138 Vo |
. b, ‘ 1

11\ ade for eternity
:
know becayge

Behold
U, much hatred g In the
Streets
’

The wise says “Ves,
For no S, the fool gayg «
: one knows it "with L
C50stris my son! e youk Presencel 12
b)

;\; my teet depart, voy '
;B.yefeyes behold you, child of a p
ore the people as they hail yoaf‘py

I have
made the
e v Past and arrange
§ave you the contents of my hgcadtthe future,
Y heart,

You (1
0) wear the whj
: white :
The'seal ic in crown of ,
al a god
t]tl()rl 1S 1N tll(? l3€1r1( ()fr‘Itta ){ Illea
y

I{ingSh. : 3
P 18 again what i .
18 8 what it was 1n the past!

hour

Raise your monuments, e

Fight .., .. 1 stablish your strongholds

NOTES

I. Il] Pap)’r
us Chester B

. Catt 4 " T » A .
of f‘}mous authors of the past an}d o) y & New Kingdom scribe drew upa lis
of ’_4me{’emlzet to a scribe by tlaSSlgned T e
a}tltl‘lbutlon Wwas correct, it reveals ]t; vithe ?f Khety. Whether or oot "
;3 e pseudepigraphic nature of th & the New K g

ut as regards the audience of SR k‘(sec Posener, Littérature, p. b7
probable that it tock thie work th b the e LaaBeal S
emhet: for pseudepigrapl ork to be the genuine testament of King Amen-
were not, at least iniﬁ;{]]p -11“1'.0 uld lose much of their effectiveness if th!
they bore. ¥, believed to be the works of the men whose P

2. The much beli
loc. cas , wko n]ﬂc:iecbf:ltt‘fl lntTOdUCt‘Or}v passage was reexan“'ned b). G«djdt'
accordance with the g for taking ddf 4 m ngr as a single sentents "
is ‘‘risen as god,” ‘;rse‘r‘omts. and having it refer to the dead king ¥
however, the mj:ircrqast f'rsth.qn to the accession of Sesostris L. If so
“listen to me,” and tl? esostris becomes very abrupt, consistng only ¥
the previous r::ndc::'inés i;:é‘l;tcnce R Hdc}t S summ‘fi“'j
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rathe;than the participle, ”risenercfc"ed to take A as imperatives

3. As Helck and Goedic & i
8 oy R AR mm::lilem(:b::gved. the two tmmi refer back tow

' ects w
because they can plot in secrecy. I-Ir:Jc its ;;ho e un‘lfnown kgt s
A n the sense of *‘plot” is well 3

(see Vqltcn, op. cit., p. 108).
4. Literally, “he whom I gave my hands.”
I

5. Following Gardiner, op. ¢it., p. 483, I read fwyze, rather than

“grass.”
6. Sti mw has generally been interpreted as an act of dis:apec“"
of the

defiance, e.g., Helck: “spuckten vor mir aus.” The inner Jogic of
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ever, that the king, looking back on the treacher-
ribe it In terms of covert acts,

(1 Juires, how
"‘I“‘.; - s
| ]“Ull(‘lh‘
e W ould 1

shnuld dCSC
awn immediate
gests a menial task.

Vol | e dr punishment. ‘The

‘ \iwg!] {ehand 1ave L

» any ¢ . . 5L i

A v oin Admomions, ¢ g5, Sug T
: ¢eurn around.

Saouring water | _ 3
Ll «vhr in the literal sensc ) . g .
el < 2wt n Wty 1 being to my body"™ 18 uncertain.

Anthes and Helck: the latter

Q The meaning of 1

“hyy myself’” was disputed by

(5 _»
hecame alert.

t\'.if\:"'n(" S » { ag
LA F d 4 7 ‘.L\n
opested kam zu mir, ) : (S A g :
'“"L‘ the old lling wWas prC\'L‘ntC\l from " sitting togcther with his son
0. . | Ui HAASa ;
abhdication.

i

1 '.'n!(‘.'..l} \L'I'L'H‘.i.‘n.\' 01. . : . ‘
0. The context here, and 1n Nefertt, line 46, suggests that iryf means

B

“p'.u{li\'t'” and ~ Crops. . T :
1. For hpswi Gardiner, op. cil., P- 493, pmposed frontier-strong-
holds.” while Helck assumes corrupted writing of hp¥, the constellation

“great bear.
Fhe three sentences recur in
a corruption of msd,

12. Admonitions, 6, 13. Helck has pointed
out that msyt 1S “hatred.” The third sentence 1S
L‘l’\‘.x’u‘.

13. A garbled sentence, not prcscr\'ed in P. Millingen.

14. The two concluding sentences arc corrupt.

THE PROPHECIES OF NEFERTI

‘Thc sage Neferti is summoned to the court of King Snefru of the
Fourth Dynasty, in order to entertain the king with fine speeches. Asked
to speak of the future rather than the past, he prophesies the destruction
of the nation by civil war and its eventual redemption through the rise of
a great king. He calls the redeemer “Ameny’'—the short form of Amenem-
het—and thereby provides the clue to the understanding of the work. The
and that the “brophecy” is a
acter of a work composed
larification of that King.

etic form.

s, ancient and modern, are to underst
:'t”"‘rv disguise, veiling the contemporary char
f,;fh'l“i\ r:“»kﬂn of .\.mcn.rmhct I, and .dcsignod as a g

lh'" .r‘ iIs a historical romance 1n pscudn-prpph tic
that l‘\“;\"“‘.‘ln‘ht‘ successful carly years of the reign, it 18 free of the gloom
TR l;\:“‘«\} the Instruction of .)r‘ngnrmhc't I, written about two c!ccadcs
hin s ntll !pt, of course, for the ;\r_uhcml gloom of the prop_hccxes of disasters
“ ould precede the redemption. We have already said that the theme
h’.‘,;mf";"l distress” was an intellectual problem that became a literary

Pos. It required no specific factual basis but merely the general phenom-
enon of civil disorders that could, and did, break out periodically. But no

accession of Amenemhet L.
Leningrad 1116B,

tions are preserved
and on numerous

major calamities had preceded the
“h{};‘v ;\urk 18 prvscr\-?q in a single manuscript, 2.
gz 1~ ates from the Eighteenth Dynasty. Small por
on two writing boards of the Eighteenth Dynasty

R-”‘R'.\\iidt‘ ostraca.
Iv.l \zl:h\;ttmn: Golenischeft, Papyrus hiératiques, pls. 23-25- W. Helck,
¢ Prophezeiung des Njr iy (Wiesbaden, 1970).
Erman,

H. Gardiner, JEA, I (1914), 100-100.
J. A. Wilson 1n ANET, pp. 444-440. Le-

Is [ranslation: A.
terature, pp. 110-1185.

Kh}'r". Romans, pp. 95-105.
Study: Posener, Littérature, pp- 21-60 and 145-157-
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:: a friend of yours who has done 4 noble deed y  YOUrS whe el
;e some fine words, choice phrases P

v ‘ 4 ’ V |
majesty may be entertained.” - he:mng of which "

Fhey were on their belljes before his majesty once more, Thes e A

:polfc before his majesty: “Ihere is a great lector-priest of Yuse

) king, 091’ lord, Nefert (16) by name, He is 2 Citizen with vm
arm, a scribe excellent with his fingers, gentletnan of greater wedd
(h:‘m any peer of his. May he be brought for your majesty 16 10t
ﬁmg his majesty: “Go, bring him to me!” He was ushered in w b
straightway, and he was on his belly before his majesty.

His majesty said: “Come, Neferti, my friend, speak to me sose |

fine m:mi?, choice phrases at the hearing of which my majesty 54
be entertained!” Said the lector-priest Neferti: Of what has happe?

or of what will happen, O king, my lord 77 (1) Said his majesty.

what will happen, As soon as today is here, it is passed over” fi
stretched out his hand 1o a box of writing equipment, 1ok serdfl #5

paletie and began o put into writing the words of the leatot9™*

Neferti, that wise man of the East, servant of Bastet in her Rlast, 44
native of the nome of On,

As he deplored what had happened! in the land, evoked the %%
of the East, with Asiatics roaming in their strength, frightem
about 1o harvest and seizing cattle from the plough, (20) he said:

$tir, iy heart,

Bewail this land, from which you have sprung!
When there is silence before evil,

And when what should be chided is feared,

Phen the great man is overthrown in the land of your b i_-;\ |

Tire not while this is before you,
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Having made its nest beside ("g'z) the pﬂrt’k’-a

The people having let it approach by default,

!
Pt ;,f:;r.?, those delightiul thiings,
The fishponds full of fish-caters,”
Teeming with fish and fowl,
Al happiness has vamished,
The land is bowed down in distress,
Owi ng 1o those feeders,®
Asiatics whe roatn the band.
Veoes have risen in the Fast,
Asiatics have come down o P/KYP"
M the fortress is ‘eromded’ ...
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[Jesert fiocks will drink at the river of Egypt,

¢ ense on the shores for 1ack of one 10 fear;

|V ake their ease on
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ANCIENT EGYPTIAN f1r
Whﬂ-wm-bebeingbiddenaemy' 5
“When sight and hearing fadl the %> »
I show you the land in W

Whathouldnmbehaseom:tam

Will erave blood for bread,

Will laugh aloud at distress,

None will weep over death,

None will wake fasting for death,

Each man’s heart is for himself.

Mourning is not done today,

Hearts have quite abandoned it

A man sits with his back turned,

While one slays another.

I show you the son as enemy, the brother 2s foe,
A man (45) slaying his father.?

Every mouth is full of “how I wish’19

All happiness has vanished;

The land is ruined, its fate decreed,

Deprived of produce, lacking in crops,™

What was made has been unmade. |
One seizes a man’s goods, gives them to an outsider,
I show you the master in need, the outsider sated,
The lazy stuffs himself, the active is needy.”?

One gives only with hatred,

To silence the mouth that speaks;

To answer a speech the arm thrusts a stick,

One speaks by killing him.

Speech falls on the heart like fire,

(50) One cannot endure the word of mouth.

The land is shrunk—its rulers are many,
It is bare—its taxes are great;

The grain is low-—the measure is large,
It is measured to overflowing.
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Gone from the earth 1s the nome of Un,
- » j
[he birthplace of every goc
-
: f h h
en 2 king will come from the South,

Ameny, the justified, by name,'*

son of 2 woman of Ta-Seti, child of Upper Egypt.
He will take the white CIOWTIl,

He will wear the red Crown;

%) He will join the Two Mighty Ones,*®

He will please the Two Lords with what they wish,
B

with field-circler in his fist, oar 1n his grasp-"
p“,’u’.‘:; 0 p':ﬁp!t of his timc,

j € son of man will make his name for all eternity!
.i it evil-minded, the treason-plotters,

Ihey suppress their speech in fear of him;

Asiatics will fall to his sword,

Libyans will fall to his flame,

R*.":-,cls to has wrath, traitors to (65) his migbt,

As the serpent on his brow subdues the rebels for him,
()-nf. will build the Walls-of-the-Ruler,1#

:Io bar Asiatics from entering Egypt;

Ihey shall beg water as supplicants,

56 as to let their cattle drink.

Then Order will return to its seat,




Rejoice he who ma .
y behold, he
And he who is wise will lib i

ate for m
When he sees fulfilled what I haye s;:)kenl

Colophon: It has come to its end succesfully by the scrip.
scribe —__

Y attend the ki,

NOTES

1. The text has hprt, not hipr-t
nprt, aprty-sy. Thr
from past to present and future 7 e D

standpoint: the actual time of th
cent reign of Amenemhet | ;
addresses King Snefru and fo

2. In yNES, 30 (1971), 69
of iterated mk which helps to

3. Here and in line 38,
rather than only deafness.

4. The “strange bird” means the Asiatics who have been able to sette
in the eastern Delta because they were not resisted.

B Wnyw !.{r wgsw 1s parallel to wwbnw hr rmw, and the human determins
tive of wnyw is an error., Wgsw has been interpreted as fish-slitting peop®,
but the context points to fish-eating birds. The wgs-bird appeas =
Peasant, R 29; see also Whb., 1, 377: wes, “Art Vogel.”

6. “Feeders,” not “food.” This meaning of dfsw is attested by F%.
V, 571.8-10.

7- Several very obscure sentences. Posener, op. cit., p. 155 W
as the general meaning that the Egyptians fleeing from the Asiatics o
crowded into the fortresses and the latecomers are kept waiting 04t
Helck, op. cit., p. 30, thinks of Asiatics breaking through the Egype
border fortifications. -

.8- In agreement with Helck, I take m dd to denote that 8 pro‘;';:;
being quoted; but his rendering of ptr sdm hr idw fw gr bft br ® .,g
der horen sollte, ist taub, und so ist der S::hw'eigende varn,” docs not
to me to hit the mark. The essence of a proverbial phrase is ghcmd
terseness of its formulation, which makes every word carry masiT

: y n'pdi

wexght.. Hence ptr can hardly be the near-meaningless behold, eari™$

more likely to be the infinitive of “to see.”” Hence: “when sight and e
: : : : “amons

are numb the mute is out in front,’

blind the one-eyed is king.”

9. Two major topics make up the theme of “national d"‘.":"ggi
first is the infiltration of the Delta by Asiatics; the second 18 jop

the te
» 38 a result of the yng S

€ writer who is hailing the VG i

and the fictitious time of thgrm

retells the distant future.

-72, 1 .drew attention to the connectie w
explain this passage,
idw denotes the numbness of sight and hearing,

' a proverb similar to our

among Egyptians. This second topic is described by means of ! w |

all of which recur in the Admonitions of Ipuwer. and all of which ar® "= g
with hyperbole: indiscriminate bloodshed in:ijﬂ'erence. to nlﬁ“’:l’
the reversal of the social order, by Which’thc rich become poor
have-nots become the masters.

' o bly P
10. In this context, mr-wi cannot mean “love me”; it i Fow
idiom of the type ‘I wish I had.”

11. If iryt means “produce, crops” (see Amenemhet, n. 10); l’d’ |

N ';1
‘c

On idw = “numb” see n. 3, ,w » Th
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= “find
' sense of gmi =
. accordance with the pregnant
. . e”) ln
he “things of us e =

Since Gardiner, all tr

on -
. .ot. “he who never was who fill his
ol SUbJee:rtm;ng the rich man who has secVADEE
d it as m

r

. "
: > & then means either “‘he 18 empty (i.e., poor) é
(Wilson). The pred1¢at"3 . ‘r “he emrties” (Wilson, Helck). [t seems to m
<o Gardiner and [eféebvre, O %5 Ao if the passage 18 treated. as two
that a more satlsfactor}" s‘en; . “he who did not make (1.€., acquire) fills
sentences: tm ir Tl il dv.”” Or tm ér and ir might be taken to
for himself; he who made 15 neecy.
i r” & 1 ; C." . * - -
az anq g h 's withdrawal contains some difficulties;
13. The description of the sun P 1 ko the paRigs o sl
.« Posener’s discussion, op. ctl., PP- 154-1590. 1 1 0 20 ‘o b
:tt th;: sun-god in anger over men’s evil deeds will veil his light so as oth
[d = : :
a5 pale as the moon, without however altering his regular .course. r{;ihuzs uli
sage is not foretelling the total cosmic.ca.tastroph.e.whxch. would r
from the sun’s failure to rise, but only a l.lmxted pum’tlve ac:tlon}z ik
14. This seems to me to be the meaning of phr-ti m s3 phr _t: €W ;
was easily overthrown now overthrows others. The sentence 1s"0ne t())
several that treat of the theme “‘the undermost v.vrxll be uppfermost. Toh e
fung to the ground on one’s back meant being vanquished, as when
“falsehood is lung on its back” in Peasant, B 182/3 and 197/8.
15. That “Ameny” is Amenemhet 1 was incisively demonstrated by
Posener, op. cit., pp. 47 ff.
16. The “Two Mighty Ones” are the vulture goddess Nekhbet ang
- » £
the cobra goddess Wadjet whose union, like that of the “Two Lords

(Horus and Seth), represented the unified kingdom.

3 17. Objects carried by the king in the ritual dances he performed before
the gods.

D'f' The great border fortress built by Amenemhet I in the eastern
€ita,.

" : 5
usc;f:’ 1.T o ir mh nf 17 g e who filled for himself,
o fr Mt 1

d explained
zt&nsries (Lefébvre), OF

19. The contrasted pair is maat and isfet, which is of course basically

|4r" " G X -
% lght“ and "wrong,” but sometimes conveys the enlarged sense of
order” and “‘chags.”

THE COMPLAINTS OF KHAKHEPERRE-SONB
British Museum 5645, a Writing Board

‘\;(If‘lnclf)r:cgt and style this'\.vork 18 closely related to the Prophecies of
e datc?] bto t‘he .Admomnom of Ipuwer. The single preserved copy
itk ik s Gardiner to the middle of the Eighteenth Dynasty,
. e work itself clearly belongs to the Middle Kingdom. In fact,
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