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“infrastructure appears only as a relational property not as a thing stripped
of use” (Star and Ruhleder 1996: 113)

“we notice [infrastructures] mainly when they fail, which they rarely do”
(Edwards 2004: 185)

“Class, gender, race, and kinship are all refracted through differentiated
access to infrastructure, deciding whether water or electricity is available
and to whom” (Appel, Anand and Gupta 2018: 6)

“one person’s infrastructure is another one’s issue, or difficulty” Star (1999:
380)



Bureaucratic Infrastructure

* According to the Berda’s text, what have been the main
transformations of the Israeli rule over the Palestinians since 19677

 Why does she talk about ,effective inefficiency“?

* What are the most problematic aspects of the permit system?



The wall/fence/barrier

* Do the labels matter? Why?




* Israeli officials: security fence
* Israeli settlers: separation barrier
* Palestinians and international activists: Apartheid wall
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* What does Weizman mean by the notion of “lesser evil” and how it
relates to humanitarian policies?

* Based on the chapter, how was the barrier’s route designed?

e What were the considerations and rationales that determined its
exact route?

* What are some of the main critiques of the barrier’s existence?



Group discussion

* Weizman talks about the hesitance of the Palestinian lawyer to
participate in the judicial process regarding the barrier’s route

* What dilemmas did he (and other Palestinians and NGOs involved)
faced?



* Do you see the Palestinian lawyer’s decision as understandable?
* What would be advisable course of action in your opinion?

* Should the Palestinians, NGOs and human rights lawyers cooperate
with the Israeli authorities? Why yes/no?



Victims of suicide attacks before & after

Security Fence
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West Bank Separation Barrier:
Qalkilya and Environs
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WHERE LAW
STANDS ON
THE WALL

INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THE ONGOING CONSTRUCTION
OF ISRAEL'S WALL IN THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN WEST BANK
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Checkpoints

* According to Na’aman’s article, why human rights violations occur at
the checkpoints?
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funnels traffic to Ramallah city
from six villages east of Road 60
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village's streets.
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to take a 15 km long detour and
pass at least two checkpoints.
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East Nablus by-pass road:
prohibited for Palestinian use, forces
residents of Beit Furik and Beit Dajan
(16,400 people) travelling southwards
to cross Nablus built up area.

Bait Dajan Earth mound: blocks
main entrance to Beit Dajan (4,200
people} forcing residents to rely on a
detour to access Nablus city and
impeding access to agricultural land.

Beit Furik Checkpoint: main
entrance to Nablus city, delays and
occasionally prevents access to
services by residents of Beit Furik
and Beit Dajan (16,400 people).

Awarta Earth mound: blocks main
entrance to Awarta (6,700 people)
forcing residents to rely on a 13
long detour to access to access
Nablus city.

Ein Yabrud road gate: blocks
@ access of eleven villages east of
Ramallah city (-44,200 people) to
Road 60 forcing people to use a
detour.

Al lsawiya Checkpeint: impedes
access to and from Al Isawiya
neighbarhood in East Jerusalem,
affecting over 13,000 Palestinians

Halhul Roadblock: road connecting
Sa'ir and Halhul villages (50,000 pecple}
10 Road 60 and Hebron city, funneling
traffic to alternative route controlled by

a checkpaint.
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entrance to Hebron city, long delays
affecting the whole population of
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e According to B'Tselem, there were 215 checkpoints in 2006 in the
West Bank (quoted in Tawil-Souri 2011: 8)

* According the United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, there were 117 permanent checkpoints in the
West Bank in 2005 (quoted in Abujidi 2011: 318).
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Fig. 1. A map of Checkpoint 300 based on the first author's field notes and drawings during her multiple passages of the checkpoint (source: Iulian Barba Lata).



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vn1lldFbNhIQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mvTJhxWeegY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysbyGSShydg




Group discussion

* Is the checkpoints’ operating justifiable?
* What purpose do they serve according to the Israeli authorities?
* How does it compare with the costs imposed on the Palestinians?
e Could their functioning be improved?
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Facilitating Disengagement - Israel's West Bank Road Plan - 2004
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Water



Israel’s water wars

In 1967, Israel occupied the
West Bank and laid hands on
Palestinian water resources.

Palestinian
water sources
- [
Mountain Aquifer }
" underlying the
' West Bank and Israel

Thousands of Palestinians
became water-dependent
on Israel and have been
prevented from developing
their water infrastructures.

Water sharing
agreements

Joint Water Commitee

Jordan River
runs along the Eastern
border of the West Bank

The 1995 Oslo Il
interim agreement
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Israel’s water wars

Every year the water supply to Palestinian towns and villages in the
West Bank is cut off for days - if not weeks.

Here is how much water each person in the West Bank has access to per day

PALESTINIANS IN
THE ST BANK
WHO MINIMUM :
STANDARD 73 litres

_
040-300wes  100tres

In Area C, under Israeli administrative and military control | Vulnerable Palestinian households spend up to

180 Palestinian communities one fifth
are not connected to the water network of their salary on water

9

Sources: EWASH | United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) ALJAZEERA



Water consumption comparison
(litres per capita per day)
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Figure 12: Water consumption comparison in the region.

http://www.alhaqg.org/publications/publications-index/item/water-for-one-people-only-discriminatory-access-
and-water-apartheid-in-the-opt




GAZA WATER
CONFINED

& CONTAMINATED

95% ONGOING

OF WATERIS S I EGE

UNFIT FORHUMAN RESTRICTION
CONSUMPTION ON CONSTRUCTION
Almostall 117 mu MATERIAL IMPORT

PREVENTABLE
DEATH

DAMAGES & AFTER-EFFECTS

OF ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS

& OCCUPATION

inextremecases | BLACKOUTS
duetolack of cleanand Fueland rici
accessible drinking water pplies are control
and limited awareness. impeding water supply
and sewage treatment.

WATER ABSTRACTION DISEASE

EXCEEDING WATER PRONE

RECH ARGE Diarrheais among

the diseases directly o, % O,
linked to contaminated

SALINE GROUNDWATER  water. O,

INFLOWS

»
ﬁ‘ NO REPAIR,NO

DEVELOPMENT
SEA WATER HIGHNO,
INTRUSION LEVELfV :
SEWAGE '

for safe consumption.
INFILTRATION

POLLUTION

SOURCES &

OVERABS-

TRACTION

+ HIGHRISK
6% of disease in Gaza
iswater-related.

ISRAELI WAR
ONGAZA

-PRODUCTS

2008-2009 caused major
TUALEY: damage and collapse of
AGRICUI " sewage treatment,
SEWAGE &
COASTAL AQUIFER

exacerbating effects

SOUTHEASTBRACKISH
«—== GROUNDWATER —

VISUALIZINGPALESTINE

WWW.VISUALIZINGPALESTINE.ORG.
HARE I



