presentation’ from the Twelfth Dynasty
-narrative phrases—the so-called epithets—

themselves, their qualities, circumstances,
inen’ The locations of these phrases would
0 be read—or heard—by future passersby.*
funerary chapels of the great necropoleis of

heh, or Beni Hasan’ The other major
well as mining and quarrying areas
in the Middle Kingdom allowed fora
their personal virtues. From local mag-
dle-ranking officials sent on royal mis-
court, this increase was a contrast from
texts came from high court officials.
esumab haveinﬂuencedd‘mcom'
ry chapels allowed the tomb owners
es C ented their visual self-
. nomarch Amenembat of Beni Hasan,
at the side of King Senvosret
' >mhn n(Ulf-Vﬂ' 14.-16),and
0 narrated his family’s rise ©
rs (Urk. VIL, 26-27).
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. e stela, howeven the limited space
Onﬂa csl]:il; the way they were to be pr eSentefio
carefu %lhus oy used status indicators such as dregs
scene " T o forth, alons with the relative place
leau, to ShOW their importance.® The 5,

?;Z})f was restricted and hence was often rzl?j?lie for th, g e

nied by epithets that expanded the accoy, ed g 4 . littey

£ the assistant seal bearer Sa-Hathor (BM 569;“' oy sle‘}
good works on behalf of Amenemhat I inters) Who p : lfn eis
Alternatively, the stela of the ove Perseq Wit teg

TCed in di
“’id
,‘3;1311}., in a‘la‘lg t
o 85, imp) Singl,
ent of Mey,

his various
Jaudatory phrases.

TSeer of the 'Self.
iy

Self-Presentation i
n the Twelfth p
Ynasty 107

i hnwty),’ Intef son of Senet (BM 572 ;
]acf; cific to his work, in between which are a))f:'losdy consists of epi-

i . 4 'W Narrative
1 information about his longevity and his children Suc:'entences
€ss in the

a
fhets
¢hat 2 Jlace.

,oy;‘l ﬂ " mber of individuals left longer narratives that chr,

pievements: A ’?Otablef examp.le is the soldier Kh\l‘dvisobekc(Ma

,coé) e described his explolfs in Asia and Nubia and his ko
ﬁwar:i at the palace,. as well as his rise in the military ranks. 1 A;:‘“qﬂem
re-ﬁcant monument is t!xe stela of the chief treasurer kahé f ther sig-
fl‘; o), who recounted his early education at the palace, quoted a I (Berlin

¢ 111 charging him with a mission at Abydos, and told i
tionin the festiva'l of Osiris there. Although succinct, his acco, hmpm

P fullest description of the festival in Egyptian sourcesit % i

o|f-presentation statements were often proclaimed to by i
eft cor[x)lb, the nomarch Amenemhat Smihm&mh&w

- ords” (ddfm mdt m3t; Urk. VI, 18:3). Such claims were e pes ]: e
nore pertinent in funerary chapels, since e g

familiar to the local community. A o

Jlso claimed to “speak the truth” ‘

Ginai, the seal bearer Sobekhotep ended !

“As the king lives for me, ’

3%t; Sinai 405). The placems
10 dismiss such declarations as
close to templ icated t

nicled their

GenwoSIe
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would continue into the New Kingdom."” The i
word should p:}mps not be surprising in a sOd:}I:orl?nce
Jow that the O testimony of witnesses coul where
d actuall;
ly conf,

rule the value of written documents.'® This i
g
could

Am¢

speak” (i mdw drf; I Bm 96)."”
’Fh. he highly f“ormul:.aic composition of self-laud P
S uding repetition, episodic or o

mposiﬁmﬂﬁceﬂmﬁmg notions, a tenden
ERoSlioE = ency toward ex

Self- 1
elf-Presentation i the Twelfth
DY““W
109

cher sequences, individuals announced th
i (f)ftliandalsn (mntows 12 12,13),which a“m"fﬁrmﬂ -footed” (mnr; |
¢ road of the one who coul G B "
0-21). 1 adraabig o ey

A remarkable sequence of phrases was for
siously mentioned overseer of priests w 2
cains three pairs of epithets. The fi ;
receding the noun ib followed
cial consequences of the ori;
was “free from” ($w m) a ne
minded regarding what w
allowed him to be “free
VIJ 16). Next he.
his charge” (shm-ib.

no
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of the Oryx pome Amen :
palace were in his charge, taxes he duly delivered on a yea}y,

that there were never any arrears (hrt-) against him in e
This was accomplished because the entire nome was saiq
steadily (m nmwt w3hwi) for him, a nice juxtaposition of his
the palace compared to his own people’s efforts on his
this are a series of denials of any wrongdoings against a “cj
(53¢ nds), swidow” (h3rt), “farmer” (ihwty), “herdsman” (
seer of five” (imy-r diw)—a variety of people with whom
into contact on his estate.” His subsequent claim that
“unfortunate” (m3r) or even “hungry people” (kr) in

serve as preliminary remarks to what follows, which

famine that swept through his area and his efforts to

(Utk. VI, 15-16).
Such narratives of an official’s work-related respe

tunately, rare in the ancient Egyptian records, esp

ere space was restricted. A few indivi

emhat mentioned that all the taxeg ¢

Self-Presentation in the Twelfth
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(to repeat) within his title and an epj
After mentioning that his efficiency occasioned the k'uI:l
he added that he “paid attention to business pmceduresg‘%
6) and could be “loud of voice in a quiet place” (i
surely a mark of his importance: He then concluded
presentation by claiming that he was “one to whom w

of the Two Lands (smi(w) nf hrt Bwy; 11 Dy 13) an,
repeated (them) in a perfect way to the Lord of the Tw

0 nb Bwy; IV 25)
whmw-herald.

of the verb whm

). These are attributes one mig

Themes

Service to the King

With the advent of a new
S et new f

Self-Presentation in

» (kni m i3tf; T Bb 17), “precise of

. pis office
him?” (mtr-h3ty hr wdt n;

in hi
mmmded to

lcord’s house” (mir P nb; 1 Ac'5). This
speech yuhm his lord’s r:und Gh-dd hry-i
pe “efficient of counsels” (mnh ndwt-r:
10 be wexcellent” (rh.n nb.f ikr shrf; 1
offered “at his lord’s side” (mnh r-gs .
place in the Palace” (b st rdwy).f0
«disciplined regarding a royal n
made sure he “adhered to the:
sl sw3 1L Bc 24) and n
ceremonal palace or the
tee” (tm thi 1p-rd n h tpt-
Such qualities resulted
ihnnbf; 1P 21) as one
had observed” (ptr.n nb
him to be apprecia
whom the king exaltec
(31 nsw m3.f srw nw
lord’s house (nty
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personal Qualities
Individuals also wished to be remembered for persona] 3
q

sented themselves as “amiable” (im3; I E) and

H 36), a kindness they consistently “poss)essefi”g(:‘;a; of kg

were “friendly to commoners” (anms n ndsw; IV Ak) m3t;

to everyone” (3ms-ib nrmt nb; 1B 2), all of whom th’ ut 2

1 bw nb; ILF 119). They also claimed to “know kmdzy g

(lit., ‘his opportunity’) came” (rh sfn n iw n sp.f; Tl o

“silence weeping with the perfect remark” (sgr r;ntw‘
Their kindness led to acts of generosity, which was

of hand” Bw-drt; L A), “broad-hearted” (wsh-ib; I

ference” (8w m hbs-hr; V1] 33). They “regularly

poverty” (dd ht n nty <m> snw; II Bm 11), “always

(m33 r ind; IT Au 3), “fed commoners” (snh

young” (5d njim; 11 Fy 4), and were veritab

Self-Presentation intl

ords on the day of serving, and could s,
dw hrw msbb dd ts r 3w f, 1 L 3, II
describe his instructions as “teaching
according t© the principles” of perfe
ofrt 47-48), which would be “b

o sdm.0y-fY; 49). This passage fing

tion of himself as “one who is knoy

and who teaches a man what
3h.1()50) nf; T1 Bl 2 and IT

In their inscriptions m¢

tained,” which they expressed |

echoes Ptahhotep’s dictum

ib nb r bw ikr; 364), or

Prahhotep (rmn.n d3r ib.

«rustworthy” (kf3-ib;

used it a number of tim

N), as Ptahhotep r¢

you speak” (w3h ib

to be “one who is

mentioned a

m grg; V1] 45), a

In social

ones” (h3m |

of w
(K3
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Conclusions
Amiable and helpful, well spoken and knowledgeable, dj

and dedicated to the crown to the point of obsequi;
Kingdom official was proud of his accompﬁshmentsqmg
upper registers of society. His self-presentation walked
braggadocio and humility, as he wishedhiscontempo

erations to remembi pora
spoken by the magic snake in the story of the Shipw

my reputation to be good in your city. Look he

from you” (imi rn.i nfr(:w) m niwt.k mk hrt.i pw im.k).

er him well. His entreaty to poster;

Self-Presenta
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