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Vytah:

Studie se zabira vztahem mladych lidi, studentd nékolika univerzit v Evropé, ke
konspira¢nim teoriim na socialnich sitich a tim, jak moc jsou ochotni jim uvéfit. Zaméruje se
predevsim na odhaleni, jakou divéryhodnost davaji mladi lidé informacim, které Cerpaji ze
internetu v rdznych typech uzivatelem vytvorenych obsah(. Jak moc véfi a dokazi si ovéfrit
dlvéryhodnost textu na téchto sitich uvefejnénych. Zda povazuji zpravy na socidlnich sitich za
stejné dlvéryhodné, jako jsou zpravy ztradi¢nich médii, kterymi jsou noviny a televize.
Abstrakt textu pak hovofi jasné:

»This study examines students’ social media interactions in relation to their subcultural
explorations of a conspiratorial nature. A sample of 476 students from four European
universities participated in a survey about conspiracy theories in social media group
discussions. In the survey, we examined various social and media factors in relation to
students’ beliefs in conspiracy theories. The results of this exploratory study reveal that
students treat social media as news sources; furthermore, they trust social media more than
traditional mass media. The study reveals demographic, personal and technological factors
that encourage a mediated conspiratorial discourse.”

Autofi na zacatku prace pfipominaji legendarni rozhlasovou hru Orsona Wallese ve které
vroce 1938 simuloval invazi martan( na Zemi prostfednictvim smysleného rozhlasového
zpravodajstvi. Rozhlasové vysilani tehdy vyvolalo paniku a fada posluchacél skutecné uvéfila,
Ze probiha invaze mimozemstan( a béZeli se schovat do krytl a na bezpecna mista. Toto
vysilani se stalo podkladem pro fadu vyzkumu, pfedevsim o masovém strachu. Autofi se od
nékterych téchto studii odraZeji a chtéji vyuzit jejich zaklad pfi popisu uvéfitelnosti
konspiracnich teorii na socialnich sitich. Jak uvadéji:



»In this article, we look at a particular segment of users as we examine an agenda
melding of deceptions or delusions, in social media settings. The terms ‘deception’ and
‘delusion’ are not always treated in the same manner by specialists. They are clearly slippery
terms that require a great deal of caution as we examine these social phenomena. The central
idea conveyed by both terms implies a false understanding or a failure to make sense of one’s
natu- ral or social environment. For example, Cantril (1940) was convinced that Welles’ radio
listeners were deceived or deluded because they failed to distin- guish between reality and
fiction. Today, we face similar challenges in regard to what is real or fake.”

Cil studie:

Studie se zaméfuje také na to, jakym zplsobem konspiracéni teorie a fakt, Ze jim lidé véfi,
nasledné ovliviiuje jejich rodinné pfislusniky, kamarad nebo kolegy. Zabyva se také tim, jak
dalezité je pro ,fakt uvéreni” prostfedi ze kterého studenti jsou. Studie tak zjistuje, jaké
vSechny faktory jsou dulezité pro to, aby studenti jednotlivym konspira¢nim teoriim uvéfili.

» The work presented in this article explores different social, technologi- cal and personal
factors that seem to be related to conspiratorial beliefs. For example, the widespread belief
that conspirators spray toxic substances on unsuspecting citizens with the aim of keeping them
under control has gained users’ attention on different social media platforms (Tingley and
Wagner 2017). A significant number of groups or communities discuss the ‘chemtrails’ issue
while circulating different pieces of ‘information’ — including audio- visual evidence — that
supposedly advances this particular belief. However, additional evidence is generated with
other popular conspiracies dealing with vaccinations, the concealed cure-for-cancer conspiracy
and the 9/11 attacks in the United States.”

Studie vychazi z predpokladu, Ze socialni média maiji zasadni vliv na formovani ndzoru u
mladych lidi. KonspiraCni teorie jsou pro né pak jakymsi vysvétlenim véci, které nechapou
nebo jim nerozumi. Pravé v této chvili jim poskytnou socidlni média odpovéd, ale na zakladé
vymyslenych nebo nepodloZenych fakt(.

»However, the current project deals with segmented agendas promoted by individuals
as they seek support and validation of their beliefs in envi- ronments of virtual communities.
Although, this agenda melding involves also mainstream, mass media processes, there is
evidence that social media platforms empower lay people in establishing the salience of
conspiratorial themes. Furthermore, like-minded individuals find one another in platforms
promoting segmented interests.”



Provedeni studie:

Studie byla provedena na &tyfech evropskych statnich univerzitach. V Recku, Kypru a
Spojeném kralovstvi. Ve vyzkumu byly zapojeny celé tfidy podle predem nastaveného
schématu. VSechny to jsou reprezentanti takzvanych mileniald.

~From all 476 students participating in the survey, 70.4 per cent represent two
universities from Greece, 15.3 per cent represent a Cypriot university and 14.3 per cent
represent a university in the United Kingdom. The students surveyed come from three countries
that have experienced significant social, political and economic changes. Since 2010, Greece
has dealt with a signif- icant economic crisis and accepted major austerity measures cutting
public spending while experiencing a rapid rise in unemployment. Cyprus dealt with a banking
crisis which led to an unprecedented bail-out programme, result- ing in a significant loss of
people’s savings. In a referendum about the coun- try’s relationship with the European Union,
the British people voted in favour of exiting the Union, popularly known as Brexit. The outcome
of the British referendum has initiated a period of political turbulence in the context of the
European Union. All three countries represented in the sample — and, argu- ably, many other
western states — display signs of political polarization, giving rise to parties of the far right or
the far left while promoting dubious, populist personalities at the core of political discourse.”

Vsem studentiim byly rozeslany dotazniky, ve kterych odpovidali pfedevsim i na to, kolik
Casu travi na internetu, jestli se nékdy zapojili do diskuze o nékteré konspiracni teorii a zda ji
pripadné véri. Otazky se také tocily okolo toho, zda maji nebo nemaji predpoklady, aby
studenti v konspiracni teorie uvéfili.

»The combination of those categories of questions was deemed appropri- ate for our
design, as we try to detect connections between students’ online activity on social media
platforms and their conspiratorial beliefs and inclina- tions. To design those questions, we drew
from Eurobarometer, an established public opinion survey conducted in the context of the
European Union. Many of our items, including the scales used, were adapted directly from
previous Eurobarometer public opinion polls.”

Vysledky studie:

V prvni ¢asti studie badatelé zjistili, Ze 44,4% dotazanych travi u socidlnich siti vice jak
dvé hodiny denné, 25,4% pak uvedlo ,zhruba“ dvé hodiny pfed monitorem. Celkové u
socialnich siti stravi minimalné dvé hodiny 70% ze vSech dotazanych. Toto zjisténi bylo dllezité
predevsim proto, aby se potvrdilo, Ze socialni sité jsou dulezitou soucasti denni rutin
dotazanych a vyzkum na nich provedeny tak je relevantni.



DalSim zdsadnim zajiSténim je predevsim to, Zze 79,4% dotazanych uvedlo, Ze velka
mainstreamova média lzou. 18,4% studentl bylo k této otdzce neutrdlnich a pouhé 2,2%
s timto tvrzenim nesouhlasi. U otazky, zda jsou mainstreamova média relevantni, odpovédélo
15,70% Ze vice nezZ socidlni média, ale 50,9% Ze relevance socialnich siti a tradi¢nich médii je
stejnd. Na zakladé téchto dat tak neni prekvapuijici, Ze divéra v konspiracni teorie je vcelku
velka. Zkoumaly se c¢tyfi — Chemtrails, utoky z9/11, ucelova vakcinace a lék na rakovinu.

Vysledky:
Chemtrails 9/11 attack Vaccines Cancer cure
15.8% 41.1% 23.7% 50.5%
M=2.61 M=3.99 M=3.20 M=4.34
SD=1.82 SD=1.96 SD=1.75 SD=2.13

Table 1: Students believing in conspiracy theories (N=476).

Samotna studie také potvrdila, Ze duleZité je i samotny plvod studentd a prostiedi ze
které pFichazeji. Naptiklad vice nachylny k uvéfeni konspiraénich teorii jsou lidé z Recka a lidé
s niz§im prijmem nez lidé, ktefi se podle studie citi spiSe Evropany a z vysSich pfijmovych
skupin.

,»Our analysis yields some interesting findings. A high level of family income displays a
reverse relationship with conspiracism, which is statisti- cally significant at the 5 per cent level.
Based on the odds ratio, there is a 23.7 per cent decrease. As family income rises, the
probability of students believing in conspiracy theories decreases by 6.7 per cent. Thereby, the
richer a student’s family is, the lower the probability that the student has conspirato- rial
beliefs. The differences that accrue in connection with the parents’ educa- tional background
are also worth discussing. We observe that the variable capturing mother’s education is
reversely correlated and significant even at low levels of education. On the other hand, we
observe that the low educa- tional level of father is positively associated with conspiracy beliefs
and this association is reversed as the level of father’s education increases. However, the
education of the father is never statistically significant. A student’s fear of losing a job displays
some interesting information as well. As a student is more afraid of a sudden loss of her or his
job, the likelihood of believing in conspiracies increases.”

Celkové studie potvrdila, Ze mladi lidé jsou daleko vice davéfivi v socialni sité nez starsi
ro¢niky. Jejich dlvéra ve zpravy, které jsou na socidlnich sitich je vysoka a nemaji potreba si
informace ovérovat z jinych zdrojl. Podobnou studii bych chtél realizovat v ¢eském prostredi
na nahodné vybraném vzorku, ktery odpovi na pfipravené dotazy.



