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Eguberri

—OLENTZERO

(Onenzaro, Onentzaro, Olentzaro, Ononzaro,
Orentzago...)

olesen + aroa = ,to call/ask” + ,time/season”

*For earlier Basques, it was the season of
asking from house to house.

v" chubby man
v' good meal & vine

v' peasant clothes &
txapela

v pipe
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*Jentilak left, only Olentzero remained behind to embrace Christianity.

. *The remaining jentilak hid themselves under the stones. Oletzero placed- B
* . stones on them and announced to the Basque people the arrival of

Christionit‘ . O




*The fairy took Olentzero to a childless couple and they accepted the
~ baby with open arms.
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MODERN OLENTZERO

- in the night of Christmas Eve, when
everybody sleeps, he gets into the houses

through the chimneys to warm himself up

- charcoal maker who lives in a hutin the ‘ ,LI
A Y mountains
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g EEE > brings Christmas presents (or coal) to
the children and to the adults

> "baserri” (farmhouse) in towns and

m W cities
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Useful links ©

Olentzero - Wikipedia

Olentzero: The Basgue Christmas Figure
(nabasque.eus)

Olentzero, the Basgue Santa Claus - YouTube



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olentzero
https://nabasque.eus/olentzero.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3G13jnRahs

