Wﬂtmg a sumﬁmry

By the end of this unit you will be able to
© Organise a summary
= evaluate a summary

= write a summary of an academic article
{

Lesson 1 What makes a good summary?

Lead-in
1 Work in pairs and discuss the questions.

1 Have you ever written a summary?
2 Why do we write them?
3 How long should a summary be?

Organising a summary

2 In Column 1, tick the features you think a summary should have.

.'Ihe authors name and the l:ltle of the a.rtmle i
2 Graphsandtables o
3 Detailed explanatlons

@ The author’s main idea _

'Deta,ﬂs to support the 1dea

6 Your own views on the problem et

7 As much of the ongmal text as posmble T o
8 Quotatlons S : A
*Formal ex_pressmns lmkmg words :

3 Read the example summary below and say what kind of misunderstanding takes
place in a college classroom.

In hi article "No Allusions in the. Classroom, Jaime O'Neill emphasices the existing
migunderstanding between students and teachers in a college classroom-He claime that teachers
assume thelir students have basic knowledge they do not really possess. Moreover, students do not
ask questions because they do not want to show their ignorance. O'Nei

e general knowledge test he administered to his students, which they answered
more incorrectly than correctty. The amhor-according to recent polls, a large portion
of adults in the US are ighorant about the history of the country and the planet they live on. Finally,
O'Neilliexpresses his opinion that instructors should be responsible for giving general information fo
their students.

4 In Column 2 in Activity 2, tick the features which are included in this summary.
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Language focus

5 The words in the list are often used to report what other people say or think. Add at
least three more verbs from the summary above.

state inform argue mention  point out
suggest demonstrate  discuss  believe

6 Say which sentences in the summary in Activity 3 are used to:

1/ 1 roduce the main ideas of the original”
2 “provide an author’s point of view
3 finich the summary

7 In expressions a-h underline the reporting verbs. Circle the words and phrases that
show the order of events.

a /At ““e beginning of the article the author(points out/ emphasises ...
b Mo/ Further on, the following problems/issues(are raised?..
¢ In ad'lition, the readefis mfnrmed abiut
d Then, the following points(are exan '
e The author(§uggests/assumes/claims
f ( Summing up the author’s thoughts ...
g Ti=olly, the author conecludes/assumes that ...
h ' . research the author conducted demonstrated that™

8 Match phrases a-h in Activity 7 to functions 1-3 in Activity 6. Sometimes there may
be more than one possible answer.

9 Read the summary below. Is the original article positive or negative about the
educational reforms?

John ’.ﬂamag, i “The Coming “Revolution in Public EAucation, Le _  the belief
that the educational veforms in the TASA ave havmful. The author 4 Us
that, as A vesult of the veform initiatives, standavdised tests and Assessments have beex
intvoduced in public schools and teachers held accountable for the vesults. The veforms,

he 3a o, Also vecommend contolling classvoom (ustyuction. He then points
out thattne veforms have profit motives and involve covpovate intevests. Fuvther on the
veader (s informed about the negative veaction of the public and teachers %o these veforms.
The author *s L. that teachers should be glven move Autonomy) and vespected
As professionald U evaey thea Sa that standavdisation leads to the loss of
individuality and diversity. Finaly, the author ba - that public education

is not Almed At bringing in money, and that is WM ulutess should not be involved. As 4
conclusion, Tlevuey 7s that these kinds of veforms should be opposed.
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This introduces the overview of the author's thoughts.
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Please notice that the reporting verbs are in the present simple (assumes, writes of, argues etc.)
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10 Complete the summary with reporting verbs from Activities 3, 5 and 7. The first
letter of each verb is given.

11 Read the notes about the main ideas of an article. Write a summary using reporting
verbs and linking words.

- author: James Vernon

- title: ‘Open online courses — an avalanche that might just get
stopped !

- online education through massive open online courses (MOOCs) is
mot a/ways as \goad as it may seem |

. af oﬁ‘éred ﬁ'ee, MOOCs [m}rﬂ in 1o money and can even ﬁﬂ'f to
cover their costs

- the quaﬁ@ af education cannot be eﬁéctl've[y monitored and
controfled

. af businesses sell the MOOCs, low-achieving students have access
to higher education

- academiics are not enthusiastic about online h[g/qer education



Lesson 2 Topic sentences

Lead-in

1 What is a topic sentence? Where do you find it in a paragraph?

Writing a summary

2 Read the article by Tonya Troka and say why more people nowadays prefer to study
online.

The future of online education

- Distance education has been around from the 1800s. Correspondence courses
helped people learn trades in their own free time, while radio and taped television
courses later educated students in remote areas. Now, with the rapid expansion
and evolution of the internet, online education has become commonplace. It’s now
possible to earn a degree from an accredited college without ever setting foot on
campus, and more people enroll every year. According to the Sloan Consortium’s
report ‘Changing Course: Ten Years of Tracking Online Education in the United
States,’ more than 6.7 million students were taking at least one online course during
the fall 2011 term, an increase of 570,000 students over the previous year.

Higher education, in general, has grown significantly. In 1975, 21.9 % of Americans
had a Bachelor’s degree. In 2011, 38.7 % of Americans between the ages of 25

and 64 had earned a two- or four-year college degree. The main driver behind

the increase in higher education is the huge change in the overall economy of the
U.S. over the last fifty years. Most workers are now employed by the service sector,
where more specialized skills are often a necessary requirement for finding a job.
As a result, some post-secondary education is now seen as critical for workplace
viability by a majority of the population.

And the majority of the population is now online. In 1997, less than 20% of U.S.
households had internet access. By 2011, that percentage had grown to 71.7 %. As
with music, television, and newspapers, higher education needs to move to where
the people are if it wants to expand its user base. Also, traditional campuses are
having trouble maintaining facilities that meet the growing college population’s
needs. While the cost savings of running an online degree program aren’t
tremendous, it’s generally easier for colleges to move programs online than it is for
them to build extensions to their campuses.

The Sloan Consortium’s findings reveal that many institutions expect more working
adults to turn to continuing education online to build new skills or enhance existing
ones to better their chances in the job marketplace, and also to avoid paying higher
fuel costs as commuter students. Every year has seen an increase in the proportion
of total enrollments that are online, starting at 11.7% in 2003 and increasing to 32%
in 2011. The convenience of being able to complete a degree at a reduced impact to
personal and professional life makes online education attractive to working adults.
As adults strive to continue earning, they’ll want to continue learning. And they’ll
continue gravitating to ways that fit their lifestyle.



2 Underline the topic sentence in each paragraph. Compare your ideas in pairs.

4 Look through the text again and underline ideas, supporting details and facts you
could include in a summary of this text.

5 Work in pairs. Read the two summaries below. Which summary reflects the text better?

In her ‘The Future of Online Education’ Tonya Troka provides the reasons for the
growing popularity of learning via the internet The author mentions the results af
 surveys that demonstyate that the namber of people taking part in on-line courses
is growing. She stresses that vowadays there is an increased demand /%r educated
specialists, and on-line education gives an gpportundly to receive a diploma without
leaving work. Moreover, the author sugqests that this type of education is convenient
for Universities, as its cost is vather low. Finally, the anthor states that on-line
education is a ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂ/ alternative for working adults.

The text under consideration is written by Tonya Troka. The purpose of the article is to give
veaders information about the growing amount of online education. Based on convincing
data the author proves the idea that online courses are a convenient and attractive way

to get a degree or to continue education without giving up emiployment. The author also
stresses the fact that traditional campuses are having trouble maintaining facilities that
mieet the growing college population’s needs. Troka finishes her article by stating that as
adults strive to continue earning, theyl want to continue learning,

6 Compare Summaries 1 and 2. Tick the correct boxes in the first and second columns.

’lhe summary is short B reay

The sumrmary reflects the main Idea of the author

The title of the axhcle and the author’s name are included.

Some examples to support the main idea are included. : ;
It is written in language dliferent from the authors e 2
There are no detailed explanatxons ; S
Quotatlons are not included.

R T N B S O,

'The summary is written in a formal style.

7 Suggest improvements for the less successful summary.
8 Write a summary for an article from the Reading Module, Unit 2.

9 Work in pairs. Read your partner’s summary critically. Tick the column for Summary 3
in the checklist in Activity 6. Give feedback to your partner.





