
Elm
For Ruth Fainlight

I know the bottom, she says. I know it with my grar rap root:
It is what you fear.
I do not fear it: J have been there.

Is it the sea you hear in me,
Its dissatisfactions?
Or the voice of nothing, that was your madness?

Love is a shadow.
How you lie and cry after it
Listen: these are its hooves: it has gone off, like a horse.

All night I shall gallop thus, impetuously,
Till your head is a stone, your pillow a little turf,
Echoing, echoing.

Or shall I bring you the sound of poisons?
This is rain now, this big hush.
And this is the fruit of it: tin-white, like arsenic.

I have suffered the atrocity ofsunsets.
Scorched to the root
My red filaments bum and stand, a hand of wires.

Now I break up in pieces that fly about like clubs.
A wind of such violence
Will'tolerate no bystanding: I must shriek.

The moon, also, is merciless: she would dras me
Cruelly, being barren.
Her radiance scathes me. Or perhaps I have caught her.

I let her go. I let her go
Diminished and flat, as after a radical surgery.
How your bad dreams possess and endow me.

I am inhabited by a cry.
Nightly it flaps out
Looking, with its hooks, for something to love.

I am terrified by this dark thing
That sleeps in me;
All day I feel its soff, feathery turnings, its malignity.

Clouds pass and disperse.
Are those the faces of love, those pale irretrievables?
Is it for such I agitate my heart?

I am incapable of more knowledge.
What is this, this face
So murderous in its stranqle of branches? ---

Its snaky acids kiss.
It petrifies the will. These are the isolate, slow faults
That kil l , that kil l , rhat kil l .



Fteklad Jiiiny Haukovd:

.,! i lm

Rik;l- zrram clno, Zniim je svym velkim pipovirrj,rr koFenem:
vy se toho bojite.
Ji se toho nebojim: byl jsem tam.

Je to moie, co ve'mnE sly5ite,
jeho nespokojenost?
f i1* to hlas nicoty, ktery byl va$im ii lensfvinr?

L{ska.yc stin.
Poslouehejte, jak leEite a naiikiite pro ni:
to jsou jejf kopyta: jako krin ode5la,

Ceiou noe budu tak klrrsat eufiv€-
fv;i hlava je kamencm, fi,'rij polEtrii kousek dnru,
m€jiei o-rv€irou, m€jicf ozvdnou.

Nebo mim ti piin€st zvuk jedu?
Toto je nyni e165t', toto velk€ tieho.
A toto je jeho plod: cfnov€ bfli jako arzenik.

Protrp6la jsern krutost zipadfi slunee.
Spdlend ke koienu,
md nrdd vliikna Zhnou a vydri,i, ruka z driitk&.

Ted'se tii5tim v kusy, kterd l€taji kolemjako kyje.
Vitr takove s{ly
nesnese tu podivanou: musim kiidet.

MEsie je takd nemilosrdn:i, krutC by mne tihl,
sdm neplodn;i.
Jeho zdfe mne zraf,uje. iiisem ho snad chytila?

Neehiim jej plout. Neehrim jej plout
zrnen$enli a plochyjako po operaci.
Jak mne ovlddajf tv€ sny a jsou mlim ridElem.

Pl{€ mne obyyii'
V noci mdvd kiidly
a divf se svyrni haEky po n6dem, co by miloval.

Jsem zdE5ena touio temqou v6ei,
kterd spi ve mn€;
celi dcn citim j€ji mEkk€, pernatd obraceni, jeji zlobrr.

Mrahy mijeji a rozpryluji se.
Je to tviii l6sky, ta jejieh bledost, kter.ou-nel= nahradit?
*=s'to pobuFuji sv6 srdee?

Jsem neschopna vEd6t vic.
eo je tohle, tato ruAf,
tak wai.edne ve svdm zaSkreeni v€tvi?

jeii hadi kyseliny l ibaji.
Vfile jimi kameni. 'I'ohle jsou ty opu5r€n€, pomald pochyby,
kter€ vraZdi, vraZ.di. vraidi.



Pieklad Jana Zdbrany:

J i lm rn!uvf
Ruth Fainlightovd

Znim dno, iikri. Zndm jc koienern velklinr jak liadice:
to je to, deho se ,ty bpj G.
Jd z ndho straetynemdnr: j6 tamabyl.

Jc to mofe, co sly5i5 ve mn€,
j eho podniidEn€ reptf n f ?
Nebo trlas nicoty, ktera byla tvym 5ilenstvim?

L;iska je stin.
Jak leii5 a p!6Ee5, kdyi je po ni.
Na,slouchej, rohle jsou jejf kopyta: uprchla jako krii.

Jakhle zbdsile, tryskem, se buclu hndt celou noc,
dakud wii htava je k6men, tvrlj polstii kus drnu,
dunicf ozv€nou, duniei ozvEnou-

Nebo ti m6m piindst iumdnl jedrl?
Tohle je ted d€Sf, to hluboki ticho.
A tohle je jeho plod: bf I! jak cin, jako arzerrik.

ProtrpEl jsem ukrutnost zipadfl slunee.
Md iudd vlilkna
spdleni at ke.ksienu, hoFi a triijak driit€nd ruka.

Ted pukdm na kusy, kterd ldta-ii kolem jak hole.
Tak divolef vif
nebude hpdt zevlovini: musim kvflet.

Luna takd nemA litost; krutE by mne
vleklq sama neplodn6..
Jejf zaF md nidi. Nebo jsem snad j:i polapit-ii.

Pustim ji. Pustim ji,_*-

13d$ovanf a plochf jak po radikiitnim chiruryickCm zdkroku.
Jak si m€ pFi*vojilytvoje zld sny a jak md povzbuzuii.

Uhnfzdil se ve mnE p!6d.
Kaidou noc se vytiepetii ven
a s hri€ky udie "se rozhlil.i po nEdem, eo by se dalo milovat.

DEsi md ta terrrqii v€c,
kteni spi ye imne;
celt den e irim je.lf hebk€ peiovd pohyby a jeji aist .

Mruky mijeji a rozpllivaji sc.
Tohle jsou fvaiie l6sky, ti bledf pom{ivci?
Pro takovd sijitiim srdce?

Neni v mfch siliich se dovdddt vie.
A co.ie tohle - ta tv6i.
tak waiednd v Skrtivdm serrieni vdtvf? ---

Jejf hadi kyseliny libaji.
Vfile.z toho kamenf, To jsou ty izolovane, vlekld chyby,
z nichZ pirJde smrt, piijde smrt, ptijdc smrt.

Iil



Preklad Tom#e Flricha:

Jilm
Vdnavdno Rut fz Fa inl ightovti

Vim, eo je dole, ifka- Vim to od koien&:
to, ieho se fy
boji5- Jri ne: byl jsern tam.

SlySfS snad ze mne v€€nE
nespokojend moie?
Nebo hlns nicoty, tvd Silcnstvi?

l:iska je stin.
KdyZ lczi5 a pliideS kvrili ni,
slyS: klapot jejich kopyr:p6di pryE jako krifi.

Celou noc budu ta,khle cvAlat,
neZ se tvii hlava zm€ni v kAmeR, polStai v drn,
eo duni, duni.

Nebo ehcel piin€st zvulry jedfi?
To vclke mldenile d65t'-
A tohle je jeho plod: bilf jak arzenik.

PieZil jsem airdnost soumrakfi-
Zmyeh zudyeh vl6ken, spiilenyeh
ai ke koienfim, tr{i driitdnd ruka.

Rozpadim se, rilomky pr5i kolem-
Takory prudky vitr
nesnii5i lhostejnost- A proto musim kiidet.

Ba ani luna nean6 slitov{ni: vl66ela by mne,
svou neplodnosti knita.
Zrafiuje mne svou z,afi. Anebo ji m6m v rukou.

PouSrfmji- Pousrim ji,
malou a plochou jak po operaei=
Jak jen si m€ tve z16 sny pFivlastriuji.

Uvnitf mne hnizdi'Wkiik.
Vyldtri do'n"oci
a s driipy hledi, co by miloval.

Ta temni v6c, co ve rnne spi,
mE ddsi;
eitiv{m jeji hebk€ pohyby, zlo v ni.

Oblaka pFeteti a rorylynou se.
Jsou to snad fviiie Lisky" bledd, neruivratne?
lir krtli nim mi tolik buSi srdee?

Ted' ui se nedok;i'2u nic vfc dorv€dEL
Ten obfidej, jei:vra:Ifli Yyraz€m,
{i je ta tvdi skrlti mezi vEfvemi?

Ulisne sydijeji louhy.
Zmrazujf vfili. To-isou ry osamEl€, pliZivd
chyby, eo zabijeji. Zabijeji.

lv



The Applicant

First, are you our sort ofa person?
' Doyouwear

A glass eye, false teeth or a crutch,
A brace or a hook,
Rubber breasts or"4 rubber crotgh,

Stitches to show something's missing? No, no? Then
How can we give you a thing?
Stop crying.
Open yourhand.
Empty? EmpE. Here is a hand

To fill it and willing
To bring teacups and roll away headaches
And do whatever you tell it.
Will you marry it?
It is guaranteed

To thumb shut your eyes at the end
And dissolve of sorrow.
We make new stock from the salt-
I notice you are stark naked.
How about this suit --

Black and stiff, but not a bad frt-
Will you marry it?
It is waterproof, shatterproof, proof
Against fire and bombs through the roof.
Believe me, they'll bury you in it.

Now your head, excuse me, is empty.
I have a ticket for that.
Come here, sweetie, out of the closet.
Well, what do you think of thot?
Naked as paper 1o- start,.

' 
But in twenty-firr" y"*, she'll be silver,

. In fifty, gold.
A living doll, everywhere you look.
It can sew, it can cook,
It can talk, talk, talk.

It works, there is nothing wrong with it.
You have a hole, it's a poultice.
You have an eye, it's an image.
My boy, it's your last resort.
Will you marry it, marry it, marry it.



Pieklad Jona Zdbranv:
Lailatel
Tak piednd, jste nils dlovEk?
Miite
sklendn6 oko, fale5ny chrup nebo fieba berlu,
ndjaky h6dek, nEkde malou svorku,
hrudnidek z korku, gqmu do rozkroku,

p6r Sfycht na dtkaz, Ze ndco chybi? Nic takov6ho?
Jak vrim pak ale milme n6co diit?
No, kvrili tomu se hned nemusfte rozplakat.
UkaZte ruku. Dlafl otevfft.
Pfizdne? Hm - no jo. To nic, my v6m do ni drime ruku.

kteni ji i t6 prr{zdnoty zbavi,
bude v4m nosit daj, zahindtbolesti hlavy,
ta viim uddki v5echno, stadi porudit.
Tak co, nechcete siji vzit?
Mrite ji se ziirukou, Ze nakonec

vitmzatlaif i odi, prostd prima vdc,
s tou v5echno pieboli.
Ten noqi model vyr6bime ze soli.
Posly5te, s vrimi je aletELk|prirce.
Co feba tenhle obledek -

demy a tuh1f, ale padne v6m, a talirce!
Tak vezmete si ho? Ano?
Je vodot6snfl ohnivzdornf, k neroztrhiini,
kdyZ spadne bomb4 spolehlivd v6s ochn{ni,
do rakve vydrii, s tfm m6te vystariino.

Teda v hlav6 radte mft, s prominutim, seno.
Dali mi to tu dern6 nabfl6m.
Hej polez, miliidku, polezz t6 skiinE ven!
Tak co, jak se viim pdli tahleta?
Pro zailfutekholf zadek,,no pro to se sv6t nezbofi,

ale zapdtadvacetfet bude ze stiibra
azapadesittze zlata.
Ziv 6 pane*a - ryrav a i zlev U odev5ud.
Umi Sit, umf vaiit,.
ajak hovoff, jak ta hovoff, jak hovoff!

Funguje perfektnE, neni to Zridnf imt.
Vy m6te dfnr, ona je obklad na ni-
Vy mrlte oko, ona je obraznadivini.
Chlapde, takovou Sanci uZ jakZiv nebudete mft.
Koukejte si ji vzit, si ji vzit, si ji v-zit!
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r r r i i  r l r i l ck  n : r  l r r : r ( l ( ' : ,  ta rn  l rc r r r ; i i  p r : rsk l6  koPyto ,
: r l c  r [ : i l r c l  j s i  s t c j r r i ' ,  k t l r : J r : r _ k ,  r r r r i  t r r
I i  r r t ' p o r r r i i t ' ,  t y  j s i  t < ' n  i c r r r j , ,  j : r s l r i ,  t o  f s i  r y ,

k t lo  rn i  roz .k iAp k ichkc  rud t  s rdcc  jako  s t i cy r .
I l y lo  r r r i  r l csc t ,  k t l y i .  i sc r r r  r i  i l a  na  p t_ r l r i cb .
V c  < l v a c c t i  l s c n r  t o  t a t l y  c l r t r : l r r  l z t l i t
. r  v r ; i t i t  s < :  k  t o l r r - : ,  k  t o l r i . , ; r  r r 2  r r : r l l o i i i r l .
l ' . t l y i  r r i t ,  t ; r k  t y  k o s t i  j s c r r r  r i  c l r t i l a  t l i i t .

Jcnic tcnkrdt mI z toho pytlc vytdhl i '
poslepovali  md kl ihcm iako porccLin.

l ' ak  u i  i scm v ld l la ,  iak  na  to ,  iak  to  udd l fu r t '

U l rnd t la  i scnr  s i  z  vosku f ig ,u rk t r :  b i ' l  to  r t t i r l i p ' i r l

v icrn6m iako ty a iak rystt i ien! z lr lcin Krrnpf u,

n r i lovn lk  sk i ipcc ,  k lc i t i ,  to r tu ry  a  o lo r ' . r .
A  ick la  i scnr  s i :  sc in r i  ho .  Do p lsn tcnc  n  t l r t  s lo r ' : r '
' l ' ak ic  

tc t I ,  tA to ,  tc t l  kor rc i r rd  l sc t r t  l ro to r ' ; i .

Cern f  tc lc fon  ie  ra rvanf  i  s  ko icncr r r ,
I r lasy  sc  l i rn  ncdokAiou  prok lov : r t .

A  ics t l i  i scm zab i ln  i cdno l ro  c l r lapa ,  zab i la  i sc r r r
d v a  - -

toho up i ra ,  co  tv rd i l ,  i c  je  tvo ic  i i ,
a  p i l  rn i  k rcv ,  cc l f  rok  mi  p i l  k rcv ,
scd tn  l c t ,  kdy i  to  chcc l  vEddt ,  kdy i .  to  c l rcc i

Lclrni si ,  kdcs lcicl ,  t i to, lchni n lci .

V pupkatCrn dcrn6m srdci tcd nrr$ zrt luicrr i  kt i l .

L id i  zc  vs i  t i  n ikdy  ncmohl i  p i i i l t  n r  i rndno.' I ' cd  
po  iobd tnncr t i i  s  dupou,  t t i c  t i  t t cz ; rpo l l t c t l ( ) r t .

' I ' i  
vtr l t l i  vidycky, co isi  zaI n co t i  nrtr i i  ?;r ?16'

' l ' i to ,  
t i to ,  i6  to  u i  m i lm za  scbor r ,  t y  ha iz lc .

( r B (rg



The Munieh Mannequins

Perfection is terrible, it cannot have children.
Cold as snow breath, it tamps the womb

Where the yew trees blow like hydras,
The tree of life and the tree ofJife

Unloosing their moons, month after mon*q to no purpose.
The blood flood is the flood of love,

The absolute sacrifice-
It means: no more idols but me.

Me and you.
So, in their sulphur loveliness, in their smiles

These marmequins lean tonight
In Munich, morgue between Paris and Rome,

Naked and bald in their furs,
Orange lollies on silver sticks,

Intolerable, without mind.
The snow drops its pieces of darkness,

Nobody's aboul In the hotels
Hands will be opening doors and setting

Down shoes for a polish of carbon
Into which broad toes will go tomorrow.

O the domesticity of these windows,
The baby lace, the green-leaved confectionery,

The thick Gemrans slumbering in their bottomless Stolz.
And the black phones on hooks

Glittering
Glittering and digesting

Voicelessness. The snow has no voice.



PieHadJano Zdbrany:

Mnichov5tf manekyni

Dokonalost je stra5nri nemfiZe mit d6ti.
Studenrljako dech sndhu, ucp6vi{ hino,

kde kvetou tisy jdk hydry,
strom Livotaa strom Livota

uvoliuji sv6 luny, mEsic co mdsic, a k nidemu.
Piival krve je pifval lasky,

absolutni obdt'.
R*a: Zaan6 jind modly krom6 mne,

kromd mne a tebe.
Tak se tihle manelqini se sw-imi rismEvy,

ve sv6m sirovdm privabu ukldndjf dnes veder
v Mnichov6, v t6 miirnici meziPaiiZi a R.fmem,

nazi aple5atf a ve v5ech tdch koZesinrlch,
pomerandovri lizfltka na sElbrnfch Bpejlich,

nesnesitelni, bez mySlenky v hlavd.
Snih trousf vlodky ze trny,

nikde nikdo. V hotelech
budou ruce otvirat dveie a odklldat boty,

aby je kdosi nalestil krdmem jak uhel,
boty, do kterjch zitravklouznou Sirokd prsty.

O dom6ckif ritulnost tEch oken.
kojeneckf krajka, cukniistvi v zelendm listi,

tlusti Ndmci po"sp6vajfcl ve sv6 bezednd Stolz.
A dern6 telefonyle vidlicfch

se tipytf,
trpyti azaiivaji

bezhlesost. Snfh nem6 hlas.




