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Self-Presentation in the L

. names scratched additionally in reliefs by tho
chemselves for eternity and insisted to :

tomb owner:

Tomb Inscriptions
Tomb inscriptions are perhaps
relating to the self-presentation o
were carved in tombs, amon,
self—presentational inscriptios
The titles of the tomb ow:

combining honorary, admini
titles carved in a tomb often
the same office, reflec
mentioning that whi

the highest offices

often included only o

titles. In Neferinp

numerous midd

ordered to him,”

the king,” “pr

Nyuserre,” “w

titles, carved
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1 came forth from my town, [ went down into the afge,
out yaat which is what the god loves; I propitiated
( Il that which he Joves; I made invocation offerings ¢
respectul of 1y father and kind to my mother. I'h
no son; I ferried him over who had no boat; T resciied
from the (more) powerful one; I gave the shareeran

To promote themselves, some officials tried to show :
to the ruler in their biographical inscriptions by m
isfaction with their work and the king’s gifts for them
king, like for instance Debehni’s inscription on tl ¢
tomb by King Menkaure,* occur in the tombs i
the Fifth Dynasty and later even in the proving
concern the equipment, mostly sarcoph )
donated to a lucky official, or to his sons
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Self-Presentation in th

2id: ‘It is the desire of my maj
plow be struck against him.”” Moreov
king to carve this event in his tomb
Neferirkare, and it is difficult to s:
ing power of the highest officials
the king. y
Those biographical inscri
also highlight their special bo
inscription of Ptahshepses fi
cation together with the ki
led the king to reward him:
AT
He grew up among
esty gave him his e
wished that she b
his majesty favored
majesty allowed him

majesty S

-

Some other hi
inscriptions carve
which the kings
ple of this kind
the tomb of
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n with Senedjemib’s work, and of hi
Senedjemib the elder, I do love you and it is known
both of these cases, it Was King Djedkare who sent the
and Senedjemib Inti and apparently allowed them
the presentation of their own importance. Interesti
concerns the favors done by Djedkare for his offic;
the Sixth Dynasty inscription with another letter by
of Harkhuf, which includes the remark: “When yq
and this pygmy in your charge is alive, prospero
shall do great things for you, more than what k
of the god Werdjedba in the time of Izezi.”®
to also in the Sixth Dynasty inscription of

“I was more valuable in the sight of his

of his satisfactio

Self-Prese

Weni the Elder,” who lived in the
resents himself as the most 1
2 legal case in secret in the m@
of affection’s his majesty :
or official was present apart.
rooted in his heart, and hi
ments in the residence
his inscriptions, he als
«[is majesty sent me to le
to drive away the Sand
I had apprehended
did T return.”” Hi
promotion. He als
quarries, where he

pyramid comple
successfully and q
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« of the officials. While in the Fifth D
emphasize the king as the one who gives favor and
return for the fulfillment of his duties, in the Sixth D
became the central focus and the main agent of the
ing himself as an active historical figure.” In the Sixth
some new motifs occur in the biographical inscrip
emphasis on the themes of the province and especiz
fare.* It can be noticed since the reign of Pepy T
vincial officials like Kar of Edfu:*” ;

IwasmkentoPepy(I)tobegivenaneducati
chiefs . . . . Then the majesty of Merenre
nomeofUpperEgypt....Imcasuredan-
funerary estate for a hungry man y

Self-Presentation in

W, Helck, Untersuchungen zu den
(Gh‘jckStadt, 1954), 58; Baer, Ra
Wim:}:ruftsgescbicbte des Alten Agyp
during the 0ld Kingdom,” 270; M
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Ancient Egyption Administration
The teaching itself was perhaps
see for instance, E. Eichle
des Ptahhotep,” ZAS 128 2
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Literatur und Politik im |
Tagung zum Gedenken a
(Cairo, 1999); R.B.
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