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Krystyna W. was twenty two and the mother of two' small chlldren
'__'yvhen she came to the “Ziemowit” ¢oal mine near her hometown of
"Pszczyna to ask for work. It was 1952, the peak of rapid postwar
‘industrialization in Poland, and she had heard from her female friends
' that the Silesian coal m.ines Were hiri'ng Wo'rnen' for und'er'gmund'WOrk

work was hard and the wages low. When her husband was m]ured and
_"'could not work; she began looking for a stable job w1th a good salary to
support her family. Although the COMMUNIst press at the time encour-
aged women to enter jobs traditionally dominated by men, becoming a
 female coal miner was not an easy task. When -Krys‘fyﬁa' checked in with
“the Employment Office at the “Ziemowit” coal mine; she was told that
" there were no more vacancies underground. But she did not give up.
~ Krystyna went straight to the office of the mine’s director. She recalled:
 “The director’s secretary asked me what I wanted, and I said Ineeded to
- talk to the director regarding 2 personal matter. [ was admitted imme-
7d1ately » Krystyna presented her plea: she wanted to work underground »

' Office: The next day, Krystyna was hired as an underground coal miner -
assisting in the transportation of coal to the surface: “The director had
" an eye on me,” Krystyna recalled. “Later on; whenever he came under-

ground, he would not talk to any other woman but always would stop
by me and ask how I was, how my chlldren Were, and if 1 rny husband was
At Krystyna worked 1n the mines for two years Her work was' fully '

;_f' After a short conversation about Krystyna s family' situation, the direc<
tor hanided her a handwritten note and sent her back to the Employment 5" s

rnechanlzed and weﬂ pald As an underground coal mmer, she recewed' o
media attentlon, bonuses, and even a new apartment for her farrnly. She.- g



left her job reluctantly in late 1954 after she became pregnant with her -~

third child, because pregnant women were not allowed to work under-
ground. A little more than a year later, when Krystyna came back to the
mine after her maternity leave, she learned that she could not go back to
her underground job. The work was now deemed too dangerous and
inappropriate for women. Instead, she was given a job in the sorting

house on the surface. She soon found her wages significantly reduced .

-and the new WOI‘k condmons harsh and physrcally demanding. After a
few: rnonths Krystyna left the' “Z1ernount rnme to look for 4 ]ob_
elsewhere | T o e, B og w "

Krystyna s story 1llustrates the expenences of rnany female 1ndustr1al"
workers n post—r 945 Poland, a time when state polrc1es toward employ‘—
ment and gender equahty constantly shtfted Iu the early 1950s, in the

-wake of raptd ‘stalinist 1ndustr1ahzatron, wormen. Were encouraged to
" enter ]obs tra drtronally performed by men.’ > But by 1956, such jobs were

f deplcted as- contradlctory to women’s. nature The female reproductwe_ .

‘ capacity, communist leaders argued, made women unﬁt for jobs tradr—-" '

t.lonally perforrned by men.. What ‘was the source of these 1deas? Why__

~ was it important to deS1gnate ]obs accordmg to gender characterrstrcs in

a Marxist state that endorsed equality ; and socioeconomic condrtrons 5

rather than blologlcal traits as the primary deterrnmants of 1nd1v1dual
and collecuve identities? ' And _perhaps more 1mportantly, _why was
gender drfference ‘more s1gn1ﬁcant at certam pohtlcal moments than
| ThlS book addresses these questtons by exannnmg the exPerrences of. -
. Women rn texnle and coal rnmmg cornmumtres in the context of postwar |
. reconstrucnon and soc1ahst state butldmg in Poland Women S 1ndustr1al e,
labor was central to the communist effort to burld a. new socrety free of_:

1nequaht1es Yet gender dlfference remarned a prlmary way of dernarcat— L

mg and understandmg socral lnerarchres in postwar Poland. Ideas of

Krystyna W., interview ‘oy author tape recordmg, Tychy, 32 November 2002
5 Followmg Padrmc Kenney; I use the term “stalinism” in lowercase. “in an effort 10
_'-'_'_:separate the Systern from its founder * Padrarc Kenney, _Rebmldmg Pofand Workers
r :_“and Commumsts 194 5—19 50 (Ithaca N Y.z Corriell Umversny Press - 1997),
T B Throughout this book; T use the’ word “communism” tather than ¢ socrahsm 10
denote the Marmsthemmst ‘model of sociatism. first implemented in revolunonary

. Russia, Although the communist stage of the Marxist theoretical model was never =

" achieved by any socrety, 1t is’ 1mportant to’ dlfferentlate the Sovret style systems from' B n
* other brands of socialism.: : s : : e S e Srmaiag .
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b1010g1cal dlfference and reproduct1on actually became central to- the‘.f_; )

" official concept of equality. Indeed, party-state actors aimed to- detect "

- and define male and female “natural” qualities that would correspond to

~ their predispositions to. perform a particular task in production. In so
doing, they periodically reconfigured the terms of gender segregation, but
rarely questioned the very concept of sex-typing of jobs or natural gender
_'_quahtles : & FAKE T N f oo of

> Such reconﬁguratlon of gender hlerarchles was not purely an eco-
“nomic or ideological scheme imposed from above. Rather; rearrangmg

_gender hierarchies served to articulate and. execute political power. at

- specific junctures of postwar Polish history, ofteni in response to pressures

 from below. Political ruptures such as the end of the Second World War,
- the imposition of stalinism on Poland, and eventually the reform move-
ment and de-stalinization all generated intense public debates about
~female and male roles and. 'resulxt./d' in' renegotiation of the place of
_' _Women at the workplace and in the communist polity. In this sense, the
“understanding of gender difference was not tangential to the making of a

_';'_3c0mmumst system but rather served as a foundation for the formulation -
+ of Polish postwar social and polltlcal order. Not only state 1nst1tut10ns.._

part1<:1pated in this process but local comnlunltles and 1nd1v1duals aswelk

- AsKrystyna’s story demonstrates, , gender polmcs was hotly contested -

; . durmg the transition from stalinism to poststahmsm in the mid-x950s.
 After Stalin’s death in March 1953, Polish communists found that one of

~'the most effective 'Ways O garner support for reforms of the systermn and

éstablish legitimacy of the poststalinist regime was o ‘deploy images of

e

-_:'_fsexual disorder- and violation of natural geﬂdef roles symbolized by' v
- working- women. Thus- gender pohtlcs was a powerful mstrunlent in- .

’_5-"negotlat1ng the pohﬂcal and national legmmacy of communist regunes %y o
The notions of hberahzanon and what became knowr as Soc1ahsm with.
“a Human Face,” periodically endorsed in Eastern Europe by some party '

) leaders as well as intellectuals and workers, were ot gender neutral but
: _often SJgnaled a2’ renewed commltment to remventmg precommumst
-'cultural tl‘adltIOI'lS and boostmg men’s superlorlty over women. 3 The

3 On arnti- fenumst trends wnthm the Hunganan d1551dent movement, see ]oanna Goven "

% “Gender Politics in Hungdry: Autonomy and Anti-Feminism,” in Gender Politics and . ;

3 Post-Comminism: Reflections from Eastern Europe arid the Former Soviet Umon ed
: Nanette Funk and Magda Mueller (New York Routledge 1993) 22.4—-40
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* key role that gender difference played in the interaction between state -
and society indicated that the cultural was political in fundamental ways:
the viability of the communist system depended, to a large degree, on the
regime’s successful enforcement of gender boundaries in many spheres of
social, economic, and political life. TR e |
This book is more than an analysxs of Pohsh party state’s approach
to women’s work. I seek to restore agency to women, who have often
been depicted in popular and scholarly literature as passwe objects of
- party-state. pohmes 4 In examining how female workers experienced

~* and made sense of state policies, I ask how they sub]ecnvely understood -

socially and culturally art1culated meanings of womanhood. For exam-
~ ple, I look at female migration from the countrysnde to the factory as a
| powerful vebicle of identity transformation. Young women often took
this opportunity to establish their personal autonomy while: breaking
~ free from the conﬁnements of traditional peasant communities and the
- state’ s model ofa d13c1plmed labor force. ‘Older femalc workers at the
© same time frequently turned their mfer:or status on the shop ﬂoor intoa
- tool of power. They used the state-endorsed roles of women as pro-
-~ ducers and consumers: to' stage strikes and 1dent1fy glarmg contradxc—

tions in the communist promise of equahty and social j justice.
~In broadly humanistic terms, this book secks to. understand how "
leaders and ordinary people understood equal nghts as well as how
they perceived and responded to the novelty of an active state’s cam-
. paignto promote women in the soc1al h1erarchy How, ifat all d1d Poles
] reconcﬂe new models of “gender equallty ‘with thelr own precommun—-

<List experiences and behefs'-’ And- ‘what exactly were. these notions of

: gender equahty?’” I use the term to denote comm1tment to: equai r1ghts "'
-'and equal access to pohtlcal soaal, and econonnc power for women

B See for example, essays on women and commumsm. in Sharon L Wolchjk and A]ﬁ'ed
- G Meyer, eds., Women, State; and Party in Eastem Europe (Durham, N.C.: Duke
" University Press, 1985); and Tova Yedlin, ed.; Wormen in Eastern Europe cmd the Soviet
- Union (New York: Praeger, 1980). The view of women as primarily victims of commu-
~nist policies dominates the. Polish-language historical literature. See, for example,
. Dariusz Jarosz, Polacy a stalinizm, 1948-:956 (Warsaw I.nstytut Hlstoru PAN, -

7 2000), 116-44. Notable exceptions are works on women in. the Solidarity movement:

- See, for: example, Shana - Penn, - Solidarity’s Secret: The Women Who Defeated '
R Communism in Poland (Ann-Arbor: The University of Mlchlgan Press, 2005); and
. Padraic Kenney, “The Gender of Resistance i in Commumst Poland Tbe Amencan
 Historical Review 104 (April 1999) 399-425." o e e, S




and mer. But thrs connnrtment can come in drfferent shapes and forms

Commugist ideas were in many ways d}fferent from what we under-
stand as equal rights in American and Furopean democracies of the
twenty-first century. While sharing many of the same ideas, the com-
munist concept was shaped by an illiberal political and social context.
The* present-day notion of equality, in contrast, is the outcome of the

owerful social and political movements of the 1960s and r970s aimed
at inclusion.and civil society as a Way to perfect the llberal democratlc__? :

Europeans today promote civic values along with dwersrty inrace and
gender it-is critical to examine the first such experiments, however -
different in their execution and intent. Ultnnately, my analysrs seeks to
1llunnnate profound tensions that are central to any egalrtanan pr01 ects_._
pursued by state and nonstate actors in all pohtrcal contexts s

POLISH .TRADITION AND SOVIET' REVOLUTIO

Scholars have demonstrated the fundamental role that gender hrerar--_ t ”
chres played in modern European societies.. In the words of pronnnent'
socral hrstorrans Laura L. Frader and Sonya O Rose gender has been
Ca central d1mensron of the socral practrces and power relanons that have; |

natronal and local condltlons"'

s :.__Hrstorlan Joan Scott has explored tensions in fernlmst polrucs mn the context of a llberal-' e
- democratic system in erghteenth— and mneteenthcentury France. Many of her ﬁnd_mgs, i
< especrally the issue of unresolved dilemmas of sexual sameness ‘and difference, can be

¥ “or.difference (which can never be satisfied by- either alternanve) is symptomatic of the

.'--(Carnbrrdge ‘Mass.: Harvard Urnversrty Press,; 1968); 74

Enropean Working-Class History,” in Gender and Class in Modern Europe, ed Laura_-_ﬁ &
; L. Frader and Sonya O. Rose (Ithaca, N Yo Corne]] Umversrty Press T 9 9 6), R

order. Nevertheless i ‘both cases, the. concept of equal rights was "
rooted in. the. 1deas of the Enlrghtenrnent and there are lessons to.be . .
learned from the ‘communist. ‘experience.: Indeed -as ‘Americans. and . .-

“had profound consequences for people s lrves.’_’F Because female and:_'. g -
nlale roles are so deepl}r embedded in all socral life,: they can, prOVlde a'_ T
Wrndow 1nto the mteractron between a new pohtlcal order and exrsnng;- |
_How then d1d an: allen systern rmp0sed sl
rorn above affect local soc1al structures? Sheer coerc10n and repressron' : .j'f:_ R
= ere not sufﬁcrent to create a communrst system in Po and. "Rathe 1_ the;l et

. applied to communist societies. She argues that “the apparent need tor choose sameness_'_‘ “

dlfﬁculty that sexual diffcrence poses. for singular conceptions of the individual.” See L
Joan. Wallach Scott, Only Paradoxes to Offer French Femmtsts and the Rtghts of Men-_f ke L

- % Laura L. Frader and Sonya O. Rose, “Introduction: Gender and the Reconstructron of sy,
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imposition of radically new norms involved -constant -n'egdtiations
between the state and society. - Sl 7 : . s _
Polish communism differed from the Sov1et model in s1gn1ﬁcar1t
ways. One obvious difference was that in Eastern Europe, except for
Yugoslavia and Albania, communist governments did not come to
- power as native forces but as foreign impositions. Thus their national
legitimacy was limited. In order to consolidate power, Eastern
European leaders adjusted the system to fit different national and
Jocal conditions. Even the imposition of Soviet-style stalinism in the
late 1940s failed to create the homogeneity of social and political life
- envisioned by Moscow. As John Connelly has argued, “behind a fagade
of uniformity separate national traditions continued through the sta-
linist period in much of the ‘northern tier’ of East Central Europe,
creating -different contexts for politics and for societal experience,””
These different contexts had profound consequences for gender rela-
tions and workplace experiences as well. S
The case of Poland was in some ways unique. Poland’s dxst:mct social
and cultural structures combined with its history: of Russian imperial
domination made that country especially unreceptive toward the com-
munist revolution inspired by its eastern neighbor. Soviet control was
more than a political challenge for Poles: it constituted an existential
threat to the values of Western culture that Poland stood for. In 1953,
Czestaw Milosz gave voice to this concern when he reflected on the
incompatibility of the Russian brand of communism with European
traditions: “Their [European] population is more intelligent; most of
their land is under cultivation; their system of communication and their
industry are more highly developed. Measures based on absolute cru-
elty are unnecessary and even pointless since there exists a greater
degree of social discipline.”® Such attitudes were strengthened among
many Poles during the Second World War. The Soviets were hardly a
friend of the Poles. First, the Soviet state joined Nazi Germany in the
partition of Poland in September 193 9. For nearly two years, the Soviets
brutalized the population of eastern Poland in an effort ostensibly to

7 Johh Connelly, Captive Um'ﬁersfty The Sovietization of East German, Czech and Polish
Hzghef Educatzon i 94 5—1 9 56 (Chapel Hjll The Umve:rsn:y of North Carolina Press,

| 2000} 2

8 Czestaw Mliosz The Captwe Mmd (New York thage Books, 1990), 62. The book
was first published in 1953.
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 eradicate class inequalities and establish communism. The mitigation of
such policies occurred only after the German invasion of the Soviet
Union on 22 June 1941. But the destiny of millions of Poles had been
sealed. The Soviets deported hundreds of thousands of Poles to the
Soviet interior and massacred Polish educated elites — most famously
in the execution of thousands of officers in 1940 in the Katyn forest.”
Although the Soviets blamed the crime on the Germans, few Poles
doubted the real identity of the perpetrators. Then, in August. 1944, at
a time when Poles were supposedly aligned with the Soviets, Stalin
deliberately remained passive during the Warsaw Uprising — leaving a
lasting imprint on the Polish national psyche. As Warsaw Poles made a
last-ditch effort to overthrow the Nazis - fully expecting the Red Army
to assist them — the Soviet leader halted his troops on the Vistula River,
allowing the Germans to decimate the Home Army, the noncommunist
resistance, and then raze the city to the ground.™ Compounding the
trauma at the war’s end, the Red Army again encroached on Polish
territory, destroying property, killing, and raping:. Eveﬂtuallir the Red
Army occupied all of Poland and assisted Polish commumsts and social-
ists in setting up a new government in Warsaw. L o
‘While it is clear why ordinary Poles detested the Sov1ets, this resent-
ment was not limited to general society. Polish communists also had
reasons to distrust their Soviet comrades. Unlike the interwar
Czechoslovak or Bulgarian communist parties, the Polish communist
party was historically miniscule and politically insignificant. Stalin
‘inflicted great damage to the Polish communist movement when he
purged its leaders and disbanded the Communist Party of Poland -
(Komunistyczna Partia Polski, or KPP) in 1938. Most leaders were
executed, and others died in prisons and labor camps.”™ Those who
survived (many of them, like Wiadystaw Gomutka, serving sentences in

® Estimates of the total number of people deported by the Soviets from eastern Poland
range from 315,000 to 980,000. See Katherine R. Jolluck, Exile and Identity: Polish
Women in the Soviet Union during World War I (Pitsburgh, Pa.: University of
Pittsburgh Press, zoo2), 13. On the Katyfi Forest massacre, see Anna M. Cienciala,
Natalia S. Lebedeva, and Wojciech Materski, eds., Katyst: A Crime without
- Punishment (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 2007). -
™ Norman Davies, R:smg 44: The Baitle for Warsaw (New York: Viking, 2003) esp.
B7A-78: =
™ Marian Kamil Dmewanowskl The Commumst mety of Pokmd An Outlme of Htstory
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1976), 149-54.

-~
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Polish prisons at the time) did not easily forget the purge, which casta
long shadow on postwar Polish-Soviet relations. Many Polish commu- .
nists welcomed every opportunity to limit their dependence on the
Soviet leadership. Even during stalinism, Polish communists were less
eager than their counterparts elsewhere in Eastern Europe to imitate the
Soviet terror machine. They refused to have an internal party purge with
show trials and executions, and they dragged their feet in implementing
the collectivization of agriculture.™ .
‘The question of gender equality posed dllemmas for Polish commu-
nists from the beginning of their rule. At the onset of the postwar era,
Polish communists did not develop any precise vision of what gender
equality under communism was supposed to look like, refusing to
accept the Soviet models in toto. Relying on Marx and Lenin did not
solve the problem since these founding fathers of communism, while
recognizing the oppression of women, were concerned primarily about
class. They believed that gender equality would follow the destruction
of the bourgeois order and the reign of class equality.. - - - |
- Furthermore, Polish communists- never seemed inspired by some
Bolshevik thinkers, most notably . Alexandra: Kollontai, who ' had -
advanced the idea of socialization of household labor as a necessary
component of gender -equality. This meant that individual women
would not be responsible for work within the household. Instead, -
state communal institutions would bear that responsibility and trans-
form domestic chores into another kind of paid labor. Socialization of
domestic labor was a basic theoretical tenet of gender equality in revolu-
tionary Russia along with a free union in place of traditional marriage
and the withering away of the family."* Postwar Polish leaders, how-
* ever, never bought into such ideas and instead constructed their own -
model_s"cjf__ genider. equality through trial and error, often on'the shop
floor. In so doing, at least in the initial postwar phasé, they tended to
draw not on Bolshevik ideas but on interwar Polish socialist traditions

** For 4 comparative history of Eastern European communist regimes, see, for example,
Joseph Rothschild and Nancy Meriwether Wingfield, Return to Diversity: A Political
History of East Central Europe since World War 11, 3xd ed. {Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1999); and Zbigniew Brzezinski, The Soviet Bloc: . Unity and
Conflict, 2nd ed. (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press; 1967). Fy g

3 Wendy Goldman, Women, the State and Revolution: Soviet Family Policy and Social
Life, 1917-1936 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993}, 1—58. .
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 that emphasmed the significance of the family and. Workmg women’s

domestic identities. - v s _

A brief comparison of Sov1et and Pohsh social practlces once again
underscores the diversity of communist systems and their approaches to
gender ideologies.” In the early 192.0s, Bolshevik leaders implemented
liberal family legislation, which included legal abortion and easy
divorce. One decade later, Stalin reversed this legislation by outlawing
abortion and putting restrictions on the right to divorce. In addition, he
disbanded the Women’s Section of the communist party (Zhenotdel).™>
But in postwar Poland, Stalin did not have to reverse a liberal abortion
law, as he did in the Soviet Union in 1936, because abortion was illegal
in interwar Poland. For Eastern European societies, stalinism was there-
fore associated primarily with rapid social and political changes that
included the reconfiguration of traditional class and gender hierarchies
and creating new activist roles for women. As such, it could best be
described as a reaction against the interwar conservative structures and
not against the soc1a11y progressive legislation of the first” years of

Leninism as was the case in the Soviet Union. Eastern European stalin- .

ism was a force that brought radical soc1a1 changes -rather than a

conservative backlash.*®

The differences between the Soviet and Pohsh systems cleepened in
October 1956, when Moscow accepted Wihadystaw Gomutka as the

* The historiography on Soviet women is uneven, as it focuses heavily on the 1920s and
1930s and has rarely dealt with gender issues after the Second World War. For recent
works, see Elena Shulman, Stalinism on the Frontier of Empire: Women and State

" Formation in the Soviet Far East (Cambndge Cambridge Wniversity Press, 2008);

Wendy Goldman, Women at the Gates: Gender and Industry in Stalin’s Russia

~ {Cambridge: Cambridge University Press; 2002); and Elizabeth A. Wood, The Baba

* and the Comrade: Gender and Poktzcs in Revolutzcmary Russia (Bloomington: 'lndlana

University Press, 1997). A notable exception dealing with the postwar period is

Melanie Ili&, Susan E. Reid, and Lynne Attwood, eds., Women in the Khrushchev
Era {New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004).

S Mary Buckley, Women and Ideology in the Soviet Union (Ann Arbor The Un1vers1ty

of Michigan Press, 1989}, 18-138. - -

Elena Shulman has recently challenged the parachgm of Stalm’s “Great Retreat” in the

realm of Soviet gender policies. In her study of women’s settlement in the Soviet Far

East, she cautions against a narrow interpretation of women’s roles during stalinism as

being primarily defined by the anti-abortion legislation and an official celebration of

- motherhood. She suggests that the industrial drive and martial culture of the Stalin era

provided women with new opportunities to practice a nontraditional womanhood by
engaging in revolutionary campaigns from increasing producuvnty to empu‘e bunldmg
Shulman, Stalinism on the Frontier of Empire, 12-23. ' :

I6
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_. _:'_"".';.--:new Polrsh leader and ofﬁcrally legltumzed separate Ilatlonal_ paths 0 _.
| -.'_'-'comrnumsm throughout the Eastern Bloc.: ‘Gomutka envisioned the "

~ “Polish Road to Socialism” as a gradual process of social and political

change compatible with Polish “national peculiarities,” including =
strong attachments to national sovereignty and Catholic traditions.”” . -

‘Most scholars see the Polish Road to Socialism in narrow political -
terms, as the process leading to the removal of stalinists from party-

- state posts and weakening the Soviet influence on domestic policies. But .
culnvatrng natronal peculrantres extended beyond the strictly political o
'sphere into matters of everyday hfe Gomutka acknowledged the dis- "
' tinct Pohsh Y sensrtmty ‘toward the issue of national soverelgnty, but_ '

' had TO- plans 0. detach Poland from the Sov1et camp' or- pursue an’
' mdependent 1deolog1cal course.™® His ‘was an- idea of - “domestic
autonomy Wn:hout external 1deolog1cal ambrtlons »15 Tn this context,
~ jt'made s sense to cultivate Pohshness n fess confrontat:lonal ways: at -
: -_.-hornes, workplaces schoo ls and churches. Farmly and gender relations

“became: safe social - spaces: i which' Poles could assert what they per—_

L _CEWed as thelr cultural dlfferences from the Sovrets' el e 0

_'"WOMEN AND COMMUNISM o

Tradrtronally, h1stor1ans have not mtegrated tOplCS of polmcs and-
“gender into' the ‘study of Eastern Europe. The dominant historical .
- accounts of the communist system in Poland assumed. politics to be
lnmted to the workmgs of governmental 1nst1tunons. ThlS book is part .
“ofa growmg trend to mcorporate ‘workers, women, socral protest and

| the rnecha' mto chscussmns of Polrsh polmcal life to’ redeﬁne the. total—

o i1tar1an nature of stalnnsm and communrs

by_emphasrzmg the s ageticy . -

% g LOF local actors.> Earher.rnvestrgatrons into questlons of gender have .

7 Brzezmskl, The Sowet Bloc, 36 i = ' Ly -
8 The quote comes from Gomutka’s speech at the Nmth Plenary mee‘ung of the Central
. - Commitee of the Polish United Workers’ Pasty (PZPR) in May 19 57 See Wladyslaw

: Gomulka O naszej partii (Warsaw Ksrazka i Wledza, 19 68}, 271
CIs Brzezmskl, The Soviet Bloc; 361 L &
_“’ See, for: example, Kenney, “The Gender of: Resrstance : Kenney, Reburldmg Pofand _

- ~and’ Katherine - Anne - Lebow, “Nowa ' Huta, ' 1949-1957: Stalinism * and - the

: Transformation of Everyday Life in Poland’s “First Socialist. Clty”’ {(Ph.D. CllSSEI‘tathIl o
5 Columbra University, 200z); Polish historians of commumsm, while examining such -
t0p1cs as everyday l1fe workers strlkes and commumst orgamz.atrons, have pa.ld little”
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. :pohcy analyses they do not always connect these issues to the broader" :
historical narrative.* S sy m e e s _

- By integrating gender into a complex narrative of pohtlcs 1deology,

and work, I complicate several ingrained notions in the existing schol-

. arly literature on women and communism. The first one has to do with

" the allegedly natural opposition between a production-oriented regime

. and family-oriented women. This approach assumes the existence of an
unchangeable “female consciousness,” resistant to historical forces.**

.. Incontrast,I argue that women’s agency was drverse and their sohdarlty |

_ been undertaken prrmanly by soc1ologlsts, anthropologrsts, and pOht_-. g
* ical scientists: ‘While these studies offer a wealth of statistical dataand =

" fragmented. Women were not. only rec1p1ents but also creators and =

" negotiators of communist messages. Female and male workers adjusted
- to political circumstances and often formulated their demands within
- the framework of the dominant political discourse. This is best illus-
L5, trated in women’s. protests against state- sponsored removal of wormen

7 aitention to wormen and gender Only recently did several scholars inclu e'women in

: progu fat szescdzseszgtycb (Warsaw TRIO, 2005);: _Blaze] Brzostek Robotmcy -
- Warszawy: Konflikty codzrenne 19 50—1954 (Warsaw TRIO zooz), and ]arosz,.' _
gayel, Polacy a stalinizm. 2 L ;
i 2T Gee for example, Wolchik and Meyer Women State, and P,:m‘y, Barbara Wolfe
- Jancar, Women under Communism {Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press,
'1978); and Hilda Scott, Does Socialism Liberate Women? Experiences from Eastern
. Europe (Boston: Beacon Press, 1974). Numerous sociological studies on women have
- - appeared in Poland since the early 1960s. See, for example, Renata Siemiedska, Plec,
- Zawdd, Polztyka Kob;ety w Zycin pubfzcznym w Polsce (Warsaw Unlwersytet
" Warszawski, 1990); Magdalena Sokolowska, Kobieta wspofczesna "7 badan -
- socjolog6uw,- lekarzy, ekonomistow; pedagogbw i psycbologow (Warsaw: " Instytut '
.. Filozofii i Socjologii PAN, 1966); and Jerzy Piotrowski, Praca zawodowa kobiety a -
- rodzina (Warsaw: Ks,lazkaIWledza 1963) Few l'ustorrcal works exist on women and "

- shipy however, is grounded in social histoty and rarely uses gender as an analytical .
©. - category. Sece, for example, Leonore Ansorg and Renate Hurtgen, “The Myth of
" Female Emancipation: Contradictions in Women’s: Lives,” in- Dictatorship as
. Experience: Towards a Socio-Cultural History of the GDR, ed. Konrad ]arauseh
. (New York: Berghahn Books, 1999), 163~76; Gunilla-Friederike Budde, ed., Frauen
- Arbeiten: . Weibliche Erwerbstitigkeit in Ost- und. Westdeutschland. nach 1945
. ¢ {Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1997); and Ina Merkel, ... und Du, qu an
... der Werkbank: Die DDR in den 5o-er Jabren (Berlin: Elefanten Press, 1990).:

** For arguments supporting the “female consciousness™ in.the comminist context, see, _
- for example; Donna Harsch, ‘Revenge of the Domestic: Women, the Family, and =
- Communism. in: the. German Democmtzc Repubkc {Prmceton, N] Prmceton-'_-'
University Press;. 1007}, esp. 7. b LT T ;

- their analyses of workers’ experiences: See; for example; Malgorzata: ‘Mazurek, . -
Soc}akstyczny zaklad pracy. Poréwnanie fabrycinej codziennosciw. PRLiNRD.w

'gender in other Eastern European countries, except for East Germany This scholar-'_ o
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5 £rom rnale dommated occupatlons durmg de stalmrzat:ron When faced

2 _'_Wlth the threat of losmg a lucratlve ]ob Wornen clung to state argu.ments o
aboutequallty PR K- ] o
" Furthermore, I seek to redeﬁne the notion of the double burden of
work-1ns1de and outside the household as a social phenomenon specific
to.women’s experiences under communism.>? Rather than incorporat-
ing the: double burden into my- analysis as ‘a sociological category,
1 suggest historicizing it T examine how the concept of the double .
: ___burden functloned ‘within the commurnst state and how it helped per-
‘petuate a Subordmate role of women.: The. ofﬁcral recognition’ of the _'
' d1fﬁculty of combmmg productwe and reproductlve roles of women - ..
‘had 2’ strong impact on how the commurust regune ]ustlﬁed and mstr»_ L
tutronahzed gender d15cr1m1nat10n Bl o
_ Although ‘concerned Wlth work and workers thrs study is'not a
'conventlonal Work of labor “history that aims solely at recreating a
narrative of Workmg condltlons or a dernograph1c proﬁle of Polish

i Workers Rather Tuse labor as‘a. window into the bulldmg of the

- 'corn.mumst socrety 1n the sPecrﬁc hrstorrcal context of postwar, Poland
R : I prefer £0 use Voices of historical actots over statlstlcal and 1nst1tut1onal e
“datato understand What the relat1onsh1p between gender work and -
| Pohtrcs meant for mdrvrduals at the time.- ML S e :

: ARGUMENTS AND SOURCES

B .In order to analyze the dynamrc mterplay of mdustry and 1deology, thlS

v o book exarnmes three 1r1dustr1al centers n Poland wrth drverse hlst0r1cal

_' “ters that follow Pr1or to T 9 1 8 text1le factorres in Zyrardow belonged to
the Russmn Emp1re, whlle eoal mmes coneentrated around Katowme |

- 3 The issue of the double burden prormnently ﬁgures in soe1olog1cal and anth.ropologlcal
. .wstudies. on. womien: in. Bastern Europe. See, for example, Barbara: Fobodzifiska, ed.,
"'_"-.'.;_.Pamdy, Wornen,: and Employment in' Ceniral-Edstern. Europe (Westport, Conn.:

e Greeriwood Preéss; 199 5);. Barbara Elnhorn Cinderella Goes to Market: Citizenship, - |

Tl ;'.-:Gender and Women’s Moverments in East—CentmI Europe {London: Verso, 1993);and.
. Chnist Corrin,: ‘edi; Superwomen and: the Double Burden:. Women's. Experience. of -
Change m Cenrml and Eastem Europe and the Former Sowet Umon (London
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-.'1ng town in Russian Poland that played no role i in industrial develop-~
“ment until 1954. Thus, while Zyrardéw and Katovvlce boasted a longf
“working-class tradition, the Zambréw cotton factory was a new enter-
"'-pr1se designed by Polish communists to bring industrialization and
“modernization to the agricultural region of eastern Poland. Recruited
“from local v1llages in the early 19508, female textile workers who
Worked in Zambrow d]ffered from the: Zyrardow women in that they
ad no connections to-the interwar: Working—class culture. The transr—.' _

The SIgmﬁcance of these centers to postwar 1ndustr1ahzatlon also':f .
“informs their vse in this book. Exemplifying the two main branches of--
“industry, heavyand light, textile production. and coal mining occupied a
'fspec1al place i1 communist ideology. Coal mining was considered the
most nnportant of all industries in the country. The coal miner, under-
“stood as male, was the epitome of the worker, and by exténsion: the

mterdependence was remforced by a strong, gender component. spin-
'_'_'nlng and ‘weaving, 1nvolved _patient’ and repetitive_“women’s work,”
while coal mining was con51dered mascuhne adventurous and her01c 5
'_ Documents from the Pohsh United Workers Party (Polska_'
Z]ednoczona Partxa Robotmcza, or PZPR) ofﬁc1al trade umons, statef;_

" ministries, and the secret. ‘police compmse the bulk of the evidence for-

Because female workers left almost no written testlmonles for personal
" expenences I rehed on oral 1nterv1ews in con]unctlon w1th letters to the'

' 2‘4. To mark the death of Stalm in 19 5 3, Katow1ce $ name was changed to Stalmogrod' k
- [Stalin City]. In 1956, the name was changed agairi to Katowice: For the sake of clasity, -

-« Okreg Przemysfowy or GOP)

" nam plotno i sukno Go'msk 3, 20 November 194 5, I 5

| h1ef urban center of Upper Srlesra, were part of Germany =4 Unllke:-" - :_
ese estabhshed centers; Zambréw had’ been an 1nconsequent1al trad—}_ g Ehs

: tion from village to city shaped thelr 1dent1t1es. oot S B LR P g Y ¥

‘model proletanan Official Polish rhetoric often depicted coal mining '
an'd textlle manufacturmg as complementary ﬁelds coal was: needed to ': '
-'support textlle productlon wh1le textlles ensurecl the supply of clothes 5 N
for miners and thelr famlhes o Tl]lS image- of complementamty and-' ;T

'"_tlus book T was one of the first to look at the records of Women g5 oy
Sectlons of the commumst and soc1ahst parnes and _tra_de umons R

Tuse the name Katowice throughout ‘my work except when citing archival docume_nts <
The Katowice area is also. known as the Upper Stlesmn Industnal Area (Gomoslgskz fo

%5 See, for example, M-M.; “Gornzcy Slaska wlokmatzorn I:.odm my wam Weglel wy- .
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'FIGURE I: Map ofPoland 1945= 1989 ].udustnal centers dlscussed in th1s book '
-aremarked\mthwhltesquares -- b LT o 5

' press and state 1IlStltut101’lS memon:s, and statements recorded m party_

‘documents. Most women | mterv1ewed remembered therr work¢ experl- %

ences in the 19408 and T9506s fondly, but they also spoke of hardships.>®
Their mémories were affected by the economic difficulties and high -
unemployment rates in’ postcommunist Poland: Women often con-

trasted their experiences of hard but rewarding labor with- those of

d :_theu' daughters and granddaughters, who encountered problems find-

"'mg work n: postcommunmt Poland They also expressed anger at the_
gt that the factories and mines in which they had worked had either o

. been shut down or s1gn1ﬁcantly restructured as a result of the market'-_

. ""reforms 111 the early 19908 S oes Ll Te e i (il winlag | spime n W8T

*6 I conducted a total of nineteen interviews with eighteen women and one man. They all
worked in the industrial centers discussed in this book in the 1940s and 1950s. I taped

only a small portion of these interviews since the interviewees were more open and - -

'+ relaxed when the tape recorder was switched off: I used a conversational style and asked
. general questions to let the interviewees talk as freely as possible. For further discussion
. of the methodology used. in these interviews, see Malgorzata: Fidelis, “Recovering

© 7 Women’s Voices in Communist Poland,” in Contesting Archives: Historians Develop

Méth’OdOIOg:es for Pinding Women in. the Sources, ed. Nupur Chaudhuri, Sherry
- J: Katz, and Mary Ehzabeth Perry (Urbana Champa1g11 Umvers1ty of Illmms Press,_

zoro)._. 107—24.



:Ikt}_fo'dacszn e s 850 75 15

" tional period dominated by a coalition government of communist,
- socialist, and agrarian parties (1945-1948); the stalinist period
(1948-1955); the period of de-stalinization (19 5 5—1957); and the initial
. phase of poststalinism (1957-1960). The closing date of 1960 also
o - marks the end of the Five Year Plan (1956-1960) that was influenced
" by ideas of de-stalinizadon. In.the case of both the stalinist and
" de-stalinization periods, I recognize the gradual transitions from one
_' pemod to another, thus placing the begnmmg and the end of stalinisma "
. little later than most historians.>” My reason for this is fairly straight-
- forward: although limited économic reforms took place in Poland after
- thedéath of Stalin in 1953, the reform movement and the public debates
. - condemning stalinist practices did not accelerate until 1955.
. Chapter 1 focuses on debates about gender equality among intellec-
S tuals, party activists, and Catholic Church authorities immediately after
" the Second World War. During the war,; women had transgressed tradi--
_tional gender: boundaries as they became heads of families; workers,
- and soldiers. This transgression sparked dlscussmn of female identityin. -
" the postwar period. The Catholic Church, a powerfuli institution histor-
- ically connected to the Polish national identity, guarded the traditional

* 27 Here I draw on the ideas of Padraic Kenney, who 'plécés' the beginning of stalinism as
. late as 1949/1950. Kenney definés stalinism as the “vision of a partlmpatory yet
. conflict-free society” and argues that. full-fledged stalinism did not cmerge in Poland
~ until the system of repression was estabhshed in 1949. See Kenney, Rebmidmg Poland,
" “esp. 4 and 337. According to the classic work by Zbigniew Brzezinski, stalinism, the-
. “period of “total conformity™ with the Soviet model, began in 1947 with the creation of - |
" the Cominform,. which ‘ended the penod of diversity in pohtlcal systems of Eastem
._:'_'f__European countnes Brzezinski traces the end of stalinism to the death of Stahn in

~ March 1553. For him, the period between 1953 afid 1956 belongs to'a distinct phase of

- the Soviet Bloc. See Brzezinski, The Soviet Bloc, esp. 62, 91, and. 155.- For Polish
. historian Andrze] Paczkowski; the events of 1948 marked the beglrmmg of staligism
“'in Eastern Europe: They included the Tito-Stalin ‘split, the Prague coup, and the
. absorption of socialist parties by communist parties throughout the Eastern Bloc.
. . According to Paczkowski, de-stalinization between 1953 and 1956, while reformmg
. some of the stalinist p011c1es and mstitutxons, still sustamed the stalinist system. See
.+ Andrzej Paczkowski, “Poland, the ‘Enemy Nation,”” in" The Black" Book of
o Communisms - Cﬁmes, Terror, Repression, ed. Stephane Courtms et al; trans. -
%o Jonathan Murphy and Mark Kramer (Lambrldge, Mass.: Harvard Umversny Press, 7
T 1999), 363-93, esp. 380—84 Most Pohsh hlstonans use a smular perlodxzatlon See s
' Jarosz, Pofacyasmhmzm B, ek ¢l R o,

'_.-:-.The main part of the book covers the formatwe years of commumst 5y
Poland ~which T divide into four chronoioglcal segments: the transi- -

i de-stalinization, a gradual retirn to diversity and elasticity in domestic policies within.®
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'._-:.'_tmagez;_of women as mothers from challenges by HBW SOClal aﬂd POhﬂcalf

g ideologies:. But the support for motherhood: was embraced by many.
postwar actors. Some left—mng mte]lectuals promoted theideas of “new -

matriarchy,” which emphas1zed maternal qualities along with active

roles for women in economic and political life. They believed that

women should enter the public world as nurturers of the family and

nation; who would build a peaceful ‘and moral postwar order. The

postwar government dommated by two ma]or parties — the communist-

~ oriented Polish Workers Party (Polska Partia Robotnicza; or PPR) and.
~ the Polish Socrahst Party {Polska Partia S oc;al;styczna or PPS) -wanted -
to brmg women to: the level of equahty and p011t1cal activism: of male

. 'crttzens The two parties formed their own Women’s Sections: While they
shared in the struggle for gender equahty, the Sectlons expressed diverse -

views on the meanmg and unplemeutatron of equal rights.” Gender . s
. politics under communism was not a given but a matter of mterpretatron -

and drspute even Wlthm dommant Srm.llarly rmnded pohtlcal forces. |
. 1 discuss the responses of female workers to postwar economic: and_ .

__ ) pohtrcal changes in Chapter 2! In part:lcular, I look at a linen 1ndustry_ =
o g _"center of Zyrardow near Warsaw, a place w1th a well estabhshed labor
| 'movement and workmg—class culture datmg back to' the second half of :

' the mneteenth century. I argue that female Workers, Whtle adhermg to
| mterwar workmg class values centered on the fa.mrlys Were at the same -
time affected by the powerful state. rhetorrc of soc1al ]usttce They

'acqmred new Powers as socialist sub]ects and often used them to chal-

. ) _lenge and tnodlfy factory pohcres that they vrewed as harmful to workers *

o :fuel s _"_':pphes in Zyrardow__' and lowermg productton targets for workers-f .

nationwide. During the

strjkes, workmg Woimen- exp101ted thetr new .

o 1dent1ty as soc1ahst workers as well as the tradmonal notton of female i
honor and gender dlfference Iromcally, the stall.mst state, whlch almed i

y .at total control of mdmduals and social ¢ groups, proved powerless vis-a-
:vrs women who used a rmxture of old and new 1deas about womanhood o




“economic independence and sexual autonomy: Being as eager to work
- ‘as to put on makeup, attend dance parties; and pick up boys on the
o street, these young women blended rural and urban values in ways that
did not always comply with the state image of the disciplined labor
. force. Factory officials eventually became preoccupied with women’s
- alleged sexual excesses. Their anxieties. about uncontrollable sexuality
‘indicated strong attachments to. the tradmonal gender order based on
“women’s reproductive identity. - ¥ rougpene Befemie 2 By woan oy pedls
- No one posed-a more. powerful challenge to tradltlonal assumptlons N
“about male and female roles than women who entered men’s jobs in-
. heavy industry. Chapter 4 discusses another state experiment aimed at
rearranging gender -hierarchies on the shop floor by encouraging
' women to pursue skilled jobs long dominated by men. Gender segrega-
. tion was. not abolished during the stalinist period, but it took on a
_' - different shape. While most women were expected to work in tradi-
_:nonal women’s jobs, the party-state encouraged someé women to take
‘up’ typical men’s jobs; improve. their: wages, and: become celebrated
‘Jabor heroines. Here I focus on female coal miners in' Upper Silesia,
. who were allowed to: perform select jobs underground. For many
women employed in heavy manual labor on the surface,; mechanized
and better-paid -underground work was an opportunity. for social
- advancement. This policy, however, generated strong reactions from
" local communities, thus exposing traditional gender ideology as funda-
“mental to the social order on all levels, from 1nd1v1dual fannhes to Iocal
; and professional commun1t1es 3 ; . '

'ence about incorporating women.into the mdustnal workforce on =
‘an equal basis with men. In Chapter 5; T analyze press dlscussmns -
- about alleged sexual promiscuity of young working’ ‘women.. During
'_ -~ de-stalinization, party officials and journalists. often blamed the
- shortcomings of the stalinist system, including the alleged crisis of
8 moral values, on working women. At the time, Zambrow emerged as
“aplace of female 1mmoral1ty and gender 1mbalance caused by employ-
"mg large numbers of young single ' women in the town’s cotton fac-

buxlt cotton factory in Zambrow. Young female nngrants m Zambrow ¢ o
; -found the socialist factory to be a source of new opportumtles, including

% The: perlod after Stalin’s death exposed a. Wldespread ambwal—.'_ 3

‘tory. The outburst of press reports on: workmg women’s supposed-_':_ _
'_'sexual excesses pomted to the use of gender and sexuahty as’ vehzcles- S



g in the Workplace

o for de stalmrzatron The focus on female sexualrty and reproductronf:;:_'

Cin pubhc debates naturalrzed women’s identity as mothers rather than®
* economic producers. Uncontrollable female sexuality became a meta- \

“phor for an unnatural stalinist system that corrupted both socialism -
and Polish national identity. Through discussions of marriage and
abortion, reform-minded party officials and inteliectuals reinforced
maternal identity for women and sexual difference as-an inherent part
ofa healthy soc1a11st system free of stalinist distortions. . - .o

Chapter 6 contmues the discussion: of gender as a vehlcle of de—

-:-stahmzanon by exammmg ‘the' backlash agamst workmg ‘women. - "

"-':'--'After 1955, the party—state, assrsted by many segments of society, .
 removed women from’ most ' of their new occupations;’ “including -

Iunderground work The new poststalmrst definition of - “equality”
included an’ emphasrs on sexual dlfference and distinct feminine qual-

ities that “naturally relegated women to domestlc responsibilities and =~

o mferlor jobs on the: shop ﬂoor T examine. the tensron between female -
- workers and: female party actmsts that- occurred as a result of these.

. pohc1es ‘The official press now assocrated women’s work outside. the 3_'
~ houschold Wrth excessive burdens. Placed on mothers rather than with
" lrberanon ThlS image- and the gender- segregated workplace were

‘reinforced in- the Five-Year Plan. (19 56—1960) by promotmg part-

time ‘and home-based work: for women. Many women' working in ©

“new: occupat.lons (and sometimes . their male’ managers) wrote

- protest letters to party officials and the press. These letters initiated
. public discussions of gender dlSCI.‘lII‘]lI‘lathIl that persrsted through the - ° =

“ __'early 1 96os but d1d lrttle to change the subordlnate posmon of Women

:'_‘_;The book: ends’ wrthfan mterpretatwe conclusron and ‘an epllogue..

| -__"5_The conclusron discusses the main. 1mp11catrons ofthe book’s arguments._-'_'_'i

5 for our understandrng of women and commumsm in Eastern Europe e

" 'more broadly The ep1logue analyzes the experiences of female workers g
from the: 196os through the 2000s. At that time, the gender segregation -

of jobs became more pronounced leading to a decrease in the number of

- industrial. ]obs held by women. The idea of equal rights and opportu- __:_:__3
| '-_3"n1t1es for advancement wete no longer in. the forefront of public dis- - -

r 'cussron The state S emphasrs on: the tradrtronal role of women,_ o

however, backﬁred durlng the: Workers upheavals of the 197os and

% '-'19805 The female dommated language centered on consumer needs-_-' :



'system _ < ¥ i | "3 |
% Examlmng female workers experiences and the use of gender in state
pohc1es sheds new hght on the social and 1de010g1cal dimensions not
. - only of communism but also postcommunism. After the collapse of the
' communist system in Eastern Europe in 1989, the new political elites —
anticommunist, right-wing, and Catholic — embarked on a powerful
campaign to reassert the essentialist difference between the sexes 'by-f
imdermmmg reproductwe rights, discouraging women from employ- 3
ment, and assigning women to" the domestic. sphere These: develop— s
" ments, however, are not as dissimilar from the communist policies as. -
 they may seem. Communist leaders, in Poland and elsewhere in Europe;
did not discard the Western-liberal division of society into male pro-
- ducers and female reproducers but rather reshaped and adapted it to
. their version of modern social mobilization. The notion of sexual differ-
. ence as fixed and located in the phys1cal body remamed central to the-

perceptzons of her b1010g1ca1 functlon. AT S

and: maternal ditee Wi mstrumental in the success of the Sohdarlty-'}": -'
movement in undermmmg and evenmally dlsmanthng the commumst B oo s

poshvar workplace, where a woman’s place contmued to be deﬁned by %



