Psani etnografického textu; alternativni zplisoby prezentace etnografického
védéni

O etnografickém psani

Writing ethnographic texts is a central skill for anthropologists. How does one make a sound
theoretical argument and simultaneously capture the reader’s full attention by bringing her
or him to the field with words? PhD candidates in anthropology are required to write their
first full length ethnography. They experience the challenge with this particular genre of
writing to develop a theoretic analysis integrated within literary ways of writing, while at the
same time fulfilling institutional requirements. The anthropologist Paul Stoller has made
himself a name in the field of ethnographic writing. He argues for ethnographic storytelling
through evocative writing: ethnographic descriptions should speak to the readers’ senses
and convey a feeling for the situations and contexts in which then the anthropological
argument is rooted.

In: Weaving the World in Conversation with Paul Stoller: From Sensuous Scholarship to
Public Anthropology (https://www.medizinethnologie.net/weaving-the-world-with-paul-

stoller/ )

Prectéte si odkazovany rozhovor s P. Stollerem; pokud Vas téma zaujme vice, staci si najit
vhodny text P. Stollera (napf. v seznamu literatury na konci rozhovoru).

Na nize odkazované webové strance Engaging Communities si prectéte kapitolu 1 , Defining
ethnographic writing”, zamérte se na podkapitolu 1c - ,Rhetorical Strategies for
Ethnographic Writing”“. Poznamenejte si pro svou potfebu (staéi vykopirovat)
,Charakteristiky etnografického psani“ a , Rétorické strategie...”

http://www.engagingcommunities.org/introduction/

Cesky doporucuiji k inspiraci Piers Vitebsky, 2009, Sobi lidé. SLON; Amitav Ghosh, 2012, Ve
starobylé zemi. SLON; jinak jsou skvélymi pfiklady etnografického psani vSechny etnografie,
které jsem zadavala ke zkouSce (rekapitulace je na konci tohoto dokumentu). Z nich je
nejvice experimentalni Tsing, A. L. 2015. The Mushroom at the End of the World.

UKOL: napidte vrozsahu cca 500 slov, véem tkvi dle uvedenych textd specifika
etnografického psani.

Etnograficky vyzkum se ale nemusi preklopit jen do podoby etnografické studie. Jak jste Cetli
u P. Stollera, fada autord transformuje své poznatky do podoby novel, roman( (ptiklady
autorl a autorek: Ruth Behar, Michael Jackson /1986, Barawa and the Ways Birds Fly in the
Sky: an Ethnographic Novel/, Kirin Niriyan, Kent Maynard aj.), nebo i basni.
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Poezie

Ghetto Teachers’ Apology (Cahnmann, M. 2006a)

I’'m afraid, sweet Wilmarie, we’ve lied.

We didn’t teach you how to hide

your Rite Aid salary from Welfare in a Dominican bank. We didn’t tell
you how to find a roommate or put a lock

on your bedroom door or how to walk

after sundown by yourself, how to slouch

at your brother’s funeral, patched

bullet holes in an open casket in your living room.

We never told you,

like your boss, you can’t speak English,

or like your cousin, you can’t speak Spanish.

We didn’t tell you how to live on

$5.50 an hour or that at seventeen you’d be an orphan. We didn’t want to sour
our hopes and fictions, we wanted you to flower,

and prove us wrong. Sweet Wilmarie,

we’re sorry.

We didn’t live on your side of town

between crack houses and crackdown:s.

We're not like you, we didn’t know how to survive

behind shatter proof glass with those pretty brown eyes. [2006a]



What do anthropological poems bring to us?

Sensations, emotions, ironies, hopes, traumas, urgencies, disruptions, understandings—
what it means to be vitally human and to make sense of the human experience.

Excavations into chambers underneath generalities and abstractions leave the reader at
times breathless, raw, open-hearted, questioning. Specific places around the globe are
unveiled by skilled hands, viewed with empathetic eyes, written about with crafted
sensitivities that listen to how sound and sense matter and reflect. What comes into view
are people, places, histories, environments, and political situations. We as readers find
ourselves, in turn, surprised and seeing things in a new light through each author’s deft use
of description, metaphor, rhythm, line breaks, rhyme, and voice.

How are anthropological poems different from other poems? What stands out is their
unusually deep engagement with the world and its inhabitants (human and non-human) in
all of their diversity—in contrast to literary works that center on a more cerebral,
psychological, individualistic point of view that washes again and again over inner
landscapes. With anthropological poems, we see a trained observer in the world, feeling the
world, engaging the world, not apart from but of—often trying to relate across human
differences.

Unveiling an “invisible city” in Qatar, stepping into minefields metaphorical and physical,
taking stock of human rights violations, and enlivening a fire inside a lavvu (a movable living
structure) with a silent song among Sami herders, these authors share their toolkits with us
for awakening the imagination of a shared humanity that celebrates its diversity.

Engaged with the world, not turning away, these anthro-poets help us learn to see—slowing
down the breath, frontal lobe, and eye to unpack biases, unconscious reactions, limbic
hums.

https://www.sapiens.org/language/anthropological-poems/

Prectéte si prosim cely text o poezii a antropologii, neni dlouhy a uvedena ukazka Vas snad
navnadila © - https://www.sapiens.org/language/anthropological-poems/

Dalsi vyklad k poezii jsem vloZila do Moodle - Maynard, K., Cahnmann, M. 2010.
Anthropology at the Edge of Words: Where Poetry and Ethnography Meet. Anthropology &
Humanism 35(1):2 - 19

Doporucuji téZ kapitolu Writing (a dal$i tamtéz) In Culhane, D., Elliott, D. 2016. A Different
Kind of Ethnography: Imaginative Practices and Creative Methodologies. Toronto: University
of Toronto Press (je jako e-kniha dostupné pres knihovnu)
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Blogy

vvvvvv

seznamili s https://materialworldblog.com/. Jejich vyhoda a soucasné vyzva: uderné, rychlé

Cteni, kde je teoreticky argument provazan s terénnimi daty na malém prostoru = zaméreni
na detail vkontextu. Casto vykraduji zodborného Zanru, bliZzi se denikiim,
osobnim/politickym komentardm atd. Nejzivéjsi blogy byvaji vytvarené tymem autord —
stfidaji se a blog ,,utdhnou”. Blogy umoznuji dobfe pracovat s interdisciplinaritou, propojuji
razné védni discipliny, nebo antropologii a jiné oblasti lidské aktivity: napt. véda — medicina —
antropologie: http://somatosphere.net/

Orientacni seznam k prostudovani: https://www.livinganthropologically.com/anthropology-
blogs-2019

Mnozi védci komunikuji téZz prostfednictvim TWITTERU - napf. Bruno Latour

(https://twitter.com/brunolatouraime)

Velké interdisciplinarni projekty

Alternativni zpUsoby reprezentace plynou velice Casto z prekradovani oborovych hranic, coz
je ¢im dal castéjsi tendence mnoha antropologu. S rozvojem dialogu s (nejen pfirodnimi)
védci, umélci, designéry, architekty, nebo tfeba ekology, femeslniky ... roste potfeba zachytit
toto ,kosaté”, mnohotvarné a mnohovrstevnaté védéni vice bezprostfedné - a soucasné vice
bezprostfedné, intenzivné védéni sdélovat a plsobit na jeho pfijemce. ,Slovo“ se jevi jako
nedostatecny nastroj, objevuji se umélecké instalace, performance, site specific uméni,
online projekty, mnohdy interaktivni, projekty ve virtualni realité atd.

Nezfidka jsou tyto formaty spojeny s tématem angazovanosti: antropologické poznani ma
slouzit také intervenci do verejného prostoru, ktery zkouma. A tato intervence muize
znamenat trfeba zapojeni antropologa do politiky, do dobrovolni¢eni, do ¢innosti néjaké
neziskové organizace, nebo jeho pfimy vstup do verejného prostoru, ktery chce ménit a
ovlivhovat.

Prikladem je projekt Knowing from the Inside: Anthropology, Art, Architecture and Desig
Tima Ingolda - https://www.knowingfromtheinside.org/ , prohlédnéte si libovolné publikace,

ale wurcité se podivejte do této a prectéte si uUvod + prohlédnéte obrazky -
https://knowingfromtheinside.org/files/koryu.pdf.



https://materialworldblog.com/
http://somatosphere.net/
https://www.livinganthropologically.com/anthropology-blogs-2019/
https://www.livinganthropologically.com/anthropology-blogs-2019/
https://twitter.com/brunolatouraime
https://www.knowingfromtheinside.org/
https://knowingfromtheinside.org/files/koryu.pdf

Podobnou interdisciplinarni cestou se dava rada autor( a projektl — zde portal Environment
and Society (http://www.environmentandsociety.org/), ktery neni Cisté antropologicky, ale

shromazduje rlzné formaty a informace, tykajici se lidského prostredi k Zivotu. | zde nasli své
misto antropologové — projekt Virtualni vystavy:

http://www.environmentandsociety.org/exhibitions/3600-visual-journey

Doporucuiji urcité shlédnout nékolik videji, specificky ovsem toto:

http://www.environmentandsociety.org/exhibitions/3600-visual-journey/dreaming-

designer-climate-iceland

Setkdvame se s vyuzitim dalSiho média — filmu. Dosavadni pfiklady byly zaloZzeny na
textualité, pripadné na sdéleni v podobé fotografii, obrazl, uméleckych dél nebo
performanci (které jsou néjak zachyceny a dale prezentovany v podobé fotografii nebo videa
video).

(Etnograficky) film

Etnografickému filmu jsou vénovany celé kurzy a studijni specializace. Také je casto
pfedmétem spord, nebo minimalné napéti — jak definovat rozdil mezi dobrym a poucenym
dokumentem a ,etnografickym filmem“? Existuje vibec takova hranice? Co ji urCuje —
antropologické vzdélani reziséra? Téma? Forma? Je etnograficky film jen to, co se takto
definuje — nebo muiZeme za etnograficky oznacit film, ktery tak sdm autor nikdy
nepojmenoval (jak se stalo jednomu z nejslavnéjsich filmQ, které tuto nalepku nesou —
Robert J. Flaherty o svém filmu Nanook of the North rozhodné jako o ,etnografickém”
neuvazoval)?

Kolem etnografického filmu jsou tedy spiS otazky nez odpovédi. Opét jsem vam nasla kratké
souhrnné texty online. Jsou to tfi navazujici posty a celkové ddvaji velice dobrou predstavu o
debatdch kolem etnografického filmu.

https://savageminds.org/2017/07/20/do-we-even-need-to-define-ethnographic-film/

https://savageminds.org/2017/07/26/the-four-dimensions-of-ethnographic-films/

https://savageminds.org/2017/08/01/ethnographic-films-a-family-of-resemblances/

UKOL: napiste vrozsahu cca 500 slov, v&em tkvi specifika resp. klicové otazky
etnografického filmu.
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Priklad nékolika slavnych filmu, které jsou davany jako pfiklad etnografického filmu:

Alan Berliner; Gail Jansen - Margaret Mead: An Observer Observed

Dennis O'Rourke — Cannibal Tours

Gary Kildea, Jerry Leach - Trobriand Cricket: An Ingenious Response to Colonialism
Charlie Nairn, Andrew Strathern - Ongka’s Big Moka

John Marshall = The Hunters; N!ai, the Story of a !Kung Woman

Napoleon Chagnon, Tim Asch's - The Ax Fight

Robert Gardner — Dead Birds

Robert J. Flaherty - Nanook of the North

Dokumentarni série o Zivoté a praci prvnich generaci antropologt, ktefi se vydali do terénu -
The Strangers Abroad.
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