, William Carlos Williams.
- „A Few Dont´s by an Imagist“ – manifesto of imagism, 1913, announced the modernist poetics of precision, concision and metrical freedom

- Imagists chose, declaratively, to use the free verse 

Hilda Doolittle, 1886 – 1961

- known as “the most perfect“ of imagist poets for innovative musical rhythms and stark images

- bisexual orientation, which also becomes a creative position (woman partner Bryher)

- was aware of gender and thematized it; poetic insights into female mythological characters

- translated from classical Greek

- early, imagist collection of poems: Sea Garden, 1916

Mariane Moore, 1887 – 1972

- led a life of a single woman that seemingly was dull, but it allowed her a lot of freedom

- friends with Elizabeth Bishop, H. D., William Carlos Williams; respected by T. S. Eliot and E. Pound 

- Poems, 1921; Observations, 1924

