
English intonation 

= the melody of language 

Almost any intonation pattern is possible, but different intonation patterns have different meaning. 

Example: 

 

Three decisions in intonation: 

I. How to break up the speech in pieces 

 We don’t know | who she is. 

 We | don’t know who she is. 

II. What is going to be accented 

 (Coke with ice, please.) I don’t have any ice. 

 (Just give me a little ice, then.) I don’t have any ice. 

Usually the last stressed syllable in the intonation phrase. 

III. What tone is used 

 See Example above. 

III. Tones in English 

Falling → fall 

Non-falling → rise, fall-rise 

Our focus: 

1) fall – in statements, in main parts 

2) fall-rise – in dependent parts of statements 

3) rise – in lists 

1) FALL 

 

Practise 

 



 

2) FALL-RISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3) RISE  

 

 

 


