The English colonization of North America started in the Renaissance period under Elizabeth I, then under James I first permanent settlements were founded. Also the English, among other nations, wanted to explore new lands, hoped to find resources of great wealth, and a passage to India.
The first surviving English settlements:

I.
Jamestown, in Virginia, 1607. The voyage and colonial project financed by the Virginia Co., based in London (trading company, approved and authorized by James 1; the project was believed profitable for both the investors and organizers in the Virginia Co., and the English crown)

· Captain John Smith, 1580 – 1631, a natural leader

author of
A Map of Virginia, 1612

A Description of New England, 1616 

A Description was „promotion literature“ – attracting new settlers (land, freedom of enterprise, riches of nature…)
· local inhabitants – Powhatans, could not be enslaved.... 

There were 2–18 million native inhabitants on the North American territory...

Turbulent relations. Initially, native Americans were friendly and helped the colonists, introduced corn to them....

Colonists were expanding further into the wilderness, claiming more land, breaking agreements, which caused hostilities. Smith was captured by Powhatans, saved allegedly by Pocahontas, a teenager, the chief´s daughter. 

Pocahontas married John Rolfe. He became the first successful grower and planter of tobacco, fine kind that was exported to Europe. Peace with Native Americans, for some time...

II.

The Virginia Co. signed a contract with a group of Puritans, religious dissenters who had lived in Holland, Leyden, since 1608, and decided to emigrate to the New World, to found an exemplary Christian community there. 

The Mayflower, Pilgrim Fathers, 1620 – Plimoth/Plymoth/Plymouth Plantation (the name of the colony) founded
· The Mayflower Compact
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/mayflower.htm
William Bradford (1589/1590?-1657), governor, chronicler. Orphaned, he became a Puritan in a country community in Nottinghamshire, fled with them to Holland, then to North America. He became the governor of Plymouth Plantation (first 1621, then several times...)

Bradford started to write Of Plimoth Plantation, chronicle, in 1630 (on the basis of his earlier annals; contains the history of Puritans´ life in Holland, Leyden, the story of their way to America. Book I brought to 1646. Book II…1650 finished. 

Fine prose, best in the Puritan tradition. The work got lost after his death, rediscovered in the Yale University Library in 1856, published then.

· Their church, i.e. congregation, led by an elected minister, was the core of this and other communities in New England.

· Local inhabitants - Algonquin Indians
· John Calvin (1509 – 1564), the Protestant reformer – the main spiritual father of puritanism
· the importance of the Scripture for daily life
· predestination (and visible saints)
· original sin inherited by all mankind
· the importance of meditation, introspection for individual Puritans – diaries, meditative poetry, spiritual autobiographies were their literary genres
Anne Bradstreet, 1612-1672, early woman poet 
The Tenth Muse that Lately Sprung Up in America, publ. in London 1650

….
O Bubble blast, how long can'st last? that always art a breaking,

No sooner blown, but dead and gone, ev'n as a word that's speaking,
O whil'st I live, this grace me give, I doing good may be,

Then death's arrest I shall count best, because it's thy decree.
…..

(from the poem „Upon a Fit of Sickness“, 1632)
http://poetrynook.com/poem/my-dear-grandchild-simon-bradstreet-who-died-16th-november-1669-being-month-and-one-day-old
III.
Massachusetts Bay colony, since the 1630s – developed side by side the Plymouth Plantation, later absorbed it.

· This colony founded by people who had established another trading company in England – The Mass. Bay Company – and transferred its seat to Massachusetts.
· Boston – the center of the colony; in Cambridge; the neighbouring town – Harvard University was founded soon (1636). It served religious purposes, the curricula were mainly theological.
· John Winthrop (1588-1649), importnat governor of the colony. He was an English squire, became a Puritan when studying at Cambridge Univ. in England.

· He wrote „A Modell of Christian charity“ on board the ship that brought him to America. That he then preached as a representative of the colony – he believed that the NE Puritans would establish a model society while living in a purely Christian way, and would lead the world in a new millenium. Such solipsistic (knowledge of one´s self only) idealism (characteristic of Puritan thinkers) contributed to American nationalistic political mission that developed much later. He believed that NE would be a community of love where everyone would „delight in each other“, identify with one another, „rejoyce together, mourn together, labor and suffer together“ – and pray together. However, being of nobility he firmly believed in the rightness of social hierarchy based on aristocratic privileges and his writings show the contradiction with which he had to struggle all his Puritan life – because he was, by his religion, forced to change and accept what he regarded as foolish leveling principles (principles of Christian democracy in original Puritanism).

· Puritans, and Protestant colonists more generally, believed themselves superior humans, on the basis of their Christian faith. That was the foundation of their religious racism that showed in their approach to Native Americans, and to black people.
