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Motivation
Briefly articulate your motivation for pursuing the proposed MA thesis topic (approx. 1–2 paragraphs). This section should address:
· Research problem: Identify the key problem, puzzle, or empirical/theoretical issue your thesis will examine.
· Rationale and contribution: Explain why this problem merits investigation, including the research gap you aim to address and/or the specific contribution you intend to make to existing scholarship (e.g., introducing a new perspective, applying an underused approach, or examining an overlooked case).
· Research question(s) / hypotheses: Formulate the central research question(s) and, where appropriate, the hypotheses you intend to test or explore.

Literature Review
Provide a preliminary list of 10 scholarly sources (academic books and/or peer-reviewed journal articles) relevant to your topic. For each source, include 1–2 sentences outlining:
· the main argument or focus of the work, and
· its relevance for your literature review (e.g., theoretical foundation, methodological guidance, empirical background, or key debate).

Theoretical Framework
Briefly outline the theoretical approach that will guide your analysis of the empirical material (approx. 1–2 paragraphs). Depending on your research focus, you may:
· situate your study within grand or middle-range theories (often, though not exclusively, appropriate in International Relations research), or
· ground your analysis primarily in theoretical concepts and analytical categories (often, though not exclusively, appropriate in certain areas of Security Studies).
At a more advanced stage, you may also reference your meta-theoretical position and underlying ontological and epistemological assumptions (optional). Consult your supervisor regarding the appropriate scope and depth of the theoretical framework for your project. Clearly state which theoretical perspective you will employ and why it is suitable for addressing your research question(s).

Methodology
Describe the methodological approach you will adopt and justify its suitability for your research design (approx. 1–2 paragraphs). Your discussion should include:
· Methodological approach: Specify whether your study uses a qualitative, quantitative, or mixed-methods design.
· Data and data collection: Describe what kind of empirical material you will use and how/where you will obtain it (e.g., interviews, documents, archival sources, datasets, media outputs).
· Data analysis: Explain how you plan to analyse the data and which analytical method(s) or techniques you intend to apply.
· Conceptualization/operationalization: Provide a preliminary outline of your key concepts and how they will be conceptualized (primarily in qualitative designs) and/or operationalized into measurable indicators (primarily in quantitative designs).

Suggested Thesis Structure
The final structure of your MA thesis will depend on your research design and should be agreed upon with your supervisor. A commonly used structure may include:
· Introduction
· Literature Review
· Theoretical Framework
· Methodology
· Empirical Findings
· Discussion of Empirical Findings
· Conclusions

References
Provide a complete list of all works cited in the project, formatted consistently according to ISO 690 or another widely used citation style (e.g., Chicago, Harvard). Students are strongly encouraged to use a reference manager (e.g., Zotero, Mendeley). For guidance on citation and referencing, consult the faculty library website (https://knihovna.fsv.cuni.cz/en/research-support/how-and-why-cite) or contact the Jinonice Library team at citace@fsv.cuni.cz for further support or individual consultation.
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